first grade phonics workbooks

first grade phonics workbooks are essential tools designed to support early
literacy development in young learners. These workbooks provide structured
activities that engage first graders in phonics, helping them to understand
the relationship between letters and sounds. By focusing on phonemic
awareness, decoding skills, and reading fluency, first grade phonics
workbooks lay a strong foundation for future reading success. This article
will explore the importance of phonics in early education, the features of
effective workbooks, how to choose the right workbook for your child, and
additional resources to enhance learning.
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Understanding Phonics and Its Importance

What is Phonics?

Phonics is a method of teaching reading and writing that focuses on the
relationship between sounds and their corresponding letters or groups of
letters. This approach helps children decode words by sounding them out,
which is a crucial skill for early readers. In first grade, students
typically transition from learning individual letter sounds to blending
sounds to form words, creating a vital bridge to reading fluency.

Why is Phonics Important for First Graders?

The significance of phonics in a child's early education cannot be
overstated. Research shows that strong phonics skills contribute to better
reading outcomes. As children learn to decode words, they also develop
comprehension skills, which are essential for overall literacy. Moreover,
phonics instruction has been linked to increased confidence in reading, as
students can tackle unfamiliar words with the skills they acquire.



Features of Effective First Grade Phonics
Workbooks

Engaging Activities

Effective first grade phonics workbooks incorporate a variety of engaging
activities that cater to different learning styles. Activities might include:

Letter-sound matching exercises

Word sorting tasks

Fill-in-the-blank sentences

Rhyming word challenges

Coloring and drawing activities tied to phonics concepts

These diverse activities not only maintain student interest but also
reinforce phonics skills in a fun and interactive manner.

Progressive Skill Development

A well-structured phonics workbook is organized to facilitate progressive
skill development. It typically starts with simple concepts, such as
consonant and vowel sounds, and gradually introduces more complex phonetic
patterns, such as digraphs and blends. This systematic approach helps
students build confidence and competence in their reading abilities.

Clear Instructions and Visuals

The best phonics workbooks provide clear, concise instructions that are easy
for first graders to understand. Additionally, the use of visuals, including
colorful illustrations and engaging graphics, can significantly enhance
comprehension and retention. Visual aids help to reinforce the connection
between sounds and letters, making learning more accessible.

Choosing the Right Phonics Workbook



Assessing Your Child's Needs

When selecting a phonics workbook, it's important to assess your child's
individual learning needs. Consider their current reading level, interests,
and any specific areas where they may need additional support. Some children
may benefit from more practice with vowel sounds, while others might struggle
with consonant blends. Tailoring the choice of workbook to your child's needs
will optimize their learning experience.

Evaluating Workbook Content

Examine the content of potential workbooks closely. Look for workbooks that
cover a comprehensive range of phonics skills, including:

Phonemic awareness

Decoding strategies

Common sight words

Spelling patterns

Reading comprehension exercises

A workbook that encompasses these areas will provide a well-rounded approach
to phonics education.

Reading Reviews and Recommendations

Before making a purchase, consider reading reviews and seeking
recommendations from educators or other parents. Feedback from those who have
used the workbooks can provide valuable insights into their effectiveness and
suitability for first graders.

Supplemental Resources for Phonics Learning

Online Tools and Games

In addition to workbooks, online tools and games can enhance phonics
learning. Various educational websites offer interactive phonics games that
make learning fun and engaging. These digital resources often include
quizzes, videos, and activities that reinforce the skills taught in
workbooks.



Parental Involvement

Parental involvement plays a crucial role in a child's phonics education.
Parents can support their child's learning by:

Reading together daily

Practicing phonics skills during everyday activities

Encouraging sound recognition during play

Using flashcards for sight words

By actively participating in their child's learning journey, parents can
significantly boost their confidence and skills.

Benefits of Consistent Phonics Practice

Building Reading Fluency

Consistent practice with phonics workbooks leads to improved reading fluency.
As students become more familiar with letter-sound relationships, they can
read more quickly and with greater accuracy. This fluency is essential for
comprehension, as it allows children to focus on understanding the text
rather than decoding each word.

Enhancing Vocabulary Skills

Regular phonics practice not only improves reading skills but also enhances
vocabulary development. As children learn to decode new words, they expand

their vocabulary and are better equipped to understand and engage with more
complex texts.

