
make money selling textbooks

make money selling textbooks by tapping into a lucrative market that thrives
on the constant demand for academic materials. With college students and high
school learners seeking affordable options, many individuals have turned to
selling used textbooks as a viable income source. This article will delve
into various strategies for successful textbook selling, including where to
source textbooks, the best platforms for selling, pricing strategies, and
tips for maximizing profit. Additionally, we will explore the benefits of
selling textbooks and provide answers to common questions in our FAQ section.
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Understanding the Textbook Market
The textbook market is a dynamic and evolving sector shaped by fluctuations
in educational trends and technology. Understanding this market is crucial
for anyone looking to make money selling textbooks. The demand for textbooks
is primarily driven by students who require specific editions for their
courses. With the rising costs of new textbooks, many students are turning to
used options, creating a robust market for sellers.

The textbook industry has adapted to the digital age, leading to an emergence
of e-books and online resources. However, physical textbooks still hold
value, especially for students who prefer traditional studying methods.
Recognizing the types of textbooks that are in demand is essential. Popular
subjects often include science, mathematics, literature, and business
studies. Additionally, textbooks for high-demand courses often see higher
resale value.

Where to Source Textbooks
Finding the right textbooks to sell is a fundamental step in building a
successful resale business. There are several avenues through which you can
source textbooks effectively.



Campus Bookstores
Many college and university bookstores offer buyback programs at the end of
each semester. This can be an excellent opportunity to acquire textbooks at a
lower price, especially if they are being phased out in favor of new
editions.

Online Marketplaces
Websites such as eBay, Craigslist, and Facebook Marketplace can be great
sources for purchasing used textbooks. You can often find sellers looking to
offload their books quickly, sometimes at bargain prices.

Thrift Stores and Garage Sales
Local thrift shops and community garage sales can be treasure troves for used
textbooks. Many sellers are unaware of the actual value of their books,
allowing you to purchase them at a fraction of their worth.

Library Sales
Public libraries often hold sales to clear out older inventory. These sales
can provide high-quality textbooks at very low prices.

Best Platforms for Selling Textbooks
Once you have sourced your textbooks, the next step is to choose the right
platform for selling them. There are numerous online platforms designed
specifically for textbook sales.

Amazon
Amazon is a dominant force in the book-selling market. You can create a
seller account and list your textbooks for sale. The vast audience provides
significant exposure, increasing the likelihood of a sale.

Chegg
Chegg is an education-focused platform that allows users to sell textbooks
directly. Its user-friendly interface and large student base make it an
attractive option for sellers.

eBay
eBay offers a bidding system that can help you get a better price for your
textbooks. It allows for both auction-style listings and fixed-price sales,
giving you flexibility in how you sell.



Facebook Marketplace
Facebook Marketplace allows for local selling, which can eliminate shipping
costs and provide an opportunity for immediate cash transactions. It’s also a
straightforward platform to list your textbooks.

Pricing Strategies for Maximum Profit
Setting the right price for your textbooks is crucial for maximizing profit
while remaining competitive.

Research Market Prices
Before pricing your textbooks, research current market prices on various
platforms. Websites like Amazon and Chegg can give you insight into what
similar books are selling for.

Consider Condition and Editions
The condition of the textbook (new, like new, good, acceptable) plays a
significant role in pricing. Additionally, newer editions typically sell for
more than older ones, so it’s essential to factor this in.

Use Competitive Pricing
To attract buyers, consider setting your prices slightly lower than your
competitors. However, ensure you still cover your costs and make a profit.

Offer Discounts for Bulk Purchases
Encouraging buyers to purchase multiple textbooks by offering discounts can
increase your overall sales volume.

Marketing Your Textbooks
Marketing is a crucial component of selling textbooks effectively. The right
strategies can help you reach a broader audience.

High-Quality Listings
When listing your textbooks, ensure that you provide high-quality images and
detailed descriptions. Highlight any unique features or benefits of your
books, such as included supplements or excellent condition.

Utilize Social Media
Promoting your textbooks on social media platforms can increase visibility.
Utilize groups focused on buying and selling textbooks, as well as local
community groups.



Networking with Students
Establish connections with students at local colleges and universities. Word-
of-mouth referrals can be incredibly beneficial in reaching potential buyers.

