
why are textbooks so hard to read
why are textbooks so hard to read is a question that many students, educators, and readers have
pondered. Textbooks are essential resources for learning, yet they often present significant
challenges. This article will delve into the various reasons textbooks can be difficult to read, including
their complex language, dense formatting, and pedagogical designs. Additionally, we will explore how
these factors contribute to the overall learning experience and provide strategies to enhance
comprehension. By understanding the intricacies of textbook writing and design, readers can better
navigate these educational tools.
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Understanding Textbook Complexity
Textbooks are often characterized by their complexity, which arises from multiple factors. The
primary purpose of a textbook is to convey information comprehensively, which can lead to dense
content that is challenging to digest. This complexity is not merely a feature of advanced subjects; it
can be found across various disciplines, including science, mathematics, and even humanities. The
depth of information presented often requires a significant amount of background knowledge, which
can make initial reading daunting.

Additionally, textbooks are typically written for a broad audience. Authors aim to cater to different
learning styles and levels of understanding, resulting in a mixture of simple and complex
explanations. This inconsistency can confuse readers, particularly when they encounter advanced
concepts without adequate context or preliminary information. The structure of textbooks often
necessitates careful navigation, which can further complicate the reading experience.

Language and Terminology Challenges
One of the significant barriers to reading textbooks is the specialized language and terminology used
within them. Textbooks often incorporate jargon specific to a field or discipline, which may not be
familiar to all readers. This specialized language serves to communicate complex ideas efficiently
among professionals but can alienate students or casual readers.



Impact of Jargon
Jargon can serve a dual purpose: it establishes a sense of belonging within a discipline while
simultaneously creating a barrier for outsiders. For example, in a biology textbook, terms like
“photosynthesis” or “cellular respiration” may be commonplace for students of biology but can be
overwhelming for those new to the subject. This necessitates supplemental learning materials or
glossaries to facilitate comprehension.

Sentence Structure and Complexity
In addition to jargon, the sentence structure in textbooks can contribute to their difficulty. Authors
often use complex, multi-clause sentences to convey sophisticated ideas, which can lead to cognitive
overload. When sentences are lengthy and packed with information, readers may struggle to extract
the main ideas, thereby reducing overall comprehension.

Formatting and Structure Issues
The physical formatting of textbooks also plays a crucial role in how easily they can be read. Many
textbooks utilize dense paragraphs, small fonts, and limited white space, all of which can contribute
to visual fatigue. This design choice can hinder the reader's ability to focus and absorb information
effectively.

Visual Layout and Density
Textbooks often present information in a visually dense manner, with minimal breaks or visual aids.
This lack of separation can make it challenging for readers to identify key points or concepts. Effective
textbooks typically incorporate various formatting techniques to enhance readability, such as bullet
points, tables, and diagrams. A well-structured layout aids learning by allowing readers to process
information in digestible chunks.

Illustrations and Graphics
While many textbooks include illustrations, the effectiveness of these visuals varies widely. Some
graphics may be poorly designed or lack clear explanations, leaving readers confused rather than
enlightened. Effective use of visuals can enhance understanding, but when they are absent or poorly
integrated, they contribute to the reading challenge.

Pedagogical Approaches in Textbooks
The pedagogical strategies employed in textbooks can also affect their readability. Authors often aim
to align content with educational standards and learning objectives, which can lead to a focus on
depth over clarity. This approach can result in textbooks that prioritize comprehensive coverage of a
subject at the expense of accessibility.



Sequential Learning and Pre-Requisites
Many textbooks are designed with a sequential learning model in mind, where each chapter builds
upon the previous one. This assumption can disadvantage students who lack the necessary
foundation in earlier chapters. When students encounter advanced concepts without the prerequisite
knowledge, they may feel lost and disengaged, further complicating their reading experience.

