
north korean textbooks

north korean textbooks play a crucial role in shaping the educational landscape of North Korea, reflecting
the ideology, cultural values, and political narratives of the state. These textbooks are not merely
educational tools; they are instruments of propaganda that instill the principles of Juche, the state ideology
emphasizing self-reliance. This article delves into the content, structure, and significance of North Korean
textbooks, examining how they serve the dual purpose of education and indoctrination. We will explore
the types of subjects covered, the methodologies employed in teaching, and the implications of these
educational materials on the youth of North Korea.

The following sections will provide a comprehensive overview, making it easier for readers to understand
the complexities and nuances of North Korean educational materials.
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Historical Context of North Korean Education

Types of Subjects Covered in Textbooks

Methodologies and Teaching Strategies

The Role of Textbooks in Propaganda

Challenges and Critiques of North Korean Textbooks

The Future of Education and Textbooks in North Korea

Conclusion

Historical Context of North Korean Education
The history of education in North Korea is heavily intertwined with the country’s political evolution.
After the Korean War, the regime focused on establishing a centralized educational system that aligned
with its communist ideologies. The aim was to create a new generation of loyal citizens who would uphold
the values of the state. The government took control of all educational institutions, ensuring that textbooks
reflected the principles of Juche and the leadership of Kim Il-sung and subsequent leaders.

From its inception, the educational framework in North Korea has been characterized by an emphasis on



ideological training. The integration of historical events, such as the Korean War and the struggle against
imperialism, is presented in a way that glorifies the North Korean leadership. This historical context is
essential for understanding the current form and function of textbooks in North Korea.

Types of Subjects Covered in Textbooks
North Korean textbooks cover a wide array of subjects, but the focus is heavily skewed towards ideological
and nationalistic content. The curriculum is designed not only to impart knowledge but also to reinforce
the political and ideological agenda of the state.

Core Subjects
Some of the core subjects included in North Korean textbooks are:

Mathematics: While mathematics is taught, the examples and problems often incorporate themes of
national pride and achievements.

Science: Scientific subjects are taught with an emphasis on the contributions of North Korean
scientists and technology.

History: History textbooks focus on the Korean War, the struggles against imperialism, and the
glorification of the Kim dynasty.

Language and Literature: Literature classes highlight works that promote the North Korean
ideology, often featuring poetry and stories that extol the virtues of the regime.

Political Education: This subject is paramount, focusing on the teachings of Kim Il-sung, Kim Jong-il,
and Kim Jong-un, ensuring that students develop a strong ideological foundation.

Specialized Education
In addition to core subjects, North Korean textbooks also delve into specialized education, which includes:

Technical and Vocational Training: Textbooks used in these areas emphasize skills that support the
state's industrial and agricultural goals.

Arts and Music: These subjects are infused with ideological content, encouraging the promotion of
state-sanctioned art forms.



Methodologies and Teaching Strategies
The methodologies employed in North Korean education are deeply influenced by the political landscape.
Teaching strategies are designed to ensure that students not only learn the material but also internalize the
ideological messages conveyed through the textbooks.

Teaching Approaches
Some notable teaching approaches include:

Memorization: Students are often required to memorize large portions of texts, particularly those
related to political ideology.

Repetition: Key concepts and slogans are reinforced through repeated exposure, ensuring that they
become ingrained in students’ minds.

Group Activities: Group discussions and activities often center on ideological themes, fostering a sense
of collective loyalty to the state.

Assessment Methods
Assessment in North Korean schools tends to focus on students' ability to recall information and demonstrate
their ideological alignment rather than critical thinking or creativity. Tests often include:

Written Exams: Students are assessed on their memorization of ideological texts and historical facts.

Oral Examinations: These may involve reciting key slogans or principles, further emphasizing the
role of ideology in education.

The Role of Textbooks in Propaganda
North Korean textbooks are a fundamental part of the state's propaganda machinery. They are designed to
create a narrative that glorifies the leadership and promotes unwavering loyalty to the regime.



