documentary filmmaking textbooks

documentary filmmaking textbooks serve as invaluable resources for aspiring flmmakers, educators,
and seasoned professionals alike. These textbooks cover a diverse range of topics within the realm of
documentary filmmaking, including theory, techniques, ethics, and the practical aspects of production.
By delving into these texts, readers can gain a comprehensive understanding of the documentary
genre, its historical context, and its evolving nature in the digital age. This article will explore the
significance of documentary filmmaking textbooks, highlight essential titles, and discuss the key areas

they address, such as pre-production, production, and post-production processes.

In addition, we will examine how these resources are instrumental in enhancing both theoretical
knowledge and practical skills, making them essential for anyone interested in the art of documentary

filmmaking. The following sections will provide an organized overview of the topics discussed.
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Key Topics Covered in Documentary Filmmaking Textbooks

Documentary filmmaking textbooks encompass a wide array of topics that are essential for
understanding the genre. These topics include the history of documentary film, various documentary
styles, narrative structures, cinematography techniques, sound design, editing, and much more. By
studying these areas, readers can develop a holistic understanding of what it takes to create a

compelling documentary.

Furthermore, these textbooks often emphasize the importance of research and storytelling in
documentaries. Understanding the subjects being covered, as well as the historical and cultural
contexts, is crucial for producing meaningful content. Many textbooks also address the technical skills

needed for filming, such as camera operation, lighting, and sound recording.

In addition to technical skills, there is a significant focus on the ethical considerations involved in
documentary filmmaking. This includes the responsibilities filmmakers have to their subjects, the
audience, and the broader community. As the documentary genre often deals with real-life issues,

understanding the ethical implications is paramount.

Essential Documentary Filmmaking Textbooks

Numerous textbooks have gained recognition for their contributions to the field of documentary

filmmaking. Below is a list of some essential titles that aspiring flmmakers should consider:

e “Directing the Documentary” by Michael Rabiger - This comprehensive guide covers all aspects

of documentary filmmaking and is particularly well-known for its practical insights.

e “Documentary Storytelling: Creative Nonfiction on Screen” by Sheila Curran Bernard - This book
delves into the narrative aspects of documentary flmmaking, emphasizing storytelling

techniques.



e “The Documentary Film Movement: An Anthology” edited by lan Aitken - This anthology provides

critical essays on the evolution of documentary film and its various movements.

e “Making Documentary Films and Videos: A Practical Guide to Planning, Filming, and Editing
Documentaries” by Barry Hampe - This practical guide is aimed at filmmakers looking for step-

by-step instructions on the production process.

e “The Art of Documentary: Fifteen Conversations with Leaders in the Field” by Megan L. Smith -
This book features interviews with prominent documentary filmmakers, offering insights into their

creative processes.

The Importance of Theory in Documentary Filmmaking

Theory plays a crucial role in understanding documentary filmmaking. It provides a framework for
analyzing films and comprehending the various methodologies employed by filmmakers. Textbooks
often include theoretical discussions that explore the evolution of documentary styles, such as

observational, participatory, expository, and reflexive documentaries.

By examining these theories, students can learn to identify and critique different approaches to
storytelling and representation. Understanding theoretical concepts also enables filmmakers to make
informed decisions about their own projects, as they evaluate the most effective ways to convey their

messages.

Moreover, the historical context provided in these textbooks allows filmmakers to appreciate the
genre's roots and how it has transformed over time. This historical perspective is essential for anyone

looking to innovate within the field.



Hands-On Skills and Practical Techniques

Practical skills are at the heart of documentary filmmaking, and textbooks are an excellent source of
guidance on this front. They typically offer detailed explanations of the technical aspects of filming,

including camera operation, lighting setups, and sound recording techniques.

In addition, many textbooks provide valuable advice on pre-production planning, such as developing a
shooting script, creating a budget, and conducting interviews. Practical exercises and case studies
often accompany the theoretical content, allowing readers to apply their knowledge in real-world

scenarios.

Furthermore, post-production techniques, including editing, sound design, and color correction, are
also covered extensively. Mastering these skills is vital for crafting a polished and engaging final

product.

Ethics and Responsibility in Documentary Filmmaking

Ethics is an increasingly significant concern in the field of documentary filmmaking. Textbooks often
emphasize the importance of ethical considerations in the treatment of subjects, the representation of

truth, and the impact of the documentary on audiences and communities.