Assessment and Review Methods
Textbooks often include review questions, case studies, and problem sets designed to reinforce
learning. While these are beneficial, they can also be overwhelming, especially if the reader is
struggling to grasp the material. The pressure to engage with these assessments can detract from the
reading experience, making it feel more like a chore than an opportunity for learning.

Strategies for Effective Reading
To mitigate the challenges associated with reading textbooks, several strategies can enhance
comprehension and retention. Understanding how to approach textbook reading can transform the
experience from overwhelming to manageable.

Active Reading Techniques
Active reading involves engaging with the text rather than passively consuming information.
Techniques include highlighting key terms, taking notes in the margins, and summarizing sections in
one's own words. These methods encourage deeper engagement and help reinforce learning.

Utilizing Supplemental Resources
Students can benefit from using supplemental resources such as study guides, online lectures, and
tutoring services to bolster their understanding of complex topics. These materials can provide
alternative explanations or contexts that make the textbook material more relatable and easier to
grasp.

Time Management and Study Habits
Establishing effective study habits can significantly improve reading outcomes. Breaking reading
sessions into manageable chunks and setting specific goals for each session can prevent cognitive
overload. Additionally, scheduling regular review sessions can reinforce learned material and enhance
long-term retention.



Conclusion
In summary, the question of why are textbooks so hard to read encompasses a myriad of factors,
including complex language, dense formatting, and pedagogical approaches. These elements can
create significant barriers to comprehension, particularly for students new to a subject. However, by
employing strategies such as active reading and utilizing supplemental resources, readers can
overcome these challenges and improve their learning experience. Understanding the intricacies of
textbook design not only aids in better navigation of these educational tools but also empowers
readers to engage more effectively with the material.

Q: Why do textbooks use so much jargon?
A: Textbooks use jargon to communicate complex ideas efficiently among experts in the field.
However, this specialized language can alienate newcomers and create barriers to understanding.

Q: How can small font sizes affect reading comprehension?
A: Small font sizes can lead to visual fatigue and make it challenging for readers to focus on the text.
This can hinder comprehension and retention of information.

Q: Are all textbooks designed the same way?
A: No, textbooks vary significantly in design, structure, and pedagogical approach. Some are more
reader-friendly, using visuals and clear formatting, while others may be dense and challenging.

Q: How important are visuals in textbooks?
A: Visuals are crucial in textbooks as they help illustrate complex concepts and enhance
understanding. Poorly designed visuals can detract from comprehension, while effective ones can
significantly aid learning.

Q: What are some effective reading strategies for textbooks?
A: Effective reading strategies include active reading techniques, such as highlighting key points,
taking notes, breaking reading sessions into manageable chunks, and using supplemental resources
to reinforce learning.

Q: Why is background knowledge important when reading
textbooks?
A: Background knowledge is essential because textbooks often assume a certain level of
understanding. Without this foundation, readers may struggle to grasp new concepts and feel
overwhelmed.



Q: Can textbooks be improved to enhance readability?
A: Yes, textbooks can be improved by incorporating clearer language, better formatting, more visuals,
and considering the diverse needs of learners to make them more accessible and engaging.

Q: What role do review questions play in textbooks?
A: Review questions in textbooks are designed to reinforce learning and assess comprehension.
However, they can also create pressure for students, particularly if they are struggling with the
material.

Q: How can time management improve textbook reading?
A: Effective time management allows readers to break down reading into manageable sessions,
reducing cognitive overload and enhancing focus, ultimately leading to better comprehension and
retention.

