selling used textbooks near me

selling used textbooks near me can be a lucrative endeavor for students
looking to make extra cash and declutter their living spaces. As the academic
year winds down or when new semesters begin, many students find themselves
with stacks of textbooks they no longer need. This article will guide you
through the various avenues for selling your used textbooks, including local
options and online platforms. We will explore the benefits of selling used
textbooks, tips for maximizing your profits, and a list of resources
available for those searching for "selling used textbooks near me."

In this comprehensive guide, you will discover effective strategies for
selling your textbooks, the most popular places to sell them, and essential
considerations to keep in mind to ensure a smooth selling experience.

e Understanding the Market for Used Textbooks

e Top Places to Sell Used Textbooks Near You

e Benefits of Selling Used Textbooks

e Tips for Maximizing Your Sale

e Frequently Asked Questions

Understanding the Market for Used Textbooks

When considering selling used textbooks near me, it's crucial to understand
the market dynamics. The demand for used textbooks fluctuates based on the
academic calendar, course requirements, and new editions being released.
Generally, textbooks for popular courses or subjects tend to sell faster than
those for niche classes.

Additionally, knowing the right time to sell can significantly affect your
ability to find buyers quickly. For instance, the beginning of a semester is
often the best time to sell, as students are in urgent need of course
materials. Conversely, selling during off-peak times may yield fewer offers.

Identifying Popular Textbooks

To effectively navigate the used textbook market, consider the following
factors:



e Edition: Newer editions usually have a higher demand.
e Condition: Textbooks in good condition attract more buyers.

e Rarity: Out-of-print or hard-to-find titles can be sold at a premium.

By understanding these elements, you can better position your textbooks in
the marketplace and enhance your chances of selling them quickly and
profitably.

Top Places to Sell Used Textbooks Near You

There are several effective options when it comes to selling used textbooks
near me. Each method has its pros and cons, which can influence your decision
based on convenience, pricing, and speed of sale.

Local College Bookstores

Many local college bookstores buy back textbooks at the end of each semester.
They typically offer cash or store credit. While the prices offered may not
always be competitive, selling to a bookstore ensures a quick transaction and
immediate payment.

Community Events and Flea Markets

Consider participating in community events, flea markets, or college fairs
where you can set up a booth to sell your textbooks directly to students.
This method allows you to set your prices and negotiate directly with buyers,
potentially leading to higher profits.

Online Marketplaces

In addition to local options, various online platforms are available for
selling used textbooks. Some of the most popular include:

e Amazon Marketplace

e eBay



e Facebook Marketplace
e Craigslist

e Chegg

Using these platforms can significantly expand your reach beyond local
buyers, but be sure to factor in shipping costs and fees when setting your
prices.

Benefits of Selling Used Textbooks

There are numerous benefits associated with selling used textbooks near me.
Understanding these advantages can motivate you to take action and streamline
the selling process.

Financial Gain

One of the most immediate benefits is the financial gain. Selling textbooks
can provide you with extra cash to offset tuition costs, purchase new
textbooks, or fund other expenses.

Decluttering Your Space

Another significant advantage is decluttering. Textbooks can take up valuable
space in your home or dorm room. Selling them not only frees up space but
also allows someone else to benefit from your previous purchases.

Environmental Impact

Selling used textbooks contributes to sustainability by promoting the reuse
of materials. This practice helps reduce waste and minimizes the
environmental impact associated with producing new textbooks.

Tips for Maximizing Your Sale

To ensure you get the most out of your textbook selling experience, consider



the following tips:

Research Prices

Before listing your textbooks, research their current market value. Websites
like Amazon and eBay can provide insight into similar listings, helping you
set a competitive price.

Detail Your Listings

When selling online, be sure to provide detailed descriptions and high-
quality images of your textbooks. Accurately listing the condition, edition,
and any additional features will attract more buyers.

