
world music textbooks
World music textbooks serve as essential resources for educators, students, and enthusiasts
seeking to explore the diverse musical landscapes of cultures around the globe. These textbooks not
only provide a comprehensive overview of various musical traditions but also delve into the social,
historical, and cultural contexts that shape the music. As globalization continues to influence the way
we perceive and understand music, the importance of these educational resources becomes even
more pronounced. This article will examine the significance of world music textbooks, their key
components, and the best available resources for both academic and personal exploration.
Additionally, it will highlight the role of these textbooks in music education and how they can enhance
one's understanding of global music practices.
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Key Components of World Music Textbooks

World music textbooks encompass a variety of elements that contribute to a comprehensive
understanding of global music traditions. These components are crucial for students and educators
alike, as they provide the foundational knowledge necessary to appreciate and study music from
different cultures.

Musical Genres and Styles

One of the primary components of world music textbooks is the exploration of various musical genres
and styles. These textbooks often categorize music according to geographic regions, such as:

African music

Asian music



Latin American music

European folk music

North American indigenous music

By examining these genres, students gain insights into the unique characteristics and cultural
significance of each style. Textbooks frequently include discussions of instruments, rhythms, and
scales that are specific to these genres, making it easier for learners to grasp the distinctions among
them.

Cultural Context and History

Another vital aspect of world music textbooks is their focus on the cultural and historical contexts of
music. Understanding the origins and evolution of musical traditions is essential for a deeper
appreciation of the art form. Textbooks often cover topics such as:

The influence of colonialism on indigenous music

How migration has shaped musical styles

The role of music in rituals and ceremonies

Socio-political influences on music creation

These discussions help students to contextualize music within broader cultural narratives, fostering a
more holistic understanding of its significance.

Top World Music Textbooks to Consider

Choosing the right textbook can significantly enhance the learning experience. Here are some of the
most highly recommended world music textbooks available today:

1. "World Music: A Global Journey" by Andrew Shahriari

This textbook offers a comprehensive introduction to world music, providing insights into various
musical traditions from different regions. It is known for its engaging writing style and includes
numerous audio and video examples to enrich the learning experience.



2. "Music of the World’s Peoples" by John Blacking

This classic text emphasizes the relationship between music and culture. It provides in-depth analyses
of different musical systems and their social functions, making it an essential resource for students
interested in ethnomusicology.

3. "World Music: Traditions and Transformations" by Michael
Bakan

Focusing on the concept of music as a living practice, this textbook explores how traditional music
evolves over time. It includes case studies and fieldwork examples that demonstrate the dynamic
nature of musical traditions.

4. "The Study of Ethnomusicology: Thirty-One Issues and
Concepts" by Bruno Nettl

This book is a fundamental resource for anyone serious about the academic study of world music. It
addresses key issues in ethnomusicology and provides a theoretical framework for understanding
music as a cultural phenomenon.

5. "World Music: A Very Short Introduction" by Philip V.
Bohlman

This concise introduction is perfect for those new to the subject. It provides an overview of world
music's significance and discusses its impact on global culture, making it an excellent starting point
for further study.

The Role of World Music in Education

World music textbooks play a crucial role in educational settings, helping students develop a broader
understanding of music. They not only serve as instructional materials but also encourage cultural
appreciation and sensitivity.

Promoting Cultural Awareness

Incorporating world music into the curriculum promotes cultural diversity and awareness. Students
learn to appreciate not only the music itself but also the cultural narratives behind it. This awareness



is essential in today's interconnected world, fostering respect for different cultures and traditions.

Enhancing Musical Skills

World music education encourages students to broaden their musical skills by exposing them to
various instruments, scales, and rhythmic patterns. This exposure can enhance their overall
musicianship and creativity. Engaging with diverse musical traditions helps students understand the
universality of music while also appreciating its unique qualities across cultures.

Future Trends in World Music Textbooks

The landscape of world music textbooks is continuously evolving, influenced by technological
advancements and changing educational needs. Here are some emerging trends:

Integration of Technology

As digital resources become more prevalent, many world music textbooks are incorporating
multimedia elements. This includes audio recordings, video performances, and interactive online
platforms that enhance the learning experience. Students can engage with music in a more dynamic
way, making lessons more impactful.

Focus on Globalization and Hybridization

With globalization, music is increasingly cross-cultural, leading to hybrid genres that blend various
musical traditions. Future textbooks are likely to explore these developments, discussing how cultural
exchange shapes contemporary music. This focus will provide students with a deeper understanding
of the current musical landscape.

