cantonese textbooks

cantonese textbooks are essential resources for anyone looking to learn the Cantonese language,
which is spoken by millions around the world, particularly in Hong Kong and parts of Southern
China. These textbooks provide structured learning paths, catering to various skill levels from
beginners to advanced learners. They typically include grammar explanations, vocabulary lists,
exercises, and cultural notes to enrich the learning experience. In this article, we will explore the
different types of Cantonese textbooks available, their key features, and recommendations for
effective learning. We will also discuss how to choose the right textbook based on your learning
goals and preferences.
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Understanding Cantonese Textbooks

Cantonese textbooks are specifically designed to teach the Cantonese dialect, which is distinct from
Mandarin Chinese. They often incorporate phonetic systems like Jyutping or Yale to help learners
pronounce words correctly. Textbooks vary by their focus, such as conversational Cantonese, formal
writing, or cultural nuances. Understanding the structure and content of these textbooks is crucial
for effective learning.

Importance of Textbooks in Language Learning

Textbooks serve as foundational tools in language education. They provide a systematic approach to
learning, which is particularly beneficial for language acquisition. With clearly defined lessons,
exercises, and assessments, textbooks can help learners track their progress and reinforce their
understanding. Moreover, they often include audio components or accompanying online resources,
enhancing the learning experience.

Types of Cantonese Textbooks

When selecting Cantonese textbooks, it is important to understand the different types available.
Each type caters to varying learning styles and objectives, which can significantly influence a



learner's success.

Beginner Textbooks

Beginner textbooks usually focus on basic vocabulary, simple sentence structures, and everyday
conversational phrases. They often introduce essential grammar points and pronunciation guides.
These textbooks are ideal for those who are new to Cantonese and require a solid foundation.

Intermediate and Advanced Textbooks

Intermediate and advanced textbooks delve deeper into complex grammar, nuanced vocabulary, and
idiomatic expressions. They often include readings, dialogues, and exercises that challenge learners
to apply their knowledge in more sophisticated contexts. These resources are suitable for learners
looking to achieve fluency and a deeper understanding of Cantonese culture.

Textbooks for Specific Purposes

Some textbooks focus on specific areas such as business Cantonese, travel, or academic writing.
These resources are tailored to meet the needs of learners who have particular goals, such as
conducting business in Hong Kong or preparing for academic studies in a Cantonese-speaking
environment.

Key Features of Effective Textbooks

Choosing the right Cantonese textbook involves looking for certain key features that enhance the
learning experience. An effective textbook should be comprehensive, engaging, and user-friendly.

Structured Lessons

Effective textbooks present information in a structured manner, making it easier for learners to
follow along. Each chapter should build on previous knowledge, gradually introducing more complex
concepts and vocabulary.

Practice Exercises

Practice exercises are essential for reinforcing learning. Good Cantonese textbooks include a variety
of exercises such as fill-in-the-blank, matching, and conversation practice to help solidify vocabulary
and grammar points.



Cultural Context

Understanding the cultural context of a language is crucial for effective communication. Textbooks
that provide cultural notes and context help learners appreciate the nuances of Cantonese, making
them more effective communicators within the culture.

Recommendations for Learning Cantonese

For those looking to learn Cantonese effectively, the following textbooks are highly recommended
for their quality content and structured approach.

» Cantonese Made Easy - This series is ideal for beginners and covers essential vocabulary and
grammar with engaging exercises.

e Colloquial Cantonese - This textbook is great for those looking to improve conversational
skills, featuring practical dialogues and cultural insights.

e Complete Cantonese - A comprehensive guide that caters to all levels, offering in-depth
grammar and vocabulary exercises.

¢ Easy Cantonese - Focuses on day-to-day conversational phrases, making it perfect for
travelers and casual learners.

How to Choose the Right Textbook

Choosing the right Cantonese textbook can significantly impact your learning journey. Here are
some factors to consider when making your selection.

Identify Your Learning Style

Different learners have different styles. Some may prefer visual aids, while others benefit from audio
components. Identifying your learning style can help you select a textbook that matches your
preferences.

Set Clear Learning Goals

Before choosing a textbook, it is essential to set clear learning goals. Are you learning Cantonese for
travel, work, or personal interest? Understanding your motivation will guide you in selecting the
most appropriate resource.