Documentary filmmakers have a responsibility to portray their subjects honestly and respectfully. This
includes obtaining informed consent, representing their subjects’ stories accurately, and being mindful

of how their work might affect individuals and communities depicted in the film.

Furthermore, the ethical implications of documentary filmmaking extend to issues of cultural sensitivity
and the potential for exploitation. Understanding these factors is crucial for any filmmaker who wishes

to create documentaries that are not only compelling but also socially responsible.

Conclusion

Documentary filmmaking textbooks are essential tools for anyone looking to understand or excel in the

field of documentary production. They cover a wide range of topics, from theoretical frameworks to



practical skills, and emphasize the importance of ethical considerations. By engaging with these texts,
aspiring filmmakers can develop a comprehensive understanding of the documentary genre and hone

their craft effectively.

As the landscape of documentary filmmaking continues to evolve with new technologies and changing
audience expectations, these textbooks remain relevant resources for navigating the complexities of

storytelling in the real world.

Q: What are the key benefits of reading documentary filmmaking

textbooks?

A: Documentary filmmaking textbooks provide a comprehensive foundation in both theory and practice.
They enhance understanding of the genre's history, various styles, ethical considerations, and

technical skills necessary for successful filmmaking.

Q: Are there specific textbooks recommended for beginners in

documentary filmmaking?

A: Yes, titles such as “Making Documentary Films and Videos” by Barry Hampe and “Directing the
Documentary” by Michael Rabiger are highly recommended for beginners, as they cover foundational

concepts and practical production techniques.

Q: How do documentary filmmaking textbooks address ethical

considerations?

A: Many textbooks include dedicated sections on ethics, discussing topics such as informed consent,

cultural sensitivity, and the responsibilities filmmakers have to their subjects and audiences.



Q: What role does storytelling play in documentary filmmaking

textbooks?

A: Storytelling is a critical component covered in documentary filmmaking textbooks, emphasizing

narrative structures and techniques that engage audiences and convey powerful messages.

Q: Can documentary filmmaking textbooks help with post-production

skills?

A: Absolutely. Many textbooks provide in-depth discussions on editing, sound design, and other post-
production techniques, offering practical guidance to help filmmakers complete their projects

successfully.

Q: How do documentary filmmaking textbooks incorporate real-world

examples?

A: Textbooks often include case studies, interviews with filmmakers, and practical exercises that allow

readers to see the application of theory in real-world documentary projects.

Q: What is the significance of understanding documentary film history?

A: Understanding the history of documentary filmmaking allows filmmakers to appreciate the evolution

of the genre, identify influential works, and innovate based on established practices and movements.

Q: Are there textbooks focused on specific documentary styles?

A: Yes, some textbooks specialize in particular documentary styles, such as observational or
participatory documentary, providing insights into the unique techniques and narratives associated with

each style.



Q: How often do new documentary filmmaking textbooks get

published?

A: New documentary filmmaking textbooks are published regularly, especially as technology and

industry practices evolve, reflecting the latest trends and innovations in the field.

Q: Do documentary filmmaking textbooks address the impact of digital

media on the genre?

A: Many contemporary textbooks discuss the influence of digital media, exploring how platforms like
streaming services and social media have transformed documentary filmmaking and audience

engagement strategies.
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documentary filmmaking textbooks: The Documentary Film Book Brian Winston, 2019-07-25
Powerfully posing questions of ethics, ideology, authorship and form, documentary film has never
been more popular than it is today. Edited by one of the leading British authorities in the field, The
Documentary Film Book is an essential guide to current thinking on documentary film. In a series of
fascinating essays, key international experts discuss the theory of documentary, outline current
understandings of its history (from pre-Flaherty to the post-Griersonian world of digital 'i-Docs'),
survey documentary production (from Africa to Europe, and from the Americas to Asia), consider
documentaries by marginalised minority communities, and assess its contribution to other
disciplines and arts. Brought together here in one volume, these scholars offer compelling evidence
as to why, over the last few decades, documentary has come to the centre of screen studies.