Benefits of Selling Textbooks
Selling textbooks not only provides a source of income but also offers
several other benefits.

Environmental Impact
By selling used textbooks, you contribute to reducing waste and promoting
sustainability. This practice encourages recycling and prolongs the life
cycle of educational materials.

Flexible Business Opportunity
Selling textbooks can be done part-time or full-time, depending on your
availability. It allows you to set your own hours and work at your own pace.

Financial Gains
With the right strategies, selling textbooks can be a profitable venture.
Many sellers report earning substantial income, especially during peak
selling seasons like back-to-school and semester end.

Frequently Asked Questions

Q: How much can I realistically make selling
textbooks?
A: The amount you can make selling textbooks varies greatly depending on the
number of books you sell, their condition, and the platforms you use. Some
sellers report earning a few hundred dollars per semester, while others make
thousands annually.

Q: What types of textbooks sell best?
A: Textbooks related to high-demand subjects such as science, business, and
advanced mathematics tend to sell best. Additionally, textbooks that are
required for popular courses often fetch higher prices.

Q: Is it worth selling textbooks online compared to
local sales?
A: Selling textbooks online generally provides a broader audience and
potentially higher sales prices due to increased competition. However, local
sales can offer immediate cash without shipping hassles.



Q: How do I handle shipping for textbooks sold
online?
A: When selling online, factor in shipping costs when pricing your books.
Utilize flat-rate shipping options to keep costs consistent and consider
providing tracking for security.

Q: What’s the best time to sell textbooks?
A: The best times to sell textbooks are typically around the beginning of
semesters, during back-to-school sales in late summer, and at the end of
semesters when students are looking to offload their unwanted books.

Q: Can I sell digital textbooks?
A: Yes, you can sell digital textbooks, but be sure to check the licensing
agreements to ensure you are allowed to resell them. Many digital textbooks
come with restrictions that may prevent resale.

Q: What should I do with unsold textbooks?
A: If your textbooks do not sell, consider donating them to local schools,
libraries, or charities. Additionally, you may want to try relisting them at
a lower price or during peak sales periods.

Q: Do I need a business license to sell textbooks?
A: Generally, selling textbooks on a small scale does not require a business
license. However, if you plan to sell in large volumes, check your local
regulations to ensure compliance.

Q: Are there risks involved in selling textbooks?
A: Yes, risks include not being able to sell your books, potential damage
during shipping, and the possibility of receiving negative feedback from
buyers. Proper research and quality control can mitigate these risks.
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from home!People who buy used books want to save money. Give them what they want, listing used
books on Amazon, and make easy money.Get this paperback book now for about the price of a pizza
and find out how you can duplicate this author's success and be making profits fast!Listing used
books may be the perfect home-based business! This book tells what you need to know to get started
fast working from home. You can buy plenty of top-selling books for less than 25 cents a book and
then resell them for up to $50 each, sometimes even more!There's no need for to go deep in debt or
work long hours for your extra cash. No need to invest $1,000's in inventory or rent a storefront, you
won't need expensive add-on services, and you won't need much equipment. Run this part-time
business from a spare room or from your kitchen table.Listing your used books online, working from
home, is recession-proof. That's because people always want a bargain ... and, if you know what
you're doing, you can earn extra cash simply by finding and listing good used books in your spare
time!Start small and grow your business bigtime with help from family and friends! Start listing
books you already own you don't need anymore, books you get cheap (or free) from friends and
family, and the books you find for next to nothing at thrift stores and yard sales in your
hometown.This book helps you get what you want: extra money, just finding and listing something
people are ready and willing to buy.Start small by selling off your own unwanted books for a little
extra pocket money. Re-invest your profits and build up your inventory to 1,000 or more books for
sale, and create a nice steady stream of passive income.Best of all, there's really no selling you have
to do at all. You'll just find the books, list them for free, and Amazon does all the rest.Maybe you're
thinking: But what if I don't want to start a business... I just want to get rid of my old used books.
This book can definitely help you too. Clear out the clutter of your old books and sell your unwanted
titles for top prices. Books and music CDs make far more cash online than you'd ever make selling
them at a yard sale. Reading this book will pay for itself in no time flat.Discover the best types of
books that sell quickly for top profits. Keep your eyes open for the best-selling used books which can
be found just about anywhere. Pick them up for pennies on the dollar. Know which books you should
leave behind that will wind up just taking up space.Includes new updated chapter on the Amazon
FBA program!Now you can get what you want ... simple step-by-step information on how to make
money in your spare time!Just a couple of clicks and your copy of How To Make Easy Money Selling
Your Old Used Books On Amazon will be on its way to you, so you'll get started fast earning easy
extra cash in your spare time! Order your copy today. Available either as a Kindle Book or a printed
paperback book for your convenience.(NOTE: Updated Feb. 2014 to fix layout error in page
numbers. Now reformatted so that all page numbers show correctly.)From the author: Welcome to
the easiest way I've ever found to make extra money in your spare time, buying and listing good
quality used books online. This is a simple business anyone can make money at, so long as you have
a computer, high-speed internet access, about $200-$500 to stock up on inventory and supplies, plus
an open mind willing to follow a few simple suggestions, tips and techniques that make top profits
earning cash for books!This book is also available on in the Amazon Kindle Store in an e-book
format. You can download it now from:Sold by: Amazon Digital Services, Inc.Language:
EnglishASIN: B007H3JEKA
  make money selling textbooks: How To Make Money Selling Used Books On Amazon Gerald
Zimmerman, 2014-09-05 Making money online is the goal of many people today, and there is a
plethora of things that you can sell on line. This is one that I did very well with, and so can YOU.
Here are the opening paragraphs from this excellent book on making money online: If you are
reading this book, then you are probably like millions of others who are looking for a good way to
earn some extra money online. Right? Of course, I'm right. That's why you are here. I have been in
exactly the same place as you. And have scoured the web looking for just the right thing, the right
combination, to help support my family and our way of life. I started doing this before the financial
downturn that we are suffering through right now. I was looking for extra money in the checkbook.
And I found it in a number of places. But today, with things as they are, it is often a matter of making
money to live on rather than just getting some extra money. And it is with that in mind that I am
writing this book. So What Is This Way That I Can Make Money? The source of some good cash that I



