
best music theory textbooks
best music theory textbooks are essential resources for anyone looking to
deepen their understanding of music. Whether you are a beginner, an aspiring
composer, or a seasoned musician, having a solid foundation in music theory
can significantly enhance your musical skills. This article explores some of
the best music theory textbooks available, providing detailed insights into
their content, structure, and suitability for various learners. We will also
cover the essential elements of music theory, the key topics typically
included in these textbooks, and tips on how to choose the right book for
your needs.

In the following sections, you will find a comprehensive overview of the best
music theory textbooks, an analysis of their strengths, and recommendations
for both beginners and advanced learners.
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Understanding Music Theory

Music theory is the study of the practices and possibilities of music. It
encompasses the elements of music such as melody, harmony, rhythm, and form.
A strong grasp of music theory enables musicians to read and write music,
understand musical structures, and communicate effectively about music. For
students and professionals alike, textbooks serve as foundational tools that
provide structured learning paths and in-depth analysis of musical concepts.

Music theory textbooks vary widely in their approach, with some focusing on
practical applications while others delve into the academic study of music.
In general, a good music theory textbook should provide clear explanations,
exercises for practice, and insights into how theory applies to real-world
music-making.



Top Music Theory Textbooks

When it comes to selecting the best music theory textbooks, several titles
stand out due to their clarity, comprehensiveness, and pedagogical
effectiveness. Below is a curated list of some of the top choices available:

The Complete Musician by Steven G. Laitz1.

Tonal Harmony by Stefan Kostka and Dorothy Payne2.

Music Theory for Dummies by Michael Pilhofer and Holly Day3.

How to Write Music: A Practical Guide to Music Composition by Richard J.4.
M. G. H. H. St. John

Harmony and Voice Leading by Edward Aldwell and Carl Schachter5.

The Complete Musician by Steven G. Laitz

This textbook is recognized for its comprehensive approach, integrating music
theory with ear training and keyboard skills. It is well-structured for both
classroom use and self-study, making it suitable for a wide range of
learners. The text includes numerous exercises and examples from a variety of
musical styles, which help reinforce the concepts presented.

Tonal Harmony by Stefan Kostka and Dorothy Payne

Tonal Harmony is a staple in many music theory courses and is highly regarded
for its focus on traditional harmony and voice-leading techniques. The book
presents concepts in a clear, logical manner, accompanied by a wealth of
musical examples. Students benefit from the extensive exercises that
encourage practical application of the theory learned.

Music Theory for Dummies by Michael Pilhofer and
Holly Day

This accessible guide is perfect for beginners or those looking for a
refresher on music theory basics. It simplifies complex concepts and provides
practical advice for understanding and applying music theory. The book is
filled with helpful tips, exercises, and even online resources, making it a



great starting point for new learners.

How to Write Music: A Practical Guide to Music
Composition by Richard J. M. G. H. H. St. John

This textbook takes a more hands-on approach to music theory by focusing on
composition techniques. It encourages students to apply theory directly to
their writing, making it ideal for aspiring composers. The clear explanations
and step-by-step guidance are beneficial for developing practical skills.

Harmony and Voice Leading by Edward Aldwell and Carl
Schachter

This text provides an in-depth exploration of harmony and voice leading,
making it a preferred choice for advanced music students. The book emphasizes
the relationships between chords and their resolutions, helping students
understand the complexities of tonal music. It includes numerous exercises
that challenge students to think critically about their harmonic choices.

Key Topics Covered in Music Theory

Music theory textbooks typically cover a wide array of topics, each essential
for understanding music as a whole. Some of the key topics include:

Notation and the Staff

Scales and Key Signatures

Intervals and Chords

Harmony and Counterpoint

Rhythm and Meter

Form and Analysis

Each of these topics builds on the previous ones, creating a comprehensive
framework for understanding music. For instance, understanding scales and key
signatures is crucial for grasping how melodies are constructed, while
knowledge of harmony and counterpoint is vital for composition and



arrangement.

Choosing the Right Textbook

Selecting the best music theory textbook depends on several factors,
including your current level of knowledge, learning goals, and preferred
learning style. Here are some tips for making the right choice:

Assess Your Skill Level: Beginners should look for books that introduce
concepts gradually, while advanced students may prefer more challenging
texts.

Consider Your Learning Style: If you learn best through hands-on
practice, choose a textbook that includes exercises and practical
applications.