Fostering a Love for Reading

Ultimately, the goal of phonics education is to foster a love for reading. By
equipping children with the skills they need to read independently, phonics
workbooks encourage a lifelong passion for literature and learning.

Conclusion

First grade phonics workbooks are invaluable resources that significantly
contribute to early literacy development. By understanding phonics, utilizing



effective workbooks, and engaging in supplemental activities, children can
develop essential reading skills. Consistent practice not only enhances
fluency and vocabulary but also nurtures a love for reading that will benefit
them throughout their educational journey.

Q: What are first grade phonics workbooks used for?

A: First grade phonics workbooks are designed to help young learners develop
essential phonics skills, including letter-sound recognition, decoding, and
reading fluency. They provide structured activities that engage children in
learning how to read.

Q: How do I choose the best phonics workbook for my
child?

A: To choose the best phonics workbook, assess your child's current reading
level and specific needs. Look for a workbook that includes a range of
phonics skills and engaging activities, and consider reading reviews for
additional insights.

Q: Are online phonics games effective?

A: Yes, online phonics games can be very effective as they offer interactive
and engaging ways for children to practice their phonics skills. These
digital tools can complement traditional workbooks and provide varied
learning experiences.

Q: How can parents support phonics learning at home?

A: Parents can support phonics learning by reading together daily, practicing
phonics skills during everyday activities, using flashcards for sight words,
and encouraging sound recognition in a fun, engaging manner.

Q: What skills do first grade phonics workbooks
typically cover?

A: First grade phonics workbooks typically cover phonemic awareness, decoding
strategies, common sight words, spelling patterns, and reading comprehension
exercises to provide a comprehensive phonics education.

Q: How often should my child practice phonics
skills?

A: Regular practice is recommended, ideally several times a week. Consistent



engagement with phonics workbooks and related activities can significantly
enhance a child's reading abilities.

Q: Can phonics workbooks help with spelling skills?

A: Yes, phonics workbooks often include spelling activities that reinforce
the relationship between sounds and letters, thereby improving a child's
spelling skills as they learn to decode words.

Q: What age group is best suited for first grade
phonics workbooks?

A: First grade phonics workbooks are primarily designed for children aged 6
to 7 years old, as this is the typical age when they begin to formalize their
reading and writing skills.

Q: Do phonics workbooks vary in difficulty?

A: Yes, phonics workbooks vary in difficulty to accommodate different
learning levels. It'’'s important to select a workbook that matches your
child's abilities to ensure they remain challenged yet not overwhelmed.
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first grade phonics workbooks: Spectrum Phonics, Grade 1 Spectrum, 2014-08-15
Understanding letter sounds is an essential piece to the reading proficiency puzzle. Spectrum
Phonics for grade 1 guides children through consonant pairs, vowel pairs, end sounds, and vowel
sounds. Filled with engaging exercises in a progressive format, this series provides an effective way
to reinforce early language arts skills. --Mastering language arts is a long processNstart with the
basics. Spectrum Phonics is here to help children begin a successful journey to reading proficiency.
With the help of this best-selling series, your child will improve early language arts skills through
practice and activities that focus on phonics, structural analysis, and dictionary skills.

first grade phonics workbooks: Vowels & Consonants for Kids 1st Grade Phonics Workbook
BABY PROFESSOR., Baby Professor, 2016-01-23 Before a child can read, he/she first needs to know
the sounds of the alphabet. Once that's done, then it will be easy to actually read a word. An
effective take at phonics would be the use of picture words. Such a layout attracts and keep a child's
attention. It also makes the subject easier to master because a child can easily associate a word with
a picture.
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2020-02-04 Mastering first grade phonics and spelling is fun and exciting with this book that
combines language arts activities with puzzles and humor to lower the barriers to learning and build
essential skills. Phonics and spelling are important building blocks for future learning, and
Highlights(TM) brings Fun with a Purpose® into these essential activities for first graders. Our
award-winning content blends important language skills with puzzles, humor, and playful art, which
makes learning exciting and fun. Students will learn blends, digraphs, vowel sounds, spelling
patterns, decoding skills,and more--all designed to help them to improve and build confidence in the
classroom.

first grade phonics workbooks: First Grade Reading and Writing Highlights Learning,
2020-02-04 Mastering first grade reading and writing is fun and exciting with this book that
combines language arts activities with puzzles and humor to lower the barriers to learning and build
essential skills. Reading and writing are important building blocks for future learning, and
Highlights(TM) brings Fun with a Purpose® into these activities for first graders. Our
award-winning content blends important skills with puzzles, humor, and playful art, which makes
learning exciting and fun. Kids can practice handwriting, opinion writing, narrative writing,
grammar, vocabulary, rhyming, and phonics, all of which will help students improve and will build
confidence in the classroom.