Q: What is the impact of textbook design on student
engagement?
A: Textbook design significantly impacts student engagement; well-structured, visually appealing
textbooks can capture attention and facilitate learning, while poorly designed ones may lead to
disengagement and frustration.
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  why are textbooks so hard to read: Math for Programmers Paul Orland, 2021-01-12 Explore
important mathematical concepts through hands-on coding. Purchase of the print book includes a
free eBook in PDF, Kindle, and ePub formats from Manning Publications. To score a job in data
science, machine learning, computer graphics, and cryptography, you need to bring strong math
skills to the party. Math for Programmers teaches the math you need for these hot careers,
concentrating on what you need to know as a developer. Filled with lots of helpful graphics and
more than 200 exercises and mini-projects, this book unlocks the door to interesting–and
lucrative!–careers in some of today’s hottest programming fields. About the technology Skip the
mathematical jargon: This one-of-a-kind book uses Python to teach the math you need to build
games, simulations, 3D graphics, and machine learning algorithms. Discover how algebra and
calculus come alive when you see them in code! About the book In Math for Programmers you’ll
explore important mathematical concepts through hands-on coding. Filled with graphics and more
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than 300 exercises and mini-projects, this book unlocks the door to interesting–and
lucrative!–careers in some of today’s hottest fields. As you tackle the basics of linear algebra,
calculus, and machine learning, you’ll master the key Python libraries used to turn them into
real-world software applications. What's inside Vector geometry for computer graphics Matrices and
linear transformations Core concepts from calculus Simulation and optimization Image and audio
processing Machine learning algorithms for regression and classification About the reader For
programmers with basic skills in algebra. About the author Paul Orland is a programmer, software
entrepreneur, and math enthusiast. He is co-founder of Tachyus, a start-up building predictive
analytics software for the energy industry. You can find him online at www.paulor.land. Table of
Contents 1 Learning math with code PART I - VECTORS AND GRAPHICS 2 Drawing with 2D vectors
3 Ascending to the 3D world 4 Transforming vectors and graphics 5 Computing transformations with
matrices 6 Generalizing to higher dimensions 7 Solving systems of linear equations PART 2 -
CALCULUS AND PHYSICAL SIMULATION 8 Understanding rates of change 9 Simulating moving
objects 10 Working with symbolic expressions 11 Simulating force fields 12 Optimizing a physical
system 13 Analyzing sound waves with a Fourier series PART 3 - MACHINE LEARNING
APPLICATIONS 14 Fitting functions to data 15 Classifying data with logistic regression 16 Training
neural networks
  why are textbooks so hard to read: Building Literacy in Social Studies Donna Ogle, Ronald M.
Klemp, 2007 This book demonstrates how teachers can help their students understand their social
studies texts, leading them to become successful readers, critical thinkers, and active citizens.
  why are textbooks so hard to read: Reading for Academic Success Richard W. Strong, Harvey
F. Silver, Matthew J. Perini, Gregory M. Tuculescu, 2002-02-19 Not just for reading teachers, this
book is ideal for all secondary content areas. Each chapter includes a wealth of resources such as
powerful reading strategies, vivid classroom examples, and Strategies for Struggling Readers
sections to help close the achievement gap between proficient and at-risk students —Rachel
Billmeyer, Educational Consultant Author, Capturing ALL of the Reader Through the Reading
Assessment System The authors bring together the latest research on many current topics and offer
practical strategies that can be readily implemented in the classroom. Practitioners will be thrilled
with the clarity and the significance of the examples presented. —Anne Grall Reichel North Cook
Intermediate Service Center Des Plaines, IL Many secondary teachers do not know how to help
students improve their reading skills. This book will definitely help! —Margo Marvin, Director of
Curriculum and Technology Windsor Locks Public Schools, CT This is the best synthesis of reading
strategies that I′ve seen! I will definitely use this book. —Jeanelle Bland, Professor of Education
Eastern Connecticut State University Empower your students with A+ reading skills and watch
achievement soar! Students′ mastery of subject matter rests heavily upon their ability to read
proficiently. Likewise, a teacher′s capacity to cover all the material in a course and cultivate
successful learners depends largely on the students′ reading skills, as these skills are inextricably
linked to problem solving, critical thinking, writing, researching, organizing ideas, reasoning, and
creativity. Through specific examples, real-life scenarios, diagrams, and detailed guidelines, this
book vividly conveys the most fundamental and effective means to boost student learning and
teacher performance. The wealth of easy-to-use strategies and the authors′ warm and encouraging
tone further enhance the easy integration of the valuable information provided. Key features include:
Exploration of the seven core reading challenges—and corresponding strategies for success Tips for
tailoring each strategy to distinct disciplines, from science and mathematics to English and social
studies A Strategies for Struggling Readers section in each chapter that highlights ways to meet the
needs of students with learning disabilities and other special needs Practical applications that
implement and reinforce research findings, including the five common characteristics of successful
readers Expressly designed for the secondary teacher, the down-to-earth approach and proven
methods outlined can have a significant and far-reaching positive impact in any school, turning even
average or below-average students into high-achieving, thoughtful readers.
  why are textbooks so hard to read: This Book Will Not Be on the Test Paul Smith Rivas,