Look for Supplemental Resources: Textbooks that offer online resources,
workbooks, or companion websites can enhance your learning experience.

Read Reviews: Seek feedback from other learners or educators on the
effectiveness of the textbook.

Additional Resources for Music Theory

In addition to textbooks, various resources can supplement your learning in
music theory. Online courses, interactive apps, and websites dedicated to
music education offer dynamic ways to engage with the material. Consider
exploring:

Online courses from reputable music schools

Music theory apps that provide interactive exercises

YouTube channels featuring music theory tutorials

Community forums for discussions and questions



Final Thoughts

The journey into music theory is both enriching and vital for any musician.
The best music theory textbooks provide the foundation necessary to
understand the complexities of music, fostering skills that will benefit
musicians and composers alike. By selecting the right textbook and utilizing
additional resources, learners can navigate the world of music theory with
confidence and clarity.

Q: What are the best music theory textbooks for
beginners?
A: Some of the best music theory textbooks for beginners include "Music
Theory for Dummies" by Michael Pilhofer and Holly Day, which simplifies
concepts and provides practical exercises, and "The Complete Musician" by
Steven G. Laitz, which integrates various aspects of music education.

Q: Are there music theory textbooks that focus on
composition?
A: Yes, "How to Write Music: A Practical Guide to Music Composition" by
Richard J. M. G. H. H. St. John specifically focuses on composition
techniques, providing practical advice for applying music theory to writing.

Q: What topics should I expect to find in a music
theory textbook?
A: You can expect to find topics such as notation, scales, chords, harmony,
rhythm, meter, and form in a comprehensive music theory textbook.

Q: How do I choose the right music theory textbook?
A: Consider your skill level, learning style, supplemental resources offered,
and read reviews from other learners to choose the right music theory
textbook for your needs.

Q: Can online resources replace traditional music
theory textbooks?
A: While online resources can complement traditional textbooks, they may not
fully replace them. Textbooks often provide structured, comprehensive content
that online resources may not offer.



Q: Is it necessary to study music theory to play an
instrument?
A: While it is not strictly necessary to study music theory to play an
instrument, having a good understanding of theory can greatly enhance your
ability to read music, improvise, and compose.

Q: Do music theory textbooks provide exercises for
practice?
A: Yes, many music theory textbooks include exercises and practice problems
to help reinforce the concepts taught and encourage practical application.

Q: What is the importance of harmony and voice
leading in music theory?
A: Harmony and voice leading are crucial for understanding how chords
interact and resolve in music. They are essential for composition and
arrangement, providing the foundation for creating rich, compelling music.

Q: Are there music theory textbooks that are
suitable for self-study?
A: Yes, many textbooks, such as "Music Theory for Dummies," are designed for
self-study. They provide clear explanations and exercises that allow learners
to progress at their own pace.