first grade phonics workbooks: Phonics for First Grade, Grade 1 Carson-Dellosa Publishing,
2010-01-04 Build essential skills while having fun with Home Workbooks! Now updated with fun,
colorful pages and engaging art, each book measures 7 x 9.25 and is filled with 64 pages of
age-appropriate activities, puzzles, and games. These teacher-approved books are perfect for home,
school, summer breaks, and road trips! Skills covered include beginning and ending consonants,
blends and digraphs, long and short vowel sounds, word families, and more! An incentive chart and
140 full-color stickers are also included to help parents or teachers track student progress. Home
Workbooks are available for prekindergarten through grade 3 students, and feature titles in a wide
variety of skill areas to suit any need.

first grade phonics workbooks: Phonics for First Grade BABY PROFESSOR., Baby
Professor, 2016-03-03 Phonics is the first step to reading by the letter. This is an essential step that
kids should take because it trains them to read without depending on photos. For most children,
phonics can be challenging because it requires mastery of the alphabet and the sound of each letter.
But you can make learning phonics much more fun and effective by using this great learning
resource. Secure a copy today!

first grade phonics workbooks: Phonics for First Grade, Grade 1, 2015-01-01 Build
essential skills while having fun with Home Workbooks! Now updated with fun, colorful pages and
engaging art, each book measures 7 x 9.25 and is filled with 64 pages of age-appropriate activities,
puzzles, and games. These teacher-approved books are perfect for home, school, summer breaks,
and road trips! Skills covered include beginning and ending consonants, blends and digraphs, long
and short vowel sounds, word families, and more! An incentive chart and 140 full-color stickers are
also included to help parents or teachers track student progress. Home Workbooks are available for
prekindergarten through grade 3 students, and feature titles in a wide variety of skill areas to suit
any need.

first grade phonics workbooks: First Grade Phonics , 2002-01-17 Build essential skills while
having fun with Home Workbooks! Each book measures 7 x 9.25 and is filled with 64 pages of
age-appropriate activities, puzzles, and games. These teacher-approved books are perfect for extra
practice at home or at school. They can even be used to build upon basic skills during school breaks
or family vacations! 140 full-color stickers, an incentive chart to help parents or teachers track
student progress, and easy-to-use pullout answer keys are also included. Home Workbooks are
available for prekindergarten through grade 3 students, and feature titles in a wide variety of skill
areas to suit any need.

first grade phonics workbooks: Phonics Museum 1st Grade Workbook, 3rd Ed Marlin
Detweiler, Laurie Detweiler, Diane Coleman, Ned Bustard, Emily Fischer, Eric Vanderhoof, 2005-01




first grade phonics workbooks: Sight Words 1st Grade for Practice Patrick Peerson,
2019-03-24 The entire of sight words kindergarten 1st grade books learning process & mechanism
has been relatively easier with the help of adding up most common words in the shape of 1 st grade
sight words Book. First grade sight words writing books for 4 year olds helps in mastering a lot of
aspects by featuring numerous subjects in such a way that the kids could even involve in learning
without any difficulty. * Features : * Phonics books for 4 year olds 1st grade books features as much
as 100 words that children must be learning as it comes with almost all of perspectives like
comprehension, spelling, writing, and even more. * Writing books for 4 year olds includes fill in the
blanks to provide a chance to fill and gain the knowledge along with the interesting stories which
are utterly capable to keep the students engaged for a longer run. * 1st grade phonics flash cards
comes with such situations which have certain story-based scenarios & context and even guess the
words situations are there for enhanced learning. * 1st grade alphabet flash cards have plenty of
words classifying and sorting solutions & exercises which means it lends the kids to learn to
organize the vocabulary and words in a sophisticated fashion. * Flash cards for toddlers first grade
workbooks features the functioning according to which unusual and difficult verb forms are used to
practice for taking learning to another level along with proofreading tendency to have a look at the
possible flaws and errors. Sight word flash cards well so that new data can be composed and
interpreted for ease of learning. Patrick N. Peerson Funny Learn Play Team * This book has been
updated and revised according to the standard curriculum for students by the Expert with more than
ten years of experience from most of the famous and trusted institutions in the United States. We
also guarantee that all contents are correct. *

