
how to link two excel workbooks together
how to link two excel workbooks together. This essential skill is crucial for professionals who
need to manage data across multiple sources efficiently. Linking workbooks enables users to create
dynamic connections, allowing for real-time updates and synchronized data management. In this
article, we will explore the various methods of linking two Excel workbooks, including creating links
through formulas, using external references, and employing advanced techniques like Power Query.
We will also discuss the benefits of linking workbooks and best practices to ensure accuracy and
efficiency. Let’s delve into the details of how to link two Excel workbooks together.
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Understanding Workbook Links
Linking two Excel workbooks involves establishing a connection where data from one workbook can
be referenced in another. This is particularly useful in scenarios where data is spread across
multiple files, allowing for centralized reporting and analysis. Understanding how links work in
Excel is fundamental to managing complex data sets effectively.

When a link is created, Excel maintains a reference to the source workbook. Consequently, any
changes made to the source file can automatically update the linked workbook, ensuring that users
are always working with the most current data. However, it’s important to note that when linking
workbooks, users need to be cautious about the path and file names, as any changes can break the
link.

Methods to Link Workbooks
There are several methods to link two Excel workbooks together, each with its own application and
level of complexity. The most common methods include:

Using formulas to create direct links



Employing external references

Utilizing Power Query for advanced data management

Each method serves different purposes, and understanding when to use each can greatly enhance
your data management capabilities in Excel.

Creating Links with Formulas
Creating links between workbooks using formulas is one of the most straightforward methods. This
method involves referencing cells from another workbook directly within a formula. Here’s how to
do it:

Open both the source and destination workbooks.1.

In the destination workbook, select the cell where you want to display the data.2.

Type the equals sign (=) to start the formula.3.

Switch to the source workbook and click on the cell containing the data you wish to link.4.

Press Enter to complete the formula.5.

This will create a formula in the destination workbook that looks something like this:
=’[SourceWorkbook.xlsx]Sheet1’!A1. This indicates that the value from cell A1 in Sheet1 of
SourceWorkbook.xlsx is linked.

It is important to ensure that the source workbook is accessible whenever you open the destination
workbook, as changes in the source will reflect in the destination. If the source workbook is not
available, Excel will display errors until the link can be updated.

Using External References
External references are another widely used method for linking workbooks. This technique is similar
to using formulas, but it allows for more complex calculations and data retrieval from multiple
sheets or files. Here’s how to set up an external reference:

Open both workbooks.1.

In the destination workbook, select the cell where you want the data.2.

Type the formula beginning with an equals sign (=).3.

Manually type the workbook name, followed by the sheet name and cell reference, formatted4.
like this: ='[WorkbookName.xlsx]SheetName'!CellReference.



Press Enter to create the link.5.

This method is beneficial when you require data from specific cells across various workbooks
without opening each one. However, remember that the links need to be updated regularly to ensure
the data remains accurate.

Advanced Techniques with Power Query
For users looking to perform more advanced data manipulation and integration, Power Query is an
essential tool within Excel. Power Query allows users to connect to multiple workbooks and import
data in a structured way, offering greater flexibility and functionality.

To link workbooks using Power Query:

Open Excel and navigate to the Data tab.1.

Select “Get Data” and choose “From File” and then “From Workbook.”2.

Browse to select the source workbook you want to link.3.

In the Navigator pane, select the desired sheets and tables to import.4.

Click “Load” to bring the data into your current workbook.5.

Power Query allows for more complex transformations and can automate the data refresh process,
making it ideal for users who manage large datasets across multiple files.

Best Practices for Linking Workbooks
To ensure that your links between Excel workbooks are effective and efficient, consider the
following best practices:

Always use clear and consistent file naming conventions.

Organize your files in a dedicated folder to avoid broken links.

Regularly update links and verify data integrity.

Document sources and relationships to maintain clarity.

Use Power Query for complex data tasks instead of manual linking when possible.

By adhering to these practices, users can minimize errors and enhance the reliability of their linked
Excel workbooks.



Benefits of Linking Excel Workbooks
Linking Excel workbooks provides several benefits, including:

Increased efficiency by reducing data redundancy.

Real-time data updates that enhance decision-making processes.

Improved accuracy through centralized data management.

Ability to analyze data from multiple sources seamlessly.

These advantages make linking workbooks a powerful feature in Excel for professionals working
with large datasets or multiple data sources.

FAQ Section

Q: What happens if I move or rename the source workbook?
A: If you move or rename the source workbook, the link in the destination workbook will be broken.
You will need to update the link by navigating to the new location or renaming it in the link settings.

Q: Can I link workbooks that are in different formats, such as
.xls and .xlsx?
A: Yes, you can link workbooks in different formats. Excel can reference data from both .xls and .xlsx
files as long as they are compatible with the version you are using.

Q: How can I tell if a workbook link is broken?
A: If a workbook link is broken, Excel will display a REF! error in the cell where the link exists. You
can check the link status by navigating to the Data tab and selecting “Edit Links.”

Q: Is it possible to link workbooks on different computers?
A: Yes, you can link workbooks on different computers, but both workbooks must be accessible over
a shared network or cloud storage to maintain the link.

Q: How do I refresh linked data in Excel?
A: To refresh linked data, go to the Data tab and click on “Refresh All.” This will update all data
connections and refresh the linked workbooks.



Q: Can I link specific cells or ranges from one workbook to
another?
A: Yes, you can link specific cells or ranges by using the appropriate cell references in your formulas
or external references.

Q: What are the limitations of linking Excel workbooks?
A: Limitations include potential broken links when files are moved, the need for both files to be
accessible, and performance issues with very large datasets or complex links.

Q: How do I remove a link between two Excel workbooks?
A: To remove a link, go to the Data tab, select “Edit Links,” choose the link you want to break, and
click “Break Link.” This will remove the connection but keep the data in the destination workbook.
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