Read Reviews and Get Recommendations

Reading reviews and obtaining recommendations from other learners or educators can provide
insights into the effectiveness of a textbook. Look for resources that have been positively reviewed
by multiple users.

Additional Resources for Cantonese Learners

While textbooks are crucial, supplementing your learning with additional resources can enhance
your language acquisition. Consider the following:

¢ Online Courses - Platforms like Coursera or Duolingo offer structured courses for learning
Cantonese.

e Language Exchange - Engaging in language exchange with native speakers can provide real-
world practice.

e Mobile Apps - Applications like HelloChinese or Drops can offer interactive vocabulary and
pronunciation practice.

¢ Local Classes - Joining a Cantonese class in your area can provide structured learning and
interaction with instructors.

By integrating textbooks with these additional resources, learners can create a well-rounded
approach to mastering Cantonese.

Q: What are the best Cantonese textbooks for beginners?

A: Some of the best Cantonese textbooks for beginners include "Cantonese Made Easy," which offers
a structured introduction to vocabulary and grammar, and "Colloquial Cantonese," which focuses on
practical conversations and cultural insights.

Q: Are there Cantonese textbooks available for advanced
learners?

A: Yes, advanced learners can benefit from textbooks like "Complete Cantonese," which provides in-
depth grammar and vocabulary, and "Advanced Cantonese," which tackles complex language
structures and idiomatic expressions.

Q: How important are cultural notes in Cantonese textbooks?

A: Cultural notes are crucial in Cantonese textbooks as they provide context for language use.



Understanding cultural nuances helps learners communicate more effectively and appropriately in
various scenarios.

Q: Can I learn Cantonese effectively with just a textbook?

A: While textbooks are valuable resources, combining them with practice through conversation,
listening, and immersive experiences will significantly enhance your learning efficiency and fluency.

Q: What resources can supplement my Cantonese textbook
learning?

A: In addition to textbooks, consider using online courses, language exchange partnerships, mobile
apps, and local classes to create a more comprehensive learning experience.

Q: How often should I practice with my Cantonese textbook?

A: Consistent practice is key to language learning. Aim to engage with your textbook daily, even if
for short periods, to reinforce your learning and make steady progress.

Q: Are there Cantonese textbooks that focus on business
language?

A: Yes, there are textbooks specifically designed for business Cantonese, such as "Business
Cantonese" which covers vocabulary and scenarios relevant to professional communication.

Q: Do Cantonese textbooks include audio resources?

A: Many contemporary Cantonese textbooks include audio resources, either as CDs or online access,
to assist learners with pronunciation and listening comprehension.

Q: What is the difference between Cantonese and Mandarin
textbooks?

A: Cantonese textbooks focus on the specific dialect, including unique vocabulary, pronunciation,
and cultural context, while Mandarin textbooks cater to a different set of phonetics, grammar, and
vocabulary relevant to Mandarin Chinese.

Q: Can I find Cantonese textbooks in English?

A: Yes, many Cantonese textbooks are written in English to assist non-native speakers in learning
the language efficiently, providing explanations and context in a familiar language.
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cantonese textbooks: Modern Cantonese Book 1 Siu-lun Lee, 2022-12-30 The first volume of
Modern Cantonese aims to provide solid linguistic training to beginner Cantonese learners,
highlighting cultural points with lively language scenarios. This book provides daily conversational
scenarios, such as introducing yourself and others, ordering food, going out with friends, shopping,
planning a weekend, and talking about hobbies and leisure activities, as well as holidays and
festivals. The scenarios cover daily settings with essential learning points, and on completion of the
course, learners will be able to understand questions and statements in Cantonese conversations
and will be able to discuss familiar everyday topics using simple sentences in Cantonese. The book is
ideal for students seeking to learn Cantonese as a second language at the novice level, based on
ACTFL speaking proficiency guidelines. It may also be of interest to language teachers and linguists
in the field of Cantonese as a second language.

