who writes history textbooks

who writes history textbooks is a question that delves into the intricate world of educational
publishing. History textbooks are crucial resources that shape the understanding of past events for
students across the globe. The authors of these textbooks are typically a blend of historians,
educators, and subject matter experts who come together to create content that is both informative
and engaging. This article will explore the backgrounds and qualifications of these authors, the
process of writing history textbooks, the influence of educational standards, and the challenges faced
in this field. By understanding who writes history textbooks, we can better appreciate the complexity
and significance of the historical narratives presented in educational institutions.
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Understanding the Role of Authors

The role of authors in crafting history textbooks is multifaceted. These individuals are not only
responsible for compiling facts and narratives but also for interpreting historical events in a way that
is accessible to students. Authors must balance accuracy with engagement, ensuring that the content
resonates with diverse learning styles. Additionally, they must incorporate critical thinking elements
that inspire students to analyze and question historical accounts.

Moreover, authors often collaborate with educational institutions, teachers, and curriculum developers
to align their work with educational standards. This collaboration ensures that textbooks meet the
needs of educators and students alike. Ultimately, the goal of authors is to create comprehensive
resources that promote a deeper understanding of history.

Qualifications of History Textbook Writers

Authors of history textbooks typically possess a strong academic background in history or related
fields. Many hold advanced degrees such as a Master’s or Ph.D. in History, Education, or a specialized
area of historical study. Their expertise allows them to provide nuanced perspectives on historical



events and contexts.

Academic Credentials

In addition to formal education, many authors have extensive experience in research, teaching, or
both. This experience is invaluable as it informs their writing process and helps them understand the
pedagogical needs of students. Authors with teaching backgrounds can better gauge what content is
likely to engage students and enhance their learning experience.

Professional Affiliations

Moreover, many textbook authors are affiliated with professional organizations, such as the American
Historical Association or the National Council for History Education. These affiliations often provide
opportunities for networking, collaboration, and staying updated on the latest trends in historical
scholarship and education.

The Process of Writing History Textbooks

The process of writing history textbooks is complex and often involves multiple stages. Initially,
authors conduct thorough research on the topics they plan to cover. This research may include
reviewing primary and secondary sources, analyzing existing literature, and consulting with other
historians or educators.

Collaboration and Feedback

After the research phase, authors typically draft the textbook and may work with co-authors or
editors. Collaboration is essential, as it allows for diverse perspectives and expertise to shape the
content. Feedback from educators and professionals in the field is also crucial, as it helps ensure the
material is both relevant and pedagogically sound.

Editing and Review Process

The editing phase is where the manuscript undergoes rigorous scrutiny. This phase may involve peer
review, where other historians evaluate the accuracy and quality of the content. Subsequently, the
manuscript is revised based on feedback before moving to the publication stage. This meticulous
process aims to produce a textbook that is not only accurate but also engaging for students.



Influences on History Textbook Content

Several factors influence the content of history textbooks, including educational standards, societal
values, and political considerations. Understanding these influences is essential to grasp how history
is taught in schools.

Educational Standards

In many countries, history textbooks must adhere to specific educational standards set by
government bodies or educational organizations. These standards dictate what topics should be
covered and the depth of information required. Authors must navigate these guidelines while also
trying to present a comprehensive view of history.

Societal and Cultural Context

The societal and cultural context in which a textbook is written also plays a significant role. Authors
must consider the diverse backgrounds of students and strive to include multiple perspectives in their
narratives. This inclusivity helps students relate to the material and fosters a more holistic
understanding of history.

Challenges in Writing History Textbooks

Writing history textbooks comes with its own set of challenges. One significant issue is the
interpretation of historical events. Different historians may have varying perspectives on the same
event, leading to debates over what should be included in the textbook.

Balancing Perspectives

Authors must find a balance between presenting established historical facts and offering alternate
viewpoints. This balancing act is crucial, especially in sensitive areas such as wars, colonization, and
civil rights movements. Additionally, authors face the challenge of avoiding bias while still conveying
the significance of various events.

Keeping Content Relevant

Another challenge is keeping the content relevant in a rapidly changing world. As new research
emerges and societal values evolve, textbooks may require frequent updates. Authors must remain
vigilant and adaptable, ensuring that their work reflects contemporary understandings of history.



The Future of History Textbooks

The future of history textbooks is likely to be influenced by technological advancements and shifts in
educational paradigms. Digital textbooks and online resources are becoming increasingly popular,
allowing for interactive and multimedia content that can enhance the learning experience.

