whitewashing history textbooks

whitewashing history textbooks has become a critical issue in contemporary education,
sparking debates among educators, policymakers, and the public. This phenomenon refers
to the practice of altering, omitting, or simplifying historical facts in educational materials
to create a more favorable narrative. Such actions can have profound implications for
students' understanding of history, identity, and societal values. This article delves into the
reasons behind whitewashing history textbooks, its consequences for education and
society, and the ways to combat this troubling trend. Through a comprehensive analysis,
we aim to highlight the importance of presenting accurate historical narratives in
educational settings.
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Understanding Whitewashing in Education

Whitewashing history textbooks is a deliberate effort to reshape historical narratives to
favor certain perspectives, often minimizing or ignoring the experiences of marginalized
groups. This practice can stem from various motives, including political agendas, cultural
biases, and societal pressures. Understanding the motivations behind whitewashing is
essential for addressing its effects on education.

The Definition of Whitewashing

Whitewashing in the context of education refers to the sanitization of history. This involves
omitting significant events, altering facts, or portraying historical figures in a more
favorable light, often at the expense of accuracy. The term draws its roots from the literal
act of painting over something to obscure its true nature, which metaphorically applies to
the way history is taught.



The Role of Power Dynamics

Power dynamics play a crucial role in whitewashing history. Those in positions of authority,
such as government officials and educational boards, often influence the content of
textbooks to align with their ideological beliefs. This can lead to a distorted view of history
that highlights certain narratives while suppressing others. Understanding these dynamics
is vital for recognizing how educational content is shaped.

The Historical Context of Whitewashing

The practice of whitewashing history is not a new phenomenon; it has roots in various
political and social movements throughout history. Historical revisionism has often been
employed by those in power to consolidate control over societal narratives.

Historical Examples of Whitewashing

Throughout history, several notable examples illustrate the practice of whitewashing. In
many cases, colonial powers have downplayed the impact of their actions on indigenous
populations, presenting a narrative that glorifies conquest and expansion.

Modern Examples and Trends

In recent years, debates over curriculum content have intensified, particularly in the United
States, where discussions around race, gender, and national identity have sparked
controversies over what should be included in history textbooks. These discussions often
reflect broader societal tensions and reveal the ongoing relevance of whitewashing.

Impacts on Students and Society

The consequences of whitewashing history textbooks extend far beyond the classroom.
When students receive a distorted version of history, it shapes their understanding of
themselves and their place in society.

Effects on Critical Thinking Skills

One of the most significant impacts of whitewashing is the hindrance of critical thinking
skills among students. When students are presented with incomplete or biased narratives,
they may struggle to engage with historical events critically. This limits their ability to



analyze sources, question narratives, and develop informed opinions.

Influence on ldentity and Society

Whitewashing history can also have profound implications for students' identities. When
marginalized groups are excluded or misrepresented in textbooks, it can lead to feelings of
alienation and invisibility. Conversely, dominant narratives may instill a false sense of pride
that overlooks historical injustices, perpetuating societal inequalities.

Examples of Whitewashing in History Textbooks

Many history textbooks have been criticized for their whitewashed content. These examples
serve to highlight the extent of the issue and the specific areas where historical
inaccuracies are prevalent.

Case Studies of Notable Textbooks

Several widely used history textbooks have come under scrutiny for their portrayal of
events. These case studies provide insight into how whitewashing manifests in educational
materials.

¢ U.S. History Textbooks: Many textbooks have been criticized for their treatment of
the Civil War, often downplaying the role of slavery and focusing instead on states'
rights.

e World History Textbooks: Textbooks that discuss imperialism frequently omit the
consequences faced by colonized nations, presenting a one-sided view of history.

* Textbooks on Indigenous Peoples: Accounts of indigenous history often focus on
assimilation efforts while neglecting the rich cultures and histories of these
communities.

Controversial Events and Figures

Certain historical events and figures are often whitewashed in textbooks. For instance,
conflicts involving colonial powers and their treatment of indigenous populations are
frequently glossed over, leading to a lack of understanding regarding the complexities of
these events.



Strategies to Combat Whitewashing

Addressing the issue of whitewashing requires a multifaceted approach that involves
educators, policymakers, and communities. Various strategies can be employed to promote
a more accurate representation of history.

