
native american history textbooks

native american history textbooks are essential resources for understanding
the complex and rich narratives of Indigenous peoples in North America. These
textbooks offer insights into the diverse cultures, historical events, and
significant contributions of Native American communities. They serve not only
as educational tools for students but also as valuable references for
educators and researchers. This article will explore the importance of Native
American history textbooks, key themes and topics they cover, notable
publications, and how they can be effectively utilized in educational
settings. By examining these aspects, readers will gain a deeper
understanding of the necessity for accurate representation of Native American
history in educational materials.
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Importance of Native American History Textbooks

Native American history textbooks play a crucial role in rectifying
historical narratives that have often marginalized Indigenous perspectives.
Traditionally, much of American history has been taught from a Eurocentric
viewpoint, frequently overlooking the experiences and contributions of Native
Americans. These textbooks are vital for fostering a more inclusive and
accurate representation of history.

These educational resources not only highlight significant events such as
treaties, wars, and cultural exchanges but also celebrate the resilience and
adaptability of Native American communities. By incorporating Indigenous
voices and perspectives, these textbooks contribute to a more comprehensive
understanding of American history as a whole.

Furthermore, Native American history textbooks promote cultural awareness and
sensitivity among students. They encourage critical thinking about historical
narratives and help to dismantle stereotypes and misconceptions about
Indigenous peoples. In an increasingly multicultural society, such education
is essential for fostering respect and understanding among diverse
populations.

Key Themes and Topics Covered

Native American history textbooks cover a wide range of themes and topics



that are essential for a well-rounded understanding of Indigenous
experiences. These themes often include cultural practices, historical
events, and contemporary issues faced by Native American communities.

Cultural Heritage and Identity

One of the primary themes in Native American history textbooks is the
exploration of cultural heritage and identity. These texts often delve into
the rich traditions, languages, and spiritual beliefs of various tribes,
illustrating how these elements shape the identity of Native American peoples
today.

Colonization and Resistance

The impact of colonization is another critical topic covered in these
textbooks. They explore the effects of European settlement on Native American
populations, including loss of land, forced relocation, and cultural
assimilation. Additionally, textbooks often highlight the resistance efforts
of Indigenous peoples against colonization, showcasing their resilience and
determination to preserve their way of life.

Legal and Political Issues

Many textbooks address legal and political issues that have arisen throughout
history, including treaties made between Native Americans and the U.S.
government. These resources often analyze the implications of historical
agreements, the struggles for sovereignty, and the ongoing fight for
Indigenous rights. Understanding these dynamics is crucial for grasping the
contemporary context of Native American issues.

Contemporary Native American Life

In addition to historical content, many Native American history textbooks
also provide insights into contemporary life within Indigenous communities.
They discuss current challenges, such as economic development, education,
health disparities, and cultural revitalization efforts. This contemporary
perspective helps students understand the ongoing relevance of Native
American history and its impact on current events.

Notable Native American History Textbooks

Several notable textbooks have been published that are particularly effective
in conveying Native American history. These texts reflect a commitment to
accuracy, inclusivity, and education.



"A People’s History of the New World: The First American Revolution" by
Howard Zinn - This textbook offers an alternative perspective on the
history of the Americas, including significant contributions from Native
American voices.

"An Indigenous Peoples' History of the United States" by Roxanne Dunbar-
Ortiz - This work provides an in-depth analysis of U.S. history through
the lens of Indigenous peoples, highlighting their struggles and
resilience.

"Everything You Wanted to Know About Indians But Were Afraid to Ask" by
Anton Treuer - This accessible book answers common questions about
Native American identity, culture, and history, making it a valuable
resource for educators.

"We Are the Land: A History of Native California" by Damon B. Akins and
Florin Curta - This textbook focuses specifically on California's
Indigenous peoples, providing a detailed exploration of their history
and cultural heritage.

"The Heartbeat of Wounded Knee: Native America from 1890 to the Present"
by David Treuer - This book provides a narrative that connects
historical events to present-day Native American life, emphasizing
continuity and change.

Utilizing Native American History Textbooks in
Education

To maximize the effectiveness of Native American history textbooks in
educational settings, educators must approach their use with intentionality.
It is crucial to integrate these resources into broader curricula that
emphasize diverse perspectives and historical accuracy.