Conclusion

World music textbooks are invaluable resources that broaden our understanding of the rich tapestry
of global musical traditions. By exploring various genres, cultural contexts, and the role of music in
society, these textbooks serve not only as educational tools but also as bridges connecting diverse
cultures. As the field continues to evolve with technological advancements and changing cultural
dynamics, the importance of these resources will only grow. Embracing world music education is
essential in fostering a more inclusive and culturally aware society.



Frequently Asked Questions

Q: What are the main themes covered in world music
textbooks?
A: World music textbooks typically cover themes such as musical genres and styles, cultural context
and history, the role of music in society, and the impact of globalization on music.

Q: How can world music textbooks enhance music education?
A: These textbooks promote cultural awareness, provide diverse musical examples, and encourage
the development of a broader range of musical skills through exposure to various instruments and
traditions.

Q: Are there specific world music textbooks recommended for
beginners?
A: Yes, "World Music: A Very Short Introduction" by Philip V. Bohlman is an excellent starting point for
beginners, offering a concise overview of the significance of world music.

Q: What is the significance of cultural context in
understanding world music?
A: Cultural context helps learners appreciate the social, historical, and political influences that shape
musical traditions, providing a more comprehensive understanding of the music itself.

Q: How do world music textbooks address the impact of
globalization?
A: Many textbooks discuss how globalization leads to cultural exchange, resulting in hybrid musical
genres and the evolution of traditional music, reflecting contemporary societal changes.

Q: Can world music textbooks be used in non-academic
settings?
A: Absolutely! World music textbooks can be valuable resources for anyone interested in exploring
global music traditions, regardless of academic background.

Q: What future trends are expected in world music education?
A: Future trends may include increased integration of technology, focusing on hybrid musical genres,
and a greater emphasis on the impact of globalization on music.



Q: Are there interactive resources available alongside world
music textbooks?
A: Yes, many modern world music textbooks include multimedia elements such as audio recordings
and video performances that enhance the learning experience.

Q: How do world music textbooks contribute to cultural
sensitivity?
A: By exposing students to diverse musical traditions and their cultural contexts, these textbooks
foster respect and understanding of different cultures, promoting cultural sensitivity.

Q: What is the role of fieldwork in world music studies?
A: Fieldwork allows students to engage directly with music traditions, providing firsthand experience
and insights, which enrich their understanding of the material covered in textbooks.

