economic textbooks

economic textbooks are critical resources that provide foundational knowledge and advanced
insights into the field of economics. These texts are essential for students, educators, and
professionals alike, offering a structured approach to understanding economic theories, principles,
and real-world applications. In this article, we will explore the various types of economic textbooks,
their key features, recommended titles across different levels of study, and the impact they have on
education and policy-making. Additionally, we will discuss how to select the right textbook for your
needs and the evolving landscape of economic education.

e Types of Economic Textbooks

e Key Features of Economic Textbooks

e Recommended Economic Textbooks

e Choosing the Right Economic Textbook

e The Future of Economic Textbooks

Types of Economic Textbooks

Economic textbooks can be categorized into several types based on their focus and intended
audience. Understanding these categories is essential for selecting the right materials for academic
or professional purposes.

1. Introductory Textbooks

Introductory economic textbooks are designed for students new to the subject. They cover
fundamental concepts such as supply and demand, market structures, and the role of government in
the economy. These books often use clear language and practical examples to facilitate
understanding.

2. Intermediate and Advanced Textbooks

Intermediate textbooks build on the basics covered in introductory texts and delve into more
complex theories and models, such as game theory or market equilibrium. Advanced textbooks cater
to graduate students and professionals, focusing on specialized topics like econometrics,
international economics, and public policy analysis.



3. Specialized Textbooks

Specialized textbooks focus on niche areas within economics, such as behavioral economics,
environmental economics, and development economics. These texts are crucial for students and
researchers looking to gain in-depth knowledge in specific fields.

4. Reference Textbooks

Reference textbooks serve as comprehensive guides for practitioners and researchers. They often
contain extensive data, case studies, and theoretical frameworks that are valuable for in-depth
research and practical application.

Key Features of Economic Textbooks

Economic textbooks are characterized by several key features that enhance their usability and
effectiveness as learning tools.

1. Clear Structure and Organization

A well-organized textbook includes chapters that logically progress from basic concepts to more
complex ideas. This structure helps students build their knowledge incrementally.

2. Real-World Applications

Effective economic textbooks include case studies and examples that illustrate how economic
principles apply to real-world scenarios. This practical approach aids in the retention of concepts
and encourages critical thinking.

3. Supplementary Materials

Many textbooks come with supplementary resources, such as online quizzes, lecture slides, and
problem sets. These materials are invaluable for both instructors and students, enhancing the
learning experience.

4. Updated Content

The field of economics is continually evolving, and modern textbooks often include the latest
research findings, data, and economic events. Staying current is essential for students and
professionals alike.

Recommended Economic Textbooks

There are numerous economic textbooks available that cater to different levels of education and
areas of specialization. Below are some highly recommended titles across various categories.



1. Introductory Textbooks

e Principles of Economics by N. Gregory Mankiw - A widely used textbook that introduces
core economic principles.

¢ Economics by Paul Samuelson and William Nordhaus - A classic book that covers a broad
spectrum of economic topics.

2. Intermediate Textbooks

¢ Intermediate Microeconomics: A Modern Approach by Hal R. Varian - A comprehensive
text that focuses on microeconomic theory.

¢ Intermediate Macroeconomics by N. Gregory Mankiw - A detailed exploration of
macroeconomic concepts.

3. Advanced Textbooks

e Econometric Analysis by William H. Greene - A standard reference for econometric theory
and practice.

e Advanced Microeconomic Theory by Geoffrey A. Jehle and Philip J. Reny - An in-depth
examination of microeconomic theory.

4. Specialized Textbooks

¢ Behavioral Economics: When Psychology and Economics Collide by Edward Peter
Stringham - An insightful text into the intersection of psychology and economic behavior.

¢ Environmental Economics: A Very Short Introduction by Stephen T. M. P. Hargreaves - A
concise overview of environmental economic principles.

Choosing the Right Economic Textbook

Selecting the appropriate economic textbook can significantly impact a student's learning journey or
a professional's continuing education.