Teachers can implement strategies such as:

Incorporating primary source materials alongside textbooks to provide1.
students with firsthand accounts and diverse viewpoints.

Encouraging discussions and critical thinking about the themes presented2.
in the textbooks, allowing students to engage with the material
actively.

Utilizing multimedia resources, such as documentaries and interviews3.
with Indigenous peoples, to complement the content of textbooks.

Creating projects that explore local Native American history and current4.
issues facing Indigenous communities, fostering a personal connection to
the material.

By employing these strategies, educators can create a dynamic learning
environment that respects and honors Native American history and culture.



Future Directions for Native American History
Education

The future of Native American history education lies in continued advocacy
for accurate representation and inclusion of Indigenous perspectives in
curricula. As awareness of the importance of these narratives grows, the
demand for comprehensive Native American history textbooks will likely
increase.

Furthermore, collaboration between Native American communities and
educational institutions can lead to the development of new resources that
reflect current challenges and achievements. This partnership can ensure that
textbooks remain relevant and responsive to the needs of Indigenous peoples
and the broader society.

In conclusion, native american history textbooks are indispensable tools for
fostering a deeper understanding of the rich and diverse histories of
Indigenous peoples. By embracing these resources, educators can help
cultivate an informed and respectful society that acknowledges the profound
contributions of Native Americans to the fabric of American history.

Q: Why are Native American history textbooks
important?

A: Native American history textbooks are important because they provide an
accurate and inclusive representation of Indigenous peoples' histories,
cultures, and contributions, countering the traditional Eurocentric
narratives often found in standard history texts.

Q: What key themes are covered in Native American
history textbooks?

A: Key themes include cultural heritage, colonization and resistance, legal
and political issues, and contemporary Native American life, all of which
provide a comprehensive understanding of Indigenous experiences.

Q: Can you name some notable Native American history
textbooks?

A: Notable textbooks include "An Indigenous Peoples' History of the United
States" by Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz, "A People’s History of the New World" by
Howard Zinn, and "The Heartbeat of Wounded Knee" by David Treuer, among
others.

Q: How can educators effectively use Native American
history textbooks?

A: Educators can use these textbooks by integrating them into broader
curricula, incorporating primary sources, facilitating discussions, and using



multimedia resources to enhance student engagement with the material.

Q: What are some challenges in teaching Native
American history?

A: Challenges include overcoming stereotypes, addressing historical
inaccuracies, and ensuring that Indigenous voices are centered in the
curriculum, which requires ongoing effort and advocacy.

Q: How do Native American history textbooks address
contemporary issues?

A: Many textbooks discuss contemporary issues such as economic development,
health disparities, and cultural revitalization efforts, connecting
historical content to present-day challenges faced by Native American
communities.

Q: What role do Indigenous communities play in the
development of history textbooks?

A: Indigenous communities play a crucial role by collaborating with educators
and authors to ensure that the materials accurately reflect their histories,
cultures, and current realities, promoting authenticity and inclusivity.

Q: Why is it essential to teach Native American
history in schools?

A: Teaching Native American history is essential for fostering understanding,
respect, and awareness of Indigenous peoples' contributions, struggles, and
rights, which is vital in creating an inclusive society.

Q: How can Native American history textbooks help
combat stereotypes?

A: These textbooks counter stereotypes by providing factual information,
personal narratives, and a nuanced view of Indigenous cultures, helping to
educate students and promote respect for diversity.

Q: What is the significance of using primary sources
in conjunction with textbooks?

