
how to sell used college textbooks on amazon
how to sell used college textbooks on amazon is an essential guide for students looking to turn
their old textbooks into cash. Selling used college textbooks on Amazon can be a profitable venture if
approached correctly. This article will delve into the entire process, from preparing your textbooks
for sale to understanding Amazon's selling platform, pricing strategies, and shipping logistics.
Whether you're looking to declutter your bookshelf or make some extra money, this comprehensive
guide will provide you with all the necessary information to succeed in selling your used college
textbooks on Amazon.
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Preparing Your Textbooks for Sale

Setting Up an Amazon Seller Account

Pricing Your Textbooks Competitively

Listing Your Textbooks on Amazon

Shipping Your Textbooks

Managing Your Sales and Customer Service

Tips for Maximizing Your Profits

Understanding the Amazon Marketplace

The Amazon marketplace is one of the largest online platforms for buying and selling products,
including used college textbooks. It offers a wide reach, allowing sellers to connect with millions of
potential buyers. Understanding how this marketplace operates is crucial for anyone looking to sell
their textbooks effectively.

Benefits of Selling on Amazon

There are several advantages to selling used college textbooks on Amazon:

Large Audience: Amazon is a household name, attracting millions of shoppers every day.

User-Friendly Interface: The platform is designed to be easy to navigate for both sellers and
buyers.



Trust and Credibility: Many consumers prefer shopping on Amazon due to its reputation and
customer service policies.

Various Selling Options: Sellers can choose between individual sales, fulfillment by Amazon,
or setting up a storefront.

Types of Textbooks You Can Sell

Almost any college textbook can be sold on Amazon, but some categories tend to perform better than
others. Popular subjects include:

Business and Economics

Science and Engineering

Health and Medicine

Social Sciences

Language and Literature

Preparing Your Textbooks for Sale

Before listing your textbooks on Amazon, it is essential to prepare them adequately. This involves
assessing their condition, cleaning them, and ensuring that all necessary materials are included.

Assessing the Condition of Your Textbooks

Buyers on Amazon expect a clear description of the condition of the textbooks they are purchasing.
The conditions typically fall into the following categories:

Like New: The book is in excellent condition, showing no signs of wear.

Very Good: Minor signs of wear, but no writing or highlighting.

Good: Noticeable wear, but still functional.

Acceptable: Heavy wear, but all pages are intact and readable.



Cleaning and Organizing Your Textbooks

Take the time to clean your textbooks. Remove any stickers, dust, or dirt. Ensure that any additional
materials, such as CDs or access codes, are included in the sale. A well-presented book is more likely
to attract buyers.

Setting Up an Amazon Seller Account

To sell textbooks on Amazon, you must create a seller account. This process is straightforward and
can be done in a few steps.

Choosing the Right Seller Plan

Amazon offers two types of seller plans:

Individual Plan: Best for those who sell fewer than 40 items per month. No monthly fee, but
a per-item fee applies.

Professional Plan: Suitable for higher-volume sellers, costing a monthly fee but offering
lower per-item fees.

Creating Your Seller Account

To create your seller account, visit the Amazon Seller Central website and provide the necessary
information, including your name, email address, and bank account details for payments. Verify your
identity as required.

Pricing Your Textbooks Competitively

Setting the right price for your textbooks is crucial for attracting buyers. Research similar listings to
determine a competitive price point.



Researching Competitive Prices

Look at the prices of similar textbooks on Amazon. Factors to consider include:

Condition of the book

Edition and publication year

Demand for the textbook

Setting Your Price

When determining your price, consider the following strategies:

Undercutting Competitors: Price slightly lower than similar listings to attract buyers.

Bundling: Offer multiple related books at a discounted rate.

Seasonal Pricing: Adjust prices based on the academic calendar and demand.

Listing Your Textbooks on Amazon

Once your account is set up and your pricing strategy is in place, it’s time to list your textbooks on
Amazon.

Creating an Effective Listing

Your listing should include detailed information to attract potential buyers. Essential elements
include:

Title: Include the book title, author, edition, and ISBN.

Description: Provide an honest and thorough description of the book’s condition and
contents.

Images: Upload clear, high-quality images of the actual book.



Choosing the Right Category

Ensure your textbook is listed in the correct category to increase visibility. Amazon's search
algorithm favors accurately categorized products.