1. Assess Your Level of Understanding

It is crucial to evaluate your current knowledge of economics. Beginners should start with
introductory texts, while more experienced individuals may benefit from intermediate or advanced
books.

2. Consider Your Specific Interests

Identify specific areas of economics you are interested in, such as macroeconomics, microeconomics,
or specialized fields like international economics. This focus will guide your selection.

3. Review Recommendations and Reviews

Reading reviews and obtaining recommendations from educators or professionals can provide
insights into the quality and effectiveness of a textbook.

4. Evaluate Supplementary Resources

Check if the textbook comes with additional resources, such as online materials or problem sets.
These can enhance your learning experience and provide practical application.

The Future of Economic Textbooks

As the world of education evolves, so too does the realm of economic textbooks. Innovations such as
digital textbooks, open educational resources (OER), and interactive learning platforms are shaping
the future of economic education.

1. Digital Textbooks

Digital economic textbooks are gaining popularity due to their accessibility and convenience. They
often include interactive features like video lectures, quizzes, and instant updates on current
economic events.

2. Open Educational Resources (OER)

OER provides free educational materials that can be adapted and shared. This movement is making
economic education more accessible to a broader audience, breaking down financial barriers.

3. Interactive Learning Platforms

These platforms offer dynamic content that engages students through simulations and real-time data
analysis. Such tools are increasingly important in providing practical skills alongside theoretical
knowledge.

In summary, economic textbooks are vital tools in the study and application of economic principles.



They come in various types and cover a wide range of topics, catering to different levels of expertise
and areas of interest. Selecting the right textbook can enhance understanding and foster a deeper
appreciation of economics, while the future of these resources looks promising with the advent of
digital and interactive formats.

Q: What are economic textbooks typically used for?

A: Economic textbooks are primarily used in educational settings to teach students foundational and
advanced concepts in economics. They serve as resources for learners to understand theories,
models, and real-world applications, as well as for professionals seeking to deepen their knowledge
or stay current in the field.

Q: How can I find the best economic textbook for my needs?

A: To find the best economic textbook, assess your current knowledge level, identify your specific
areas of interest, and review recommendations or reviews from educators and professionals.
Additionally, consider whether the textbook includes supplementary materials that can enhance your
learning experience.

Q: Are there digital versions of economic textbooks available?

A: Yes, many economic textbooks are available in digital formats. These digital versions often come
with interactive features and can be more accessible than traditional printed books.

Q: What is the difference between introductory and advanced
economic textbooks?

A: Introductory economic textbooks cover fundamental concepts suitable for beginners, while
advanced textbooks delve into more complex theories and specialized topics, often targeting
graduate students or professionals in the field.

Q: Can I use economic textbooks for self-study?

A: Absolutely! Many individuals use economic textbooks for self-study. They provide structured
content and practical examples that can be beneficial for independent learning.

Q: What are some popular economic textbooks for graduate
students?

A: Some popular economic textbooks for graduate students include "Econometric Analysis" by
William H. Greene and "Advanced Microeconomic Theory" by Geoffrey A. Jehle and Philip J. Reny,
which provide in-depth coverage of advanced topics and methodologies.



Q: How often are economic textbooks updated?

A: Economic textbooks are typically updated every few years to include the latest research findings,
economic data, and current events. However, the frequency of updates can vary by publisher and
author.

Q: What role do case studies play in economic textbooks?

A: Case studies in economic textbooks illustrate how economic theories and principles apply to real-
world scenarios. They enhance understanding and encourage critical thinking by allowing students
to analyze practical situations.

Q: Are there economic textbooks that focus specifically on
environmental economics?