documentary filmmaking textbooks: The Documentary Filmmaking Master Class Betsy
Chasse, 2019-11-05 A realist with a sense of humor, Chasse is both stringent and encouraging as she
covers every aspect of creating a successful production. —Booklist starred review How to Make and
Distribute a Documentary without Losing Your Mind or Going Broke Documentary filmmaking
requires more than just a passion for the subject, whether it be one’s personal story or that of
someone else, a historical event or a startling discovery, a political movement or a heinous crime.
Making a documentary and getting it in front of an audience requires determination, careful
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planning, money, and a strong production team. With over thirty years of experience in filmmaking,
author Betsy Chasse mentors readers every step of the way with a down-to-earth approach and
invaluable advice. Chapters cover topics such as: Choosing a Subject Developing a Business Plan
Securing Financial Backing Assembling a Production Team Nailing Interviews and Shooting B-Roll
Getting through Post-Production Distributing and Marketing the Film Both novices and experienced
filmmakers will benefit from this all-inclusive guide. With the right knowledge, persistence, and The
Documentary Filmmaking Master Class in their camera bags, readers will not only turn their visions
into reality, they’ll be able to share the results with others and navigate the process with confidence.

documentary filmmaking textbooks: Speaking Truths with Film Bill Nichols, 2016-04-05
What issues, of both form and content, shape the documentary film? What role does visual evidence
play in relation to a documentary's arguments about the world in which we live? Can a documentary
be believed, and why or why not? How do documentaries abide by or subvert ethical expectations?
Are mockumentaries a form of subversion? In what ways can the documentary be an aesthetic
experience and at the same time have political or social impact? And how can such impacts be
empirically measured? Pioneering film scholar Bill Nichols investigates the ways in which
documentaries strive for accuracy and truthfulness, but simultaneously fabricate a form that shapes
reality. Such films may rely on re-enactment to re-create the past, storytelling to provide satisfying
narratives, and rhetorical figures such as metaphor and expressive forms such as irony to make a
point. In many ways documentaries are a fiction unlike any other. With clarity and passion, Nichols
offers close readings of several provocative documentaries including Land without Bread, Restrepo,
The Thin Blue Line, The Act of Killing, and Steve Jobs: The Man in the Machine as part of an
authoritative examination of the layered approaches and delicate ethical balance demanded of
documentary filmmakers--Provided by publisher.

documentary filmmaking textbooks: Directing the Documentary Michael Rabiger, Courtney
Hermann, 2020-05-10 Directing the Documentary is the definitive book on the documentary form,
that will allow you to master the craft of documentary filmmaking. Focusing on the hands-on work
needed to make your concept a reality, it covers the documentary filmmaking process from top to
bottom, providing in-depth lessons on every aspect of preproduction, production, and
postproduction. The book includes dozens of projects, practical exercises, and thought-provoking
questions, and offers best practices for researching and honing your documentary idea, developing a
crew, guiding your team, and much more. This fully revised and updated 7th edition also includes
brand new content on the rise of the documentary series, the impact of video on-demand and
content aggregators, updated information on prosumer and professional video (including 4K+),
coverage of new audio & lighting solutions and trends in post-production, coverage of the immersive
documentary, and provides practical sets of solutions for low, medium, and high budget
documentary film productions throughout. The companion website has also been fully updated to a
variety of new projects and forms. By combining expert advice on the storytelling process, the
technical aspects of filmmaking and commentary on the philosophical underpinnings of the art, this
book provides the practical and holistic understanding you need to become a highly regarded,
original, and ethical contributor to the genre. Ideal for both aspiring and established documentary
filmmakers, this book has it all.

documentary filmmaking textbooks: The This Much is True - 15 Directors on
Documentary Filmmaking James Quinn, 2013-01-03 Interest in documentary filmmaking has
never been greater. There are more documentaries now playing in mainstream cinemas than ever
before. The Documentary Masterclass offers an engaging insight into the techniques of ten leading
documentary directors.

documentary filmmaking textbooks: Creative Documentary Wilma de Jong, Erik Knudsen,
Jerry Rothwell, 2014-01-21 What does it mean to be a documentary filmmaker in today's world? How
are new technologies changing documentary filmmaking? What new forms of documentary are
emerging? Recent technological developments have made the making and distribution of
documentary films easier and more widespread than ever before. Creative Documentary: Theory and




Practice is an innovative and essential guide that comprehensively embraces these changing
contexts and provides you with the ideas, methods, and critical understanding to support successful
documentary making. It helps the aspiring 'total filmmaker' understand the contemporary contexts
for production, equipping you also with the understanding of creativity and visual storytelling you'll
need to excel. Bridging the gap between theory and practice, it outlines the contemporary,
institutional, practical and financial contexts for production - always encouraging innovation and
originality. Key features: Five sections covering creativity and creative documentary and the
contemporary creative industries: strategies for developing documentary ideas; the art of
documentary narrative; digital production methods; new documentary forms; distribution and
financing. Provides a comprehensive overview of critical thought and techniques in digital
documentary filmmaking. Authors and specialist contributors combine the experience, knowledge
and skills of academics and media professionals working in the industry. Practical case studies
support analysis and reflection. Exercises, checklists, interviews with professionals and further
reading materials accompany each chapter. A historical overview of world documentary. Creative
Documentary: Theory and Practice is an essential guide for those engaged in the study and practice
of documentary theory and making, as well as key reading for those more broadly interested in
video, film and media theory and production.