2019-02-15 The problem with higher education today is that colleges are not transparent about their
students’ academic lives, so families don’t know what their students should experience or
accomplish in college. This book is part on-the-ground college insider tell-all memoir and part study
skills bible. It’s brutally honest, relatable, entirely free of jargon, and alerts parents to a huge
problem in American education today—high school doesn’t prepare students to thrive in college.
Offering explicit study skills solutions for the academic, financial, and mental health problems
caused by this unfortunate reality, This Book Will Not Be on the Test helps students, parents,
teachers, and administrators have more rewarding experiences in schools, to the great benefit of
themselves and their school communities. It shows students how to learn more and earn better
grades in less time so that they can make the most of their college investment; it shows what parents
can expect from their kids’ college experiences; and it shows administrators what the schoolwork is
really like at the level below or above their current professional context. Every parent will recognize
their college-bound children somewhere in this book.
  why are textbooks so hard to read: Reading Research Into the Year 2000 Anne P. Sweet,
Judith I. Anderson, 2013-12-16 Through the years, research on reading has made enormous
contributions to helping us understand how students learn to read and how teachers can best
instruct them. Research continues to add to our fundamental knowledge of reading in significant
ways, thus adding more pieces to the puzzle -- for example, finding answers to how students learn
content in other school subjects through reading, and what strategies teachers can use to help their
students do this more effectively. Reading Research into the Year 2000 describes the dynamic
process that the Department of Education engages in to plan and execute a reading research
agenda. It was written to inform a wide ranging public -- those who will benefit directly or indirectly,
from reading research findings, including those who use research applications, as well as those who
conduct the research. Moreover, it was written to make public the process of establishing a national
R&D Center. Few people outside the Department of Education are aware of the procedures that are
undertaken. The editors believe that if more people are in the know, they will be more likely to
participate in the entire process -- from generating research ideas to submitting applications -- and
that this greater participation is essential if we are to garner divergent thinking about how to solve
critical education research issues. They have made a significant step toward breaking down barriers
to full participation, and paved the way for greater involvement of non-traditional players in
competing for a national R&D Center award.
  why are textbooks so hard to read: Baby, Just Say Yes Ya Ya, 2020-07-26 Her good father
suddenly had a heart attack and became a vegetable. Her boyfriend went into a car accident during
the wedding banquet and was unconscious, and she told him that the culprit in her life would kill the
person closest to her. In one night, she became a jinx that everyone avoided, became the topic of
gossip, and she was annulled by her grandmother. Mr. Xin, why did you marry a jinx and go home?
You're not afraid that I'll kill you. What a coincidence, I was fated to die as well. It just so happens
that we both have to bear the consequences.
  why are textbooks so hard to read: New York Herald Tribune Books , 1927
  why are textbooks so hard to read: Strategies that Work Stephanie Harvey, Anne Goudvis,
2007 Describes strategies teachers can use to promote reading comprehension in students from
kindergarten through eighth grade; and includes examples of student work, illustrations, and other
reference tools.
  why are textbooks so hard to read: Academic Language & Academic Vocabulary Eli R.
Johnson, 2012 Academic Language & Academc Vocabulary is the perfect book for any teacher,
instructional coach, or school administrator who is striving to improve instruction. It contains the
general academic language and the domain specific language essential to implementing the
Common Core Standards. The book provides strategies that will definitely enhance response to
intervention (RTI) and content area instruction. These strategies give students the skills they need to
overcome the challenges they face in school. The book contains academic language lists (the mortar)
and four content area academic vocabulary lists (the bricks) to help ELL, struggling readers, and any