Be Flexible with Pricing

Consider being open to negotiation, especially if a buyer expresses interest.
Flexibility can lead to faster sales and positive experiences for both
parties.

Utilize Social Media

Promote your textbooks on social media platforms. Many colleges have
dedicated groups for buying and selling textbooks where you can reach
potential buyers directly.

Frequently Asked Questions

Q: What is the best time to sell used textbooks?

A: The best time to sell used textbooks is typically at the beginning of a
new semester when students are looking for affordable course materials.

Q: How do I determine the value of my used
textbooks?

A: To determine the value of your used textbooks, check online marketplaces



to see what similar books are selling for. Also, consider the textbook's
condition, edition, and demand for the particular course.

Q: Can I sell textbooks that are highlighted or
written in?

A: It depends on the extent of the markings. Minor highlighting and writing
may not significantly affect the resale value, but excessive markings can
deter buyers. Always disclose any wear and tear in your listings.

Q: Are there any fees associated with selling
textbooks online?

A: Yes, many online platforms charge listing or commission fees. Be sure to
read the terms and conditions of the platform you choose to understand any
costs involved.

Q: Is it better to sell textbooks locally or online?

A: It depends on your priorities. Selling locally can provide immediate cash
and convenience, while online sales may reach a broader audience and yield
higher prices.

Q: What should I do if my textbooks don't sell?

A: If your textbooks don't sell, consider lowering the price, exploring
different selling platforms, or donating them to a local library or charity.

Q: Can I sell eBooks or digital textbooks?

A: Generally, eBooks are licensed rather than sold, so they cannot be resold.
However, if you have a physical copy that comes with a digital edition, you
may be able to sell the physical book while retaining the digital access.

Q: How do I prepare my textbooks for sale?

A: Clean your textbooks and check for any damage. Take clear photos and write
honest descriptions to accurately represent the condition of your books.

Q: Should I sell my textbooks at the end of the
semester or wait until summer?

A: It's often best to sell at the end of the semester, as demand is high.



However, if you miss that window, summer may also provide opportunities
through online platforms.
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selling used textbooks near me: Booking in Iowa Joseph A. Michaud, 2009-09-28 A memoir of
the used book business in Iowa City, lowa, UNESCO's City of Literature.

selling used textbooks near me: How to Sell Used Books on Amazon Bolakale Aremu,
2023-12-23 In this edition, you will learn more ways to sell your used books on Amazon for huge
profits without even seeing or touching a single book. The market can never be saturated. It's
something brand new and is making a lot of people over $10k per month, including absolute
beginners, because it really doesn't have to do with having technical or previous knowledge. As long
as you have internet and a computer, you can do this alone or even outsource it as explained in this
guide. You can also do it inside our community. So wherever you are in the world, I just want to let
you know you can do this strategy. So if you close off all distractions, pay close attention and read
this book to the end, you'll give yourself a chance to learn this simple stuff. Finally if you take action
(work for 1 to 2 hours daily), I promise you will make at least $10k per month like most of our new
members. What I'm going to talk about is how absolute beginners are having success with one or
more of our methods. These methods do not even require marketing, which is really weird for an
internet community that's full of marketing. You actually don't need marketing. Never! You don't
need anything like SEO, Facebook ads, Google ads, blogging, or content marketing. It's not affiliate
marketing or multilevel marketing. You don't need to know programming or even email marketing.
You don't need your own website. I think you get the picture that this is very different, right? There
were S0 many success stories with our strategy. ['ve never seen so many success stories like ours.
This is a really unique strategy that is taught only in our own community, and our students are
having so much success with it. So if you're super busy in life, and you find marketing stuff just too
much for you, then know that ours is actually just a strategy that need no marketing to work, so you
can make a residual income online. You can even build this out into a business, although it's really
just a strategy and methods that work. Briefly this is a strategy that is really eye opening. It's the
stuff you can do by finding a little need in the Amazon marketplace and then finding a really simple
way to fulfill that need at awesome profits. I've been doing online businesses for almost 20 years and
I've never seen anything as good as this. So I'm really excited to show you this. In fact, this is going
to be the second time we are publicly showing this method. So I'm again really excited about it.
Order and read my book right now. You'll see how much money you can potentially make with this!