cantonese textbooks: Cantonese as a Second Language John C. Wakefield, 2019-04-09
Cantonese is a language from southern China that is spoken by roughly 70 million people worldwide.
It is the language of Hong Kong cinema and has traditionally been the most prominent language
spoken in Chinatowns around the world. People choose to learn Cantonese for a variety of social and
economic reasons: because it is a heritage language that one’s relatives speak; because it is the
language of one’s partner and monolingual in-laws; because it is necessary for living and working in
Hong Kong, Macau, Guangzhou, or other Cantonese-speaking communities; because it is the bridge
to fully appreciating and understanding Cantonese culture; or simply because it is an irresistible
challenge. Whatever the motivation, more and more people are choosing to learn Cantonese as an
additional language. This book discusses many issues related to both acquiring and teaching
Cantonese. If you are a learner of Cantonese, this long overdue volume is essential to understanding
both the grammatical and the social issues involved with learning this notoriously difficult language.
If you are a teacher, this book will be invaluable to gaining insight into your students’ motivations
and needs. And finally, if you are an applied linguist, the unique aspects related to the acquisition of
Cantonese offer a fascinating contribution to the literature.

cantonese textbooks: Learn to Speak Cantonese 2 Jade Jia Ying Wu, 2021-03-03 It is not easy
to leave one’s comfort zone to learn a new language and adapt to a new culture, as you might have
learned from Gabriel in Book 1. In Book 2 of the Learn to Speak Cantonese series, meet Ben, a polar
bear, who’s starting an adventure with his best friend, Stormy, a Pomeranian dog. Together, the two
are traveling to Hong Kong to advocate for green living! In this book, you will join Ben and Stormy
as they spend twelve months living in Hong Kong and learning how to use Cantonese in everyday
life. These two characters will take you around the city and cover practical skills, such as
bargaining, acing a job interview, advocating for environmental sustainability, and more! Follow Ben
and Stormy as they teach you about Hong Kong’s culture and everything you need to communicate
in Cantonese.

cantonese textbooks: Multilingual Education Yearbook 2018 Indika Liyanage, 2018-03-15 This
volume examines how internationalization, stakeholders, and educational contexts have a reciprocal
influence on multilinguals and their communities both as individual and collective variables.
Therefore, the exploration of these variables and how they intersect and interact with worldwide
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phenomena like globalization, global citizenship, and responsive and responsible provisions of
education are the central foci of this volume. Contributors from different parts of the world draw on
analyses of various forms of data to foreground these foci with implications for effective multilingual
education practices in their contexts, and beyond. The Multilingual Education Yearbook publishes
high-quality empirical research on education in multilingual societies. It publishes research findings
that, in addition to providing descriptions of language learning, development and use in language
contact and multilingual contexts, will shape language education policy and practices in multilingual
societies.

cantonese textbooks: Complete Cantonese (Learn Cantonese with Teach Yourself) Hugh
Baker, Ho Pui-Kei, 2012-05-18 Is this the right course for me? This new and improved Edition of
Complete Cantonese will take you effortlessly from beginner to confident speaker. Whether you are
starting from scratch, or are just out of practice, Complete Cantonese will guarantee success! It is
fully updated to make your language experience fun and interactive. You can still rely on the benefits
of a top language teacher with years of teaching experience, but now with added learning features
within the course and online. The course is structured in thematic units and the emphasis is placed
on communication, so that you effortlessly progress from introducing yourself and dealing with
everyday situations to using the phone and talking about work. This course uses the widely-accepted
Yale Romanisation system and includes a helpful pronunciation guide at the beginning of the
textbook. By the end of this course, you will be at Level B2 of the Common European Framework for
Languages: can deal with most situations likely to arise whilst travelling in an area where the
language is spoken. Learn effortlessly with a new easy-to-read page design and interactive features:
Not got much time? One, five and ten-minute introductions to key principles to get you started
Author insights Lots of instant help with common problems and quick tips for success, based on the
author's many years of experience. Grammar tips Easy-to-follow building blocks to give you a clear
understanding. Useful vocabulary Easy to find and learn, to build a solid foundation for speaking.
Dialogues Read and listen to everyday dialogues to help you speak and understand fast.
Pronunciation Don't sound like a tourist! Perfect your pronunciation before you go. Test yourself
Tests in the book and online to keep track of your progress Extend your knowledge Extra online
articles at to give you a richer understanding of the culture and history of China. Try this Innovative
exercises illustrate what you've learnt and how to use it.