The textbooks depict a highly idealized version of North Korean society, where the leadership is portrayed
as benevolent and heroic. This depiction is crucial for maintaining the regime's legitimacy. The portrayal of
external enemies, particularly the United States and South Korea, is also prevalent, fostering a sense of
nationalism and unity against perceived threats.

Challenges and Critiques of North Korean Textbooks
While North Korean textbooks serve the regime's purposes, they face significant challenges and critiques.
One of the primary criticisms is their lack of scientific rigor and factual accuracy, particularly in subjects
like history and science.

Furthermore, the heavy ideological slant limits students' ability to engage with diverse viewpoints or
develop critical thinking skills. This educational approach has long-term implications for North Korean
society, potentially stunting technological and intellectual growth.

The Future of Education and Textbooks in North Korea
As North Korea continues to face global scrutiny and economic challenges, the future of its education
system and textbooks remains uncertain. There may be potential for gradual changes, especially with
increased access to information from the outside world. However, any significant shifts are likely to be slow
and met with resistance from the regime.

The evolution of North Korean textbooks will depend on the political landscape, the regime's stability, and
the influence of external factors. Education will likely continue to be an essential tool for the state, but the
content and methodologies may adapt in response to changing circumstances.

Conclusion
The landscape of North Korean textbooks is a reflection of the country’s political ideology and cultural
values. They serve as instruments of both education and indoctrination, shaping the minds of future
generations. Understanding the content and structure of these textbooks provides insight into the broader
socio-political environment of North Korea and the challenges faced by its citizens. As the world evolves,
the impact of these educational materials on North Korean youth will remain a critical area of observation.

Q: What is the main purpose of North Korean textbooks?
A: The main purpose of North Korean textbooks is to educate students while instilling the ideology of
Juche and promoting loyalty to the state and its leaders.



Q: How are subjects like history presented in North Korean textbooks?
A: History textbooks in North Korea present a glorified version of events, focusing on the achievements of
the Kim dynasty and portraying external threats, particularly from the United States and South Korea.

Q: Are North Korean textbooks aligned with international educational
standards?
A: No, North Korean textbooks are not aligned with international educational standards. They prioritize
ideological content over scientific rigor and factual accuracy.

Q: What role does memorization play in North Korean education?
A: Memorization plays a crucial role in North Korean education, as students are often required to memorize
ideological texts and historical narratives to demonstrate their loyalty to the regime.

Q: How do North Korean textbooks address scientific subjects?
A: Scientific subjects in North Korean textbooks are taught with an emphasis on national achievements and
contributions from North Korean scientists, often lacking in diversity and critical perspectives.

Q: What challenges do North Korean textbooks face?
A: North Korean textbooks face challenges such as critiques regarding their lack of scientific rigor, factual
accuracy, and the heavy ideological slant that limits critical thinking among students.

Q: How might the future of North Korean textbooks change?
A: The future of North Korean textbooks may change gradually, influenced by external factors and the
regime's stability, but significant changes are likely to be met with resistance.

Q: What teaching methodologies are commonly used in North Korean
education?
A: Common teaching methodologies in North Korean education include memorization, repetition, and
group activities focused on ideological themes.



Q: What subjects are emphasized in North Korean textbooks?
A: Subjects emphasized in North Korean textbooks include mathematics, science, history, language and
literature, and political education, all with a strong ideological focus.