first grade phonics workbooks: Skills for School Phonics for First Grade , 2019-03-04 Phonics
for First Grade features 64 pages of easy-to-follow activities and practice that engage children’s
skills in spelling and reading—specifically consonant sound, long and short vowel sounds, blends,
and digraphs. The Skills for School series makes learning simple with colorful illustrations and
step-by-step directions. Each book focuses on different early learning skills, allowing you to choose
the book that best fits your child’s areas of improvement. The practice pages include fun activities
that help build your child’s confidence in the subject matter and school. Each book also includes fun
stickers that are great for motivating and rewarding your child.

first grade phonics workbooks: Hooked on Phonics Learn to Read - Level 5, 2017-02-21
Hooked on Phonics® Learn to Read Level 5 is the first 1st Grade level in the complete 8-level Learn
to Read series. - Level 1: Early Emergent Readers (Pre-K) - Level 2: Early Emergent Readers (Pre-K)
- Level 3: Emergent Readers (Kindergarten) - Level 4: Emergent Readers (Kindergarten) - Level 5:
Transitional Readers (First Grade) - Level 6: Transitional Readers (First Grade) - Level 7: Early
Fluent Readers (Second Grade) - Level 8: Early Fluent Readers (Second Grade) All 8 levels are
available in the Hooked on Phonics Learn to Read Kit Designed to help your child learn the building
blocks of reading, Learn to Read Level 5 covers: - Kindergarten Review - Beginning Consonant
Blends Like “ch-,” “sh-,” “th-,” and “qu-” - Two-Syllable Words - 18 New Sight Words This set
includes: - 3 Original Storybooks written to reinforce the skills your child learns in the program -
Slim Sam - Lucky for Me - Good Job, Dennis - 1 Bonus Book, Fred's Red Hat, by the award-winning
children’s book author and illustrator Rosemary Wells - 1 Workbook that will guide you and your
child through all of the lessons and many fun activities - 1 DVD filled with music videos and fun
introductions to each lesson, where letters come to life - 1 Set of Stickers to proudly display in the
workbooks and celebrate reading success - Video streaming online of all DVD content and additional
bonus content on MyHOP (My.HookedonPhonics.com) Designed in conjunction with leading
educators, award-winning authors, teachers and parents, Hooked on Phonics® Learn to Read uses a
proven, simple, and fun method to give your child a strong foundation in phonics and reading skills. -
Learn: Your child learns to read new words by watching the videos and reading the workbook. -
Practice: Your child practices reading the new sound combinations and words in the workbook. -
Read: Your child puts it all together to read a great story. - Celebrate: Celebrate success after each
lesson and track your child’s progress!



first grade phonics workbooks: 1st Grade Sight Words Word Search Book for Kids Sight
Words for Kids Publishing, 2021-03-04 A fun way to practice sight words / high-frequency words!
This book will support your child in learning 1st grade Dolch Sight Words. Sight words don't follow
the standard rules of phonics any and all help to memorize these words will give your child the
confidence they need and boost their reading ability. This word search puzzle book is a powerful tool
that helps your child learn while having fun. What to expect in this literacy-building activity book:
50-word search puzzles with all the Dolch Kinder sight words (A list provided in the front of the
book) Words are written in lowercase as this is how your child will see them written in books etc.
Puzzles have 11 to 12 words per puzzle, repeating the 41 Dolch sight words for better and faster
word recognition. Answer key provided at the back of the book. Book measures 6x9 inches perfect
size for road trips, book bags, and carrying on the go. Let the learning begin, first grade here I
come!

first grade phonics workbooks: Phonics for First Grade, Grade 1 Carson-Dellosa
Publishing, 2010-01-04 Build essential skills while having fun with Home Workbooks! Now updated
with fun, colorful pages and engaging art, each book measures 7 x 9.25 and is filled with 64 pages of
age-appropriate activities, puzzles, and games. These teacher-approved books are perfect for home,
school, summer breaks, and road trips! Skills covered include beginning and ending consonants,
blends and digraphs, long and short vowel sounds, word families, and more! An incentive chart and
140 full-color stickers are also included to help parents or teachers track student progress. Home
Workbooks are available for prekindergarten through grade 3 students, and feature titles in a wide
variety of skill areas to suit any need.