selling used textbooks near me: Books in the Digital Age John B. Thompson, 2013-10-21 The
book publishing industry is going through a period of profound and turbulent change brought about
in part by the digital revolution. What is the role of the book in an age preoccupied with computers
and the internet? How has the book publishing industry been transformed by the economic and
technological upheavals of recent years, and how is it likely to change in the future? This is the first
major study of the book publishing industry in Britain and the United States for more than two
decades. Thompson focuses on academic and higher education publishing and analyses the evolution
of these sectors from 1980 to the present. He shows that each sector is characterized by its own


https://ns2.kelisto.es/textbooks-suggest-004/pdf?title=selling-used-textbooks-near-me.pdf&trackid=GRi55-0936
https://ns2.kelisto.es/textbooks-suggest-003/Book?trackid=AQD41-7002&title=master-ncert-textbooks-class-10.pdf
https://ns2.kelisto.es/textbooks-suggest-003/Book?trackid=AQD41-7002&title=master-ncert-textbooks-class-10.pdf

distinctive ‘logic’ or dynamic of change, and that by reconstructing this logic we can understand the
problems, challenges and opportunities faced by publishing firms today. He also shows that the
digital revolution has had, and continues to have, a profound impact on the book publishing
business, although the real impact of this revolution has little to do with the ebook scenarios
imagined by many commentators. Books in the Digital Age will become a standard work on the
publishing industry at the beginning of the 21st century. It will be of great interest to students
taking courses in the sociology of culture, media and cultural studies, and publishing. It will also be
of great value to professionals in the publishing industry, educators and policy makers, and to
anyone interested in books and their future.

selling used textbooks near me: Selling Beyond EBay Greg Holden, 2006 This guide
provides practical tips for ambitious online sellers who are ready to expand their horizons beyond
eBay. Holden presents a general overview of the larger online auction scene and explains how to do
things like connect with collectors at specialized sites, open an online storefront, or sell merchandise
at trade shows.
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selling used textbooks near me: Madness Is Catching Edward Radclyffe, 2011-07-18
Stateville is one of the strangest towns in the South. Home to State University, which makes the
dubious claim to be the finest public university in the Deep South, it is an island of slightly liberal
values in the Southern sea of blue-collar and military tradition. And caught between middle-class
America and the sharecropper-cum-Klansman past are the educated unemployables who pass as
Southern bohemia: artists who can create only when the moonlight is in the magnolias and the
utilities have been cut off, writers who struggle to pen modern novels but keep coming back to the
War (the only war, it would seem down South), revolutionaries who pose as Marxes and Lenins of
reaction but simply cannot persuade the South to rise again, poets who spread chaos and disorder,
and angry dishwashers who curse the gods for denying them the right to become movie stars. Their
rudderless lives, and how they are changed forever (not necessarily for the better), are the subject of
Madness is Catching, a picaresque comedy of idleness that presents classic Southern vices in a new
and universal light. Tom Spaulding is one of State Universitys most illustrious dropouts, having
earned nearly two hundred credit hoursalmost entirely in electivesand been expelled for refusing to
declare a major in anything other than distressed Southern gentleman. At thirty years old, he has
never held a full-time job, and it is with the greatest reluctance that he holds a part-time sinecure.
He prefers to be known as an artist, although the last time he produced any art was during the
Starving Time, when a parental check failed to arrive. After all, to quote Spaulding when on a full
stomach, Doing is not as significant as being. Tom Jenkins graduated from State University again
and again, but so far it hasnt done him much financial good. He spends his days writing free-verse
epics completely unrelated to his near-Ph.D. in polar history (he would have been the first student at
a Southern university to write a dissertation on early efforts to cross Antarctica via snowmobile), as
well as propaganda tracts encouraging Southerners to rise up and peacefully and democratically
overthrow the Yankee oppressors. To supplement his predictably meager income from poetry and
propaganda, Jenkins runs a flea-market stall where he sells books recovered from a library
dumpster. With the fine clothing, furniture, and surprising luxuries he also finds in dumpsters and
thrift shops, Jenkins is able to ape his supposed planter ancestors, a uniquely Southern way of life.
Tom Rothman spends his days waiting tables at a truck stop, a great fall from his upper-middle-class
youth, when he came to Stateville planning to enroll at the university. Now he provides service with
a sneer, grumbling at his customers under his breath, and grumbling loudly and profanely to his
friends about the endless ways in which life has ill-used him. But there remains a kernel of
seemingly hopeless ambition that Rothman cannot forever ignore. Reginald OBryan, a former
carnival barker now on work-related disability, is distinguished among his associates for his