Shipping Your Textbooks

Shipping is a vital part of the selling process. You must decide whether to handle shipping yourself
or use Amazon’s fulfillment services.

Fulfillment by Amazon (FBA)

Using FBA allows Amazon to handle storage, packaging, and shipping. This option can simplify the
selling process but comes with additional fees.

Shipping Yourself

If you choose to ship the textbooks yourself, make sure to:

Package the books securely to prevent damage.

Use a reliable shipping method.

Provide tracking information to buyers.

Managing Your Sales and Customer Service

Once your textbooks are listed and sold, managing your sales and providing excellent customer
service is crucial for maintaining a good seller rating.

Handling Orders

Monitor your sales closely. Respond to any buyer inquiries promptly and provide any requested



information to ensure a smooth transaction.

Customer Service Best Practices

Great customer service can lead to positive reviews, which are essential for your reputation as a
seller. Consider the following:

Be polite and professional in all communications.

Address any issues or complaints quickly.

Encourage buyers to leave feedback after their purchase.

Tips for Maximizing Your Profits

To make the most out of selling used college textbooks on Amazon, consider implementing various
strategies to enhance your profitability.

Utilizing Promotions and Discounts

Offering promotions or discounts can attract more buyers. Consider running a sale during peak
textbook-buying seasons, such as the start of a new semester.

Monitoring Your Inventory

Keep track of your inventory levels and adjust your listings accordingly. If certain textbooks are not
selling, consider lowering the price or revising your listing for better visibility.

Expanding Your Offerings

Consider broadening the range of textbooks you sell. The more variety you offer, the greater your
chances of making sales.



Keeping Up with Market Trends

Stay informed about trends in textbook sales and the academic market. Understanding what
subjects are in demand can help you source textbooks that will sell quickly.

Building a Brand

As you gain experience, consider building a brand around your textbook-selling business. Creating a
consistent seller profile and offering great service can encourage repeat buyers.

Leveraging Social Media

Utilize social media platforms to promote your listings. Engaging with potential buyers on platforms
where students congregate can enhance your sales opportunities.

Participating in Amazon Programs

Look into Amazon programs that can help you reach more customers, such as Amazon Prime or
promotional tools that can boost your visibility.

Understanding Sales Tax Implications

Be aware of sales tax implications when selling on Amazon. Depending on your location, you may be
required to collect sales tax from buyers.

Reviewing Performance Metrics

Regularly check your seller metrics to identify areas for improvement. Monitor your sales reports,
customer feedback, and return rates to optimize your selling strategy.

Networking with Other Sellers

Engage with other sellers to exchange tips and strategies. Online forums and local groups can
provide valuable insights and support.



FAQ

Q: What condition should my used textbooks be in to sell on
Amazon?
A: Textbooks should be assessed based on their physical condition, which can range from "Like New"
to "Acceptable." It's crucial to describe the condition accurately in your listing to avoid customer
dissatisfaction.

Q: How do I price my used college textbooks competitively on
Amazon?
A: Research similar listings for your textbooks to determine a competitive price. Consider factors
like condition, edition, and demand. You may choose to undercut competitors slightly to attract
buyers.

Q: Can I sell any textbook on Amazon?
A: Yes, you can sell most college textbooks on Amazon, but try to focus on popular subjects and
editions that are in demand to maximize your sales potential.

Q: What shipping options do I have when selling textbooks on
Amazon?
A: You can ship textbooks yourself or use Amazon's Fulfillment by Amazon (FBA) service. FBA
handles storage, packaging, and shipping, while self-shipping requires you to manage these aspects.

Q: How do I handle customer service when selling on Amazon?
A: Provide prompt and professional responses to any customer inquiries. Address issues quickly and
encourage customers to leave feedback after their purchase to build your reputation.

Q: Are there any fees associated with selling on Amazon?
A: Yes, Amazon charges fees depending on your seller plan (Individual or Professional), as well as
referral fees based on the category of the items sold. Be sure to factor these into your pricing.

Q: How can I promote my used textbooks on Amazon?
A: Use promotions, discounts, and seasonal sales to attract buyers. Engaging with potential
customers on social media can also increase visibility for your listings.