first grade phonics workbooks: Phonics Pathways Dolores G. Hiskes, 2011-04-27 Teaches
students of all ages the basics of phonics with atime-tested, foolproof method This tenth edition of
the best-selling book teaches readingusing sounds and spelling patterns. These sounds and patterns
areintroduced one at a time, and slowly built into words, syllables,phrases, and sentences. Simple
step-by-step directions begin everylesson. Although originally designed for K-2 emergent readers,
thisaward-winning book is also successfully being used with adolescentand adult learners, as well as
second language learners andstudents with learning disabilities. Wise and humorous
proverbsencourage virtues such as patience, perseverance, honesty,kindness, compassion, courage,
and loyalty. Offers help for all students including those with learningdisabilities or very short
attention spans Includes extensive examples, word lists, and practice readingsthat are 100%
decodable Uses a multisensory method that benefits all learningstyles This bestselling, much-loved
book offers a complete approach toteaching phonics and reading for a fraction of the cost of
otherprograms.

first grade phonics workbooks: Bob Books: Sight Words Lynn Maslen Kertell, 2010-07 From
the bestselling learn-to-read program comes a brand-new set of books dedicated entirely to SIGHT
WORDS First-grade edition. Sight words, or high frequency words, are words that appear repeatedly
in your children's reading material. Knowing these words by sight is essential for reading speed and
comprehension. Consistent short vowels and simple stories mean children sound out (decode) most
of the story, and must memorize only three sight words per book. Your child will continue to build
confidence and sight word fluency, with Bob Books Sight Words - First Grade. These ten books
provide 30 more sight words, in slightly longer stories, to build confidence and success in the
progressing reader. CONTINUED]

first grade phonics workbooks: Hooked on Phonics Learn to Read - Level 6 , 2009-05-01
Hooked on Phonics® Learn to Read Level 6 is the second 1st Grade level in the complete 8-level
Learn to Read series. - Level 1: All About Letters (Pre-K) - Level 2: All About Letters (Pre-K) - Level
3: Word Families (Kindergarten) - Level 4: Word Families (Kindergarten) - Level 5: Beginning
Phonics (First Grade) - Level 6: Beginning Phonics (First Grade) - Level 7: Intermediate Phonics
(Second Grade) - Level 8: Intermediate Phonics (Second Grade) All 8 levels are available in the
Hooked on Phonics Learn to Read Kit Designed to help your child learn the building blocks of
reading, Learn to Read Level 6 covers: - Level 5 Review - Ending Consonant Blends Like “-ch,” “-th,”




and “-es” - Suffixes “-ing,” “-er,” “-ly,” and “-ed” - Two-Syllable Words - 18 New Sight Words This set
includes: - 3 Original Storybooks written to reinforce the skills your child learns in the program -
Chick-Chick the Ping-Pong Champ - Over My Head - The Case of the Missing Sandwich - 1 Bonus
Book, The Little Ghost, by the award-winning children’s book author Robert San Souci - 1 Workbook
that will guide you and your child through all of the lessons and many fun activities - 1 DVD filled
with music videos and fun introductions to each lesson, where letters come to life - 1 Set of Stickers
to proudly display in the workbooks and celebrate reading success - 1 Quick Start Guide Designed in
conjunction with leading educators, award-winning authors, teachers and parents, Hooked on
Phonics® Learn to Read uses a proven, simple, and fun method to give your child a strong
foundation in phonics and reading skills. - Learn: Your child learns to read new words by watching
the DVD and reading the workbook. - Practice: Your child practices reading the new sound
combinations and words in the workbook. - Read: Your child puts it all together to read a great story.
- Celebrate: Celebrate success after each lesson and track your child’s progress!