Promoting Inclusive Curriculum Development

One effective strategy is to ensure that curriculum development involves diverse voices.
Engaging historians and educators from various backgrounds can help create a more
comprehensive and accurate portrayal of history.

Encouraging Critical Pedagogy

Critical pedagogy encourages students to question and analyze historical narratives
actively. Educators can incorporate discussions that challenge dominant narratives, thus
fostering a more nuanced understanding of history.

The Role of Educators and Institutions

Educators and educational institutions play a pivotal role in combatting the effects of
whitewashing. Their commitment to presenting accurate historical narratives is crucial for
fostering an informed citizenry.

Teacher Training and Resources

Providing teachers with training and resources on inclusive history instruction can empower
them to challenge whitewashed narratives in their classrooms. Professional development
opportunities should focus on critical analysis of textbooks and the inclusion of
underrepresented histories.

Institutional Policies

Educational institutions can implement policies that promote transparency in curriculum
decisions. By establishing committees that review textbook content, schools can ensure
that multiple perspectives are considered, fostering a more balanced educational
environment.



Future Directions for Historical Education

The future of historical education must prioritize accuracy and inclusivity. As society
evolves, so too must the narratives that shape our understanding of the past.

Embracing Technology and Diverse Media

Utilizing technology and diverse media can enhance historical education. Digital resources,
documentaries, and oral histories can provide students with multifaceted perspectives,
enriching their learning experience.

Building a Collaborative Approach

Collaboration between educators, historians, and communities is essential for creating a
robust historical curriculum. Engaging stakeholders in discussions about historical
narratives can lead to a more comprehensive understanding of the past.

Closing Thoughts

Whitewashing history textbooks remains a pressing issue within the educational landscape.
The implications of presenting distorted historical narratives are profound, affecting not
only students but society as a whole. By recognizing the importance of accurate historical
representation and implementing strategies to combat whitewashing, educators and
institutions can pave the way for a more informed and equitable future. The commitment to
teaching history truthfully is essential for fostering critical thinking and a deeper
understanding of our collective past.

Q: What does whitewashing history textbooks mean?

A: Whitewashing history textbooks refers to the practice of altering, omitting, or simplifying
historical facts in educational materials to create a more favorable or sanitized narrative,
often neglecting the experiences of marginalized groups.

Q: Why is whitewashing history textbooks a concern?

A: Whitewashing is a concern because it distorts students' understanding of history, limits
critical thinking, and perpetuates societal inequalities by failing to represent the diverse
experiences and perspectives of all groups involved in historical events.



Q: How can educators combat whitewashing in history
textbooks?

A: Educators can combat whitewashing by promoting an inclusive curriculum, encouraging
critical pedagogy, utilizing diverse resources, and actively engaging students in discussions
that challenge dominant narratives.

Q: What are some historical events commonly
whitewashed in textbooks?

A: Commonly whitewashed events include the Civil War, the impact of colonialism on
indigenous populations, and the portrayal of slavery, often downplaying the role of these
elements in shaping modern society.

Q: How does whitewashing affect students' identities?

A: Whitewashing can lead to feelings of alienation among marginalized students while
instilling a skewed sense of pride in dominant narratives, which can affect their self-
perception and understanding of their cultural identity.

Q: Are there any legal implications regarding
whitewashing history in textbooks?

A: Yes, there can be legal implications when textbooks omit significant historical events or
perspectives, particularly if such omissions violate educational standards or guidelines that
promote an accurate representation of history.

Q: What role do policymakers play in addressing
whitewashing?

A: Policymakers play a critical role by establishing educational standards, funding inclusive
curriculum development, and ensuring that educational materials reflect a comprehensive
view of history that includes multiple perspectives.

Q: What strategies can institutions implement to
ensure historical accuracy in textbooks?

A: Institutions can implement strategies such as establishing curriculum review
committees, providing training for teachers on inclusive history instruction, and promoting
the use of diverse sources and materials in the classroom.



Q: How can technology aid in teaching history more
accurately?

A: Technology can aid in teaching history by providing access to diverse digital resources,
multimedia presentations, and interactive platforms that allow students to explore various
perspectives and engage with historical narratives critically.

Q: What is the future of history education regarding
whitewashing?