World Music Textbooks
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  world music textbooks: Excursions in World Music Timothy Rommen, Bruno Nettl, 2020-09-17
Excursions in World Music is a comprehensive introductory textbook to the musics of the world,
creating a panoramic experience for students by engaging the many cultures around the globe, and
highlighting the sheer diversity to be experienced in the world of music. At the same time, the text
illustrates the often profound ways through which a deeper exploration of these many different
communities can reveal overlaps, shared horizons, and common concerns in spite of, and because of,
this very diversity. The new eighth edition features six brand new chapters, including chapters on
Japan, Sub-Saharan Africa, China and Taiwan, Europe, Maritime Southeast Asia, and Indigenous
Peoples. General updates have been made to other chapters, replacing visuals and updating
charts/statistics. Another major addition to the eighth edition is the publication of a companion
Reader, entitled Critical Themes in World Music. Each chapter in the Reader is designed to
introduce students to a theoretical concept or thematic area within ethnomusicology and illustrate
its possibilities by pointing to case studies drawn from at least three chapters in Excursions in World
Music. Chapters include the following topics: Music, Gender, and Sexuality; Music and Ritual;
Coloniality and World Music; Music and Space; Music and Diaspora; Communication, Technology,
Media; Musical Labor, Musical Value; and Music and Memory. Instructors can use this resource as a
primary or secondary path through the materials, either assigning chapters from the textbook and
then digging deeper by exploring a chapter from the Reader, or starting with a Reader chapter and
then moving into the musical specifics offered in the textbook chapters. Having available both an
area studies and a thematic approach to the materials offers important flexibility to instructors and
also provides students with additional means of engaging with the musics of the world. A companion
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website with a new test bank and fully updated instructor’s manual is available for instructors.
Numerous resources are posted for students, including streamed audio listening, additional
resources (such as links to YouTube videos or websites), a musical fundamentals essay (introducing
concepts such as meter, melody, harmony, form, etc.), interactive quizzes, and flashcards.
PURCHASING OPTIONS Textbook and Reader Package (Paperback): 9781138354630 Textbook Only
(Hardback): 9781138359369 Textbook Only (Paperback): 9781138359390 Textbook Only (eBook):
9780429433757 Reader Only (Hardback): 9781138354562 Reader Only (Paperback):
9781138354609 Reader Only (eBook): 9780429424717 **VISIT THE COMPANION WEBSITE**
www.routledgetextbooks.com/textbooks/9781138359390
  world music textbooks: World Music: A Global Journey Terry E. Miller, Andrew Shahriari,
2016-12-19 World Music: A Global Journey, Fourth Edition takes students around the world to
experience the diversity of musical expression and cultural traditions. It is known for its breadth in
surveying the world's major cultures in a systematic study of world music within a strong
pedagogical framework. As one would prepare for any journey, each chapter starts with background
preparation, reviewing the historical, cultural, and musical overview of the region. Visits to multiple
sites within a region provide in-depth studies of varied musical traditions. Music analysis begins with
an experiential first impression of the music, followed by an aural analysis of the sound and
prominent musical elements. Finally, students are invited to consider the cultural connections that
give the music its meaning and life. Fourth Edition features: New sites! Plena from Puerto Rico
Chuida from China Gagaku from Japan has returned from the Second Edition New Inside Look
features spotlight distinguished ethnomusicologists such as Dr. Terence Liu, K.S. Resni, Dr.
Sumarsam, Dr. Mick Moloney, Walter Mahovlich, Natalie MacMaster, and Gilbert Velez Addition of
DANCE, inseparable to musical expression in some cultures Updates as needed, resulting from
various changes in culture, politics, and war New and revised test questions, new photos, and other
revised resources The dynamic companion website hosts interactive listening guides plus many
student and instructor resources. A set of three CDs is available, either in the hardcover or
paperback packages or as a stand-alone purchase. PURCHASING OPTIONS Print Paperback Pack -
Book and CD set: 9781138911277 Print Hardback Pack - Book and CD set: 9781138911284 Print
Paperback - Book only: 9781138911314 Audio CD: 9781138697805 eBook Pack - eBook and mp3
file: 9781315692791* *For eBook users, please email ebooksupplementaryrequests@tandf.co.uk
with proof of purchase to obtain access to the mp3 audio compilation. An access code and
instructions will be provided. (The mp3 audio compilation is not available for separate sale.)
  world music textbooks: World Music CONCISE Terry E. Miller, Andrew Shahriari, 2023-10-06
World Music CONCISE: A Global Journey, Third Edition, explores the diversity of musical expression
around the world, taking students across the globe to experience cultural traditions that challenge
the ear, the mind, and the spirit. Based on the Fifth Edition of World Music: A Global Journey, this
Third CONCISE Edition maintains the text’s familiar travel theme and strong pedagogical
framework to serve as an introduction to the many and varied world music traditions, condensing
the number of travel sites from 69 to 44. These sites are carefully selected from the existing
compilation to be representative of all continents and regions. Features Easy-to-follow chapter
structure, organized by geographic region Listening Guides, detailed maps, and hundreds of colorful
photos Coverage of an eclectic blend of world musics, including both popular and traditional music A
robust companion website with audio examples, flashcards, quizzes, and video links—ideal for online
coursework Used in classrooms around the globe, World Music: A Global Journey is an
internationally acclaimed and best-selling textbook with a student-friendly approach. This Third
CONCISE Edition is a fundamental resource for exploring world music and culture.
  world music textbooks: Excursions in World Music Timothy Rommen, Isabel K. F. Wong,
Charles Capwell, Thomas Turino, Philip V. Bohlman, Byron Dueck, Richard C. Jankowsky, Joshua D.
Pilzer, Jim Sykes, 2016 This comprehensive introductory text creates a panoramic experience for
beginner students by exposing them to the many musical cultures around the globe. Each chapter
opens with a musical encounter in which the author introduces a key musical culture. Through these