first grade phonics workbooks: Hooked on Phonics Learn to Read - Level 6, 2017-02-21
Hooked on Phonics® Learn to Read Level 6 is the second 1st Grade level in the complete 8-level
Learn to Read series. - Level 1: Early Emergent Readers (Pre-K) - Level 2: Early Emergent Readers
(Pre-K) - Level 3: Emergent Readers (Kindergarten) - Level 4: Emergent Readers (Kindergarten) -
Level 5: Transitional Readers (First Grade) - Level 6: Transitional Readers (First Grade) - Level 7:
Early Fluent Readers (Second Grade) - Level 8: Early Fluent Readers (Second Grade) All 8 levels are
available in the Hooked on Phonics Learn to Read Kit Designed to help your child learn the building
blocks of reading, Learn to Read Level 6 covers: - Level 5 Review - Ending Consonant Blends Like
“-ch,” “-th,” and “-es” - Suffixes “-ing,” “-er,” “-ly,” and “-ed” - Two-Syllable Words - 18 New Sight
Words This set includes: - 3 Original Storybooks written to reinforce the skills your child learns in
the program - Chick-Chick the Ping-Pong Champ - Over My Head - The Case of the Missing
Sandwich - 1 Bonus Book, The Little Ghost, by the award-winning children’s book author Robert San
Souci - 1 Workbook that will guide you and your child through all of the lessons and many fun
activities - 1 DVD filled with music videos and fun introductions to each lesson, where letters come
to life - 1 Set of Stickers to proudly display in the workbooks and celebrate reading success - Video
streaming online of all DVD content and additional bonus content on MyHOP
(My.HookedonPhonics.com) Designed in conjunction with leading educators, award-winning authors,
teachers and parents, Hooked on Phonics® Learn to Read uses a proven, simple, and fun method to
give your child a strong foundation in phonics and reading skills. - Learn: Your child learns to read
new words by watching the videos and reading the workbook. - Practice: Your child practices
reading the new sound combinations and words in the workbook. - Read: Your child puts it all
together to read a great story. - Celebrate: Celebrate success after each lesson and track your
child’s progress!

first grade phonics workbooks: What Your First Grader Needs to Know E.D. Hirsch, Jr.,
2009-07-29 Help your child exceed the Common Core standards with What Your First Grader Needs
to Know What will your child be expected to learn in the first grade? How can you help him or her at
home? How can teachers foster active, successful learning in the classroom? This book answers
these all-important questions and more, offering the specific shared knowledge that hundreds of
parents and teachers across the nation have agreed upon for American first graders. Filled with
opportunities for reading aloud and fostering discussion, this first-grade volume of the acclaimed
Core Knowledge Series presents the sort of knowledge and skills that should be at the core of a
challenging first-grade education. Inside you'll discover  Favorite poems—old and new, such as
“The Owl and the Pussycat,” “Wynken, Blynken, and Nod,” and “Thirty Days Hath September” °
Beloved stories—from many times and lands, including a selection of Aesop’s fables, “Hansel and
Gretel,” “All Stories Are Anansi’s,” “The Tale of Peter Rabbit,” and much more ¢ Familiar sayings
and phrases—such as “Do unto others as you would have them do unto you” and “Practice makes
perfect” « World and American history and geography—take a trip down the Nile with King Tut and
learn about the early days of our country, including the story of Jamestown, the Pilgrims, and the



American Revolution ¢ Visual arts—fun activities plus reproductions of masterworks by Leonardo da
Vinci, Vincent van Gogh, Paul Cézanne, Georgia O’Keeffe, and others * Music—engaging
introductions to great composers and music, including classical music, opera, and jazz, as well as a
selection of favorite children’s songs * Math—a variety of activities to help your child learn to count,
add and subtract, solve problems, recognize geometrical shapes and patterns, and learn about
telling time ¢ Science—interesting discussions of living things and their habitats, the human body,
the states of matter, electricity, our solar system, and what’s inside the earth, plus stories of famous
scientists such as Thomas Edison and Rachel Carson BONUS: This edition includes an excerpt from
What Your Second Grader Needs to Know.

first grade phonics workbooks: Literacy for All Children Carolyn M. Lawrence, 2004
Drawing upon thirty-two years of experience in public education, ranging from the classroom to the
principal's office, author Carolyn Lawrence offers advice, insight, and inspiration to her readers
about how to make reading accessible and even fun for students. However, Lawrence's point
stretches far beyond literacy and delves into the idea that all students, regardless of background and
correct instructional level, are capable of learning and benefiting from a positive school
environment. Her intention is to make the reader a participant in the school's life, to give an
insider's view of how much soul it takes to make a school successful. Through anecdotes and
personal experience, Lawrence provides all readers, both educators and others, with a deeper
understanding of the challenges of public education. She demonstrates the role of the teacher and
the principal as the instructional leader and a daily participant in classroom life, juggling a variety of
roles and responsibilities. This book is useful to all readers with a concern for education, and
particularly for practicing and training school administration and others concerned with curriculum
and instruction planning. It will also be helpful in preparing teacher education students and new
teachers for the classroom.
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