A: Yes, there are several economic textbooks that focus on environmental economics, such as
"Environmental Economics: A Very Short Introduction" by Stephen T. M. P. Hargreaves, which
explores the economic aspects of environmental issues and policies.
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economic textbooks: The Economics Anti-Textbook Rod Hill, Tony Myatt, 2010-03-11
Mainstream textbooks present economics as an objective science free from value judgements; that
settles disputes by testing hypotheses; that applies a pre-determined body of principles; and
contains policy prescriptions supported by a consensus of professional opinion. The Economics
Anti-Textbook argues that this is a myth - one which is not only dangerously misleading but also
bland and boring. It challenges the mainstream textbooks' assumptions, arguments, models and
evidence. It puts the controversy and excitement back into economics to reveal a fascinating and a
vibrant field of study - one which is more an 'art of persuasion' than it is a science. The Economics
Anti-Textbook's chapters parallel the major topics in the typical text, beginning with a boiled-down
account of them before presenting an analysis and critique. Drawing on the work of leading
economists, the Anti-Textbook lays bare the blind spots in the texts and their sins of omission and
commission. It shows where hidden value judgements are made and when contrary evidence is
ignored. It shows the claims made without any evidence and the alternative theories that aren't
mentioned. It shows the importance of power, social context and legal framework. The Economics
Anti-Textbook is the students' guide to decoding the textbooks and shows how real economics is
much more interesting than most economists are willing to let on.

economic textbooks: The Ultimate Guide to the Top 100 Textbooks Navneet Singh,
Introduction Textbooks are the foundation of education, providing in-depth knowledge, structured
learning, and essential references for students, professionals, and lifelong learners. Whether you're
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studying physics, mathematics, history, business, or literature, the right textbook can shape your
understanding and mastery of a subject. This guide highlights 100 of the most essential textbooks,
covering core academic disciplines, technical fields, and specialized subjects. Whether you're a
student, educator, or self-learner, these books will equip you with the knowledge you need to
succeed.

economic textbooks: The Making of Modern Economics Mark Skousen, 2015-05-18 Here is
a bold history of economics - the dramatic story of how the great economic thinkers built today's
rigorous social science. Noted financial writer and economist Mark Skousen has revised and
updated this popular work to provide more material on Adam Smith and Karl Marx, and expanded
coverage of Joseph Stiglitz, 'imperfect' markets, and behavioral economics.This comprehensive, yet
accessible introduction to the major economic philosophers of the past 225 years begins with Adam
Smith and continues through the present day. The text examines the contributions made by each
individual to our understanding of the role of the economist, the science of economics, and economic
theory. To make the work more engaging, boxes in each chapter highlight little-known - and often
amusing - facts about the economists' personal lives that affected their work.

economic textbooks: The Economic Reader Massimo M. Augello, Marco Enrico Luigi Guidi,
2012 The book studies the origins and evolution of economic textbooks in the nineteenth and early
twentieth century, up to the turning point represented by Paul Samuelsonae(tm)s Economics (1948),
which became the template for all the textbooks of the postwar period. The case studies included in
the book cover a large part of Europe, the British Commonwealth, the United States and Japan. Each
chapter examines various types of textbooks, from those aimed at self-education to those addressed
to university students, secondary school students, to the short manuals aimed at the popularisation
of political economy among workers and the middle classes. An introductory chapter examines this
phenomenon in a comparative and transnational perspective.

economic textbooks: Economics Campbell R. McConnell, Stanley L. Brue, Sean Masaki Flynn,
2009 McConnell and Brue’s Economics: Principles, Problems, and Policies is the leading Principles
of Economics textbook. It continues to be innovative while teaching students in a clear, unbiased
way. The 18th Edition builds upon the tradition of leadership by sticking to 3 main goals: help the
beginning student master the principles essential for understanding the economizing problem,
specific economic issues, and the policy alternatives; help the student understand and apply the
economic perspective and reason accurately and objectively about economic matters; and promote a
lasting student interest in economics and the economy.