A: The future of history education should prioritize inclusivity and accuracy, encouraging
collaboration among educators, historians, and communities to create a well-rounded
curriculum that reflects the complexities of history.
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whitewashing history textbooks: Whitewashing War Christopher Leahey, 2015-04-24
Whitewashing War explores perhaps the most critical issue social studies educators presently face:
How do we teach our students about war? In this timely book, Christopher Leahey investigates how
the political struggles over the social studies curriculum, the corporate domination of the textbook
and testing industry, and the curricular constraints of the No Child Left Behind Act combine to stifle
historical inquiry and deprive students of meaningful social studies instruction. Using the
controversial Vietnam War as a case study, Leahey holds textbook narratives up to the light,
illuminating how the adoption process, interpretive framework, and selection of evidence combine to
transform the past into thinly veiled historical myths. By attending to questions traditionally ignored
in history education, this dynamic book: Challenges educators to rethink their pedagogical
approaches to military conflict, American and otherwise. Calls on teachers to develop students’
critical sensibilities to ask questions, conduct research, evaluate evidence, and make meaning of the
past. Provides classroom lessons for history educators and students to engage in rich, intellectual
encounters with the historical record. Christopher R. Leahey teaches world history in upstate New
York. His articles have appeared in Social Education and The Social Studies. “If students are to be
prepared for the challenges of the 21st century, then we need to provide inspired, interdisciplinary
instruction that can provide the skills, values and knowledge to enable our future citizens with the
possibility, promise, and perspective to transform their world. Whitewashing War provides that solid
interdisciplinary framework for teachers and students to teach and learn about the myth of war.”
—Critical Education “Leahey echoes a concern expressed by others that history textbooks fail to
address the realities of war.” —CHOICE “The crowning achievement of Whitewashing War is that it
clearly illustrates the necessity of pursuing rational answers about why things are as they are (or
were as they were). It becomes clear upon reading this book that, if we help our students pursue
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rational answers in the course of creating personally meaningful understandings of the world, they
will figure out just what it is that needs to be done.” —From the Foreword by E. Wayne Ross,
University of British Columbia “The author has done a masterful job of exploring issues of
historiography, pedagogy, textbook debates, and critical thinking. Through a deep examination of
two historical turning points in the Vietnam War, he has contrasted the known facts of these periods
with the accounts contained in the textbooks.” —Rick Ayers, Graduate School of Education, UC
Berkeley “A passionate and powerful analysis. Christopher Leahey provides penetrating insight into
how Americans teach about their wars. As such, his book is an invaluable aid to understanding the
past and its connection to our current predicament.” —Fredrik Logevall, Cornell University
“Whitewashing War challenges the fundamental assumptions underlying the corporate regime of
standards, textbooks, and testing and exposes the distortions, manipulation, and lies that result.
Leahey builds a compelling case for critical inquiry and dialogue. Highly recommended!” —Ronald
W. Evans, San Diego State University, author of The Social Studies Wars

whitewashing history textbooks: Whitewashing of United States History in Textbooks
Jennafer L. Skiba, Nazareth College of Rochester, 2013

whitewashing history textbooks: Designing History in East Asian Textbooks Gotelind Mueller,
2011-02-01 This book analyses the efforts throughout East Asia to deploy education for purposes of
political socialization, and in particular in order to shape notions of identity. The chapters also
examine the trend of ‘common textbook initiatives’, which have recently emerged in East Asia with
the aim of helping to defuse tensions arguably fuelled by existing practices of mutual
(mis)representation. These are analysed in relation to the East Asian political context, and compared
with previous and ongoing endeavours in other parts of the world, particularly Europe, which have
been keenly observed by East Asian practitioners. Written by a group of international education
experts, chapters discuss the enduring focus on the role of curricula in inculcating homogenous
visions of the national self, and indeed homogenized visions of significant 'others'. Including
contributions from scholars and curriculum developers involved personally in the writing of national
and multi-national history textbooks this book will be of interest to students and scholars of Asian
education, Asian history and comparative education studies. Gotelind Miller is Professor of Chinese
Studies, University of Heidelberg, Germany