Q: How do North Korean textbooks influence the youth of the country?
A: North Korean textbooks influence the youth by shaping their worldview, instilling loyalty to the
regime, and reinforcing nationalist sentiments, which impacts their future roles in society.
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  north korean textbooks: Nothing to Envy Barbara Demick, 2009-12-29 An eye-opening
account of life inside North Korea—a closed world of increasing global importance—hailed as a “tour
de force of meticulous reporting” (The New York Review of Books), with a new afterword that
revisits these stories—and North Korea more broadly—in 2022, in the wake of the pandemic
NATIONAL BOOK AWARD FINALIST • NATIONAL BOOK CRITICS CIRCLE AWARD FINALIST In
this landmark addition to the literature of totalitarianism, award-winning journalist Barbara Demick
follows the lives of six North Korean citizens over fifteen years—a chaotic period that saw the death
of Kim Il-sung, the rise to power of his son Kim Jong-il (the father of Kim Jong-un), and a devastating
famine that killed one-fifth of the population. Demick brings to life what it means to be living under
the most repressive regime today—an Orwellian world that is by choice not connected to the
Internet, where displays of affection are punished, informants are rewarded, and an offhand remark
can send a person to the gulag for life. She takes us deep inside the country, beyond the reach of
government censors, and through meticulous and sensitive reporting we see her subjects fall in love,
raise families, nurture ambitions, and struggle for survival. One by one, we witness their profound,
life-altering disillusionment with the government and their realization that, rather than providing
them with lives of abundance, their country has betrayed them. Praise for Nothing to Envy
“Provocative . . . offers extensive evidence of the author’s deep knowledge of this country while
keeping its sights firmly on individual stories and human details.”—The New York Times “Deeply
moving . . . The personal stories are related with novelistic detail.”—The Wall Street Journal “A tour
de force of meticulous reporting.”—The New York Review of Books “Excellent . . . humanizes a
downtrodden, long-suffering people whose individual lives, hopes and dreams are so little known
abroad.”—San Francisco Chronicle “The narrow boundaries of our knowledge have expanded
radically with the publication of Nothing to Envy. . . . Elegantly structured and written, [it] is a
groundbreaking work of literary nonfiction.”—John Delury, Slate “At times a page-turner, at others
an intimate study in totalitarian psychology.”—The Philadelphia Inquirer
  north korean textbooks: The Politics of Korean Language Textbooks in the Two Koreas Dong
Bae Lee, 2023-12-01 This book investigates the politics embedded in the Korean-language textbooks
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utilised between 1895 and 2019, within the context of one Korea (pre-colonial and colonial eras), the
divided Koreas, and an ethnic Korean group residing in Japan (Chongryon). By analysing the
inclusions and omissions from Korean-language the author successfully highlights the impact of
Korean politics, making clear how rulers have attempted to control their citizens and legitimize their
rule by using primary school Korean-language textbooks as a medium for political education and
inculcation. It succinctly displays how different visions of ‘ideal citizenship’ have been presented in
Korea and traces the resulting shift in views towards neighbouring nations as a result, identifying
how different rival countries were demonized at different times. This chapter also shows some
consistent omissions, such as the lower classes and marginalized individuals within their respective
nations. Presenting recommendations for potential improvements of the content of future textbooks
this study will be of interest to students of Asian Studies, Post-colonial Studies, Critical Curriculum
Studies, Critical Discourse Studies, and Korean Studies.
  north korean textbooks: The Real North Korea Andrei Lankov, 2013-04-10 Andrei Lankov has
gone where few outsiders have ever been. A native of the former Soviet Union, he lived as an
exchange student in North Korea in the 1980s. He has studied it for his entire career, using his
fluency in Korean and personal contacts to build a rich, nuanced understanding. In The Real North
Korea, Lankov substitutes cold, clear analysis for the overheated rhetoric surrounding this opaque
police state. After providing an accessible history of the nation, he turns his focus to what North
Korea is, what its leadership thinks, and how its people cope with living in such an oppressive and
poor place. He argues that North Korea is not irrational, and nothing shows this better than its
continuing survival against all odds. A living political fossil, it clings to existence in the face of
limited resources and a zombie economy, manipulating great powers despite its weakness. Its
leaders are not ideological zealots or madmen, but perhaps the best practitioners of Machiavellian
politics that can be found in the modern world. Even though they preside over a failed state, they
have successfully used diplomacy-including nuclear threats-to extract support from other nations.
But while the people in charge have been ruthless and successful in holding on to power, Lankov
goes on to argue that this cannot continue forever, since the old system is slowly falling apart. In the
long run, with or without reform, the regime is unsustainable. Lankov contends that reforms, if
attempted, will trigger a dramatic implosion of the regime. They will not prolong its existence. Based
on vast expertise, this book reveals how average North Koreans live, how their leaders rule, and how
both survive.
  north korean textbooks: What Shall We Tell the Children? Stuart J. Foster, Keith A.
Crawford, 2006-04-01 The pages of this book illustrate that as instruments of socialization and sites
of ideological discourse textbooks are powerful artefacts in introducing young people to a specific
historical, cultural and socioeconomic order. Crucially, exploring the social construction of school
textbooks and the messages they impart provides an important context from within which to
critically investigate the dynamics underlying the cultural politics of education and the social
movements that form it and which are formed by it. The school curriculum is essentially the
knowledge system of a society incorporating its values and its dominant ideology. The curriculum is
not “our knowledge” born of a broad hegemonic consensus, rather it is a battleground in which
cultural authority and the right to define what is labelled legitimate knowledge is fought over. As
each chapter in this book illustrates curriculum as theory and practice has never been, and can
never be, divorced from the ethical, economic, political, and cultural conflicts of society which
impact so deeply upon it. We cannot escape the clear implication that questions about what
knowledge is of most worth and about how it should be organized and taught are problematic,
contentious and very serious.
  north korean textbooks: History Textbooks and the Wars in Asia Gi-Wook Shin, Daniel C.
Sneider, 2011-02-08 Over the past fifteen years Northeast Asia has witnessed growing intraregional
exchanges and interactions, especially in the realms of culture and economy. Still, the region cannot
escape from the burden of history. This book examines the formation of historical memory in four
Northeast Asian societies (China, Japan, South Korea, and Taiwan) and the United States focusing