A: Using primary sources alongside textbooks enriches the learning
experience, allowing students to engage with original materials that provide
firsthand perspectives and deeper insights into historical events.
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  native american history textbooks: Native American History Judith Nies, 1996-12-03 A
NEW PERSPECTIVE ON NATIVE AMERICAN HISTORY: A CHRONOLOGICAL ACCOUNT OF ITS
PLACE ON THE WORLD STAGE. Native American History is a breakthrough reference guide, the
first book of its kind to recognize and explore the rich, unfolding experiences of the indigenous
American peoples as they evolved against a global backdrop. This fascinating historical narrative,
presented in an illuminating and thought-provoking time-line format, sheds light on such events as: *
The construction of pyramids--not only on the banks of the Nile but also on the banks of the
Mississippi * The development of agriculture in both Mesopotamia and Mexico * The European
discovery of a continent already inhabited by some 50 million people * The Native American
influence on the ideas of the European Renaissance * The unacknowledged advancements in science
and medicine created by the civilizations of the new world * Western Expansion and its impact on
Native American land and traditions * The key contributions Native Americans brought to the Allied
victory of World War II And much more! This invaluable history takes an important first step toward
a true understanding of the depth, breadth, and scope of a long-neglected aspect of our heritage.
  native american history textbooks: Native America Michael Leroy Oberg, 2017-05-30 Native
America: A History, Second Edition offers a thoroughly revised and updated narrative history of
American Indian peoples in what became the United States. The new edition includes expanded
coverage of the period since the Second World War, including an updated discussion of the Red
Power Movement, the legal status of native nations in the United States, and important
developments that have transformed Indian Country over the past 75 years. Also new to this edition
are sections focusing on the Pacific Northwest. Placing the experiences of native communities at the
heart of the text, historian Michael Leroy Oberg focuses on twelve native communities whose
histories encapsulate the principal themes and developments in Native American history and follows
them from earliest times to the present. ● A single volume text ideal for college courses presenting
the history of native peoples in the region that ultimately became the United States from ancient
America to the present ● A work that illustrates the great diversity in the historical experience of
native peoples and spotlights the importance of Native Americans in the history of North America ●
A supplementary website (MichaelLeroyOberg.com) includes resources for teachers and students,
including a resource guide, links to primary source documents, suggestions for additional readings,
test and discussion questions, and an author’s blog.
  native american history textbooks: The Mammoth Book of Native Americans Jon E.
Lewis, 2004-02-26 Native Americans make up less than one per cent of the total US population but
represent half the nation's languages and cultures. Here, in one grand sweep, is the full story of
Native American society, culture and religion. Here is everything from the land-based spirituality of
their early creation myths and the late rise of Indian Pride, to the 88 uses to which the Sioux put the
flesh and bones of the buffalo and the practice of berdache (men adopted as women). The book
offers a chronological history of America's indigenous peoples. It covers their dramatic early entry
into North America, out of the now submerged continent of Beringia, then in more recent times the
'forgotten wars' of the 16th and 17th centuries, which wiped many tribes from the face of the East
Coast, and finally describes to the last struggles of the Cheyenne and the Comanche. Celebrating
these peoples' way of life rather than focusing narrowly on the manner of their genocide, it does not
ignore uncomfortable facts of the Amerindian past - including the cannibalism believed to have been
practised by some tribes and the Native Americans' part in the decimation of North America's
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buffalo herds.
  native american history textbooks: Native Americans in History Jimmy Beason, 2022-09-06
Powerful stories of influential Native Americans—for kids ages 8 to 12 From every background and
tribal nation, native people are a vital part of history. This collection of biographies for kids explores
15 Native Americans and some of the incredible things they achieved. Kids will explore the ways
each of these people used their talents and beliefs to stand up for what's right and stay true to
themselves and their community. This book of Native American history for kids teaches them about:
Becoming a leader—Learn how Sitting Bull led with spiritual guidance and a strong will, and how
Tecumseh inspired warriors to protect their communities from white American hostility. Staying
strong—Discover athletes like Maria Tallchief, who broke barriers in ballet, and Jim Thorpe, who
showed the world that a native man could win Olympic gold. Fighting for change—Find out how Deb
Haaland and Suzan Harjo use their activism to raise awareness about Native American issues today.
Go beyond other books on American history for kids with a closer look at Native Americans who
helped change the world.
  native american history textbooks: The People Russell David Edmunds, Frederick E. Hoxie,
Neal Salisbury, 2007 This compelling narrative takes an ethnohistorical approach to American
Indian history from the arrival of humans on the continent to the present day. Balanced coverage of
the political, cultural, and social aspects of Indian history provides students with a broad
understanding of Eastern, Midwestern, and Western Indians. The authors use photographs and
Native artifcacts to examine the impact each object had on Native life while capturing the lives of
Native people through their written and spoken testimony. The People: A History of Native America
demonstrates that the active participation of American Indians in a modern, democratic society has
shaped-and will continue to shape-national life. Book jacket.
  native american history textbooks: The New York Public Library Amazing Native American
History The New York Public Library, Liz Sonneborn, 1999-09-03 Discover how a game of lacrosse
led to a victory for the Ojibwatribe against the British, find out why the Menominees are calledthe
wild rice people, and meet some of the great heroes of NativeAmerica, from Sequoyah and Sitting
Bull to Pocahontas. Enjoy theholidays, foods, dances, and stories of these diverse peoples andfind
the answers to all your questions about Native Americanhistory.... Why did the Mound Builders build
mounds? See page 14. What was the Trail of Tears? See page 59. Why didn't Montezuma attack
Cortes' men? See page 27. Who were the Navajo Code Talkers? See page 94. What was the Alcatraz
takeover? See page 107. What was the Iroquois confederacy? See page 33. Did all Inuit live in
igloos? See page 131. What were the Mayans' greatest scientific achievements? See page21.
  native american history textbooks: American History, Bundle I William D. Willis,
2017-09-07 The ultimate history Bundle for all Americans and people who take interest in American
history. From Native Americans to America today, embark on a journey that reveals the mistakes
that tore a continent apart, as well as the triumphs that rebuilt it.
=============================================================
== American History: US History: An Overview of the Most Important People & Events. The History
of United States: From Indians, to Contemporary History ... Native Americans, Indians, New York
Book 1) Final edition - complete with maps, illustrations and eyewitness accounts This is the story of
how a handful of explorers and settlers grew into one of the world's greatest nations. With US
History: An Overview of the Most Important People & Events, you'll meet the leaders that founded
and shaped a great nation. But, this short introduction to American History doesn't stop at who and
when. It follows the rollercoaster of events to also show you how and why: - Columbus' discovery of
an uncharted continent led to rapid colonization by Spanish and European nations. - Fierce
competition between the Spanish, French, English, and Portuguese divided the North American
landmass into multiple territories. - A series of great leaders founded a democracy that has
withstood centuries of peace and turmoil. - War, tragedy, and famine shaped the United States into a
modern superpower. - The United States Constitution continues to guide and shape the nation today.
- The major political parties of the past shaped the modern Republican and Democratic parties.