whitewashing history textbooks: White Washing American Education Denise M. Sandoval,
Anthony ]. Ratcliff, Tracy Lachica Buenavista, James R. Marin, 2016-10-03 Recent attacks on Ethnic
Studies, revisionist actions in curriculum content, and anti-immigrant policies are creating a new
culture war in America. This important work lays out the current debates—both in K-12 and higher
education—to uncover the dangers and to offer solutions. In 2010, HB 2281—a law that bans ethnic
studies in Arizona—was passed; in the same year, Texas whitewashed curriculum and textbook
changes at the K-12 level. Since then, the nation has seen a rise in the legal and political war on
Ethnic Studies, revisionist actions in curriculum content, and anti-immigrant policies, creating a new
culture war in America. White Washing American Education demonstrates the value and necessity of
Ethnic Studies in the 21st century by sharing the voices of those in the trenches—educators,
students, community activists, and cultural workers—who are effectively using multidisciplinary
approaches to education. This two-volume set of contributed essays provides readers with a
historical context to the current struggles and attacks on Ethnic Studies by examining the various
cultural and political wars that are making an impact on American educational systems, and how
students, faculty, and communities are impacted as a result. It investigates specific cases of
educational whitewashing and challenges to that whitewashing, such as Tom Horne's attack along
with the State Board of Education against the Mexican American studies in the Tucson School
District, the experiences of professors of color teaching Ethnic Studies in primarily white
universities across the United States, and the role that student activists play in the movements for
Ethnic Studies in their high schools, universities, and communities. Readers will come away with an
understanding of the history of Ethnic Studies in the United States, the challenges and barriers that
Ethnic Studies scholars and practitioners currently face, and the ways to advocate for the



development of Ethnic Studies within formal and community-based spaces.

whitewashing history textbooks: History Textbooks and the Wars in Asia Gi-Wook Shin,
Daniel C. Sneider, 2011-02-08 Over the past fifteen years Northeast Asia has witnessed growing
intraregional exchanges and interactions, especially in the realms of culture and economy. Still, the
region cannot escape from the burden of history. This book examines the formation of historical
memory in four Northeast Asian societies (China, Japan, South Korea, and Taiwan) and the United
States focusing on the period from the beginning of the Sino-Japanese war in 1931 until the formal
conclusion of the Pacific War with the San Francisco Peace Treaty of 1951. The contributors analyse
the recent efforts of Korean, Japanese, and Chinese scholars to write a ‘common history’ of
Northeast Asia and question the underlying motivations for their efforts and subsequent
achievements. In doing so, they contend that the greatest obstacle to reconciliation in Northeast
Asia lies in the existence of divided, and often conflicting, historical memories. The book argues that
a more fruitful approach lies in understanding how historical memory has evolved in each country
and been incorporated into respective master narratives. Through uncovering the existence of
different master narratives, it is hoped, citizens will develop a more self-critical, self-reflective
approach to their own history and that such an introspective effort has the potential to lay the
foundation for greater self- and mutual understanding and eventual historical reconciliation in the
region. This book will be essential reading for students and scholars of Asian history, Asian
education and international relations in East Asia.

whitewashing history textbooks: How the West Was White-Washed C.T. Kirk, 2020-11-03
The American West is often seen from the historical accounts recorded from the beginning of the
Civil War to after the Reconstruction Era. Many of the accounts include historians that promote a
European/Anglo-Saxon perspective; these accounts have often led readers to stereotypical
perspectives concerning minorities. These accounts also give birth to the “white savior” concept in
which white men assume the role as savior to lesser races in movies, such as saving the African
Americans during slavery or in the case of many White Westerners: being the hero to Native
American people. Hollywood’s portrayal of Westerners did not happen by accident, but many
historians in the late 19th and early 20th centuries purposely ignored the accounts and contributions
of other races. The narrative trope of the white savior is one way the mass communications medium
of cinema represents the sociology of race and ethnic relations, by presenting abstract concepts
such as morality as characteristics innate, racially and culturally, to white people, not to be found in
non-white people. In other words, had Hollywood sought accurate information and represented it in
the narratives for shows like The Lone Ranger, the show would have been cast with an African
American actor since the role was based solely on the life of black lawman, Bass Reeves. A White
Savior film is often based on some supposedly true story. Second, it features a nonwhite group or
person who experiences conflict and struggle with others that is particularly dangerous or
threatening to their life and livelihood.