economic textbooks: Economics William A. McEachern, 2003 In Economics: A Contemporary
Introduction, I draw upon more than a quarter century of teaching and research to convey the
vitality, timeliness, and evolving nature of economics. This book starts where the students are, not
where instructors would like them to be. This edition is filled with down-to-earth examples that turn
the abstract into the concrete to help students learn. Topics common to both macro- and
microeconomics are covered in the first four chapters. My approach to microeconomics underscores
the role of time and information in production and consumption. For macroeconomics I use the
aggregate demand and aggregate supply model to underscore the fundamental distinction between
the active approach and the passive approach. International issues are introduced early and
discussed often. I use case studies as real-world applications to reinforce ideas in the chapter and to
demonstrate the relevance of economic theory. - Preface.

economic textbooks: International Handbook on Teaching and Learning Economics Gail
Mitchell Hoyt, KimMarie McGoldrick, 2012 OThe International Handbook on Teaching and Learning
Economics is a power packed resource for anyone interested in investing time into the effective
improvement of their personal teaching methods, and for those who desire to teach students how to
think like an economist. It sets guidelines for the successful integration of economics into a wide
variety of traditional and non-traditional settings in college and graduate courses with some
attention paid to primary and secondary classrooms. . . The International Handbook on Teaching and
Learning Economics is highly recommended for all economics instructors and individuals supporting




economic education in courses in and outside of the major. This Handbook provides a multitude of
rich resources that make it easy for new and veteran instructors to improve their instruction in ways
promising to excite an increasing number of students about learning economics. This Handbook
should be on every instructorOs desk and referenced regularly.O D Tawni Hunt Ferrarini, The
American Economist OIn delightfully readable short chapters by leaders in the sub-fields who are
also committed teachers, this encyclopedia of how and what in teaching economics covers
everything. There is nothing else like it, and it should be required reading for anyone starting a
teaching career P and for anyone who has been teaching for fewer than 50 years!O D Daniel S.
Hamermesh, University of Texas, Austin, US The International Handbook on Teaching and Learning
Economics provides a comprehensive resource for instructors and researchers in economics, both
new and experienced. This wide-ranging collection is designed to enhance student learning by
helping economic educators learn more about course content, pedagogic techniques, and the
scholarship of the teaching enterprise. The internationally renowned contributors present an
exhaustive compilation of accessible insights into major research in economic education across a
wide range of topic areas including: ¥ Pedagogic practice D teaching techniques, technology use,
assessment, contextual techniques, and K-12 practices. ¥ Research findings D principles courses,
measurement, factors influencing student performance, evaluation, and the scholarship of teaching
and learning. ¥ Institutional/administrative issues b faculty development, the undergraduate and
graduate student, and international perspectives. ¥ Teaching enhancement initiatives b foundations,
organizations, and workshops. Grounded in research, and covering past and present knowledge as
well as future challenges, this detailed compendium of economics education will prove an invaluable
reference tool for all involved in the teaching of economics: graduate students, new teachers,
lecturers, faculty, researchers, chairs, deans and directors.

economic textbooks: The Microeconomics Anti-Textbook Rod Hill, Tony Myatt, 2021-12-02
Mainstream textbooks present economics as an objective science, free from value judgements. The
Microeconomics Anti-Textbook demonstrates this to be a myth - one which serves to make such
textbooks not only off-puttingly bland, but also dangerously misleading in their justification of the
status quo and neglect of alternatives. In this fully updated and expanded edition of their celebrated
book, Professors Rod Hill and Tony Myatt lay out the essentials of each topic in the standard texts in
a clear and concise way, before presenting an 'anti-text' analysis and critique. Challenging the
assumptions, arguments, and models, Hill and Myatt provide the essential guide to decoding the
textbooks, and show that real economics is far more interesting - and subversive - than the simplistic
version presented to students.