Emphasis on Critical Thinking

Furthermore, there is a growing emphasis on critical thinking skills in education. Future history
textbooks may incorporate more activities and questions that encourage students to analyze and
interpret historical sources rather than merely memorizing facts. This shift could lead to a more
engaged and informed student body.

Incorporating Diverse Voices

Finally, the incorporation of diverse voices and perspectives will likely continue to shape the
development of history textbooks. As society becomes more aware of the importance of
representation, authors are increasingly including narratives from marginalized groups, enriching the
historical landscape presented to students.

Conclusion

Understanding who writes history textbooks reveals the intricate process behind crafting these
essential educational resources. The authors, often historians and educators, draw upon their
expertise to create engaging content that meets educational standards and reflects diverse
perspectives. As the field evolves, challenges remain, but opportunities for innovation and inclusivity
are on the horizon. This ongoing evolution underscores the importance of history textbooks in shaping
the understanding of our past and informing future generations.

Q: Who are the typical authors of history textbooks?

A: Typical authors include historians, educators, and subject matter experts who have advanced
degrees and experience in teaching or research related to history.

Q: How do authors ensure the accuracy of historical
information?

A: Authors ensure accuracy through extensive research, peer reviews, and consultations with
historians and educators to verify facts and interpretations.



Q: What role do educational standards play in writing history
textbooks?

A: Educational standards guide authors in determining the topics, depth of coverage, and pedagogical
strategies to be included in the textbooks.

Q: What are some challenges authors face when writing
history textbooks?

A: Authors face challenges such as balancing multiple perspectives, avoiding bias, and keeping
content relevant as new research and societal values emerge.

Q: How is technology influencing the future of history
textbooks?

A: Technology influences history textbooks by facilitating digital formats, interactive content, and
online resources that enhance learning experiences.

Q: Why is it important to include diverse voices in history
textbooks?

A: Including diverse voices enriches historical narratives, fosters inclusivity, and helps students
understand different perspectives on historical events.

Q: What qualifications should someone have to write a history
textbook?

A: Ideally, authors should have advanced degrees in history or a related field, along with teaching
experience and a strong understanding of educational practices.

Q: How do authors approach the interpretation of historical
events?

A: Authors approach interpretation by considering various perspectives, consulting existing literature,
and striving for a balanced representation of events.

Q: What is the significance of collaboration in writing history
textbooks?

A: Collaboration allows for the integration of diverse expertise and perspectives, improving the quality



and relevance of the textbook content.

Q: How often do history textbooks need to be updated?

A: History textbooks should be updated regularly to incorporate new research findings, changes in
educational standards, and evolving societal perspectives.
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who writes history textbooks: History Textbooks and the Wars in Asia Gi-Wook Shin,
Daniel C. Sneider, 2011-02-08 Over the past fifteen years Northeast Asia has witnessed growing
intraregional exchanges and interactions, especially in the realms of culture and economy. Still, the
region cannot escape from the burden of history. This book examines the formation of historical
memory in four Northeast Asian societies (China, Japan, South Korea, and Taiwan) and the United
States focusing on the period from the beginning of the Sino-Japanese war in 1931 until the formal
conclusion of the Pacific War with the San Francisco Peace Treaty of 1951. The contributors analyse
the recent efforts of Korean, Japanese, and Chinese scholars to write a ‘common history’ of
Northeast Asia and question the underlying motivations for their efforts and subsequent
achievements. In doing so, they contend that the greatest obstacle to reconciliation in Northeast
Asia lies in the existence of divided, and often conflicting, historical memories. The book argues that
a more fruitful approach lies in understanding how historical memory has evolved in each country
and been incorporated into respective master narratives. Through uncovering the existence of
different master narratives, it is hoped, citizens will develop a more self-critical, self-reflective
approach to their own history and that such an introspective effort has the potential to lay the
foundation for greater self- and mutual understanding and eventual historical reconciliation in the
region. This book will be essential reading for students and scholars of Asian history, Asian
education and international relations in East Asia.