unparalleled and cynical indolence. Theres much to be said against work, he tells a receptive
Spaulding. Its certainly a destroyer of initiative. OBryan becomes an elder statesman of sloth and a
beacon of depravity to his younger friends. A one-man Devils workshop, the only question is whether
OBryan will be punished or rewarded by the Southern powersand Powersthat be. Through one
adventure, free meal, disaster, and embarrassment after another, this growing band of Southerners
fails to learn any lessons at all, unless it is that persistence can be a great waste of time. From the
hallowed mock-Tudor-mock-Gothic halls of State University to the inside of a clean and well-lit
dumpster, to the offensively uncharitable Megathrift charity store, the lost Sou

selling used textbooks near me: Decoding the New Consumer Mind Kit Yarrow, 2014-03-18
Take a glimpse into the mind of the modern consumer A decade of swift and stunning change has
profoundly affected the psychology of how, when, and why we shop and buy. In Decoding the New
Consumer Mind, award-winning consumer psychologist Kit Yarrow shares surprising insights about
the new motivations and behaviors of shoppers, taking marketers where they need to be today: into
the deeply psychological and often unconscious relationships that people have with products,
retailers, marketing communications, and brands. Drawing on hundreds of consumer interviews and
shop-alongs, Yarrow reveals the trends that define our transformed behavior. For example, when we
shop we show greater emotionality, hunting for more intense experiences and seeking relief and
distraction online. A profound sense of isolation and individualism shapes the way we express
ourselves and connect with brands and retailers. Neurological research even suggests that our
brains are rewired, altering what we crave, how we think, and where our attention goes. Decoding
the New Consumer Mind provides marketers with practical ways to tap into this new consumer
psychology, and Yarrow shows how to combine technology and innovation to enhance brand image;
win love and loyalty through authenticity and integrity; put the consumer’s needs and preferences
front and center; and deliver the most emotionally intense, yet uncomplicated, experience possible.
Armed with Yarrow’s strategies, marketers will be able to connect more effectively with
consumers—driving profit and success across the organization.

selling used textbooks near me: The Fundamentals of Marketing Edward Russell,
2017-11-02 This book describes how marketing organizations successfully move from product
concept to the creation of a successful brand, and explains the key tools used to develop branding. It
introduces selling theories and the principles of consumer behaviour, and documents the creation
and development of brands using real-world examples. It goes on to explain strategic pricing,
methods of distribution, market research, strategic thinking and the promotion of these brands
through advertising. The Fundamentals of Marketing is fully illustrated with up-to-the-minute
examples and case studies, including Amazon, Bling H20 and Tap'd NY, Petstages, Red Bull and
Wal-Mart.