found was selling used books online through Amazon, the largest online retailer in the world.
Amazon has over 200,000,000 credit card numbers on file, and they actually help you to sell your
books. You list them online through Amazon, millions of people look at those listings every day, and
untold numbers of books are sold daily, including yours! What Does It Cost To Get Started? Actually,
it will cost you little or nothing to get started. Finding those books around the house, on shelves, on
top of the dresser, in the closets, in the attic is the first place to start your business. Research the
pricing and list the book on Amazon. Then, watch the sales start to come in. There are also a lot of
places you can go to find used books at reasonable prices which you can then list with a higher price
than you paid. I'll reveal those places in the pages of this book. How Much Can I Make Selling Used
Books Online? Of course, the answer to that question is really how much do you want to earn. There
are many people who do it as a hobby and make a hundred or so monthly. And then there are people
who do it as a business and make several thousand dollars monthly. That is up to you. I always
remind myself that Amazon began in someone's garage, selling used books online. Today, they are
one of the largest businesses in America. So how much can you make? The sky is the limit! In
Reality, What Will This Book Do For ME? In this book, I'll tell you: How to find books - How to
increase your inventory of books -- How to research for the right price to list your book at -- Detailed
instructions on how to list your book and how to rate its condition -- How to package your book for
shipment -- The best way to ship and add postage -- And other important information that you should
be aware of. The Final Conclusion Then Is: So how can you go wrong with this book? You can start
with what you have around the house, add to your inventory from other sources, package books daily
for shipment, and get instant access to your profits through PayPal. Sell a few ... Sell a lot. It really is
up to you. And, you can start today. Really now, what more could you ask?
  make money selling textbooks: How to Make Real Money Selling Books Brian Jud,
2013-03-14 The worldwide book market generates almost $90 billion annually, and more than half of
those sales are made in non-bookstore outlets such as discount stores, airport shops, gift stores,
supermarkets, and warehouse clubs. How to Make Real Money Selling Booksprovides a proven
strategy for selling books to these enterprises. You will learn about developing a product strategy,
conducting test marketing, contacting prospective buyers, promoting your product, selling to niche
markets, and much, much more.
  make money selling textbooks: Make Money by Selling E-books Mete Barlas, 2019-01-01
HUGE DISCOUNT ON MAKE MONEY BY SELLING E-BOOKS FOR A SHORT TIME! $9.99 instead of
$13.00! Passive income is a type of work that enables us to reach our financial freedom by
intelligently evaluating business opportunities in the digital world. So why passive? In this type of
work, we create our system down to the smallest detail and then spend very little time on it. Then,
we expect our system to generate revenue for us. Therefore, such methods are generally referred to
as Passive Income. In this book, we explained in detail the basic issues such as E-books, preparing
E-books and selling E-books, which are a good example of earning passive income. You can make big
profits by writing your own book and selling it in markets with millions of readers. Take your place
in the growing e-book market! In this e-book we will teach you how to fish instead of giving you a
fish. We will show you how to write an E-book that will appeal to people without any literary
knowledge.From design to book cover, page layout, selling it on the largest sales platforms and
marketing the book in a variety of ways, you will learn each detail of creating an e-book that people
would love to buy.
  make money selling textbooks: Write Your Book, Make Money: A Simple Guide to Turn Your
Dream of Writing a Book into Reality Pasquale De Marco, 2025-04-24 In Write Your Book, Make
Money: A Simple Guide to Turn Your Dream of Writing a Book into Reality, Pasquale De Marco
provides a comprehensive and empowering guide to writing and publishing your own book,
regardless of your experience level or genre preferences. With a focus on practicality and
accessibility, this book takes you step-by-step through the entire writing process, from
brainstorming ideas to editing and revising your manuscript. You'll learn how to: * Find your unique
story idea and develop compelling characters * Create a plot that keeps readers engaged from