cantonese textbooks: Unpacking Discourses on Chineseness Shuang Gao, Xuan Wang,
2021-09-09 This book examines the complexity of Chineseness in China and the Chinese diaspora.
Using critical sociolinguistic and discourse analytical approaches, the chapters reveal the power
dynamics and ideologies underlying the varied ways Chineseness is performed, represented and
contested. Together they highlight four perspectives on Chineseness: the multiplicity of
Chineseness, aspirational Chineseness, chronotopes of Chineseness and the cultural politics of
Chineseness. It is argued that Chineseness is best understood as an ideologically-constructed
variable, the articulation of which is deeply embedded within the dynamics of neoliberal
globalization, rising nationalism, persistent Western hegemony, and shifting global geopolitics.

cantonese textbooks: Basic Cantonese Virginia Yip, Stephen Matthews, 2000 This book
introduces the essentials of Cantonese grammar in a straightforward and systematic way. Special
attention is paid to topics which differ from English and European language structures. It is ideal for
students new to the language.

cantonese textbooks: Learn to Speak Cantonese I Jade Jia Ying Wu, 2018-02-16 Imagine falling
in love with someone, but not speaking the same language as their extended family. This is the case
for Gabriel, the narrator of this textbook, who is an American boy learning Cantonese to impress his
girlfriend's mom. In this book, you will join Gabriel in his first meeting with Jenny's mother and the
rest of her family, all of whom are from Hong Kong and can only speak Cantonese. From having dim
sum to describing his favorite pastimes, Gabriel will teach you everything you need to know to
master basic conversational Cantonese.

cantonese textbooks: Basic Cantonese Virginia Yip, Stephen Matthews, 2017-02-10 Basic



Cantonese introduces the essentials of Cantonese grammar in a straightforward and systematic way.
Each of the 28 units deals with a grammatical topic and provides associated exercises, designed to
put grammar into a communicative context. Special attention is paid to topics which differ from
English and European language structures. This new edition features: ¢ clear, accessible format e
lively examples to illustrate each grammar point ¢ informative keys to all exercises * glossary of
grammatical terms Basic Cantonese is ideal for students new to the language. Together with its
sister volume, Intermediate Cantonese, it forms a structured course of the essentials of Cantonese
grammar.

cantonese textbooks: Curriculum Development in Language Teaching Jack C. Richards,
2001-03-12 1 The origins of language curriculum development 2 From syllabus design to curriculum
development 3 Needs analysis 4 Situation analysis 5 Planning goals and learning outcomes 6 Course
planning and syllabus design 7 Providing for effective teaching 8 The role and design of instructional
materials 9 Approaches to evaluation.

cantonese textbooks: JJ000000000 Siu-hing So (Simon), 2002 Cantonese has a wealth of
colloquial expressions on various daily life situations which are very descriptive but not easily
comprehensible to non-Cantonese. This book collects and compiles over 3,000 entries of the
commonly used ones and presents them with their English translations for English-speaking
students learning Cantonese. Besides listing the expression in Chinese characters with its literal
translation in English, each entry also contains its phonetic transcription in the Yale Romanization
System, and a description of its meaning and sometimes its origin. The entries are arranged
alphabetically according following the Yale Romanization System, and for ease of reference, an index
by the strokes of the Chinese characters of the expressions is included. There is also an elaborate
description of the Yale Romanization System.

cantonese textbooks: The Handbook of Linguistic Landscapes and Multilingualism Durk
Gorter, Jasone Cenoz, 2025-05-27 The Handbook of Linguistic Landscapes and Multilingualism
provides an in-depth exploration of linguistic landscapes as a tool to understand multilingualism
across diverse global contexts. Edited by leading scholars Durk Gorter and Jasone Cenoz, this
authoritative volume brings together pioneering research on the evolving interactions between
language, place, space, and society. Addressing both theory and practice, this handbook serves as a
unique lens into how linguistic landscapes reflect broader social, political, and educational
dynamics. In-depth chapters address topics ranging from translanguaging and minority language
ideologies to the application of linguistic landscapes in multilingual cities and classrooms. Organised
into three parts, the book first establishes the theoretical and methodological foundations of
linguistic landscape studies, followed by detailed case studies of the relationship between linguistic
landscapes and multilingualism in diverse social and geographic contexts. The concluding section
focusses on the educational implications of linguistic landscapes, examining how schoolscapes and
public spaces can be utilised for language learning and teaching. Equipping readers to critically
engage with multilingual practices in urban spaces, educational settings, and beyond, The Handbook
of Linguistic Landscapes and Multilingualism: Introduces cutting-edge methodologies, socio-political
contexts, and language learning through linguistic landscapes Covers emerging topics such as
transgressive practices, landscapes of affect, and linguistic landscapes of protest and conflict
Describes key theoretical concepts and identifies the interdisciplinary connections between
ethnography, sociolinguistics, and discourse studies Explores innovative pedagogical approaches,
and translanguaging practices, with an emphasis on empowering learners in multilingual
environments Designed to fit seamlessly into curricula focused on multilingualism and language
policy across a range of academic disciplines, The Handbook of Linguistic Landscapes and
Multilingualism is ideal for graduate students, post-graduate researchers, and scholars in applied
linguistics, sociolinguistics, education sciences, language studies, and social geography.