whitewashing history textbooks: Sorry States Jennifer Lind, 2011-08-15 Governments
increasingly offer or demand apologies for past human rights abuses, and it is widely believed that
such expressions of contrition are necessary to promote reconciliation between former adversaries.
The post-World War II experiences of Japan and Germany suggest that international apologies have
powerful healing effects when they are offered, and poisonous effects when withheld. West Germany
made extensive efforts to atone for wartime crimes-formal apologies, monuments to victims of the
Nazis, and candid history textbooks; Bonn successfully reconciled with its wartime enemies. By
contrast, Tokyo has made few and unsatisfying apologies and approves school textbooks that
whitewash wartime atrocities. Japanese leaders worship at the Yasukuni Shrine, which honors war
criminals among Japan's war dead. Relations between Japan and its neighbors remain tense.
Examining the cases of South Korean relations with Japan and of French relations with Germany,
Jennifer Lind demonstrates that denials of past atrocities fuel distrust and inhibit international
reconciliation. In Sorry States, she argues that a country's acknowledgment of past misdeeds is
essential for promoting trust and reconciliation after war. However, Lind challenges the



conventional wisdom by showing that many countries have been able to reconcile without much in
the way of apologies or reparations. Contrition can be highly controversial and is likely to cause a
domestic backlash that alarms—rather than assuages—outside observers. Apologies and other such
polarizing gestures are thus unlikely to soothe relations after conflict, Lind finds, and remembrance
that is less accusatory-conducted bilaterally or in multilateral settings-holds the most promise for
international reconciliation.
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whitewashing history textbooks: Narrating the Soviet Era in Russian School History
Textbooks Olga Konkka, 2025-09-03 This study focuses on how Russian history textbooks published
between 1992 and 2021 dealt with the topic of the Soviet period (1917-1991). Representations of
this part of Russia’s past in school manuals have provoked vivid debates and bolstered government
intervention in the field, while a gradual shift towards a less critical narrative of the USSR in more
recent textbooks is often presented as directed by Vladimir Putin. This study combines research into
these texts and inquiry into those who write, publish, approve, or criticize them. Bringing together
these perspectives provides a more complex view of school textbooks as final products of both
top-down and bottom-up processes. This volume is aimed at postgraduates, researchers, and
academics specializing in Soviet history, contemporary Russian politics and society, and history
education and textbooks.

whitewashing history textbooks: (Re)Constructing Memory: Textbooks, Identity, Nation, and
State James H. Williams, Wendy D. Bokhorst-Heng, 2016-07-08 This book engages readers in
thirteen conversations presented by authors from around the world regarding the role that
textbooks play in helping readers imagine membership in the nation. Authors’ voices come from a
variety of contexts - some historical, some contemporary, some providing analyses over time. But
they all consider the changing portrayal of diversity, belonging and exclusion in multiethnic and
diverse societies where silenced, invisible, marginalized members have struggled to make their
voices heard and to have their identities incorporated into the national narrative. The authors
discuss portrayals of past exclusions around religion, ethnicity, sexual orientation, as they look at
the shifting boundaries of insider and outsider. This book is thus about “who we are” not only
demographically, but also in terms of the past, especially how and whether we teach discredited
pasts through textbooks. The concluding chapters provides ways forward in thinking about what can
be done to promote curricula that are more inclusive, critical and positively bonding, in increasingly
larger and more inclusive contexts.

whitewashing history textbooks: Unpacking Privilege in the Elementary Classroom
Jacquelynne Boivin, Kevin McGowan, 2024-12-09 Brimming with reflection and resources, this book
is ideal for white elementary teachers who wish to host conversations about race with their
predominantly white classes. This book is a clear-cut guide for integrating antiracism into teaching
and education, along with policy reform needed for systemic change. Providing hands-on experience
and practical insights from literature, it breaks down subject-specific strategies to approach racial
conversations. The book acknowledges the variety of challenges that teachers face and encourages
them to continue self-work as a step towards supporting students. While specifically targeting
all-white and predominantly white classrooms, this resource is suitable for additional professional
development and educator preparation programs when considering a variety of racial dynamics.