on the period from the beginning of the Sino-Japanese war in 1931 until the formal conclusion of the
Pacific War with the San Francisco Peace Treaty of 1951. The contributors analyse the recent efforts
of Korean, Japanese, and Chinese scholars to write a ‘common history’ of Northeast Asia and
question the underlying motivations for their efforts and subsequent achievements. In doing so, they
contend that the greatest obstacle to reconciliation in Northeast Asia lies in the existence of divided,
and often conflicting, historical memories. The book argues that a more fruitful approach lies in
understanding how historical memory has evolved in each country and been incorporated into
respective master narratives. Through uncovering the existence of different master narratives, it is
hoped, citizens will develop a more self-critical, self-reflective approach to their own history and that
such an introspective effort has the potential to lay the foundation for greater self- and mutual
understanding and eventual historical reconciliation in the region. This book will be essential
reading for students and scholars of Asian history, Asian education and international relations in
East Asia.
  north korean textbooks: Historical Development of English Learning Motivation Research
Tae-Young Kim, 2021-09-07 This book clarifies the fundamental difference between North
America-based instrumental motivation and Korea (and East Asia)-specific competitive motivation by
which the EFL learners’ excessive competition to be admitted to famous universities and to be hired
at a large-scale conglomerate is the main source of L2 motivation. It enables readers to understand
that EFL-learning motivation reflects unique sociohistorical contexts grounded in a specific region or
country. This book in turn necessitates the need to develop EFL motivation theory and research
tradition which are firmly based on East Asian values and culture. ​
  north korean textbooks: Korea Naval War College (U.S.). Asia-Pacific Studies Group.
Asia-Pacific Forum, 2006 This book is a collection of 16 essays by international authors who
participated in an academic conference on Korea sponsored by the U.S. Naval War College. Papers
were originally presented at the Naval War College's Asia-Pacific Forum, the annual conference of
the college's Asia-Pacific Studies Group, held in Newport, R.I., on 26-27 August 2004.
  north korean textbooks: Asia's Orthographic Dilemma William C. Hannas, 1997-06-01 With
the advent of computers and the rise of East Asian economies, the complicated character-based
writing systems of East Asia have reached a stage of crisis that may be described as truly millennial
in scope and implications. In what is perhaps the most wide-ranging critique of the sinographic
script ever written, William C. Hannas assesses the usefulness of Chinese character-based writing in
East Asia today.
  north korean textbooks: Social Education in Asia David L. Grossman, Joe Tin-Yau Lo,
2007-10-01 This book aims to fill this gap in the scholarship on social education by drawing on the
research findings and/or experiences from scholars in eight East and Southeast Asian societies. In
this regard the editors of this book hope that it will be a significant addition to the literature, and
will shed light on how the social education curricula are constructed and implemented across these
societies in response to both internal and external forces. At the same time this book is not a
comprehensive survey of social education in the region. Rather it is a selective set of case studies
examining contested and compelling issues in the debates about social education in eight diverse
societies in East and Southeast Asia. The book will be intellectually stimulating and inspiring, not
only to the social educators and comparativists who can see more about social science education
from non-western perspectives, but also to curriculum developers, policy makers, social educators
and front-line teachers who can enrich their professional experiences through learning from other
countries/regions.
  north korean textbooks: Multicultural Education in South Korea Mi Ok Kang, 2014-11-13
This book examines the political, ideological, and socio-cultural politics underlying the 2009 National
Multicultural Curriculum Reform and recent multicultural education policies in South Korea. Unlike
the conservative groups in Western countries who argue that supporting cultural diversity and the
cultural rights of minority groups balkanizes ethnic differences and divides the community, the New
Rights and the conservative groups in South Korea have been very supportive of multicultural