documentary filmmaking textbooks: New Documentary Stella Bruzzi, 2006-09-27 Praise for
New Documentary: 'It's refreshing to find a book that cuts through the tired old debates that have
surrounded documentary film and television. It heralds a welcome new approach.' Sight and Sound
'Documentary practice changes so fast that books on the subject are often out of date before they
are published. Bruzzi's achievement is to have understood the genre as an activity based on
performance rather than observation. This is a fresh perspective which illuminates the fundamental
shifts that will continue to take place in the genre as it enters its second century.' John Ellis,
Professor of Media Arts, Royal Holloway, University of London New Documentary provides a
contemporary look at documentary and fresh and challenging ways of theorising the non-fiction film.
As engaging as the original, this second edition features thorough updates to the existing chapters,
as well as a brand new chapter on contemporary cinema release documentaries. This new edition
includes: Contemporary films such as Capturing the Friedmans, Etre et avoir, Farenheit 9/11, The
Fog of War and Touching the Void as well as more canonical texts such as Hoop Dreams and Shoah
Additional interviews with influential practitioners, such as director Michael Apted and producer
Stephen Lambert A comprehensively revised discussion of modern observational documentary,
including docusoaps, reality television and formatted documentaries The work of documentary
filmmakers such as Nicholas Barker, Errol Morris, Nick Broomfield, Molly Dineen and Michael
Moore and the work of Avant-Garde filmmakers such as Chris Marker and Patrick Keiller Gender
identity, queer theory, performance, race and spectatorship. Bruzzi shows how theories of
documentary filmmaking can be applied to contemporary texts and genres, and discusses the
relationship between recent, innovative examples of the genre and the more established canon of
documentary.

documentary filmmaking textbooks: A New History of Documentary Film Betsy A. McLane,
2013-03-28 A New History of Documentary Film, Second Edition offers a much-needed resource,
considering the very rapid changes taking place within documentary media. Building upon the
best-selling 2005 edition, Betsy McLane keeps the same chronological examination, factual
reliability, ease of use and accessible prose style as before, while also weaving three new threads -
Experimental Documentary, Visual Anthropology and Environmental/Nature Films - into the
discussion. She provides emphasis on archival and preservation history, present practices, and
future needs for documentaries. Along with preservation information, specific problems of copyright
and fair use, as they relate to documentary, are considered. Finally, A History of Documentary Film
retains and updates the recommended readings and important films and the end of each chapter
from the first edition, including the bibliography and appendices. Impossible to talk learnedly about
documentary film without an audio-visual component, a companion website will increase its depth of




information and overall usefulness to students, teachers and film enthusiasts.

documentary filmmaking textbooks: The Documentary Film Makers Handbook, 2nd
Edition Genevieve Jolliffe, Andrew Zinnes, 2012-05-10 A comprehensive, advice-packed handbook to
the world of low-budget, DIY documentary filmmaking - filled with interviews and case studies.

documentary filmmaking textbooks: New Challenges for Documentary Alan Rosenthal,
1988 The first edition of this book provided a major stimulus for teaching about documentary film
and television and fresh encouragement for critical thinking about practice. This second edition
brings together many new contributions both from academics and filmmakers, reflecting shifts both
in documentary production itself, and in ways of discussing it. Once again, the emphasis has been on
clear and provocative writing, sympathetic to the practical challenges of documentary filmmaking
but making connections with a range of work in media and communications analysis.With its wide
range of contributors and the international scope of its agenda, this will be essential reading for
general filmmakers and documentary students both of academic and practical inclinations.

documentary filmmaking textbooks: Documentary Filmmaking John Hewitt, Gustavo
Vazquez, 2014 Documentary Filmmaking: A Contemporary Field Guide, Second Edition, is a
skills-oriented, step-by-step guide to creating documentary films, from the initial idea phase to
distribution. Thoroughly updated to highlight the effects of technological advances and social media,
this compact handbook offers something for all types of students: documentary recommendations
(for the film buff); illustrations, examples, and commentary from working documentary makers,
producers, editors, and distributors (for the more grounded, visual learner); the latest trends in
Internet video (for the more techie documentarian); and practical financial tips, fundraising ideas,
and legal considerations (for the more idealistic-and not always realistic-visionary).