experiences, students are introduced to key musical styles, musical instruments, and performance
practices. Students are taught how to actively listen to key musical examples through detailed
listening guides. The role of music in society is emphasized through chapters that focus on key world
cultural groups.--Publisher website.
  world music textbooks: World Music: Traditions and Transformations Michael Bakan,
2007
  world music textbooks: World Music Concise Terry E. Miller, Andrew C. Shahriari, 2023 World
Music CONCISE: A Global Journey, Third Edition, introduces students to the diversity of musical
expression around the world, taking them across the globe to experience cultural traditions that
challenge the ear, the mind, and the spirit. Based on the Fifth Edition, this Third CONCISE Edition
serves as an introduction to the many and varied world music traditions. It stays rooted in a solid
pedagogical framework and maintains the text's familiar travel theme while condensing the number
of sites to 41. These sites are carefully selected from the existing compilation so as to remain
representative of all continents and regions--
  world music textbooks: Excursions in World Music Bruno Nettl, Thomas Turino, Isabel
Wong, Charles Capwell, Philip Bolman, Byron Dueck, Timmothy Rommen, 2015-09-25 Explore the
relationship between music and society around the world This comprehensive introductory text
creates a panoramic experience for beginner students by exposing them to the many musical
cultures around the globe. Each chapter opens with a musical encounter in which the author
introduces a key musical culture. Through these experiences, students are introduced to key musical
styles, musical instruments, and performance practices. Students are taught how to actively listen to
key musical examples through detailed listening guides. The role of music in society is emphasized
through chapters that focus on key world cultural groups.
  world music textbooks: Exploring the World of Music Dorothea E. Hast, 2010
  world music textbooks: The World of Music David Willoughby, 1999 The World of Music is a
music listening book designed for the growing number of teachers who want to focus on listening to
music as it exists in the real world of their students. Expanding the traditional repertoire used for
music study, this popular text begins with American folk, religious, jazz, popular, and ethnic music
before introducing some world music and concluding with a thorough overview of Western classical
music. The approach captures the essence of each repertoire, and equips students to recognize
different styles, appreciate their different functions, and possess a solid foundation for a lifetime of
musical appreciation. The text also introduces students to the many styles of music currently
enjoyed by people in the United States and helps them to appreciate the diverse roots of these
styles. In addition, the text encourages its readers to appreciate different cultures around the world
through an encounter with their music.
  world music textbooks: Worlds of Music Jeff Todd Titon, Linda Fujie, 2005 No background or
training in music? No problem. This shorter version of WORLDS OF MUSIC: AN INTRODUCTION
TO THE MUSIC OF THE WORLD'S PEOPLES is written to make music accessible. Using the
case-study approach, the text presents in-depth explorations of music of several cultures from
around the world. The authors all ethnomusicologists working in their fields of expertise base their
discussions of music-cultures on their own fieldwork and give you a true sense of both the music and
culture that created it.Two CDs accompany every copy of the book and cover a wide range of
music-cultures, including authentic recordings from the authors' fieldwork. Leading off is the
long-standing jewel in the Worlds of Music crown - James Koetting's magnificent recording of postal
workers canceling stamps at the University of Ghana post office. A Western-sounding hymn tune
performed against African rhythms, this piece, more that any other, lets you hear contrasting
music-cultures.
  world music textbooks: Popular World Music Andrew Shahriari, 2015-10-16 Exploring Popular
World Music is the first introductory level text written to introduce students to popular music styles
from around the world. Focusing on styles that all students will know -- from Reggae to Klezmer,
from Afro-Pop to Kodo drums--the book offers a comprehensive, listening-oriented introduction to



the world's popular musical cultures. Each chapter will focus on a specific music style and its
associated geographic locale. The salient musical and cultural features associated with each
example are discussed in detail to increase our appreciation of the music. Relevant artists will be
highlighted and suggestions for further reading and listening will be offered. By the end of the book,
the student should be able to 1) recognize a variety of world music styles, 2) articulate musical and
cultural knowledge associated with each style, and 3) identify important artists related to the genre.
Supplementing the text will be a web site fcreated by the author) featuring the author's world music
map, enabling students to explore pop music cultures as they relate to each other; as well as an
iTunes playlist for all the highlighted selections in the book. This book should strongly appeal to
Intro to World Music Courses for non-majors who wish to study popular rather than traditional
musics of the world, which would encompass a large majority of students enrolled in these courses.
  world music textbooks: Worlds of Music, Shorter Version Jeff Todd Titon, Timothy J.
Cooley, David Locke, Anne K. Rasmussen, David B. Reck, 2016-12-05 This shorter version of the
bestselling WORLDS OF MUSIC provides much of the authoritative coverage of the comprehensive
version in a format that's accessible to students without any background or training in music. Using
a case-study approach, the text presents in-depth explorations of music from several cultures around
the world. The authors, all working ethnomusicologists, base their discussions of music-cultures on
their own fieldwork and give students a true sense of both the music and culture that created it.
Editor Jeff Todd Titon’s opening chapter introduces students to ethnomusicology and relates each
chapter's music to the fundamentals of music in a worldwide context, while the final chapter invites
students to undertake a fieldwork research project that increases their understanding of music in
daily life. Authentic recordings from the authors' fieldwork are keyed to the text and available
online, giving students access to a wide range of music-cultures. Important Notice: Media content
referenced within the product description or the product text may not be available in the ebook
version.
  world music textbooks: The Garland Encyclopedia of World Music Bruno Nettl, Alison Arnold,
Ruth M. Stone, James Porter, Timothy Rice, 1998 First published in 2000. Routledge is an imprint of
Taylor & Francis, an informa company.
  world music textbooks: World Music: A Very Short Introduction Philip V. Bohlman,
2002-05-30 'World music' emerged as an invention of the West from encounters with other cultures.
This book draws readers into a remarkable range of these historical encounters, in which music had
the power to evoke the exotic and to give voice to the voiceless. In the course of the volume's eight
chapters the reader witnesses music's involvement in the modern world, but also the individual
moments and particular histories that are crucial to an understanding of music's diversity. World
Music is wide-ranging in its geographical scope, yet individual chapters provide in-depth treatments
of selected music cultures and regional music histories. The book frequently zooms in on repertoires
and musicians - such as Bob Marley, Bartok, and Nusrat Fateh Ali Khan - and attempts to account for
world music's growing presence and popularity at the beginning of the twenty-first century. ABOUT
THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds
of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a
new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
  world music textbooks: International Handbook of Research in Arts Education Liora
Bresler, 2007-09-04 Providing a distillation of knowledge in the various disciplines of arts education
(dance, drama, music, literature and poetry and visual arts), the Handbook synthesizes existing
research literature, helps define the past, and contributes to shaping the substantive and
methodological future of the respective and integrated disciplines of arts education. While research
can at times seem distant from practice, the Handbook aims to maintain connection with the lived
practice of art and of education, capturing the vibrancy and best thinking in the field of theory and
practice. The Handbook is organized into 13 sections, each centering on a major area or issue in arts
education research. These areas include: History of arts education, curriculum, evaluation, cultural