=============================================================
== Native Americans: American History: An Overview of Native American History - Your Guide To:
Native People, Indians, & Indian History (North American ... Wars, Native American Culture Book 1)
3rd edition - complete with expanded and brand new content Discover a history you never knew! An
in-depth look at all aspects of Native American social and geographical history. The study of Native
American heritage is a great way to learn more about their customs and habits. More importantly, it
will show you the huge role Native Americans played in American society, history and independence.
  native american history textbooks: Native American History Hourly History, 2019-08-05
Native American HistoryUntil surprisingly recently, most history books noted that America was
discovered in 1492 by Christopher Columbus. The truth was that by the time that Columbus arrived
in America, people had been living there for more than 12,000 years. During this time, the
indigenous people of North America lived without contact with other continents. Different groups
developed separate and distinct ways of life, cultures, and societies but all shared one common
characteristic: they relied on the land to provide them with food, and they developed a series of
religions that, while separate, shared a respect for nature and imbued many animals and natural
features with spiritual characteristics. These beliefs, combined with the fact that most of these
societies were relatively primitive compared to those emerging in other parts of the world, meant
that the Native Americans were able to live in harmony with the natural world. These people had
sophisticated and complex belief systems, but they built no cities, no wheeled vehicles, and
developed nothing beyond the most basic written language. Although many millions of people lived
in North America, their impact on the landscape and the natural systems was minimal. Then,
abruptly, white settlers arrived, bringing with them new technologies and weapons, new religions,
and an indifference towards nature. They also brought with them diseases to which the Native
Americans had never before been exposed. Within two hundred years, the Native American
population dwindled to a fraction of what it had been; the survivors were herded onto reservations
on which they could not follow their traditional ways of life and where they were denied the most
basic human rights. Inside you will read about...✓ The Emergence of Native American Peoples and
Cultures ✓ Life before the White Men ✓ European Settlers Arrive ✓ Early Wars in America ✓
American Expansion ✓ Ghost Dancing and the Wounded Knee Massacre And much more! Only in the
twentieth century did the population of Native American people begin to recover, and only then did
the general population of America begin to regard these cultured and sophisticated people as
anything but savages. This is the story of the gradual rise, sudden destruction, and slow recovery of
the native people of North America.
  native american history textbooks: First Peoples Colin G. Calloway, 2015-09-04 First Peoples
was Bedford/St. Martin’s first “docutext” – a textbook that features groups of primary source
documents at the end of each chapter, essentially providing a reader in addition to the narrative
textbook. Expertly authored by Colin G. Calloway, First Peoples has been praised for its inclusion of
Native American sources and Calloway’s concerted effort to weave Native perspectives throughout
the narrative. First Peoples’ distinctive approach continues to make it the bestselling and most
highly acclaimed text for the American Indian history survey.
  native american history textbooks: An Indigenous Peoples' History of the United States
for Young People Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz, 2019-07-23 2020 American Indian Youth Literature
Young Adult Honor Book 2020 Notable Social Studies Trade Books for Young People,selected by
National Council for the Social Studies (NCSS) and the Children’s Book Council 2019 Best-Of Lists:
Best YA Nonfiction of 2019 (Kirkus Reviews) · Best Nonfiction of 2019 (School Library Journal) · Best
Books for Teens (New York Public Library) · Best Informational Books for Older Readers (Chicago
Public Library) Spanning more than 400 years, this classic bottom-up history examines the legacy of
Indigenous peoples’ resistance, resilience, and steadfast fight against imperialism. Going beyond the
story of America as a country “discovered” by a few brave men in the “New World,” Indigenous
human rights advocate Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz reveals the roles that settler colonialism and policies
of American Indian genocide played in forming our national identity. The original academic text is