economic textbooks: The Macroeconomics Anti-Textbook Tony Myatt, 2022-10-20 Mainstream
textbooks present economics as an objective science, free from value judgements. This book
demonstrates this to be a myth - one which serves to make such textbooks not only off-puttingly
bland, but also dangerously misleading in their justification of the status quo and neglect of
alternatives. In this much-needed companion volume to the popular Microeconomics Anti-Textbook,
Tony Myatt reveals how the blind spots and methodological problems present in microeconomics
continue to exert their influence in mainstream macroeconomics. From a flawed conception of the
labour market, to a Pollyana view of the financial sector, macroeconomic principles as they are set
out in conventional undergraduate textbooks consistently fail to set out a realistic, useful, or
equitable framework for understanding the world. By summarising and then critically evaluating the
major topics found in a typical macroeconomics textbook, the Anti-Textbook lays bare their sins of
omission and commission, showing where hidden value judgements are made and when contrary
evidence and alternative theories are ignored. The Macroeconomics Anti-Textbook is the student's
essential guide to decoding mainstream macroeconomic textbooks, and demonstrating how
real-world economics are much more interesting than most economists are willing to let on.

economic textbooks: The College Textbook Publishing Industry in the U.S. 2000-2022
Albert N. Greco, 2023-05-17 This book explores the college textbook publishing industry, from its
inception in medieval universities, through the late 20th century, to the present day which has led to



an existential crisis for some publishers. The various sections in this book offers a comprehensive
analysis of the substantive developments, problems, and concerns about a myriad of major issues
that confronted the higher education textbook sector after 2000. Chapters incorporate highly
reliable textbook statistical sources as well as a review of some marketing theories utilized by these
publishers (e.g., understanding the threat of substitute products; the sale of used and rental texts;
the sale of new digital textbooks).

economic textbooks: From Economics to Political Economy Tim B. Thornton, 2016-07-22 The
discipline of economics has been increasingly criticized for its inability to illuminate the workings of
the real world and to provide reliable policy guidance for the major economic and social challenges
of our time. A central problem in contemporary economics, and a problem from which many of its
other failings flow, is its lack of plurality. By a lack of plurality it is meant that contemporary
economics lacks diversity in its methods, theories, epistemology and methodology. It is also meant
that economics has become far less interdisciplinary. From Economics to Political Economy offers an
explanation as to why economics has become so determinedly non-pluralistic, and also gives
considerable attention to exploring and evaluating promising strategies for reform. These strategies
include developing a pluralist economics under the label of ‘political economy’ within other social
science departments (such as departments of politics). Along the way the reader will learn about the
worldwide student movement seeking greater pluralism in economics, encounter some dramatic
case studies in intellectual suppression, gain a fuller sense of the nature of contemporary economics
and explore the relationship between economics and other social sciences. This book is of interest to
any social scientist, particularly those with interests in economics and politics.

economic textbooks: Essays in the History of Economics William Henderson, Kirk D. Johnson,
Marianne F. Johnson, Warren J. Samuels, 2004-05-20 Under the impressive editorship of Warren
Samuels et al, this book addresses the state of the history of economic thought today. A relevant and
important contribution to economics that will develop an unsurprising number of fans.

economic textbooks: Reintroducing Macroeconomics Steven Mark Cohn, 2015-01-28 This
lively introduction to heterodox economics provides a balanced critique of the standard introductory
macroeconomic curriculum. In clear and accessible prose, it explains many of the key principles that
underlie a variety of alternative theoretical perspectives (including institutionalist economics,
radical economics, Post Keynesian economics, feminist economics, ecological economics, Marxist
economics, social economics, and socioeconomics). Because the book's structure parallels the
chapters and subject matter presented in a typical introductory macroeconomics textbook,
Reintroducing Macroeconomics provides readers with a running commentary on the standard
approach, while simultaneously introducing them to a broader range of ideas about the causes and
appropriate policy responses to a wide range of common economic problems. Although designed
primarily as a companion volume for students in introductory economics courses, the book can also
be used effectively for more targeted applications that highlight a particular economic issue or
approach. It will be of particular interest to students in related disciplines (such as American
Studies, anthropology, black studies, environmental studies, gender studies, history, political
science, and sociology) who may be required to take introductory economics classes and who are
interested in gaining an alternative perspective. By demonstrating the vitality and common ground
underlying a broad spectrum of heterodox approaches, Reintroducing Macroeconomics brings
alternative perspectives into the classroom in an accessible way that empowers students to think
about the economy in new and exciting ways. The text includes end-of-chapter study questions, as
well as a detailed note to instructors.