cantonese textbooks: Learn to Speak Cantonese I Jade Jia Ying Wu, 2018-03-29 Imagine
falling in love with someone, but not speaking the same language as their extended family. This is
the case for Gabriel, the narrator of this textbook, who is an American boy learning Cantonese to



impress his girlfriend’s mom. In this Cantonese learning book, you will join Gabriel in his first
meeting with Jenny’s mother, who is from Hong Kong and can only speak Cantonese. From having
dim sum to describing his favorite pastimes, Gabriel will teach you everything you need to know to
master basic conversational Cantonese.Free audio and flashcards downloadable from
www.inspirlang.com/resource.

cantonese textbooks: Vernacular Chinese-Character Manuscripts from East and
Southeast Asia David Holm, 2024-07-22 This collection brings together studies on vernacular
manuscripts in regional Chinese dialects such as Cantonese and Hokkien (South Fujian dialect),
those of non-Han peoples in China and Southeast Asia such as the Zhuang and Yao, and a vernacular
character manuscript in Vietnamese. Across this wide range, the focus is on manuscripts written in
regional and vernacular adaptations of the Chinese script. Three chapters on Yao manuscripts each
focus on a different aspect of their use in local society or on collections of Yao manuscripts in
overseas collections; there are three chapters on Zhuang and related Tai languages; two studies on
Hokkien; one on the Cantonese script in contemporary Hong Kong; and one on a Buddhist
manuscript with Vietnamese chit nd6m commentary from a temple in Bangkok. Detailed descriptions
of traditional paper manufacture in the villages are given for both the Yao and the Zhuang, as well
as paper analysis used to date a Vietnamese manuscript. Coverage includes information about the
physicality of the manuscripts investigated and the vernacular Chinese scripts in which they are
written, but also a wealth of information about their use and significance in local society. This
collection will be of interest to scholars and students interested in the philological analysis of East
and Southeast Asian character scripts and manuscript traditions, but also the broader social
contexts of manuscript use in traditional and modern society.

cantonese textbooks: Cantonese Hugh Baker, P. K. Ho, 2003 Cantonese is a vital living
language spoken by upwards of a hundred million people in south-east China (including Hong Kong
and Macau), Malaysia, Europe, Australia, Fiji, North America and many other parts of the world
where the adventurous Cantonese people have settled. It is one of a large family of Chinese
languages and retains many more traces of its ancient roots than do most of the other languages. On
the other hand it is a language which seems unafraid to adopt or adapt, notably from English in the
past century or so, and it invents, evolves and discards slang at a frenetic rate. As a result it is a very
rich language.

cantonese textbooks: Capturing Phonological Shades Within and Across Languages Yuchau E.
Hsiao, Lian-Hee Wee, 2015-06-18 This volume captures a wide spectrum of phonological
explorations covering three main areas: research architecture, pattern analysis, and inter-linguistic
interface. These numerous shades of phonology are revealed through the work of authors who hail
from Asia and America, featuring, among others, such giants as Paul Kiparsky, Diana Archangeli,
Douglas Pulleyblank, Sharon Inkelas, Ellen Broselow, Duanmu San, Yen-hwei Lin, and James Myers.