Q: Do I need to collect sales tax when selling on Amazon?
A: Depending on your location, you may be required to collect sales tax from buyers. Familiarize
yourself with local laws and Amazon’s policies regarding sales tax compliance.

Q: How can I keep track of my textbook inventory on Amazon?
A: You can monitor your inventory through Amazon Seller Central, where you can update listings,
check sales metrics, and adjust stock levels based on sales performance.

Q: What should I do if my textbook doesn’t sell?
A: If your textbook is not selling, consider lowering the price, revising your listing description, or
improving your product images to make it more appealing to buyers.
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  how to sell used college textbooks on amazon: How to Sell Used Books on Amazon
Bolakale Aremu, 2023-12-23 In this edition, you will learn more ways to sell your used books on
Amazon for huge profits without even seeing or touching a single book. The market can never be
saturated. It's something brand new and is making a lot of people over $10k per month, including
absolute beginners, because it really doesn't have to do with having technical or previous
knowledge. As long as you have internet and a computer, you can do this alone or even outsource it
as explained in this guide. You can also do it inside our community. So wherever you are in the
world, I just want to let you know you can do this strategy. So if you close off all distractions, pay
close attention and read this book to the end, you'll give yourself a chance to learn this simple stuff.
Finally if you take action (work for 1 to 2 hours daily), I promise you will make at least $10k per
month like most of our new members. What I'm going to talk about is how absolute beginners are
having success with one or more of our methods. These methods do not even require marketing,
which is really weird for an internet community that's full of marketing. You actually don't need
marketing. Never! You don't need anything like SEO, Facebook ads, Google ads, blogging, or content
marketing. It's not affiliate marketing or multilevel marketing. You don't need to know programming
or even email marketing. You don't need your own website. I think you get the picture that this is
very different, right? There were so many success stories with our strategy. I've never seen so many
success stories like ours. This is a really unique strategy that is taught only in our own community,
and our students are having so much success with it. So if you're super busy in life, and you find
marketing stuff just too much for you, then know that ours is actually just a strategy that need no
marketing to work, so you can make a residual income online. You can even build this out into a
business, although it's really just a strategy and methods that work. Briefly this is a strategy that is
really eye opening. It's the stuff you can do by finding a little need in the Amazon marketplace and
then finding a really simple way to fulfill that need at awesome profits. I've been doing online
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businesses for almost 20 years and I've never seen anything as good as this. So I'm really excited to
show you this. In fact, this is going to be the second time we are publicly showing this method. So
I'm again really excited about it. Order and read my book right now. You'll see how much money you
can potentially make with this!
  how to sell used college textbooks on amazon: Amazon Income Sharon Cohen, 2010 The
Internet affiliate program industry is one of the largest and fastest growing digital revenue
generators in the world, with more than $65 billion in total income brought in during the 2006 fiscal
year. It is because of programs like Amazon s Associate program, which has been around for more
than a decade, and allows casual, every day users of the Internet to install widgets and links on their
Web sites that link back to Amazon products. Users like you can earn commissions of up to 15% on
products that your Web site visitors purchase when they visit Amazon. With the world s largest
online retailer as a potential source of income, you can make generate endless streams of income as
a result. No matter where you are from, how old you are, and what your background is, you can
build and run a highly profitable business with Amazon. This comprehensive book is written to show
you exactly how to do so. You will learn every detail necessary to complete the transformation from
casual Internet user to Amazon guru in just a matter of weeks, making unfathomable amounts of
money by selling Amazon products, your own products, starting a store, promoting outside projects,
and making referrals. In this book, you will learn how the Amazon business model works and how
much money they will pay you in multiple different ways. You will learn how to build a traffic
funnelling Web site with dozens of free tools such as blogs, podcasts, videos, and social networks
that will allow you to increase the number of visitors you can send to Amazon in no time for minimal
investment. You will learn how to take advantage of the Amazon Kindle program and its
revolutionary take on digital distribution of books and newspapers. You will learn what you can do to
start your own store in the Amazon Marketplace, selling products at set prices to anyone in the
world in much the same way you could on eBay with substantially more freedom. Learn how to
publish your own books on Amazon with little to no investment and use the features Amazon
provides, such as Search Inside and digital distribution to reach more people faster than you could
anywhere else. In addition, learn how you can take advantage of multimedia services on Amazon
such as Advantage that allow you to publish your own music, videos, and professional titles around
the globe. Learn how to use Amazon Connect effectively to promote your products and reach
potential customers and how Amazon provides dozens of additional methods by which you can
advertise your products without outside investments. You will learn how to choose a niche to market
towards and what you need to create in your Web site to make your visitors more willing to click
your links and purchase the products you are promoting or selling on Amazon. Hours of extensive
research and interviews with the top Amazon associates and independent authors have given us
countless pieces of advice that will ensure your marketing and promotion methods allow you to
generate traffic, promote products, and convert sales at a rate that will help you build a successful
business in no time. If you have been looking for the resource that will undoubtedly help you break
free of the shackles of your job and start working from home, this guide is that resource and Amazon
is your ideal income source.
  how to sell used college textbooks on amazon: The College Textbook Publishing
Industry in the U.S. 2000-2022 Albert N. Greco, 2023-05-17 This book explores the college
textbook publishing industry, from its inception in medieval universities, through the late 20th
century, to the present day which has led to an existential crisis for some publishers. The various
sections in this book offers a comprehensive analysis of the substantive developments, problems,
and concerns about a myriad of major issues that confronted the higher education textbook sector
after 2000. Chapters incorporate highly reliable textbook statistical sources as well as a review of
some marketing theories utilized by these publishers (e.g., understanding the threat of substitute
products; the sale of used and rental texts; the sale of new digital textbooks).
  how to sell used college textbooks on amazon: Affordability of College Textbooks:
Textbook Prices Have Risen Significantly in the Last Four Years, but Some Strategies May