student who wants to succeed academically and prepare for college. The word lists alone are worth
their weight in gold for students who lack the essential academic language and academic vocabulary
to succeed in school. Learn the strategies and key words that will unlock learning for all of your
students.
  why are textbooks so hard to read: Departments of Labor, Health and Human Services,
Education, and Related Agencies Appropriations for 2003 United States. Congress. House.
Committee on Appropriations. Subcommittee on the Departments of Labor, Health and Human
Services, Education, and Related Agencies, 2002
  why are textbooks so hard to read: Reading Media Theory Brett Mills, David M. Barlow,
2014-06-11 What does the Frankfurt School have to say about the creative industries? Does the
spread of Google prove we now live in an information society? How is Madonna an example of
postmodernism? How new is new media? Does the power of Facebook mean we're all media makers
now? This groundbreaking volume – part reader, part textbook - helps you to engage thoroughly with
some of the major voices that have come to define the landscape of theory in media studies, from the
public sphere to postmodernism, from mass communication theory to media effects, from production
to reception and beyond. But much more than this, by providing assistance and questions directly
alongside the readings, it crucially helps you develop the skills necessary to become a critical,
informed and analytical reader. Each reading is supported on the facing page by author annotations
which provide comments, dissect the arguments, explain key ideas and terminology, make
references to other relevant material, and pose questions that emerge from the text. Key features:
Opening chapters: ‘What is theory?’ and ‘What is reading?’ bring alive the importance of both as key
parts of media scholarship Pre-reading: substantial Introductory sections set each text and its author
in context and show the relevance of the reading to contemporary culture Post-reading: Reflection
sections summarise each reading’s key points and suggests further areas to explore and think about
4 types of annotations help you engage with the reading – context, content, structure, and writing
style .... as well as questions to provoke further thought Split into 4 sections – Reading theory, Key
thinkers and schools, Approaches and Media Theory in context New to the second edition: New
chapters on New Media, and Audiences as Producers Reading Media Theory will assist you in
developing close-reading and analytic skills. It will also increase your ability to outline key theories
and debates, assess different case studies critically, link theoretical approaches to a particular
historical context, and to structure and present an argument. As such, it will be essential reading for
undergraduate and postgraduate students of media studies, cultural studies, communication studies,
the sociology of the media, popular culture and other related subjects.
  why are textbooks so hard to read: Childlike James Tom, 2009-02 Joshua Nun starts his first
year in college with hopes of adventure, education and finding a girlfriend. Much to his surprise he
meets not one but three ladies, all who want to help him find God. Joshua, with help from his friends,
manages to travel down an often-hilarious road to where he comes face to face with his Lord. James
Tom has been writing stories since he was in the sixth grade. But it wasn't until he recognized God's
grace that his writing became his mission. This is his first novel. He lives with his wife and children
in San Jose, California.
  why are textbooks so hard to read: 81 Questions for Parents Kristen J. Amundson,
2021-05-17 As a former teacher, school board chair, and state legislator, Kristen J. Amundson has
spent decades answering parents’ questions about school. 81 Questions for Parents: Helping Your
Kids Succeed in School highlights the most important of these questions, covering a child’s school
journey from preschool to postsecondary education. It includes some of the school secrets parents
need to know—the often unwritten rules that can make a child’s K-12 experience the best it can be.
Should you “redshirt” your kindergartener (and hold them out for a year)? How much parent help on
homework is too much? And why could playing in the band be a secret to getting your child into a
good college? And for parents who are struggling to teach their child at home, there are tips on how
to do that while still keeping your sanity (and your own job). 81 Questions for Parents combines
common sense, research, and a little humor to help parents support their child to get the best