documentary filmmaking textbooks: Introduction to Documentary, Fourth Edition Bill
Nichols, JaimieBaron, 2024-08-06 The fourth edition of Bill Nichols's best-selling text, Introduction
to Documentary, has been vastly altered in its entirety to bring this indispensable textbook up to
date and reconceptualize aspects of its treatment of documentaries past and present. Here Nichols,
with Jaimie Baron, has edited each chapter for clarity and ease of use and expanded the book with
updates and new ideas. Featuring abundant examples and images, Introduction to Documentary,
Fourth Edition is designed to facilitate a rich understanding of how cinema can be used to document
the historical world as it is seen by a wide variety of filmmakers. Subjectivity, expressivity,
persuasiveness, and credibility are crucial factors that move documentary film away from objective
documentation and toward the thought-provoking realm of arguments, perceptions, and perspectives
that draw from a filmmaker's unique sensibility to help us see the world as we have not seen it
before. Exploring ethics, history, different modes of documentary, key social issues addressed, and
both the origins and evolution of this form, this updated volume also offers guidance on how to write
about documentaries and how to begin the process of making one. Introduction to Documentary,
Fourth Edition will be of use not only to film students but also those in adjacent fields where visual
representations of reality play an important role: journalism, sociology, anthropology, feminist and
ethnic studies, among others.

documentary filmmaking textbooks: Writing, Directing, and Producing Documentary
Films and Videos, Fourth Edition Alan Rosenthal, 1996-04 As Alan Rosenthal states in the preface
to this new edition of his acclaimed resource for filmmakers, Writing, Directing, and Producing
Documentary Films and Videos is “a book about storytelling—how to tell great and moving stories
about fascinating people, whether they be villains or heroes.” In response to technological advances
and the growth of the documentary hybrid in the past five years, Rosenthal reconsiders how one
approaches documentary filmmaking in the twenty-first century. Simply and clearly, he explains how
to tackle day-to-day problems, from initial concept through distribution. He demonstrates his ideas
throughout the book with examples from key filmmakers’ work. New aspects of this fourth edition
include a vital new chapter titled Making Your First Film, and a considerable enlargement of the
section for producers, Staying Alive, which includes an extensive discussion of financing, marketing,
festivals, and distribution. This new edition offers a revised chapter on nonlinear editing, more



examples of precise and exacting proposals, and the addition of a complex budget example with
explanation of the budgeting process. Discussion of documentary hybrids, with suggestions for
mastering changes and challenges, has also been expanded, while the “Family Films” chapter
includes updated information that addresses rapid expansion in this genre.

documentary filmmaking textbooks: Introduction to Documentary Bill Nichols, 2001-11-12
Introduction to Documentary provides a one-of-a-kind overview of the most important topics and
issues in documentary history and criticism. Designed for students in any field that makes use of
visual evidence and persuasive strategies, from the law to anthropology, and from history to
journalism, this book spells out the distinguishing qualities of documentary. A wide-ranging and
freewheeling form of filmmaking, documentary has not yet received a proper, written introduction to
its public, or its future makers. Introduction to Documentary is not organized as a history of the form
although its examples span a century of filmmaking. Instead, this book offers suggestive answers to
basic issues that have stood at the center of all debate on documentary from its very beginnings to
today. Each chapter takes up a distinct question from How did documentary filmmaking get started?
to Why are ethical issues central to documentary? These questions move through issues of ethics,
form, modes, voice, history and politics, among others. A final chapter addresses the question of how
to write about documentary in a clear, convincing manner. Introduction to Documentary provides
the foundational key to further explorations in this exceptionally vital area of filmmaking today.