discourses and practices and have created many multicultural policy agendas geared toward
ushering in what have they called the multicultural era. Through the Critical Discourse Analysis
(CDA) of government multicultural policy documents, a range of media sources, the 2009 national
curriculum reform policy documents, and the 200 Korean language arts textbooks from 23 textbook
publishers, Multicultural Education in South Korea: Language, ideology, and culture in Korean
language arts education examines how the conservative Korean government’s interpretation and
practices of multiculturalism have been infiltrated and challenged by progressive and migrant-led
agents/agencies. The analysis of academic, official, and popular discourses on migrant Others is
focused on, but not limited to: The multicultural era and struggles for hegemonic power; Politics of
multicultural knowledge control in education and society; Formation of discourses on multicultural
society and multicultural education; Examining the national curriculum: The politics of representing
migrant Others; and The hidden curriculum of multicultural education: Limitations and possibilities.
The author’s insightful discussion on the politics of knowledge, education, and teaching in
multicultural societies will prove particularly useful to policy makers, think-tank officials, and
academic scholars in education.
  north korean textbooks: Struggles over Difference Yoshiko Nozaki, Roger Openshaw, Allan
Luke, 2012-02-01 Winner of the 2006 AERA Division B Outstanding Book Award Struggles over
Difference addresses education, schools, textbooks, and pedagogies in various countries of the
Asia-Pacific, offering critical curriculum studies and policy analyses of national and regional
educational systems. These systems face challenges linked to new economic formations, cultural
globalization, and emergent regional and international geopolitical instabilities and conflicts.
Contributors offer insights on how official knowledge, text, discourse, and discipline should be
shaped; who should shape it; through which institutional agencies it should be administered; and
social and cultural practices through which this should occur. The book disrupts popular myths
about education in this part of the world, including base suppositions about the other: that Asian
pedagogy is exclusively rote learning, that educational systems and governments here are faced with
classical developing country issues, and that institutional and state formation in the region can be
assessed on a North/West or left/right continuum. The essays not only map and reframe issues of
difference for those who work in education in the Asia-Pacific, but also illuminate critical issues of
curriculum and policy for teachers, students, teacher educators, and researchers worldwide.
  north korean textbooks: De-Bordering Korea Valérie Gelézeau, Koen De Ceuster, Alain
Delissen, 2013-05-02 As tensions remain on the Korean peninsula, this book looks back on the
decade of improved inter-Korean relations and engagement between 1998 and 2008, now known as
the ‘Sunshine Policy’ era. Moving beyond traditional economic and political perspectives, it explores
how this decade of intensified cooperation both affected and reshaped existing physical, social and
mental boundaries between the two Koreas, and how this ‘de-bordering’ and ‘re-bordering’ has
changed the respective attitudes towards the other. Based around three key themes, ‘Space’,
‘People’, and ‘Representations’, this book looks at the tangible and intangible areas of contact
created by North-South engagement during the years of the Sunshine Policy. ‘Space’ focuses on the
border regions and discusses how the border reflects the dynamics of multiple types of exchanges
and connections between the two Koreas, as well as the new territorial structures these have
created. ‘People’ addresses issues in human interactions and social organizations, looking at North
Korean defectors in the South, shifting patterns of North-South competition in the ‘Korean’ diaspora
of post-Soviet Central Asia, and the actual and physical presence of the Other in various social
settings. Finally, ‘Representations’ analyses the image of the other Korea as it is produced,
circulated, altered/falsified and received (or not) on either side of the Korean border. The
contributors to this volume draw on a broad spectrum of disciplines ranging from geography,
anthropology and archaeology, to media studies, history and sociology, in order to show how the
division between North and South Korea functions as an essential matrix for geographical, social
and psychological structures on both sides of the border. As such, this book will appeal to students
and scholars from numerous fields of study, including Korean studies, Korean culture and society,