fully adapted by renowned curriculum experts Debbie Reese and Jean Mendoza, for middle-grade
and young adult readers to include discussion topics, archival images, original maps,
recommendations for further reading, and other materials to encourage students, teachers, and
general readers to think critically about their own place in history.
  native american history textbooks: The Rediscovery of America Ned Blackhawk,
2023-04-25 A sweeping and overdue retelling of U.S. history that recognizes that Native Americans
are essential to understanding the evolution of modern America The most enduring feature of U.S.
history is the presence of Native Americans, yet most histories focus on Europeans and their
descendants. This long practice of ignoring Indigenous history is changing, however, with a new
generation of scholars insists that any full American history address the struggle, survival, and
resurgence of American Indian nations. Indigenous history is essential to understanding the
evolution of modern America. Ned Blackhawk interweaves five centuries of Native and non‑Native
histories, from Spanish colonial exploration to the rise of Native American self-determination in the
late twentieth century. In this transformative synthesis he shows that • European colonization in the
1600s was never a predetermined success; • Native nations helped shape England’s crisis of empire;
• the first shots of the American Revolution were prompted by Indian affairs in the interior; •
California Indians targeted by federally funded militias were among the first casualties of the Civil
War; • the Union victory forever recalibrated Native communities across the West; •
twentieth-century reservation activists refashioned American law and policy. Blackhawk’s retelling
of U.S. history acknowledges the enduring power, agency, and survival of Indigenous peoples,
yielding a truer account of the United States and revealing anew the varied meanings of America.
  native american history textbooks: The Native Americans David H. Thomas, Jay Miller,
Richard White, 1995 Spanning a thousand generations, from the time Ice Age man first set foot on
this continent to the present day, this book is respectful of the point of view of native Americans.
Written by well-known authorities of Native American history and culture, it is lavishly illustrated
with photos, maps, and the work of both historic and contemporary Indian artists.
  native american history textbooks: Timelines of Native American History Carl Waldman,
1994 See history unfold in this unique book. The eye-catching 20-page color fold-out depicts the
richness of Native American culture from prehistoric times to the present; it is the first illustrated
chronology on this popular subject. Includes color maps of important sites in Native American
history. A 32-page appendix, with a chronology of Native American pre-history, a biographical
dictionary, a guide to famous battles and incidents, a glossary of cultural terms, and a bibliography
complete this fact-filled reference work. Waldman and Braun have collaborated on several
award-winning reference books on Native Americans.
  native american history textbooks: A Native American Encyclopedia Barry Pritzker, 2000
Dispelling myths, answering questions, and stimulating thoughtful avenues for further inquiry, this
highly readable reference provides a wealth of specific information about all known North American
Indians. Readers will delight in the stirring narratives about everything from notable leaders and
relations with non-natives; to customs, dress, dwellings, and weapons; to government and religion.
Addressing over 200 groups of Native American groups in Canada and the United States, A Native
American Encyclopedia: History, Culture, and People is at once exhaustive yet readable, covering
myriad aspects of a people spread across ten geographical regions. Listed alphabetically for easy
access, each Native American group is presented in careful detail, starting with the tribal name,
translation, origin, and definition. Each entry then includes significant facts about the group's
location and population, as well as impressive details about the history and culture of the group.
Bringing each entry up-to-date, Editor Barry Pritzker also addresses with ease current information
on each group's government, economy, legal status, and reservations. Engaging and precise,
Pritzker's prose makes this extensive work an enjoyable read. Whether he is giving the court
interpretation of the term tribe (Many traditional Native American groups were not tribes at all but
more like extended families) or describing how a Shoshone woman served as a guide on the Louis
and Clarke expedition, the material is always presented in a clear and lively manner. In light of past