documentary filmmaking textbooks: Directing the Documentary Michael Rabiger,
2014-08-22 Directing the Documentary, Sixth Edition is the definitive book on the form, offering
time-tested principles to help you master the craft. Ideal for documentary courses as well as aspiring
and established documentary filmmakers, this book has it all, with in-depth lessons and insider
perspectives on every aspect of preproduction, production, and postproduction. Focusing on the
hands-on work needed to make your concept a reality, this new edition covers it all, from the
fundamental to advanced elements of directing and more. It includes dozens of projects, practical
exercises, and thought-provoking questions, and provides best practices for researching and honing
your documentary idea, developing a crew, guiding your team, maintaining control throughout the
shoot, and much more. This new edition features: A two-stage cinematic learning process: camera
observation skills, then advanced storytelling Dozens of real-world exercises and case studies to
demystify production processes and enhance your skills Easy-to-comprehend guidance in the
creative, technical, and artistic aspects of directing Fresh coverage of the latest filmmaking
technology Expanded sections on grant writing and fundraising, emphasizing proposal and pitching
skills A self-assessment of your interviewing skills and expanded coverage of narration-writing A
companion website (www.directingthedocumentary.com) that includes handy production checklists
and forms, updated projects, exercises, and video examples In Directing the Documentary, Sixth
Edition Michael Rabiger combines expert advice on the storytelling process and technical aspects of
documentary filmmaking with sound commentary on the philosophical underpinnings of the art,
providing the practical and holistic understanding you need to become a highly-regarded, original,
and ethical contributor to the genre.

documentary filmmaking textbooks: Introduction to Documentary, Third Edition Bill Nichols,
2017-03-27 The third edition of Bill Nichols's best-selling text provides an up-to-date introduction to
the most important issues in documentary history and criticism. A new chapter, I Want to Make a
Documentary: Where Do I Start? guides readers through the steps of planning and preproduction
and includes an example of a project proposal for a film that went on to win awards at major
festivals. Designed for students in any field that makes use of visual evidence and persuasive
strategies, Introduction to Documentary identifies the genre's distinguishing qualities and teaches
the viewer how to read documentary film. Each chapter takes up a discrete question, from How did
documentary filmmaking get started? to Why are ethical issues central to documentary filmmaking?
Here Nichols has fully rewritten each chapter for greater clarity and ease of use, including revised
discussions of earlier films and new commentary on dozens of recent films from The Cove to The Act
of Killing and from Gasland to Restrepo.



documentary filmmaking textbooks: Psychoanalysis and Ethics in Documentary Film
Agnieszka Piotrowska, 2013-10-01 This distinctively interdisciplinary approach to the subject
encompasses filmmaking, psychoanalysis, philosophy and popular culture and offers a unique insight
into documentary film practice from a psychoanalytic perspective. At the heart of the enquiry is
belief that ‘transference-love’ is present in the documentary encounter. With a focus on
testimony-driven film and a foreword by Michael Renov, who calls this book 'a radical and
compelling account', Psychoanalysis and Ethics in Documentary Film covers a range of topics
including: Four fundamental concepts of psychoanalysis and documentary film A review of
documentary film practice A personal account of the author’s relationship with a subject of her own
work A thorough interrogation of the ethics of documentary Ideal for film studies scholars,
psychoanalysts, psychotherapists and psychotherapeutically engaged professionals, as well as
filmmakers, culture studies students and anyone interested in the process of documentary-making
and contemporary culture, this work offers a unique approach.

documentary filmmaking textbooks: Documentary Storytelling for Film and
Videomakers Sheila Curran Bernard, 2004 Written for anyone working in documentary films,
whether as producer, director, writer, editor, cinematographer, researcher, or production executive,
Documentary Storytelling offers practical advice for all stages of production, including proposal
writing, shooting, and editing. The book is filled with real-world examples drawn from the author's
career and the experiences of some of today's top documentarians, many of whom are interviewed
for the book. Special chapters explore documentary storytelling as practiced by Ric Burns (New
York), Jeanne Jordan and Steven Ascher (Troublesome Creek), Susan Froemke (Lalee's Kin), and
other key filmmakers. --Book Jacket.

documentary filmmaking textbooks: A New History of Documentary Film Betsy A. McLane,
2023-01-26 An up-to-date historical overview of documentary history, the role of women in
documentary history, and consideration of newest trends and global filmmaking--

documentary filmmaking textbooks: Memory, Place and Autobiography Jill Daniels,
2019-01-03 There has been a significant growth in autobiographical documentary films in recent
years. This innovative book proposes that the filmmaker in her dual role as maker and subject may
act as a cultural guide in an exploration of the social world. It argues that, in the cinematic
mediation of memory, the mimetic approach in the construction of documentary films may not be
feasible, and memory may instead be evoked elliptically through hybrid strategies such as critical
realism and fictional enactment. Recognizing that identity is formed by history and what ‘goes on’ in
the world, the book charts the historical trajectory of the British independent filmmaking movement
from the mid-1970s to the present growth of new online distribution outlets and new media through
digital technologies and social media.
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