beginning to end * Write vivid descriptions that transport readers to your world * Master the art of
dialogue and use literary devices to enhance your storytelling * Edit and revise your manuscript to
ensure clarity, coherence, and impact Pasquale De Marco also delves into the business side of
writing, offering valuable insights into: * Choosing the right publishing option for your book *
Effectively marketing and promoting your work to reach your target audience * Building a
sustainable writing career and generating income from your writing Throughout the book, Pasquale
De Marco shares inspiring stories and practical advice from successful authors, editors, and
publishing professionals. You'll also find a wealth of writing exercises and prompts to help you
develop your skills and creativity. Whether you're a first-time author or an experienced writer
looking to improve your craft, Write Your Book, Make Money: A Simple Guide to Turn Your Dream of
Writing a Book into Reality is the ultimate resource for turning your writing dreams into reality.
Start your journey to becoming a published author today! If you like this book, write a review on
google books!
  make money selling textbooks: How to Publish, Promote, & Sell Your Own Book Robert
Lawrence Holt, 1986-07-15 Robert Holt, himself the successful author of four self-published books,
now shares his knowledge and savvy with other would-be author-publishers in this step-by-step
guide to every aspect of self-publishing. If you yearn join the ranks of such self published authors as
Henry Thoreau, Upton Sinclair, Anais Nin, and George Bernard Shaw, if you've ever thought of
doing it yourself, then this is the book for you. How to Publish Promote and Sell Your Own Book
provides you with everything you ever wanted to know about self-publishing--and never even
thought to ask.
  make money selling textbooks: How to Publish Low Content Books Lori Culwell,
2022-12-20 Learn How to Make Money Publishing Notebooks, Journals, and More on Amazon! Heard
about publishing no-content and low-content books on Amazon KDP (Kindle Direct Publishing), but
don’t know where to start? Are you curious about selling notebooks, journals, planners, logbooks,
sketchbooks, or other types of books on Amazon KDP? In Funny You Should Ask: How to Publish
Low-Content Books, Amazon bestselling author Lori Culwell provides a start-to-finish blueprint for
breaking into the low-content publishing business. You'll discover how to generate ideas, validate
niches, research your competition, and promote your work in this highly lucrative and
ever-expanding publishing field. With the help of a blank practice journal included in the guide,
you’ll also learn how to create the ideal low-content book, honing your design skills and focusing
your areas of expertise, so that when you find your hit niche, you'll be off and running! In Funny You
Should Ask: How to Publish Low-Content Books, you’ll learn: — What, exactly, is low content
publishing? — The one big mistake most low-content publishers make when first starting out —
Where to find low-content book templates — How to come up with book ideas — The difference
between no-content and low-content publishing — How Kindle Direct Publishing fits into all of this —
How to start low-content publishing for free (or at a very low cost) — 13 of the bestselling
low-content book types (some of which might surprise you!) — How to expand your brand once you
find your “hit niche” — How to advertise and promote your books And so much more! PLUS, you’ll
receive a BONUS of 30 days of researched and verified niches! Funny You Should Ask: How to
Publish Low-Content Books is for anyone who loves books and wants to earn extra money selling
them. Whether you’re an author trying to branch out, a designer or artist trying to repurpose your
designs, a student who wants to publish notebooks for extra income, or a teacher with a ton of great
ideas for homeschooling material, the strategies described in this book will get you started earning
passive income on Amazon’s KDP platform. Part of the “Funny You Should Ask” series, in which Lori
Culwell makes everything easy to understand in her trademark “snarky yet informative” style!
  make money selling textbooks: How I Make $4,000 a Month Part-Time Selling Used
Books Online: The Authoritative Manual: How Ordinary People Are Making $50,000+
Selling Used Books Pa M. Mitch Freeland, 2018-09-14 Do you love books? Need extra cash? Try an
easy side hustle--selling used books online couldn't be easier. It seems that there are countless books
that offer a way to make 'easy' money. At best, they usually give vague theories of information easily