who writes history textbooks: Writing History in the Soviet Union Arup Banerji, 2017-08-18
The history of the Soviet Union has been charted in several studies over the decades. These
depictions while combining accuracy, elegance, readability and imaginativeness, have failed to draw
attention to the political and academic environment within which these histories were composed.
Writing History in the Soviet Union: Making the Past Work is aimed at understanding this
environment. The book seeks to identify the significant hallmarks of the production of Soviet history
by Soviet as well as Western historians. It traces how the Russian Revolution of 1917 triggered a
shift in official policy towards historians and the publication of history textbooks for schools. In
1985, the Soviet past was again summoned for polemical revision as part and parcel of an attitude of
openness (glasnost') and in this, literary figures joined their energies to those of historians. The
Communist regime sought to equate the history of the country with that of the Communist Party
itself in 1938 and 1962 and this imposed a blanket of conformity on history writing in the Soviet
Union. The book also surveys the rich abundance of writing the Russian Revolution generated as
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well as the divergent approaches to the history of the period. The conditions for research in Soviet
archives are described as an aspect of official monitoring of history writing. Another instance of this
is the manner by which history textbooks have, through the years, been withdrawn from schools and
others officially nursed into circulation. This intervention, occasioned in the present circumstance by
statements by President Putin himself, in the manner in which history is taught in Russian schools,
continues to this day. In other words, over the years, the regime has always worked to make the past
work. Please note: Taylor & Francis does not sell or distribute the Hardback in India, Pakistan,
Nepal, Bhutan, Bangladesh & Sri Lanka

who writes history textbooks: Language, Ideology and Japanese History Textbooks
Christopher Barnard, 2004-03-01 The Japanese history textbook debate is one that keeps making the
news, particularly with reference to claims that Japan has never 'apologised properly' for its actions
between 1931 and 1945, and that it is one of the few liberal, democratic countries in which
textbooks are controlled and authorised by the central government. There are frequent protests,
both from within Japan and from overseas, that a biased, nationalistic history is taught in Japanese
schools. This is the first time that all the authorised textbooks currently in use have been analysed
using a critical discourse that is anchored firmly in the theory of 'language within society’,
elucidating the meanings and associated ideologies created by the language of the textbooks.

who writes history textbooks: Writing History from the Margins Claire Parfait, Hélene Le
Dantec-Lowry, Claire Bourhis-Mariotti, 2016-09-13 With contributions from leading American and
European scholars, this collection of original essays surveys the actors and the modes of writing
history from the margins of society, focusing specifically on African Americans. Nearly 100 years
after The Journal of Negro History was founded, this book assesses the legacy of the African
American historians, mostly amateur historians initially, who wrote the history of their community
between the 1830s and World War II. Subsequently, the growth of the civil rights movement further
changed historical paradigms--and the place of African Americans and that of black writers in
publishing and in the historical profession. Through slavery and segregation, self-educated and
formally educated Blacks wrote works of history, often in order to inscribe African Americans within
the main historical narrative of the nation, with a two-fold objective: to make African Americans
proud of their past and to enable them to fight against white prejudice. Over the past decade,
historians have turned to the study of these pioneers, but a number of issues remain to be
considered. This anthology will contribute to answering several key questions concerning who
published these books, and how were they distributed, read, and received. Little has been written
concerning what they reveal about the construction of professional history in the nineteenth century
when examined in relation to other writings by Euro-Americans working in an academic setting or as
independent researchers.

who writes history textbooks: Proceedings of the 2nd International Conference on History,
Social Sciences, and Education (ICHSE 2024) Indah Wahyu Puji Utami, Wahyu Djoko Sulistyo,
2024-11-16 This is an open access book. The rationale behind this conference stems from a critical
understanding of the gaps in our academic discourses, especially related to the “Unheard Voices”.
While scholarly discussions have traditionally focussed on well-documented narratives and
mainstream perspectives, we urgently need to redirect our attention toward the stories of various
groups whose voices have often been marginalized or ignored. By addressing this gap, the
conference aims to foreground the importance of diversifying our academic conversations and
elevating voices that have been historically underrepresented - to contribute to a more
comprehensive and nuanced understanding of historical events, social structures, and educational
systems. We also aspire to emphasize the transformative potential of centering our discussions of
unheard voices and alternative narratives at this conference. In so doing, we not only contribute to a
more inclusive academic discussion, but also pave the way for more innovative research
methodologies, fresh perspectives, and deeper understanding of multifaceted challenges and lived
experiences of diverse groups. As we navigate the intersections of history, social sciences, and
education, we invite scholars, practitioners, educators, and students to join us in this endeavor. This



conference presents an opportunity not only for the exchange of ideas, but also for the establishment
of international networks committed to amplifying unheard voices in history, social sciences, and
education.