and ongoing injustices and the momentum of Indian and Intuit self-determination movements, an
understanding of these native cultures as well as their contributions to contemporary society
becomes increasingly important. This book provides all the essential information necessary to fully
grasp the history, culture, and current feelings surrounding North American Indians. It is not only a
compelling resource for students and researchers of Native American studies, anthropology, and
history, but an indispensable guide for anyone concerned with the past and present situation of the
numerous Native American groups.
  native american history textbooks: Native American History Captivating History,
2020-01-19 Propaganda has always played a crucial role in turning tides and swaying opinion, and in
few places is that more pronounced than in the wholesale slaughter of the native peoples in both
North and South America. In this new captivating history book, you will discover the shocking and
controversial history of the Native Americans.
  native american history textbooks: Native Americans Louie Ross, 2016-08-19 Native
Americans - Discover A History You Never Knew! A deeper look at their historical background. Even
more - Discover amazing facts from this book. Now on its 3rd Edition! Are you a student of history?
Ready to discover more about the roots of Native Americans and the history of their many tribes?
American History: An Overview of Native American History - Your Guide To Native People, Indians,
& Indian History is an amazing book that talks about this wide array of socially and geographical
group of people. American History: An Overview of Native American History - Your Guide To Native
People, Indians, & Indian History is a deep and in depth look into all aspects of Native American's
social and geographical history. The Native American story stretches from far before the
pre-Columbian era, and continue to be very well known for their rich and storied culture. Their lives
convey a story of battle, strife and victory. A study of Native American heritage is a great way to
learn more about their customs and habits. More importantly, reading this book will show you the
huge role they played in American society, history and independence. In this book you will learn
about: Early History of the Native American People, Native American Culture and Traditions, Native
Americans in the Civil War, Notable Native Americans in US History, The Mistreatment of the Native
American People, and so much more! Here's why you should read this book: Discover the people
behind this amazing culture. Develop a greater context for American history and evolution of
modern ideas. Unravel the distinct nature and spiritual practices of Native Americans. Learn about
the myth and legends that captivate to this day. So what are you waiting for?! Studying history is
about more than just book knowledge. It also develops within us a level of awareness and
appreciation by reminding us how we are all connected. Don't limit yourself in who and what you
know. Understanding this kind of history, which is not widely taught, will deepen your
understanding of the world around you. Let us walk you through Native American history, and hand
in hand we'll learn and have fun together! All you have to do is scroll up and click the BUY button.
Enjoy!
  native american history textbooks: Native Roots Jack Weatherford, 2010-06-23 “Gracefully
written . . . thoroughly researched . . . America is a banquet prepared by the Indians—who were
forgotten when it was time to give thanks at the table.”—St. Paul Pioneer-Express “Well written,
imagery-ridden . . . A tale of what was, what became, and what is today regarding the Indian relation
to the European civilization that ‘grafted’ itself onto this ‘ancient stem’”—Minneapolis Star Tribune
In Indian Givers, anthropologist Jack Weatherford revealed how the cultural, social, and political
practices of the American Indians transformed the world. In Native Roots, Weatherford focuses on
the vital role Indian civilizations have played in the making of the United States. Conventional
American history holds that the white settlers of the New World re-created the societies they had
known in England, France, and Spain. But, as Weatherford so brilliantly shows, Europeans in fact
grafted their civilizations onto the deep and nourishing roots of Native American customs and
beliefs. Beneath the glass-and-steel skyscrapers of contemporary Manhattan lies an Indian
fur-trading post. Behind the tactics of modern guerrilla warfare are the lightning-fast maneuvers of
the Plains Indians. Our place names, our farming and hunting techniques, our crafts, and the very