Help to Control These Costs for Students ,
  how to sell used college textbooks on amazon: Affiliate Millions Anthony Borelli, Greg
Holden, 2007-07-09 Affiliate Millions For more than a decade, the Internet has allowed people to
make substantial amounts of money on both a full-time and part-time basis. Today, with even more
online opportunities available than ever before, you can achieve a level of financial success that most
people only dream about-and in Affiliate Millions, author Anthony Borelli will show you how. With
the help of coauthor Greg Holden, Borelli will show you how to make thousands, and eventually tens
of thousands, of dollars each month through the process of paid search marketing and affiliate
advertising. Along the way, they'll also share the secrets to mastering this often-overlooked strategy
and provide you with the tools and techniques needed to maximize your potential returns. Since
making one million dollars through paid search marketing and affiliate advertising in his first full
year of operations, Anthony Borelli has never looked back. Now, he wants to help you do the same.
Filled with in-depth insights and practical advice, Affiliate Millions will introduce you to this
profitable endeavor and show you how to make it work for you.
  how to sell used college textbooks on amazon: From the Army to College Jillian Ventrone,
Paul Karczewski, 2015-09-28 Today’s soldiers are highly motivated to serve, but face numerous
challenges, especially considering the sacrifices they have made over the past decade of war. As the
service branches face budget cuts and draw downs, soldiers need to be aware of the resources and
options available to help make them more competitive for promotion or more credible for potential
civilian-sector employers. From the Army to College: Transitioning from the Service to Higher
Education fulfills this need by serving as a long-term reference manual that will support soldiers
throughout their higher education or vocational pursuits and assist with navigating the available
funding resources. Aspiring civilians looking to join the Army, soldiers already on active duty, or
those transitioning into the civilian sector will gain invaluable information to help them properly
prepare, plan, and perform the tasks necessary for a successful transition into the world of
education. If a soldier’s goal is to expand his or her credentials through education or training, this
book is the definitive field manual.
  how to sell used college textbooks on amazon: From the Air Force to College Jillian
Ventrone, Andrew Hollis, 2016-04-11 The Air Force can be the initial platform of a lifelong career
pathway for individuals interested in serving one contract or those who stay on active-duty for a full
career. The education and certification options available to airmen can enhance the career viability
of those who choose to take advantage of the benefits, but learning about and navigating the
possibilities can be difficult. From the Air Force to College: Transitioning from the Service to Higher
Education is designed to help readers navigate through this process and to assist them throughout
their Air Force journey, including individuals who are just about to join, active-duty airmen, and
those preparing to transition back into the civilian sector. This book serves as the go-to guide for
those who actively seek opportunities to further develop their education and improve their current
and future career prospects. The Air Force offers many different opportunities for
career-enhancement and self-betterment, but if an airman does not know whom to seek out for
advice, the process can get complicated. Plus, deciphering the world of higher education and
navigating the available active-duty and veterans’ benefits is challenging. Incorrect choices can
mean extended periods of time backtracking later on or running out of payment options.
  how to sell used college textbooks on amazon: Affordability of College Textbooks California.
Bureau of State Audits, 2008
  how to sell used college textbooks on amazon: From the Marine Corps to College Jillian
Ventrone, 2014-10-16 The Iraq and Afghanistan Wars have taken a harsh toll on our military’s
population. Some service members come back from combat ready for a change of pace, others get
caught up in the draw down currently occurring within the services. Many of these service members
decide to pursue higher education. Veterans’ education benefits are a source of much discussion,
but often hard to decipher. From the Marine Corps to College: Transitioning from the Service to
Higher Education aims to simplify this process. Designed to help Marines navigate the world of