who writes history textbooks: The School Textbook William E. Marsden, 2013-01-11 A study of
the school textbook grounded in historical and comparative perspectives. The approach is broadly
chronological, revealing changes in the theory and practice of textbook production and use. The
book focuses largely on three associated subjects - geography, history and social studies.

who writes history textbooks: Knowing and Writing School History Luciana C. de Oliveira,
2011-03-01 Because school history often relies on reading and writing and has its own
discipline-specific challenges, it is important to understand the language demands of this content
area, the typical writing requirements, and the language expectations of historical discourse. History
uses language is specialized ways, so it can be challenging for students to construct responses to
historical events. It is only through a focus on these specialized ways of presenting and constructing
historical content that students will see how language is used to construe particular contexts. This
book provides the results of a qualitative study that investigated the language resources that 8th and
11th grade students drew on to write an exposition and considered the role of writing in school
history. The study combined a functional linguistic analysis of student writing with educational
considerations in the underresearched content area of history. Data set consisted of writing done by
students who were English language learners and other culturally and linguistically diverse students
from two school districts in California. The book is an investigation of expository school history
writing and teachers’ expectations for this type of writing. School history writing refers to the kind
of historical writing expected of students at the pre-college levels.

who writes history textbooks: Writing History Essays Ian Mabbett, 2017-09-16 To write
history successfully, it is essential to understand the nuts and bolts of technique as well as the
underlying principles which govern the whole process. Writing History Essays takes you step by step
through the process of writing an assignment, breaking it down into a series of manageable tasks,
including: - Selecting sources - Reading critically - Taking notes - Planning and drafting your essay -
Referencing correctly and avoiding plagiarism. This book also takes you beyond the essay, with
practical advice on writing book reviews, reports and dissertations, as well as guidance on sitting
examinations. This new edition includes reflective questions at the end of each chapter and
discussion of visual and web-based sources, making it an indispensable guide for history students.

who writes history textbooks: War Memory, Nationalism and Education in Postwar Japan
Yoshiko Nozaki, 2008-06-23 The controversy over official state-approved history textbooks in Japan,
which omit or play down many episodes of Japan’s occupation of neighbouring countries during the
Asia-Pacific War (1931-1945), and which have been challenged by critics who favour more critical,
peace and justice perspectives, goes to the heart of Japan’s sense of itself as a nation. The degree to
which Japan is willing to confront its past is not just about history, but also about how Japan defines
itself at present, and going forward. This book examines the history textbook controversy in Japan. It
sets the controversy in the context of debates about memory, and education, and in relation to
evolving politics both within Japan, and in Japan’s relations with its neighbours and former colonies
and countries it invaded. It discusses in particular the struggles of Ienaga Saburo, who has made
crucial contributions, including through three epic lawsuits, in challenging the official government
position. Winner of the American Educational Research Association 2009 Outstanding Book Award in
the Curriculum Studies category.

who writes history textbooks: Nationhood and Politicization of History in School Textbooks
Gorana Ognjenovic¢, Jasna Jozeli¢, 2020-02-15 This book explores how school history textbooks are
used to perpetuate nationalistic policies within divided regions. Exploring the ‘divide and rule’
politics across ex-Yugoslav successor states, the editors and contributors draw upon a wide range of
case studies from across the region. Textbooks and other educational media provide the foundations
upon which the new generation build understanding about their own context and the events that are
creating their present. By promoting nationalistic politics in such media, textbooks themselves can




be used as tools to further promote and preserve ongoing hostility between ethnic groups following
periods of conflict. This edited collection will appeal to scholars of educational media, history
education and post-conflict societies.

who writes history textbooks: Narrating the Soviet Era in Russian School History Textbooks
Olga Konkka, 2025-09-03 This study focuses on how Russian history textbooks published between
1992 and 2021 dealt with the topic of the Soviet period (1917-1991). Representations of this part of
Russia’s past in school manuals have provoked vivid debates and bolstered government intervention
in the field, while a gradual shift towards a less critical narrative of the USSR in more recent
textbooks is often presented as directed by Vladimir Putin. This study combines research into these
texts and inquiry into those who write, publish, approve, or criticize them. Bringing together these
perspectives provides a more complex view of school textbooks as final products of both top-down
and bottom-up processes. This volume is aimed at postgraduates, researchers, and academics
specializing in Soviet history, contemporary Russian politics and society, and history education and
textbooks.