Q: How can I supplement my music theory textbook
studies?
A: You can supplement your studies with online courses, interactive music
theory apps, YouTube tutorials, and community forums for discussions and
additional learning opportunities.
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  best music theory textbooks: The Best Music Theory Book for Beginners 1 Dan Spencer,
2022-04-26 Understand Your Favorite Music This book is for adults and teens who play an
instrument, singers, video game music composers, music producers, and people who want to
understand the music they love. Comes with 80+ FREE video examples so you can stop wondering
what written music sounds like and hear it which means a deeper understanding and connection to
the music! ($89.99 Value!) Comes with FREE Music Theory Flash Cards so you can use music theory
now to help you understand and make music! ($9.99 Value!) Inspired by failing his college entrance
music theory exam, musician and educator Dan Spencer set out to find a fast and easy way to
understand music theory. Fully revised and updated with student feedback, the 3rd Edition of the #1
Amazon Best-Seller “The Best Music Theory Book for Beginners 1” gives everything you need to
know to read, write, and understand your favorite music. This book is perfect for absolute beginners,
and for musicians and music students who already know a little music theory. This book is so easy
even people who have never played music can jump in and get started! Comes with FREE video
examples and 50 FREE flash cards...$99.89 value...for FREE! Understand music theory the right way
from the ground up so you can save time and make real progress. Read and write music so you can
start creating your own songs and compositions! How to write notes by hand and which software to
use for writing music on a computer. (pages 15, 61) How to identify time signatures by listening to
music so you can tell what time signature your favorite songs are in. (pages 30-31) No more wasting
time trying to learn theory on the internet - you have a perfect collection of the correct information
and easy-to-understand explanations so you can “get it”! Fully revised and updated with student
feedback, this 3rd Edition of the #1 Best-Seller gives you more graphics, explanations, and 4 new
pages which means more theory, easy learning, and understanding - fast! After completing this book
you will know how to read, write and understand: Rhythm 1 How to read, write and understand
Whole notes Half notes Quarter notes How to Clap Rhythms Barlines Regular barlines Double bar
lines Final bar lines Measures How to understand, read, and write time signatures 4/4 3/4
Percussion Clef How to write your own music Rhythm 2 Strong and weak beats Rhythm 3 How to
understand, read, and write Whole rests Half rests Quarter rests How to write your own music 2
Rhythm 4 How to read, write, and understand dotted half notes Tied notes Repeat signs Pitch and
Notes 1 How sound is defined Tone Timbre Melody Notes How to write your own music 3: treble clef
Ledger lines Pitch and Notes 2 Accidentals 1 Enharmonic equivalents The full musical alphabet: the
12 notes of music Pitch and Notes 3 How to read, write, and understand diatonic major scales Key
signatures Relative keys How to find the relative minor of a major key...and SO much more.
  best music theory textbooks: The Best Music Theory Workbook for Beginners 1 Dan Spencer,
2022-10-31
  best music theory textbooks: The Best Music Theory Workbook for Beginners 1 Dan Spencer,
Eli Slavkin, 2022-05-07 The Best Music Theory Workbook for Beginners 1 gives you the perfect
workbook for beginners to use with the textbook The Best Music Theory Book for Beginners 1.
Explore every music theory idea from the textbook with 135 pages of exercises and worksheets.
Unlimited and always free access to interactive multiple-choice quizzes and earn your certificate
with the final test, all for FREE (149.98 Value!)!
  best music theory textbooks: The Complete Idiot's Guide to Music Theory Michael Miller,
2005 Published in 1992, The Complete Idiot's Guide to Music Theoryhas proven itself as one of
Alpha's best-selling books and perhaps the best-selling trade music theory book ever published. In
the new updated and expanded second edition, the book includes a special CD and book section on
ear training. The hour-long ear-training course reinforces the basic content of the book with musical
examples of intervals, scales, chords, and rhythms. Also provided are aural exercises students can
use to test their ear training and transcription skills. The CD is accompanied by a 20-page section of
exercises and examples.
  best music theory textbooks: The Complete Idiot's Guide to Music Theory Michael Miller,
2002 Explains the fundamentals of technical music terms and principles, and provides exercises
toward completing an original composition.