and international relations more broadly.
  north korean textbooks: Victimhood Nationalism Jie-Hyun Lim, 2025-04-01 Nationalism
today depends on the perception of victimhood. The historical memory of past suffering endows
nationalist movements with political legitimacy and a sense of moral superiority. Koreans recall
Japanese colonial atrocities, while Japan commemorates the atomic bombings of Hiroshima and
Nagasaki. Israel sanctifies the Holocaust and Poland trumpets the Nazi and Soviet occupations.
Even Germany and Russia, perpetrators of historical crimes, today cast themselves as victims by
pointing to national suffering. In this theoretically sophisticated and empirically rich book, Jie-Hyun
Lim offers a new way to understand nationalism and its political instrumentalization of suffering,
developing the concept of “victimhood nationalism” and exploring it in a range of global settings. He
examines relations among Poland, Germany, Israel, Korea, and Japan, focusing on how memories of
colonialism, the Holocaust, and Stalinist terror have converged and intertwined in transnational
spaces. With an emphasis on memory formation, Lim scrutinizes how perpetrators in Germany and
Japan transformed themselves into victims, as well as how nationalists in Poland, Korea, and Israel
portray themselves as hereditary victims in order to rebut external criticism. He considers the
construction of nations as victims and perpetrators, tracing the interaction of history and memory.
Ultimately, the book contends, challenging victimhood nationalism is necessary to overcome the
endless competition over national suffering and instead promote reconciliation, mutual
understanding, and transnational solidarity.
  north korean textbooks: Japan and Asia’s Contested Order Yul Sohn, T. J. Pempel,
2018-08-20 This book brings together up-to-date research from prominent international scholars in a
collaborative exploration of the Japan’s efforts to shape Asia’s rapidly shifting regional order. Pulled
between an increasingly inward-looking America whose security support remains critical and a
rising and more militarily assertive China with whom Japan retains deep economic interdependence,
Japanese leaders are consistently maneuvering to ensure the country’s regional interests. Nuclear
and missile threats from North Korea and historically problematic relations with South Korea further
complicate Japanese endeavors. So too do the shifting winds of Japanese domestic politics,
economics and identity. The authors weave these complex threads together to offer a nuanced
portrait of both Japan and the region. Scholars, observers of politics, and policymakers will find this
a timely and useful collection.
  north korean textbooks: The Construction of Korean Culture in Korean Language Textbooks
Dong Bae Lee, 2020-11-24 The book examines the themes of cultural values, collective identity,
political ideologies, and Korean cultural traditions throughout Korean language textbooks from the
last 120 years. Through this analysis, the author explores the colonial, neo-colonial, and postcolonial
contexts that have influenced South Korea. This work demonstrates the significant impact of
textbooks and how political leaders make use of school curricula to legitimate their regimes.
  north korean textbooks: Asian Comparative Constitutional Law, Volume 1 Ngoc Son Bui, Mara
Malagodi, 2023-05-18 This is the first in a 4-volume set that provides the definitive account of the
major issues of comparative constitutional law in 19 Asian jurisdictions. Volume 1 explores the
process and contents in the making of a new constitution. The book provides answers to questions
on the causes, processes, substance and implantation involved in making new constitutions such as;
- What are the political, social, and economic factors that drive the constitution-making? - How are
constitutions made, and who makes them? - What are the substantive contents of
constitution-making? - What kinds of legislation are enacted to implement constitutions? - How do
courts enforce constitutions? The book considers the impact of decolonisation, globalisation and
social-political dynamics which have led to the enactment of numerous independent constitutions in
Asia including Vietnam (2013), Nepal (2015) and Thailand (2017). The jurisdictions covered include:
Bangladesh, Cambodia, China, Hong Kong, India, Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia, Mongolia, Myanmar,
Nepal, North Korea, the Philippines, Singapore, South Korea, Sri Lanka, Taiwan, Thailand, and
Vietnam. An essential reference for those interested in Asian constitutional law.
  north korean textbooks: What makes KOREA insult JAPAN 呉善花, 2018-09-18 本書は呉善花による「反日韓