who writes history textbooks: Designing History in East Asian Textbooks Gotelind Mueller,
2011-02-01 This book analyses the efforts throughout East Asia to deploy education for purposes of
political socialization, and in particular in order to shape notions of identity. The chapters also
examine the trend of ‘common textbook initiatives’, which have recently emerged in East Asia with
the aim of helping to defuse tensions arguably fuelled by existing practices of mutual
(mis)representation. These are analysed in relation to the East Asian political context, and compared
with previous and ongoing endeavours in other parts of the world, particularly Europe, which have
been keenly observed by East Asian practitioners. Written by a group of international education
experts, chapters discuss the enduring focus on the role of curricula in inculcating homogenous
visions of the national self, and indeed homogenized visions of significant 'others'. Including
contributions from scholars and curriculum developers involved personally in the writing of national
and multi-national history textbooks this book will be of interest to students and scholars of Asian
education, Asian history and comparative education studies. Gotelind Muller is Professor of Chinese
Studies, University of Heidelberg, Germany

who writes history textbooks: Women Writing History Kumkum Roy, Preeti Gulati, Romila
Thapar, 2025-05-07 Three historians. Three generations. Spanning nearly a century of work, Romila
Thapar, Kumkum Roy and Preeti Gulati, reflect on their lives and their engagement with one of the
most demanding, and most crucial, disciplines of our times. Personal narratives of growing
up—Ilearning about history, charting new and distinct paths as researchers, the challenges of
teaching—meld effortlessly into a larger and complex changing context: the emergence of an
independent nation, of movements that have helped shape the process, and of resistance. To what
extent, the authors ask, have feminisms made a difference? Can these interventions lead to
redefining or rejuvenating the discipline, transforming it into a more inclusive space where diverse
voices can be acknowledged and heard with respect and understanding? These and other questions
inform this accessible and lucid text.

who writes history textbooks: Writing History 7-11 Hilary Cooper, 2014-06-05 Writing History
7-11 supports students and primary teachers helping them to explore ways in which activities
involving the talk that underpins historical enquiry can be developed into reading and exciting,
extended, reflective writing. The step that teachers and pupils take from ‘talk for learning’ to ‘talk
for writing’ is a vital one. In this book the authors argue that all aspects of historical enquiry leading
to writing involve discussion and dialogue which permeate every aspect of ‘doing history’. From this
perspective they set out a theoretical framework for understanding the role of talk and reading in
developing pupils’ critical thinking and confident reflective writing, then demonstrate through a
series of case studies, in which teachers, university lecturers and pupils work together, how the
theory is put into practice in the classroom. Themes include: How to support children in writing in a
variety of interesting genres How to make links between the National Curriculum (2013) for History
and for English How to plan for breadth and depth studies in the new National Curriculum How



activities in History 5 - 11 can be developed into exciting extended writing The second half of the
book draws upon case studies from a number of real primary classrooms with children of different
ages. Each case study shows how teaching was planned to develop children’s confidence and
enjoyment in discussion and to scaffold reasoned, written explanation and argument. Topics
presented are all relevant to the new curriculum framework and include talking and reading about:
Time, change and significance over 6000 years - writing a television script Celtic Britain and the
Roman Army - writing a travel brochure about Celtic Britain The destruction of Roman towns -
writing a Saxon poem An archaeological investigation of a body in a Danish peat bog - writing a
newspaper report Did any countries benefit from WW11? - writing an argued viewpoint The
expansion westwards of European settlers - writing a flap book exploring different perspectives. This
indispensable book provides not only sources for pupils to use in their writing, but also models and
exemplars of different styles and voices to draw upon.

who writes history textbooks: History Wars and The Classroom Tony Taylor, Robert
Guyver, 2012-03-01 The book is entitled History Wars in the Classroom: Global Perspectives and
examines how ten separate countries have experienced debates and disputes over the contested
nature of the subject, for example the 'Black Armband' and "Whitewash' factions in Australia who
adopt opposingly celebratory or denigratory views of Australian history, especially when evaluating
episodes of poor racial relations. There are also tensions between traditional/patriotic views of
history teaching and reformed or 'new' history. There are issues of political control of the curriculum
and parallel issues of who writes it (very topical in England at the moment over two expat 'big
picture' historians who work at Harvard and Columbia (Niall Ferguson and Simon Schama)).