higher education and their available state and federal benefits, this accessible guide will better
prepare veterans for tackling their new mission: college. From the Marine Corps to College can be
read as a book from cover-to-cover, or as a reference manual section-by-section. The easy to follow
format will assist Marines in furthering their educational goals.
  how to sell used college textbooks on amazon: From the Navy to College Jillian Ventrone,
Robert W. Blue Jr., 2015-01-22 From the Navy to College: Transitioning from the Service to Higher
Education is an education and career reference guide for Sailors looking to join the Navy, already on
active duty, or transitioning into the civilian sector. Serving as a long-term support guide for Sailors
seeking further education and training, this book will enable Sailors hoping to pursue higher
education and vocational training to navigate and understand all possible options. From getting
started to degree completion, all available funding resources to help cover costs and Navy-based
program options are detailed for the reader in order to assist throughout the course of an
individual’s chosen path. The Navy offers numerous programs for its service members while on
active duty, but very few sailors are aware of the variety of those options or how to take advantage
of them. No Navy manual exists that details these programs, outlines eligibility parameters, or
describes the admissions process. From the Navy to College aims to correct this problem by
disseminating the needed information in one easily accessible reference. Arming readers with the
tools for success, this work is a necessary resource for all Sailors and Navy counseling personnel.
  how to sell used college textbooks on amazon: Reduce Your Monthy Budget By 20%
Using Simple Budgeting Strategies ,
  how to sell used college textbooks on amazon: The Young Adult's Guide to Graduating
College Debt Free: Skills and Strategies Nicole Delorio, 2017 College can be expensive the
average graduating college senior is nearly $30,000 in debt when he or she walks off campus. There
is also more financial aid available than ever before, with more than $238 billion distributed in
2012-13. There are a lot of options out there, and if you are not sure how to find the right financial
aid for you, this book is your answer. We provide you with information on over 2,200 programs that
offer scholarships, internships, or loans to more than 1.7 million students each year. For example,
the Chick and Sophie Major Memorial Duck Calling Contest awards $2,000 to the high school senior
with the best duck call in the country. There s also the Van Valkenburg Memorial Scholarship, where
you can win $1,000 if you re a descendant by birth or legal adoption of Lambert and Annetje Van
Valkenburg. This book will also provide hundreds of innovative ways to cut college costs, including
tips on how to earn college credit on an accelerated basis, how to calculate your college budget, how
to make use of tuition prepayment plans, how to combine higher education and course-related
employment, and how to buy supplies and textbooks for cheap. If you re looking to graduate
debt-free, this book has you covered.
  how to sell used college textbooks on amazon: Balancing Life and Education While Being a
Part of a Military Family Jillian Ventrone, Paul Karczewski, Robert W. Blue Jr., 2017-02-15 Military
spouse education is an often overlooked topic. With the proliferation of service member programs
and benefits, and the spotlight on them, it is not uncommon for spouses to neglect looking into their
own educational opportunities and benefits. The hectic life of a military family also often complicates
the process of attending an institution of higher education, for spouses. There are numerous
programs and benefits that a spouse may have access to, but they are difficult to find and navigate
properly. Balancing Life and Education While Being a Part of a Military Family: A Guide to
Navigating Higher Education for the MilitarySpouse attempts to highlight these possibilities and
inform and assure this population that attaining an education is possible regardless of location or
current circumstances. Numerous programs and benefits are described, as well as the best way to
go about using them. Detailed instructions are illustrated to make the process of obtaining an
education easier and to give spouses more confidence in pursing their own education. In addition,
the specific considerations of military family life are addressed along with these instructions.
Education is really important, and a lot of times military spouses aren’t aware of the opportunities
and resources available to them to pursue it. The authors of From theNavy to College: Transitioning