国論」の集大成にしてベストセラー『侮日論』（文春新書）を英訳し、電子書籍化したものです。 Through this book, you will get to know true
historical and social reasons why Koreans have continued to resent and insult Japanese people. The
author of this book will share with you her inexcusable experiences with the Korean authorities who
took away her human rights, certainly knowing that she was born as a Korean but is now a
naturalized Japanese citizen. Though it is not wildly known that the relationship between Japan and
Korea is not as good as you might think, it is hard to believe that reasons for some offensive actions
taken by Koreans against Japanese people, which this book discusses, will definitely shed light on
what truly was happening during the past decades. The annexation of Korea and the WWII might be
the reasons behind these offensive actions against Japanese people. However, most of Japanese
people simply can’t accept these behaviors. In fact, Korean people should realize that during the
1900’s, Japan helped Korea economically and socially, and improved Korea’s social and physical
infrastructure that laid the foundation for Korea to become a modernized and industrialized society.
Japan also has been fulfilling Korea’s requests, such as paying compensatory money for “so-called
comfort women.” However, it seems that such compensation was not enough to Korean people, who
kept asking for more. We cannot deny the fact that Korea has been taking an advantage of the
comfort woman issue and the kind-hearted attitude of the Japanese people. As a result, Korean
people keep on looking down Japanese people and spreading Korean people’s hate toward Japanese
people through Korea’s education system. So, let’s take a look at what the author says about the real
situation between Japan and Korea nowadays. 【PHP研究所】
  north korean textbooks: Teaching the Violent Past Elizabeth A. Cole, 2007-10-04 During an
armed conflict or period of gross human rights violations, the first priority is a cessation of violence.
For the cease-fire to be more than a lull in hostilities and atrocities, however, it must be
accompanied by a plan for political transition and social reconstruction. Essential to this long-term
reconciliation process is education reform that teaches future generations information repressed
under dictatorial regimes and offers new representations of former enemies. In Teaching the Violent
Past, Cole has gathered nine case studies exploring the use of history education to promote
tolerance, inclusiveness, and critical thinking in nations around the world. Online Book Companion
is available at:
http://www.cceia.org/resources/for_educators_and_students/teaching_the_violent_past/index.html
  north korean textbooks: Modern Education, Textbooks, and the Image of the Nation Yoonmi
Lee, 2012-08-21 By reinterpreting the way that Korean reformers confronted the process of
modernization/Westernization between 1880 and 1910, this study challenges the failure thesis which
maintains that subsequent Japanese colonization is an indication that the early modernization
process in Korea was unsuccessful.
  north korean textbooks: The Journal of Korean Studies, Volume 19, Number 1 (Spring
2014) Clark W. Sorensen, Donald Baker, 2014-06-27 The University of Washington-Korea Studies
Program, in collaboration with Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, is proud to publish the Journal of
Korean Studies. In 1979 Dr. James Palais (PhD Harvard 1968), former UW professor of Korean
History edited and published the first volume of the Journal of Korean Studies. For thirteen years it
was a leading academic forum for innovative, in-depth research on Korea. In 2004 former editors
Gi-Wook Shin and John Duncan revived this outstanding publication at Stanford University. In
August 2008 editorial responsibility transferred back to the University of Washington. With the
editorial guidance of Clark Sorensen and Donald Baker, the Journal of Korean Studies (JKS)
continues to be dedicated to publishing outstanding articles, from all disciplines, on a broad range of
historical and contemporary topics concerning Korea. In addition the JKS publishes reviews of the
latest Korea-related books. To subscribe to the Journal of Korean Studies or order print back issues,
please click here.
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