centers, appreciation, composition, informal learning, child culture, creativity, the body, spirituality,
and technology. The individual chapters address cross-cultural research related to the central theme
of the section from the perspectives of the particular arts discipline. Interludes provide reflective
thoughts on the theme.
  world music textbooks: The Rough Guide to World Music Simon Broughton, 2000
  world music textbooks: Traditional world music Terence Rodbard, 2002
  world music textbooks: Experiencing Ethnomusicology Simone Krüger, 2017-07-05 Simone
Krger provides an innovative account of the transmission of ethnomusicology in European
universities, and explores the ways in which students experience and make sense of their musical
and extra-musical encounters. By asking questions as to what students learn about and through
world musics (musically, personally, culturally), Krger argues that musical transmission, as a
reflector of social and cultural meaning, can impact on students' transformations in attitude and
perspectives towards self and other. In doing so, the book advances current discourse on the politics
of musical representation in university education as well as on ethnomusicology learning and
teaching, and proposes a model for ethnomusicology pedagogy that promotes in students a globally,
contemporary and democratically informed sense of all musics.
  world music textbooks: Towards a Global Music Theory Professor Mark Hijleh, 2012-09-01
Since the beginning of the twentieth century, the cross-pollenization of world musical materials and
practices has accelerated precipitously, due in large part to advances in higher-speed
communications and travel. We live now in a world of global musical practice that will only continue
to blossom and develop through the twenty-first century and beyond. Yet music theory as an
academic discipline is only just beginning to respond to such a milieu. Conferences, workshops and
curricula are for the first time beginning to develop around the theme of 'world music theory', as
students, teachers and researchers recognize the need for analytical concepts and methods
applicable to a wider range of human musics, not least the hybrid musics that influence (and
increasingly define) more and more of the world's musical practices. Towards a Global Music Theory
proposes a number of such concepts and methods stemming from durational and acoustic
relationships between 'twos' and 'threes' as manifested in various interrelated aspects of music,
including rhythm, melody, harmony, process, texture, timbre and tuning, and offers suggestions for
how such concepts and methods might be applied effectively to the understanding of music in a
variety of contexts. While some of the bases for this foray into possible methods for a twenty-first
century music theory lie along well established acoustical and psycho-acoustical lines, Dr Mark
Hijleh presents a broad attempt to apply them conceptually and comprehensively to a variety of
musics in a relevant way that can be readily apprehended and applied by students, scholars and
teachers.
  world music textbooks: Pieces of the Musical World Rachel A. Harris, Rowan Pease, 2015
In Pieces of the Musical World: Sounds and Cultures, each piece is a musical sound or object that
provides a springboard from which to tell a story about a particular geographic region. A
collaborative venture by staff and research associated with the Department of Music at SOAS,
University of London, the text provides an in-depth yet personal treatment of these key musical
pieces, which, when combined with an interactive companion website, mirroring the book's thematic
framework, that features audio and video recordings, listening guides, a glossary of musical terms,
interviews, and 3D models of instruments and maps, creates for students a complete and enhanced
experience of the musical world.
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