who writes history textbooks: Transforming History Brian Moloughney, Peter Zarrow,
2012-02-03 Transforming History examines the profound transformation of historical thought and
practice of writing history from the late Qing through the midtwentieth century. The authors devote
extensive analysis to the common set of intellectual and political forces that shaped the study of
history, from the ideas of evolution, positivism, nationalism, historicism, and Marxism, to political
processes such as revolution, imperialism, and modernization. Also discussed are the impact and
problems associated with the nationstate as the subject of history, the linear model of historical
time, and the spatial system of nationstates. The result is a convincing study that illustrates how
history has transformed into a modern academic discipline in China.

who writes history textbooks: Writing History in Late Imperial Russia Frances Nethercott,
2019-12-26 It is commonly held that a strict divide between literature and history emerged in the
19th century, with the latter evolving into a more serious disciple of rigorous science. Yet, in turning
to works of historical writing during late Imperial Russia, Frances Nethercott reveals how this was
not so; rather, she argues, fiction, lyric poetry, and sometimes even the lives of artists, consistently
and significantly shaped historical enquiry. Grounding its analysis in the works of historians Timofei
Granovskii, Vasilii Klyuchevskii, and Ivan Grevs, Writing History in Late Imperial Russia explores
how Russian thinkers--being sensitive to the social, cultural, and psychological resonances of
creative writing--drew on the literary canon as a valuable resource for understanding the past. The
result is a novel and nuanced discussion of the influences of literature on the development of
Russian historiography, which shines new light on late Imperial attitudes to historical investigation
and considers the legacy of such historical practice on Russia today.

who writes history textbooks: State, Memory, and Egypt’s Victory in the 1973 War Mustafa
Menshawy, 2017-04-04 This book explores and problematises the war discourse regarding Egypt's
victory in the 1973 War. It traces the process through which this discourse was constructed and
reconstructed by the state throughout the periods of President Anwar Sadat, his successor Hosni
Mubarak, and afterwards. It uses Critical Discourse Analysis to combine analysis of texts
commemorating the war with a study of the socio-political milieu related to personal
authoritarianism and the state’s intricate relations with the army, the press and Islamists.

who writes history textbooks: Contemporary Public Debates Over History Education Isabel
Barca, Irene Nakou, 2010-10-01 The 6th book of the International Review of History Education



Series, Contemporary public debates over history education, presents public debates on history
education as they appear in 14 different areas of the world, in Asia, Europe, North and South
America. In alphabetical order: in Brazil, by Maria Auxiliadora Schmidt and Tania Braga Garcia, in
Canada, by Peter Seixas, in England, by Rosalyn Ashby and Christopher Edwards, in Greece, by
Irene Nakou and Eleni Apostolidou, in Israel, by Eyal Naveh, in Japan and South Korea, by Yonghee
Suh and Makito Yurita, in Northern Ireland, by Alan McCully, in Portugal, by Isabel Barca, in
Quebec (Canada), by Jean-Francois Cardin, in Singapore, by Suhaimi Afandi and Mark Baildon, in
Spain, by Lis Cercadillo, in Turkey, by Dursun Dilek and Gilcin (Yapici) Dilek, and in the United
States, by Peter Stearns. By illuminating common trends, national peculiarities and differences, this
collective book further enriches our knowledge about crucial issues concerning public perspectives
over history education in diverse parts of the world. It opens new questions and issues to be further
investigated by all who are interested in this field, in terms of its historical, educational, global,
national, ethnic, cultural, social and political dimensions in the current transitional and multicultural
environment. This international dialogue therefore addresses historians, history education
researchers, university professors, school teachers, policy makers, publishers, parents and all those
who insist that history education is very important, especially if it enables young people to orientate
in the present and the future in historical terms

who writes history textbooks: The Palgrave Handbook of Conflict and History Education
in the Post-Cold War Era Luigi Cajani, Simone Lassig, Maria Repoussi, 2019-06-28 This Handbook
provides a systematic and analytical approach to the various dimensions of international, ethnic and
domestic conflict over the uses of national history in education since the end of the Cold War. With
an upsurge in political, social and cultural upheaval, particularly since the fall of state socialism in
Europe, the importance of history textbooks and curricula as tools for influencing the outlooks of
entire generations is thrown into sharp relief. Using case studies from 58 countries, this book
explores how history education has had the potential to shape political allegiances and collective
identities. The contributors highlight the key issues over which conflict has emerged - including the
legacies of socialism and communism, war, dictatorships and genocide - issues which frequently
point to tensions between adhering to and challenging the idea of a cohesive national identity and
historical narrative. Global in scope, the Handbook will appeal to a diverse academic audience,
including historians, political scientists, educationists, psychologists, sociologists and scholars
working in the field of cultural and media studies.
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