whitewashing history textbooks: U.S. Leadership, History, and Bilateral Relations in
Northeast Asia Gilbert Rozman, 2010-10-21 Whereas most discussions of history have centered on
the rift between China and Japan, this book focuses on three other divisions stemming from
deep-seated memories within Northern Asia, which increasingly will test U.S. diplomacy and
academic analysis. The first division involves long-suppressed Japanese and South Korean memories
that are critical of U.S. behavior - concerning issues such as the atomic bombings, the Tokyo
Tribunal, and the Korean War. The second division is the enduring disagreement between Japan and
South Korea over history. What can the United States do to invigorate urgently needed trilateral
ties? The third and most important division is the revival of a sinocentric worldview, which foretells




a struggle between China and other countries concerning history, one that has already begun in
China's dispute with South Korea and is likely to implicate the United States above all.

whitewashing history textbooks: Globalisation and National Identity in History Textbooks
Joseph Zajda, 2017-07-06 Globalisation and National Identity in History Textbooks: The Russian
Federation, the 16th book in the 24-volume book series Globalisation, Comparative Education and
Policy Research, discusses trends in dominant discourses of identity politics, and nation-building in
school history textbooks in the Russian Federation (RF). The book addresses one of the most
profound examples of the re-writing of history following a geo-political change. Various book
chapters examine debates pertaining to national identity, patriotism, and the nation-building
process. The book discusses the way in which a new sense of patriotism and nationalism is
documented in prescribed Russian history textbooks, and in the Russian media debate on history
textbooks. It explores the ambivalent and problematic relationship between the state, globalisation
and the construction of cultural identity in prescribed school history textbooks. By focusing on
ideology, identity politics, and nation-building, the book examines history teachers’ responses to the
content of history textbooks and how teachers depict key moments in modern Russian history. This
book, an essential sourcebook of ideas for researchers, practitioners and policymakers in the fields
of globalisation and history education, provides timely information on history teachers’ attitudes
towards historical knowledge and historical understanding in prescribed Russian history textbooks.

whitewashing history textbooks: Japan’s Foreign Policy Making Karol Zakowski, Beata
Bochorodycz, Marcin Socha, 2017-08-28 This book evaluates the impact of the 2001 central
government reforms on effective foreign policy making in Japan. It puts a special focus on the
evolution of the domestic institutional factors and decision-making processes behind Japan’s foreign
policy, while also analyzing the development of Japan’s external relations with various other
countries, such as the US, China and North Korea. Adhering to the neoclassical realist approach, the
authors show that, thanks to a more independent Kantei-based form of diplomacy, Japan’s prime
ministers were able to strategically respond to international developments, and to pursue their own
diplomatic endeavors more boldly. At the same time, they demonstrate that the effectiveness of this
proactive posture was still heavily dependent on the decision-makers’ ability to form cohesive
coalitions and select suitable institutional tools, which enabled them to influence domestic and
international affairs.

whitewashing history textbooks: The Transnational Redress Movement for the Victims of
Japanese Military Sexual Slavery Pyong Gap Min, Thomas Chung, Sejung Sage Yim, 2020-02-10 This
book examines the redress movement for the victims of Japanese military sexual slavery in South
Korea, Japan, and the U.S. comprehensively. The Japanese military forcefully mobilized about
80,000-200,000 Asian women to Japanese military brothels and forced them into sexual slavery
during the Asian-Pacific War (1932-1945). Korean comfort women are believed to have been the
largest group because of Korea'’s colonial status. The redress movement for the victims started in
South Korea in the late 1980s. The emergence of Korean comfort women to society to tell the truth
beginning in 1991 and the discovery of Japanese historical documents, proving the responsibility of
the Japanese military for establishing and operating military brothels by a Japanese historian in 1992
accelerated the redress movement for the victims. The movement has received strong support from
UN human rights bodies, the U.S. and other Western countries. It has also greatly contributed to
raising people’s consciousness of sexual violence against women at war. However, the Japanese
government has not made a sincere apology and compensation to the victims to bring justice to the
victims.

whitewashing history textbooks: Teaching the Violent Past Elizabeth A. Cole, 2007 With the
fate of humankind resting on their shoulders, the PATH team, along with the mortal Keepers and
Guides around the world are sent on various quests. Each individual test will push them all to their
limits as time slowly ticks down towards Armageddon and their destiny.