economic textbooks: Teaching Pluralism in Economics John Groenewegen, 2007-01-01 This
volume is concerned with the different schools within the discipline of economics (theoretical
pluralism) and the relationship of economics to other disciplines, such as sociology, political science
and philosophy (interdisciplinarity). It addresses the important implications of pluralism and
interdisciplinarity for teaching economics at both undergraduate and graduate level and argues that
the economics curriculum should pay equal attention to these new perspectives rather than




concentrate on the traditional neoclassical mainstream. The distinguished contributors highlight the
inherent challenges of presenting a combination of mainstream economics with more heterodox
approaches in such a way that the student is not confused, but better understands the possibilities
and limitations of different schools in economics, how to apply these different approaches, and when
the boundaries of the economics discipline have been reached how then a more interdisciplinary
approach can be followed. This volume attempts to offer insights into the content of such a revised
curriculum and the process of how to achieve this. This book will be required reading for every
serious teacher and student of economics. It will also be invaluable to anyone who questions the
validity of current economic orthodoxy.

economic textbooks: Natural Law and the Origin of Political Economy Arild Saether,
2017-06-26 Samuel Pufendorf’s work on natural law and political economy was extensive and has
been cited by several important figures in the history of economic thought. Yet his name is rarely
mentioned in textbooks on the history of economic thought, the history of political science or the
history of philosophy. In this unprecedented study, Arild Seether sheds new light both on Pufendorf’s
own life and work, as well as his influence on his contemporaries and on later scholars. This book
explores Pufendorf ’s doctrines of political economy and his work on natural law, which was
translated into several major European languages. Natural Law and the Origin of Political Economy
considers the influence he had on the writings on political economy of John Locke, Charles
Montesquieu, Jean-Jacques Rousseau, Francis Hutcheson and Adam Smith, amongst others. If Smith
can be called the father of modern economics, this book claims that Pufendorf can be called the
grandfather. This volume is of great importance to those who study Pufendorf ’s extensive works, as
well as those interested in history of economic thought, political economy and political philosophy.

economic textbooks: An International Perspective on Economic Education William B. Walstad,
2012-12-06 Economics is taught in some form in the secondary schools of nations throughout the
world. The subject is rarely taught in elementary schools, and while economics courses are offered
in universities, the majority of students end their formal education with secondary school. Thus, the
best opportunity for the economic education of the youth of a nation occurs in secondary schools.
This book examines economic education at this critical level of the educational system. The teaching
of economics in secondary schools varies across countries. These differences occur because of
history, the structure of education, and other national factors. At the same time, there are common
elements in the economic education of many countries, especially in content coverage. This contrast
between the common features and the uniqueness of economic education in secondary schools of
major industrial nations exemplifies the international perspective presented in this book. The
international perspective is developed in the six sections of the volume. The first section discusses
why nations should include economics in school curricula, and presents a framework for teaching
economics that should have global appeal. Dissension and consensus on economic issues among
North American and European economists are examined in the second section. The third section
surveys the U.S. research literature on precollege economic education and assesses the current
state of economics instruction in U.S. schools. The economics curricula and educational practices in
seven other nations -- the U.K., Canada, Japan, Germany, Austria, Korea, and Australia -- are
described in the fourth and fifth sections. The fifth section also presents international comparisons
of economic understanding based on national testing in six of those nations. The sixth and final
section explores the role of economic education in centrally planned economies, and its effects on
the transition to a market economy, using Russia, Bulgaria, and China as case studies.

economic textbooks: American Educational History Journal J. Wesley Null, 2007-08-01 The
American Educational History Journal is a peer?reviewed, national research journal devoted to the
examination of educational topics using perspectives from a variety of disciplines. The editors of
AEH] encourage communication between scholars from numerous disciplines, nationalities,
institutions, and backgrounds. Authors come from a variety of disciplines including political science,
curriculum, history, philosophy, teacher education, and educational leadership. Acceptance for
publication in AEH] requires that each author present a well?articulated argument that deals



substantively with questions of educational history.