found elsewhere, and at worst, they ask for even more money for greater details of these 'get rich
quick' offerings. Mitch Freeland delivers on the promise of information he makes. Not only does he
offer an interesting and unique way of earning alternative income, he gives you the specifics in order
to make it work. He outlines a process and procedure that virtually anyone can take advantage of.
His insights are unique, informative and most importantly, honest. He is upfront in that one will
need to invest a small amount of monies in order to proceed, but the costs are relatively minor and
the author isn't asking the reader for those monies. Mr. Freeland has given anyone interested an
honest blueprint to follow that if followed correctly, will turn a profit, and as he explains, it's up to
the reader as to how much time they want to invest which in turn will determine their potential
profits. DISCOVER: How to Create a Successful Online Bookstore from Home Starting from Scratch!
Sampling of Real Buys and Sells: Could you imagine
  make money selling textbooks: Sell MoreBooks Webster Tsenase, 2018-11-14 Has your book
sold less than 3000 copies? If so, then thank God you found this book because those sales are about
to take off as a result of learning and applying what you will learn in this book. There are 4 pillars
which are integral to your book's success and they are: 1) Marketing 2) Publicity 3) Distribution 4)
Sales Those pillars, when mastered, will lead to steady book sales every year until you die or until
you stop using the techniques laid within this book. I first published my first book in 2011 and it
didn't even sell a single copy, then published my second one and it sold some copies but just not
enough especially since I wrote that book for two years and worked very hard researching my topic
and so forth. It sucked so much because I knew that the content of my book was brilliant and that it
was about something that was and still is a very serious topic. Ever since then I have learned about
how to really sell books directly and also digitally, I have learned about how to reach the right
people who will actually buy your book and not make comments about it, I learned about how to
handle my finances so that I can reinvest the money from book sales back into making more book
sales...I have learned so much after publishing 4 books of mine and selling over 10 000 copies, that
number sounds small and insignificant next to bigger ones but trust me it's not easy to sell that
many books but I have figured out what worked and what works for me and I hope that it works for
you too. Are you ready to give your book the chance to really be successful? Get my book, it's a short
read and it's also very practical by asking you to do certain things which will help you to understand
the material more. What more is there to say, let's start selling more books!!
  make money selling textbooks: The Publishers Weekly , 1890
  make money selling textbooks: 101 Weird Ways to Make Money Steve Gillman, 2011-07-26
Find creative ways to make money in businesses with little competition Using interviews with
unconventional entrepreneurs, the author's own wide-ranging experience with weird jobs, and
extensive research, 101 Weird Ways to Make Money reveals unusual, sometimes dirty, yet profitable
jobs and businesses. Whether you're looking for a job that suits your independent spirit, or want to
start a new business, this unique book shows you moneymaking options you haven't considered.
Most of these outside-the-box jobs don't require extensive training, and are also scalable as
businesses, allowing you to build on your initial success. Jobs and businesses covered include cricket
and maggot farming, environmentally friendly burials, making and selling solar-roasted coffee,
daycare services for handicapped children, and many more Each chapter features a where the
money is section on how to scale-up and be profitable Author writes a popular website and email
newsletter on unusual ways to make money Whether you're seeking a new career, an additional
revenue stream, or a new business idea, you will want to discover 101 Weird Ways to Make Money.
  make money selling textbooks: Write Your Best Book Now! Earma Brown, 2009-08-29 Do you
have expert knowledge to share? Have you considered putting it in a non-fiction book? Writing about
your passion, your cause or expertise is one of the easiest ways to write a book. In the Write Your
Best Book Now! How To Write A Book In 100 Days, author and book writing coach Earma shows you
how to develop a saleable book idea including how to clarify your idea, develop a table of contents,
chapter outline, create book matter (parts), develop a 1 page book proposal or prepare to self
publish. Discover how to: Add selling power to every aspect of your book through passion points