whitewashing history textbooks: History and Nationalist Legitimacy in Contemporary
China Robert Weatherley, Qiang Zhang, 2017-08-30 This book examines how the Chinese




Communist Party (CCP) has attempted to bolster its nationalist legitimacy through the utilisation of
Chinese history. The authors identify two different modes of nationalism - aggressive and consensual
- both of which are linked to the historical memory of the late Qing Dynasty and Republican era.
Aggressive nationalism dwells on China’s traumatic “century of humiliation” and is intended to incite
popular resentment towards former imperialist powers (particularly Japan and the US) whenever
they are deemed to still be acting in a provocative manner in their dealings with China. The aim is to
remind the Chinese people that the CCP liberated China from imperialism after 1949 and has since
restored national pride. Consensual nationalism is more conciliatory, emphasising common historical
ties with the Guomindang (KMT) during the Second Sino-Japanese War and the Republican era.
Here, the CCP is trying to promote itself as the party of national harmony and unity, with the
long-term objective being peaceful reunification with Taiwan. However, the public response in China
has not always been supportive of the CCP’s claims to be the sole defender of Chinese national
interests. Some critics have suggested that China would have been better off if the KMT had won the
civil war instead of the CCP. Others have insisted that the party is hopelessly weak on issues of
national importance and that China is no stronger now than it was during the final throes of the
much-hated Qing Dynasty. This book will be of interest to research students and scholars of Chinese
politics, history and international relations.

whitewashing history textbooks: Hollywood or History? Tim Monreal, Jesus A. Tirado,
2025-06-20 Hollywood or History? helps classroom teachers include more (accurate) Latinx stories
in their classroom. We believe that when used intentionally, and critically, media representations of
Latinx communities and histories are powerful tools for high-quality curriculum and instruction.

whitewashing history textbooks: Manga and the Representation of Japanese History
Roman Rosenbaum, 2013 This edited collection explores how graphic art and in particular Japanese
manga represent Japanese history. The articles explore the representation of history in manga from
disciplines that include such diverse fields as literary studies, politics, history, cultural studies,
linguistics, narratology, and semiotics. Despite this diversity of approaches all academics from these
respective fields of study agree that manga pose a peculiarly contemporary appeal that transcends
the limitation imposed by traditional approaches to the study and teaching of history. The
representation of history via manga in Japan has a long and controversial historiographical
dimension. Thereby manga and by extension graphic art in Japanese culture has become one of the
world's most powerful modes of expressing contemporary historical verisimilitude. The contributors
to this volume elaborate how manga and by extension graphic art rewrites, reinvents and
re-imagines the historicity and dialectic of bygone epochs in postwar and contemporary Japan.
Manga and the Representation of Japanese History will be of interest to students and scholars of
Asian studies, Asian history, Japanese culture and society, as well as art and visual culture

whitewashing history textbooks: Patriotic History and the (Re)Nationalization of
Memory Kornelia Konczal, A. Dirk Moses, 2023-06-27 This book charts and traces state-mandated
or state-encouraged “patriotic” histories that have recently emerged in many places around the
globe. Such “patriotic” histories can revolve around both affirmative interpretations of the past and
celebration of national achievements. They can also entail explicitly denialist stances against
acknowledging responsibility for past atrocities, even to the extent of celebrating perpetrators.
Whereas in some cases “patriotic” history takes the shape of a coherent doctrine, in others they
remain limited to loosely connected narratives. By combining nationalist and narcissist narratives,
and by disregarding or distorting historical evidence, “patriotic” history promotes mythified,
monumental, and moralistic interpretations of the past that posit partisan and authoritarian
essentialisms and exceptionalisms. Whereas the global debates in interdisciplinary memory studies
revolve around concepts like cosmopolitan, global, multidirectional, relational, transcultural, and
transnational memory, to mention but a few, the actual socio-political uses of history remain
strikingly nation-centred and one-dimensional. This volume collects fifteen caste studies of such
“nationalizations of history” ranging from China to the Baltic states. They highlight three features of
this phenomenon: the ruthlessness of methods applied by many state authorities to impose certain



interpretations of the past, the increasing discrepancy between professional and political
approaches to collective memory, and the new “post-truth” context. This book will be of interest to
students and researchers of international politics, the radical right and global history. It was
originally published as a special issue of the Journal of Genocide Research.
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