cantonese textbooks: The Routledge Encyclopedia of the Chinese Language Chan Sin-Wali,
2016-04-14 The Routledge Encyclopedia of the Chinese Language is an invaluable resource for
language learners and linguists of Chinese worldwide, those interested readers of Chinese literature
and cultures, and scholars in Chinese studies. Featuring the research on the changing landscape of
the Chinese language by a number of eminent academics in the field, this volume will meet the
academic, linguistic and pedagogical needs of anyone interested in the Chinese language: from
Sinologists to Chinese linguists, as well as teachers and learners of Chinese as a second language.
The encyclopedia explores a range of topics: from research on oracle bone and bronze inscriptions,
to Chinese language acquisition, to the language of the mass media. This reference offers a guide to
shifts over time in thinking about the Chinese language as well as providing an overview of
contemporary themes, debates and research interests. The editors and contributors are assisted by
an editorial board comprised of the best and most experienced sinologists world-wide. The reference
includes an introduction, written by the editor, which places the assembled texts in their historical
and intellectual context. The Encyclopedia of the Chinese Language is destined to be valued by
scholars and students as a vital research resource.



cantonese textbooks: The Palgrave Handbook of Chinese Language Studies Zhengdao Ye,
2022-07-30 This new major reference work provides a comprehensive overview of linguistic
phenomena in a variety of Sinitic languages in a global context, highlighting the dynamic interaction
between these languages and English. This “living reference work” offers a window into the
linguistic sphere in China and beyond, and showcases the latest research into diverse and evolving
linguistic phenomena that have resulted from intensified interactions between the Sinophone world
and other lingua-spheres. The Handbook is divided into five sections. The chapters in Section I (New
Research Trends in Chinese Linguistic Research) present fast-growing research areas in Chinese
linguistics, particularly those undertaken by scholars based in China. Section II (Interactions of
Sinitic Languages) focuses on language-contact situations inside and outside China. The chapters in
Section III (Meaning, Culture, Translation) explore the meanings of key cultural concepts, and how
ideas move between Chinese and English through translation across various genres. Section IV (New
Trends in Teaching Chinese as a Foreign Language) covers new ideas and practices relating to
teaching the Chinese language and culture. The final section, Section V (Transference from Chinese
to English), explores dynamic interactions between varieties of Chinese and varieties of English, as
they play out in multilingual sites and settings

cantonese textbooks: The Oxford Handbook of Language Policy and Planning James W.
Tollefson, Miguel Pérez-Milans, 2018-05-07 This Handbook provides a state-of-the-art account of
research in language policy and planning (LPP). Through a critical examination of LPP, the
Handbook offers new direction for a field in theoretical and methodological turmoil as a result of the
socio-economic, institutional, and discursive processes of change taking place under the conditions
of Late Modernity. Late Modernity refers to the widespread processes of late capitalism leading to
the selective privatization of services (including education), the information revolution associated
with rapidly changing statuses and functions of languages, the weakening of the institutions of
nation-states (along with the strengthening of non-state actors), and the fragmentation of
overlapping and competing identities associated with new complexities of language-identity relations
and new forms of multilingual language use. As an academic discipline in the social sciences, LPP is
fraught with tensions between these processes of change and the still-powerful ideological
framework of modern nationalism. It is an exciting and energizing time for LPP research. This
Handbook propels the field forward, offering a dialogue between the two major historical trends in
LPP associated with the processes of Modernity and Late Modernity: the focus on continuity behind
the institutional policies of the modern nation-state, and the attention to local processes of
uncertainty and instability across different settings resulting from processes of change. The
Handbook takes great strides toward overcoming the long-standing division between top-down and
bottom-up analysis in LPP research, setting the stage for theoretical and methodological innovation.
Part I defines alternative theoretical and conceptual frameworks in LPP, emphasizing developments
since the ethnographic turn, including: ethnography in LPP; historical-discursive approaches; ethics,
normative theorizing, and transdisciplinary methods; and the renewed focus on socio-economic
class. Part II examines LPP against the background of influential ideas about language shaped by the
institutions of the nation-state, with close attention to the social position of minority languages and
specific communities facing profound language policy challenges. Part III investigates the turmoil
and tensions that currently characterize LPP research under conditions of Late Modernity. Finally,
Part IV presents an integrative summary and directions for future LPP research.

cantonese textbooks: Unity and Diversity Tao Tao Liu, David Faure, 1996-03-01 This book
examines the evolution of the local identity in China from historical times to the present day. It
traces the expression of local identity in religion and myth, in the construction of the provincial
character, in the growth of cities, in literature, in economic development and in the expansion of the
Chinese state. It argues that the growth of a local identity was part and parcel of the evolution of a
national character. But, it notes also that the transforming of the local identity with the extension of
the state has often come with a sense of nostalgia, a yearning for a world that has perhaps never
been.
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