selling used textbooks near me: Provost Larry A. Nielsen, 2023-07-03 What is a Provost—and
what does a Provost do? Don’t look for the answers on the bookshelf. There is scant literature
devoted to the Provost-ship - for which the author advances a number of hypotheses - so, until this
informal and autobiographical account, there has been little for aspirants or new appointees to draw
on for guidance or to provide a feel for what the role entails.Larry Nielsen offers a highly personal
account of his tenure as Provost of North Carolina State University, from his unexpected invitation
by the Chancellor to act as interim Provost, to the events that forced his resignation four years later,
and brought him unwanted notoriety. In a fast-paced, self-deprecating style he invites the reader to
share the activities that crowded his schedule, the symbolic character of the role, its opportunities to
shape policy, and its limitations, as well as the joy and satisfaction he derived from making a
difference in people’s lives and the institution. We see him in action, and get a sense of the role, as
he addresses problems large and small. He shares insights on the governance of a large public
institution, on how monies are allocated, and funds made available for strategic initiatives. By the
end of the book, we gain an understanding of the myriad roles of the “number two” position of the
institution, responsible for the direction and functioning of all its academic and curricular affairs,
that Larry Nielsen characterized for himself as “the University's stay-at-home Dad.”He concludes the



book with a look back at the Provost’s job from his renewed perspective as a faculty member, further
demonstrating the truth of his assertion that “where you stand depends on where you sit.”This is an
entertaining and insightful read for anyone who wants to get a glimpse of how a large university
functions, as seen through the eyes of an ultimate “insider.” For those interested in taking on the
highest administrative positions in higher education it offers a window into that world, including the
perils to which incumbents can be exposed when their actions become front-page news.

selling used textbooks near me: No Fixed Address Jon Evans, 2015-11-30 As the author of
award-winning thrillers, Jon Evans is no stranger to writing about daring escapades and exotic
locales. In No Fixed Address, he chronicles his own real-life solo travels across sixty-six countries
around the globe. Unafraid to be lost and alone in a world where technology has made it almost
impossible to be either of those things, Evans seeks out new and interesting places in which to
experience vibrant cultures, landscapes and wildlife from America to Asia. His eclectic adventures
take him off the beaten path, from Cape Town to St. Petersburg to Beijing and points in between.
His travelogues include everything from getting lost on the way to Uganda’s Bwindi Impenetrable
Forest and flying in a Blackhawk helicopter over wartime Baghdad to experiencing Mumbai’s
full-frontal assault on the senses and travelling across seven time zones to reach Vladivostok. Not to
be forgotten: a particularly divine hot-and-sour soup.... With a clear appreciation of history and
politics, a reverence for the natural world and a humorous, exploratory spirit sure to appeal to
armchair travellers and dyed-in-the-wool backpackers alike, No Fixed Address vividly captures the
sights, smells and sounds of the far corners of the world.

selling used textbooks near me: Sent to the USA Sebastian "Chany" Almazan, 2015-09-09
Sebastian Chany Almazan was born in Cienfuegos, Cuba on August 9, 1945. The day the atomic
bomb was dropped in Nagasaki, Japan. Little did he know the role war was going to play in his life.
Chany enjoyed a carefree life as a child in his beach town. He lived like Huckleberry Finn from the
pages of Mark Twain. On April 21, 1961 the Bay of Pigs attack failed to liberate Cuba from
communism. His parents decided to look after Chany's future and they told their 15 year old son that
he was going to be SENT to the USA. Chany arrived at Miami Florida on September 12, 1961 as a
Pedro Pan Child. A movement created by the Catholic Church with the US Government and some
antirevolutionaries in Cuba that brought over 14,000 unaccompanied children from Cuba to the US
in the early sixties. He struggled in Puerto Rico where he was sent to live with a distant relative. He
was working during the day for 65 cents an hour at a loading dock, while attending evening school
to finish his High School. When he finished High School in 1963 he moved to Virginia to attend Va
Tech and become an architect. He studied during the day while working at night. He graduated in
December 1968 and was drafted into the US Army in February 1969. Sebastian did not start living a
normal civilian life until 1971. The issues he had to face in order to achieve the American Dream are
unique and worth reading about.