possible education.
  why are textbooks so hard to read: The Arithmetic Teacher , 1958
  why are textbooks so hard to read: Organizational Communication Dennis K. Mumby,
2012-08-02 Organizational Communication: A Critical Approach is the first textbook in the field that
is written from a critical perspective while providing a comprehensive survey of theory and research
in organizational communication. The text familiarizes students with the field of organizational
communication—historically, conceptually, and practically—and challenges them to reconsider their
common sense understandings of work and organizations, preparing them for participation in 21st
century organizational settings. Linking theory with practice, Mumby skillfully explores the
significant role played by organizations and corporations in constructing our identities. The book
thus provides important ways for students to critically reflect on their own relationships to work,
consumption, and organizations.
  why are textbooks so hard to read: Nanoscience Education, Workforce Training, and
K-12 Resources Judith Light Feather, Miquel F. Aznar, 2018-10-08 The nanotech revolution waits
for no man, woman...or child. To revitalize science, technology, engineering, and mathematics
(STEM) performance, the U.S. educational system requires a practical strategy to better educate
students about nanoscale science and engineering research. This is particularly important in grades
K–12, the effective gestation point for future ideas and information. Optimize your use of free
resources from the National Science Foundation The first book of its kind, Nanoscience Education,
Workforce Training, and K–12 Resources promotes nano-awareness in both the public and private
sectors, presenting an overview of the current obstacles that must be overcome within the complex
U.S. educational system before any reform is possible. It’s a race against time—and other
countries—and the fear is that U.S. students could lag behind for decades, with ineffective teaching
and learning methods handicapping their ability to compete globally. Focusing on the application of
new knowledge, this concise and highly readable book explores the transdisciplinary nature of
nanoscience and its societal impact, also addressing workforce training and risk management.
Illustrating the historical perspective of the complexity of K–12 education communities, it defines
nanotechnology and evaluates pertinent global and national landscapes, presenting examples of
successful change within them. This book is composed of four sections: Foundations—addresses the
national educational matrix, exploring the scientific and social implications associated with the delay
in adopting nanoscience education in public schools Teaching Nanotechnology—discusses the
critical process of teaching K–12 students the skills to understand and evaluate emerging
technologies they will encounter Nanoscience Resources and Programs—provides a wide overview of
the resources offered by funded outreach programs from universities with nanoscience centers
Framework Applied—analyzes the structure of national government programs and skill level
recommendations for nanoeducation from the National Nanotechnology Initiatives This book offers
plans of action and links to sustainable (largely free) development tools to help K–12 students
acquire the skills to understand and evaluate emerging technologies. Promoting a holistic teaching
approach that encompasses all aspects of science, the authors strive to help readers implement
change so that decisions about resources and learning are no longer made from the top down by
policymakers, but rather from the bottom up by teachers, parents, and students at the local level.
Akhlesh Lakhtakia, one of the contributors to this volume, was recently featured on CNN in a
discussion on solar energy.
  why are textbooks so hard to read: Reed Brothers Boxed Set 18 BOOKS! Bundle Tammy
Falkner, FULL REED BROTHERS SERIES including: p.p1 {margin: 0.0px 0.0px 0.0px 0.0px; font:
13.0px Helvetica} p.p2 {margin: 0.0px 0.0px 0.0px 0.0px; font: 13.0px Helvetica; min-height:
16.0px} 1. Tall, Tatted, and Tempting 2. Smart, Sexy and Secretive 3. Calmly, Carefully, Completely
4. Just Jelly Beans and Jealousy 5. Finally Finding Faith 6. Reagan’s Revenge and Ending Emily’s
Engagement 7. Maybe Matt’s Miracle 8. Proving Paul’s Promise 9. Only One 10. Beautiful Bride 11.
Zip, Zero, Zilch 12. Christmas with the Reeds 13. Good Girl Gone 14. While We Waited 15. Holding
Her Hand 16. Yes, You 17. Always April 18. I’m In It This set has a value of over $53.00 if purchased