blood that flows in our veins—all derive from American Indians in ways that we consistently fail to
see. In Weatherford’s words, “Without understanding Native Americans, we will never know who we
are today in America.”
  native american history textbooks: Lakota America Pekka Hamalainen, 2019-10-22 The first
comprehensive history of the Lakota Indians and their profound role in shaping America's history
Named One of the New York Times Critics' Top Books of 2019 - Named One of the 10 Best History
Books of 2019 by Smithsonian Magazine - Winner of the MPIBA Reading the West Book Award for
narrative nonfiction Turned many of the stories I thought I knew about our nation inside
out.--Cornelia Channing, Paris Review, Favorite Books of 2019 My favorite non-fiction book of this
year.--Tyler Cowen, Bloomberg Opinion A briliant, bold, gripping history.--Simon Sebag Montefiore,
London Evening Standard, Best Books of 2019 All nations deserve to have their stories told with this
degree of attentiveness--Parul Sehgal, New York Times This first complete account of the Lakota
Indians traces their rich and often surprising history from the early sixteenth to the early
twenty-first century. Pekka Hämäläinen explores the Lakotas' roots as marginal hunter-gatherers
and reveals how they reinvented themselves twice: first as a river people who dominated the
Missouri Valley, America's great commercial artery, and then--in what was America's first sweeping
westward expansion--as a horse people who ruled supreme on the vast high plains. The Lakotas are
imprinted in American historical memory. Red Cloud, Crazy Horse, and Sitting Bull are iconic
figures in the American imagination, but in this groundbreaking book they emerge as something
different: the architects of Lakota America, an expansive and enduring Indigenous regime that
commanded human fates in the North American interior for generations. Hämäläinen's deeply
researched and engagingly written history places the Lakotas at the center of American history, and
the results are revelatory.
  native american history textbooks: Our Stories Remember Joseph Bruchac, 2003 Our Stories
Remember retells Native American stories.
  native american history textbooks: An Indigenous Peoples' History of the United States
Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz, 2014-09-16 New York Times Bestseller Now part of the HBO docuseries
Exterminate All the Brutes, written and directed by Raoul Peck Recipient of the American Book
Award The first history of the United States told from the perspective of indigenous peoples Today in
the United States, there are more than five hundred federally recognized Indigenous nations
comprising nearly three million people, descendants of the fifteen million Native people who once
inhabited this land. The centuries-long genocidal program of the US settler-colonial regimen has
largely been omitted from history. Now, for the first time, acclaimed historian and activist Roxanne
Dunbar-Ortiz offers a history of the United States told from the perspective of Indigenous peoples
and reveals how Native Americans, for centuries, actively resisted expansion of the US empire. With
growing support for movements such as the campaign to abolish Columbus Day and replace it with
Indigenous Peoples’ Day and the Dakota Access Pipeline protest led by the Standing Rock Sioux
Tribe, An Indigenous Peoples’ History of the United States is an essential resource providing
historical threads that are crucial for understanding the present. In An Indigenous Peoples’ History
of the United States, Dunbar-Ortiz adroitly challenges the founding myth of the United States and
shows how policy against the Indigenous peoples was colonialist and designed to seize the territories
of the original inhabitants, displacing or eliminating them. And as Dunbar-Ortiz reveals, this policy
was praised in popular culture, through writers like James Fenimore Cooper and Walt Whitman, and
in the highest offices of government and the military. Shockingly, as the genocidal policy reached its
zenith under President Andrew Jackson, its ruthlessness was best articulated by US Army general
Thomas S. Jesup, who, in 1836, wrote of the Seminoles: “The country can be rid of them only by
exterminating them.” Spanning more than four hundred years, this classic bottom-up peoples’
history radically reframes US history and explodes the silences that have haunted our national
narrative. An Indigenous Peoples' History of the United States is a 2015 PEN Oakland-Josephine
Miles Award for Excellence in Literature.
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