selling used textbooks near me: Mother Jones Magazine , 1993-09 Mother Jones is an
award-winning national magazine widely respected for its groundbreaking investigative reporting
and coverage of sustainability and environmental issues.

selling used textbooks near me: From Brighton Beach to Madison Avenue David C. Wiener,
2018-08-08 Unlike any accountant most people ever meet, David C. Wiener rose from humble
beginnings in a Jewish neighborhood of Brighton Beach, to the heights of accounting success by
carving out a niche in the advertising industry in midtown Manhattan. He moved from accounting to
financial assessment to negotiating deals with an ever widening array of companies. His uncanny
ability to size up in an instant a situation on all levels—not only financial and economic, but all
aspects related to it—his disarming sense of humor, and his no-nonsense approach make him the
perfect deal maker. This book lifts the curtain on the stage of advertising agencies from the 1970s to
the present and shares life lessons on how to succeed in business and in life.

selling used textbooks near me: Value Chain Clustering in Regional Publishing Services
Markets Bill Cope, Rod Brown, 2002 Clustering is a process whereby enterprises within a shared
value chain cooperatively manage the flow of goods and services from the point of origination to the



point of consumption. This volume focuses on the notion of the regional cluster as a tool for value
chain management and then discusses specific issues.

selling used textbooks near me: Ecology and Experience Richard ]. Borden, 2014-04-15 A
philosophical and narrative memoir, Ecology and Experience is a thoughtful, engaging recounting of
author Richard ]. Borden’s life entwined in an overview of the intellectual and institutional history of
human ecology—a story of life wrapped in a life story. Borden shows that attempts to bridge the
mental and environmental arenas are uncertain, but that rigid conventions and narrow views have
their dangers too. Human experience and the natural world exist on many levels and gathering from
both realms gives rise to novel constellations. In a blend of themes and approaches based on a
lifetime of interdisciplinary inquiry, the author wanders these intersections and invites us to exercise
our capacities for ecological insight, to deepen the experience of being alive, and, most of all, to
more fully enrich our lives. Contents Foreword by Darron Collins, president of the College of the
Atlantic Preface Part I. Transects and Plots 1. The Arc of Life 2. Ecology 3. Experience 4. Human
Ecology 5. Education Part II. Facets of Life 6. Time and Space 7. Death in Life 8. Personal Ecology 9.
Context 10. Metaphor and Meaning Part III. Wider Points of View 11. Kinds of Minds 12. Insight 13.
Imagination 14. Keyholes 15. Ecology and Identity 16. The Unfinished Course Part IV. Coda