individually.
  why are textbooks so hard to read: The Penguin Book of Korean Short Stories Bruce Fulton,
2023-04-27 ‘An ever-surprising and stylistically diverse anthology that will surely stand as the
touchstone collection of Korean literature for decades to come’ Literary Review This eclectic,
moving and wonderfully enjoyable collection is the essential introduction to Korean literature.
Journeying through Korea's dramatic twentieth century, from the Japanese occupation and colonial
era to the devastating war between North and South and the rapid, disorienting urbanization of later
decades, The Penguin Book of Korean Short Stories captures a hundred years of Korea's vibrant
short-story tradition. Here are peddlers and donkeys travelling across moonlit fields; artists drinking
and debating in the tea-houses of 1920s Seoul; soldiers fighting for survival; exiles from the war who
can never go home again; and lonely men and women searching for connection in the dizzying
modern city. The collection features stories by some of Korea's greatest writers, including Pak
Wanso, O Chonghui and Cho Chongnae, as well as many brilliant contemporary voices, such as P'yon
Hyeyong, Han Yujoo and Kim Aeran. Curated by Bruce Fulton, this is a volume that will surprise,
unsettle and delight. Edited by Bruce Fulton With an introduction by Kwon Youngmin
  why are textbooks so hard to read: Practice in English Communication Clark Mixon Emery,
1944
  why are textbooks so hard to read: Why Do I Have to Learn This Stuff? Kyle Stevens, 2003
One of the most common questions asked by high-school students is: 'Why do I have to learn this
stuff?' High-school English textbooks answer this question, with regard to what is taught in English
class anyway, and the answer is what students have always suspected: There is no good reason to
know much of what they are being taught. English textbooks are full of such egregious errors that
their publication demonstrates that one needs no more than a superficial knowledge of their subject
matter to edit or write for them. If those who are responsible for introducing students to literary
studies do not need to know the subject, indifferent adolescents have a right to wonder why they
should bother to do their schoolwork. Indeed, if teachers are passing on the information that is being
provided by textbook companies, students may be better off ignoring their reading assignments.
Excerpt The examination of the lives of Desiderius Erasmus and Thomas More is particularly
revealing of the kind of ignorance that a book publisher will accept from its employees. After briefly
reviewing his life and interests, the text notes that Erasmus was friends with More and points out
that the two friends had much in common (199). This is true enough, but having stumbled upon the
fact that Erasmus and More had much in common, the text proceeds to explain what they had in
common, and error, egregious as well as obvious, raises its ugly head. To determine the
commonalities between these two thinkers, the person working on the text must have decided that
what was true of Erasmus must also have been true of More. Both thinkers, the person thus
concludes, must have been dedicated churchmen (199). Erasmus was a churchman: He was a monk.
More, by contrast, was a lawyer who became Lord Chancellor of England, something mentioned in
the text. He was, in other words, a layman, not a churchman, despite his refusing to acknowledge
that Henry VIII was Supreme Head of the Church of England and losing his head for his
intransigence. A churchman, as Catholics understand the term, is one who has taken religious vows
and become a member of the clergy, as More considered doing before he settled into his career as a
lawyer. The word churchman, it is true, began to mean a member of a Church in the late
seventeenth century, but when it is used in this sense, the word is only applied to the members of
Anglican state churches throughout the world, that is, The Church of England, The Church of
Ireland, and so on (OED). Neither Erasmus nor More were churchman in this sense, both being
Catholics, and anyone in possession of a decent dictionary could have found that out. Catalogue
Information
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