from the Service to Higher Education and From the Army to College: Transitioning from the Service
to Higher Education have put together a clear guidebook will make the process easy, accessible, and
understandable. They offer clear advice and information about resources available to spouses of
service members, creating a go-to guide for pursuing higher education.
  how to sell used college textbooks on amazon: Make Your Kid A Money Genius (Even If
You're Not) Beth Kobliner, 2017-02-07 Edition statement indicates hardcover, but this item is
paperback.
  how to sell used college textbooks on amazon: Selling Beyond EBay Greg Holden, 2006
This guide provides practical tips for ambitious online sellers who are ready to expand their horizons
beyond eBay. Holden presents a general overview of the larger online auction scene and explains
how to do things like connect with collectors at specialized sites, open an online storefront, or sell
merchandise at trade shows.
  how to sell used college textbooks on amazon: Cut College Costs Now! Corey Sandler,
2006-01-13 The cost of college has skyrocketed in recent years. Even state schools are increasing
tuition at rates that rapidly outpace inflation. Drawing on insider advice from college administrators
and financial planners, Cut College Costs NOW! shows readers the best ways to manage spending,
apply for financial aid, and increase their eligibility for federal, state, and private funding. This
comprehensive guide gives advanced planning strategies for structuring finances before college
application—as well as tips on how to restructure investments once the college bills start to arrive.
Cut College Costs NOW! gives readers the real deal on how to be a savvy college consumer.
  how to sell used college textbooks on amazon: How to be Wicked Financially Savvy Jay
Herther, 2006-07-25 This short book has 100's of practical investing and money making tips.
Originally written for young women, everyone can benefit from the sound investment principles and
rules of thumb. A must read for those that want to reach their financial dreams and retire rich.
  how to sell used college textbooks on amazon: Essentials of Publishing Qualitative Research
Mitchell Allen, 2016-07-01 Getting a qualitative article or book published involves more than simply
doing the research, writing it up, and sending it off. You also need to know how to navigate the
social relations of presenting your work to the journal editor or book publisher—and how to craft
your message to them—if you want to be successful. Written by a highly-respected publisher of
qualitative research, this brief, practical resource shows you how to identify the right home for your
work. It also guides you through the publications process-- from crafting the abstract to writing,
production, and marketing--once you’ve found the best publisher. The author -demystifies what
publishers and journal editors do, how they make their decisions on qualitative articles, research
studies, and methods books;-discusses edited books, how to publish from your dissertation, and
when to consider open access and electronic publications; and-includes case studies, appendixes,
forms, and resources to help the aspiring academic.
  how to sell used college textbooks on amazon: Textbook Selection Trends Harrison
Stewart, AI, 2025-04-07 Textbook Selection Trends explores the complex world of law school
textbook adoption, a critical aspect of legal education impacting both students and faculty. The book
delves into how law professors choose course materials, the history and importance of casebooks,
and the economic factors driving textbook pricing. One key insight is the significant influence of
publisher strategies on textbook costs, often driven by market forces such as copyright law rather
than purely pedagogical considerations. Another intriguing aspect is the evolution of casebooks from
late 19th century origins to their contemporary form, shaping legal reasoning skills. This book
uniquely examines the legal textbook market, drawing on interviews, data analysis, and legal
scholarship. It investigates the criteria driving faculty textbook adoption, including case selection
and publisher influence, and scrutinizes the economics of legal textbook publishing, including
pricing strategies. Exploring topics like textbook affordability and open educational resources, the
book progresses from describing textbook selection criteria through an examination of the
publishing industry to an analysis of controversies and potential solutions.
  how to sell used college textbooks on amazon: College in a Can Sandra Choron, Harry



Choron, 2004 Features a practical collection of lists that will prepare students for college life.
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