economic textbooks: Advancing Pluralism in Teaching Economics Samuel Decker,
Wolfram Elsner, Svenja Flechtner, 2018-09-03 The complex economic problems of the 21st century
require a pluralist, real-world oriented and innovative discipline of economics that is capable of
addressing and teaching these issues to students. This volume is a state-of-the-art compilation of
diverse, innovative and international perspectives on the rationales for and pathways towards
pluralist economics teaching. It fosters constructive controversy aiming to incite authors and
commentators to engage in fruitful debates. This volume addresses a number of key questions: Why
is it important for a social science to engage in pluralistic teaching? What issues does pluralist
teaching face in different national contexts? Which traditions and practices in economic teaching
make pluralist teaching difficult? What makes economics as a canonical textbook science particular
and how could the rigid textbook system be innovated in a meaningful way? What can we learn from
school education and other social science disciplines? Through examining these issues the editors
have created a pluralist but cohesive book on teaching economics in the contemporary classroom
drawing from ideas and examples from around the world. Advancing Pluralism in Teaching
Economics offers a valuable insight into the methodology and application of pluralist economics
teaching. It will be a great resource for those teaching economics at various levels, as well as
researchers.

economic textbooks: Galvin - Economic Inequality and Energy Consumption in Developed
Countries Ray Galvin, 2019-10-31 Inequality and Energy: How Extremes of Wealth and Poverty in
High Income Countries Affect CO2 Emissions and Access to Energy challenges energy consumption
researchers in developed countries to reorient their research frameworks to include the effects of
economic inequality within the scope of their investigations, and calls for a new set of paradigms for
energy consumption research. The book explores concrete examples of energy deprivation due to
inequality, and provides conceptual tools to explore this in relation to other issues regarding energy
consumption. It thereby urges that energy consumption approaches be updated for a world of
increasing inequality. Extreme economic inequality has increased within developed countries over
the past three decades. The effects of inequality are now seen increasingly in health, housing
affordability, crime and social cohesion. There are signs it may even threaten democracy.
Researchers are also exploring its effects on energy consumption. One of their key findings is that
less privileged groups have lost consistent access to basic energy services like warm homes and
affordable transport, leading to huge disparities of climate damaging emissions between rich and
poor. - Provides overwhelming evidence of the persistent and increasing income inequality and
wealth inequality in developed countries over the past three decades - Showcases recent empirical
work that explores correlates of this inequality with energy consumption behavior and some of the
key problems of access to adequate energy services - Shows the connections between these findings
and the existing ways of researching energy consumption behavior and policy

economic textbooks: Economic Pluralism Robert F Garnett Jr, Erik Olsen, Martha Starr,
2009-09-10 Economists in the post-Cold War era are increasingly circumspect about universal,
one-size-fits-all conceptions of human behaviour and economic institutions. Contemporary economics
is thus marked by a nascent pluralism. Economic Pluralism brings these pluralist sensibilities to the
fore. Its twenty original essays explore the positive potential and critical limits of pluralism in
economic theory, philosophy, institutions, and policies, and education. These twenty original essays
reflect the maturity and breadth of pluralist scholarship in economics today. The first eight chapters
(including critical essays by Tony Lawson, Diana Strassmann et al., Frederic Lee, and David
Colander) stake out contentious positions on the value of pluralism in economic theory and
philosophy. The remaining chapters explore the meaning and consequences of pluralism in economic
education, institutions, and policies. This volume provides a unique second generation discussion of
pluralism in economics. Its twenty original essays stake out contentious positions on pluralism in
economic theory, philosophy, institutions, and policies, and education, reflecting multiple
generations and traditions of thought. It is a volume certain to spur wider conversation about the




scope and value of economic pluralism for the 21st century. This volume would be of most interest
as a supplementary text for graduate or undergraduate courses that include units on heterodox
economics or economic philosophy.
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