before writing chapter one. Mine the gold called your knowledge and make it easy to complete your
book in 100 days. Transform, repackage and repeat your book's core information so you can
leverage life long profits. Make your dream of writing and publishing a book a reality. The insightful
guidance provided in How To Write A Book In 100 Days will lead you step by step to a successful
saleable book.
  make money selling textbooks: Putting Your Passion Into Print Arielle Eckstut, David Sterry,
2005-01-01 Presents a guide for aspiring writers on all aspects of getting published, including
writing the query letter, getting an agent, signing contracts, working with publishers, assisting in
prepub publicity and marketing, and doing book tours.
  make money selling textbooks: Get Your Book Selling on Your Website Monica Leonelle,
2024-03-14 Written for an author, by an author, this is an unofficial definitive guide to increasing
your book sales on your website. It covers: The advantages of selling direct through your website
The five best offers you can make to your readers (including bundling, exclusivity, and more) Seller
accounts, dropshipping, fulfillment, and more The pains involved (setup, tech, taxes, shipping,
transactional emails, etc.) and whether they are worth it or not for your business How to get your
readers to buy direct from you How to use landing pages (with cross-sells, upsells, and
post-purchases) Ways to find new readers for your books How to get customers to become repeat
customers What else you should be selling if you are selling direct
  make money selling textbooks: Could You, Should You Self-Publish a Picture Book? Anne
Emerick, 2004-06
  make money selling textbooks: How to Resist Amazon and Why Danny Caine, 2022-09-20
When a company's workers are literally dying on the job, when their business model relies on
preying on local businesses and even their own vendors, when their CEO is the richest person in the
world while their workers make low wages with impossible quotas... wouldn't you want to resist?
Danny Caine, owner of Raven Book Store in Lawrence, Kansas has been an outspoken critic of the
seemingly unstoppable Goliath of the bookselling world: Amazon. In this book, he lays out the case
for shifting our personal money and civic investment away from global corporate behemoths and to
small, local, independent businesses. Well-researched and lively, his tale covers the history of big
box stores, the big political drama of delivery, and the perils of warehouse work. He shows how
Amazon's ruthless discount strategies mean authors, publishers, and even Amazon themselves can
lose money on every book sold. And he spells out a clear path to resistance, in a world where
consumers are struggling to get by. In-depth research is interspersed with charming personal
anecdotes from bookstore life, making this a readable, fascinating, essential book for the 2020s.
  make money selling textbooks: Popular Mechanics , 1976-05 Popular Mechanics inspires,
instructs and influences readers to help them master the modern world. Whether it’s practical DIY
home-improvement tips, gadgets and digital technology, information on the newest cars or the latest
breakthroughs in science -- PM is the ultimate guide to our high-tech lifestyle.
  make money selling textbooks: International Book Publishing: An Encyclopedia Philip G.
Altbach, Edith S. Hoshino, 2015-05-08 First Published in 1996. This encyclopedia is unique in
several ways. As the first international reference source on publishing, it is a pioneering venture.
Our aim is to provide comprehensive discussion and analysis of key subjects relating to books and
publishing worldwide. The sixty-four essays included here feature not only factual and statistical
information about the topic, but also analysis and evaluation of those facts and figures. The chapters
are significantly more comprehensive than those typically found in an encyclopedia.
  make money selling textbooks: Advertising & Selling , 1927
  make money selling textbooks: The West Virginia School Journal , 1907
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