selling used textbooks near me: Reinventing the Book: How eReaders, Multimedia Content,
and Social Reading Are Changing the Way We Read Joe Wikert, 2012-09-11 NOTE FROM THE
AUTHOR Over the last 20+ years I've been an author, a publisher and, most importantly, a
frustrated member of the publishing industry. My frustrations stem from the glacial pace of change
in publishing as well as a lack of true risk-taking at the highest ranks in our industry. Several years
ago I decided to start thinking out loud about where the industry should be heading and posted
those thoughts on my Publishing 2020 blog. Those posts are freely accessible by anyone with a web
browser, but after 7+ years they're not well organized for a first-time visitor. That's where Hyperink
comes into play. I was recently approached by Hyperink to see if I'd be willing to let them curate my
posts into ebook format with individual parts set up for each major topic area. I didn't have the time
to do this, and since I'm a big fan of experimentation I accepted their offer to do the job for me.
What you're reading right now is the results of their efforts. I hope you enjoy it and one or two of the
pieces get your creative juices flowing. -Joe Wikert EXCERPT FROM THE BOOK Rethinking Samples
March 26, 2012 I'm bored with e-book samples. I feel like I'm collecting a bunch and then forgetting
about most of them. I'm pretty sure I'm not alone and I'm even more certain this adds up to a ton of
missed sales opportunities. Although this would be impossible to prove, my gut tells me the revenue
missed by not converting samples into sales is a much larger figure than the revenue lost to piracy.
And yet the publishing industry spends a small fortune every year in DRM but treats samples as an
afterthought. Think about it. Someone who pulls down a sample is already interested in your
product. They're asking you to win them over with the material you provide. Far too often though
that material is nothing more than the front matter and a few pages of the first chapter. Some of the
samples I've downloaded don't even go past the front matter. I'm looking for something more. Let's
start with the index. Would it really be that hard to add the index to e-book samples? No. And yet
['ve never seen a sample with the index included. Sure, many of these books have indexes that can
be viewed separately on the e-book's catalog page, but why not include them in the sample? Give me
a sense of what amount of coverage I can expect on every topic right there in the sample. How about
taking it up a notch? Give me the first X pages of the full content, include the entire index at the end
and in between include the rest of the book, but have every other word or two X'd out? That way I
can flip through the entire book and get a better sense of how extensively each topic is covered. By
the way, if the entire book is included like this then the index can include links back to the pages
they reference. Next up, why do I have to search and retrieve samples? Why can't they be configured
to automatically come to me? After a while a retailer should be able to figure out a customer's
interests. So why not let that customer opt in to auto sample delivery of e-books that match their
interests? I love baseball. Send me the samples of every new baseball book that comes out. I've got
plenty of memory available in my e-reader and I can delete any samples I don't want. I've also




mentioned this before but it's worth saying again: How about letting me subscribe to samples from
specific authors? Again, it would be an opt-in program but I wonder how many interesting books I've
missed because I didn't discover the sample. Finally, this problem doesn't appear till after the
sample is converted into a sale but why can't the newly downloaded e-book open up to where I left
off in the sample? Seriously, this has got to be one of the easiest annoyances to fix, so why hasn't
anyone taken the time to do so? Buy the book to read more! CHAPTER OUTLINE Introduction +
Introduction ...and much more

selling used textbooks near me: The American Schoolmaster , 1921

selling used textbooks near me: Shadow Libraries Joe Karaganis, 2018-05-04 How students
get the materials they need as opportunities for higher education expand but funding shrinks. From
the top down, Shadow Libraries explores the institutions that shape the provision of educational
materials, from the formal sector of universities and publishers to the broadly informal ones
organized by faculty, copy shops, student unions, and students themselves. It looks at the history of
policy battles over access to education in the post-World War II era and at the narrower versions
that have played out in relation to research and textbooks, from library policies to book subsidies to,
more recently, the several “open” publication models that have emerged in the higher education
sector. From the bottom up, Shadow Libraries explores how, simply, students get the materials they
need. It maps the ubiquitous practice of photocopying and what are—in many cases—the more
marginal ones of buying books, visiting libraries, and downloading from unauthorized sources. It
looks at the informal networks that emerge in many contexts to share materials, from face-to-face
student networks to Facebook groups, and at the processes that lead to the consolidation of some of
those efforts into more organized archives that circulate offline and sometimes online— the shadow
libraries of the title. If Alexandra Elbakyan's Sci-Hub is the largest of these efforts to date, the more
characteristic part of her story is the prologue: the personal struggle to participate in global
scientific and educational communities, and the recourse to a wide array of ad hoc strategies and
networks when formal, authorized means are lacking. If Elbakyan's story has struck a chord, it is in
part because it brings this contradiction in the academic project into sharp relief—universalist in
principle and unequal in practice. Shadow Libraries is a study of that tension in the digital era.
Contributors Balazs Bodd, Laura Czerniewicz, Miroslaw Filiciak, Mariana Fossatti, Jorge Gemetto,
Eve Gray, Evelin Heidel, Joe Karaganis, Lawrence Liang, Pedro Mizukami, Jhessica Reia, Alek
Tarkowski
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