  best music theory textbooks: Music Theory Nicholas Carter, 2016-08-08 Unique, Simple and
Straightforward Way to Learn Music Theory and Become a Better Musician, Even if You're a Total
Beginner! * Updated and massively Expanded edition with Audio examples, new Exercises, and over
150 pages of NEW content! * ** On a special promo price for a limited time! ** Have you ever
wanted: To know how understanding music theory can make you a better player (on any
instrument)? To unlock the mysteries of notes, intervals, music scales, modes, keys, circle of fifths,
chords and chord progressions, and other important concepts in music, and how they all relate to
one another? To get a deep understanding of scales, modes and chords, where they come from, what
are the different types that exist, how they're built, and how to use any chord or scale in your
playing? To learn how rhythm works and how to master your rhythm and time skills that will make
you sound like a pro? To know what's the magic behind all the beautiful music that you love and how
you can (re)create it? To get a broad perspective of tonal harmony, and how melody, harmony, and
rhythm work together? Understand advanced concepts (such as modal playing, atonality,
polytonality, free music, etc.) that usually only advanced jazz musicians use? But... Have you ever
been put off by music theory or thought that it wasn't necessary, boring or too hard to learn? If you
find yourself in any of this, then this book is what you need. It covers pretty much everything that
anyone who plays or wants to play music, and wishes to become a better musician, should know.
This is one of the most comprehensive and straightforward, evergreen books on music theory that
you can find, and you will wish to study it often and keep it forever. The book is structured in a way
that is very easy to follow and internalize all the concepts that are explained. You don't have to be a
college degree music student in order to understand and use any of this - anyone can do it, even a
total beginner! It also doesn't matter what instrument(s) you play nor what is your level of
knowledge or playing ability, because music theory is universal and all about what sounds good
together! It explains the WHY and HOW, and it is your roadmap, a skill and a tool - guided by your
ears - for creating beautiful music This book will give you what is necessary to become a true expert
in music theory without frustration and feeling overwhelmed in the process, and this in-turn will
have immense benefits to your playing and musicianship! Just use the look inside feature by clicking
on the book cover to get a sneak peak of what you'll learn inside... Get this book now and solve all
your problems with music theory, and become proficient in this field! Pick up your copy by clicking
on the BUY now button at the top of this page.
  best music theory textbooks: Music Theory For Dummies Michael Pilhofer, Holly Day,
2015-03-02 Get more out of music with this essential guide Music Theory For Dummies makes music
theory easy to understand, with a friendly, unintimidating overview of everything you need to know
to become fluent at knocking out beats, reading musical scores, and learning to anticipate where a
song should go—whether you're reading someone else's music or writing your own. Whether you're
a music student or a music lover, you'll learn to read, write, and understand music with this
informative guide. With expert instruction, you'll put it all together as you compose, arrange, and
create original melodies, harmonies, and chords of your own, with helpful tips for performing your
pieces in front of an audience. This new third edition presents the most current teaching techniques,
the newest music genres and examples, and updated information on all aspects of understanding,
creating, and performing music. Studies have shown that music training improves children's' verbal
and spatial abilities, and it's been associated with cognitive and mathematical benefits in adults. The
music job market is expected to increase over the coming years, and music theory is becoming an
increasingly common part of education at all levels. Music Theory For Dummies provides the
instruction you need to get more out of music than you ever thought possible. Master major and
minor scales, intervals, pitches, and clefs Understand basic notation, time signals, tempo, dynamics,
and navigation Employ melodies, chords, progressions, and phrases to form music Compose
harmonies and accompanying melodies for voice and instruments Whether you intend to pursue a
degree or career in music, or just enjoy listening to it, understanding the theory behind it gives you a
whole new appreciation for the artistry and craftsmanship behind the pieces that give you goose
bumps. It's a mix of technical skill, inborn talent, and plenty of practice – and now you can try your



hand at it, with Music Theory For Dummies.
  best music theory textbooks: Basic Music Theory Joe Procopio, 2010-09-21 The richest person
in the world is poor without music. Basic Music Theory is the best, easiest and least expensive book
you can have with music. This text is absolutely necessary to understand what things mean in music.
It answers all your questions about chords, keys, scales, notes and intervals, etc. It also includes a
special method developed only by the author to learn ALL your chords in ONE EASY EXERCISE. This
unique exercise alone is worth more than the entire value of most music books. Basic Music Theory
will complete your musical vocabulary, help you to become a fine musician and make your study of
music enjoyable.
  best music theory textbooks: The Best Music Theory Workbook 2 Dan Spencer,
2022-12-15
  best music theory textbooks: Music Theory Note by Note Michael Miller, 2024-09-03 This
concise and clear guide to simplified music theory teaches readers who play music by ear how to
read musical notation by guiding them through the basics of reading and composing music to share
with others. In this revised edition, renowned music author Michael Miller will help you learn: The
basics of tones, including pitches, clefs, and major and minor keys The building blocks of rhythm,
including basic notation, time signatures, and tempo How to create tunes, starting with melodies,
chords, chord progressions, and phrases and form Composing and arranging your own music,
including coverage of musical genres and forms, arranging for voices and instruments, working with
scores, and performing your music The basics of accompaniment, including transcribing,
accompanying melodies, and transposing to other keys Michael will also share online ear training
and transcribing exercises to help you better understand music analysis. If your goal is to learn how
to read and compose music, Music Theory Note by Note will provide just what you need to become
successful.
  best music theory textbooks: Basic Music Theory By Joe Procopio Joe Procopio, 2016-03-31
BASIC MUSIC THEORY By Joe Procopio Basic Music Theory by Joe Procopio is the only music theory
book to receive the coveted 5 Star Award from the respected International Book Review Company
Reader’s Favorite. It is simply the best and easiest to read book about the basics in music. It teaches
you how to quickly hear and understand everything essential in the art of sound. Basic Music Theory
by Joe Procopio is designed for the non-musician and the musician alike. It is the first step to take for
anyone who is not trained as a musician but who wants to become one. It is also a sure step for many
musician’s to complete their understanding of the tools of music and the core vocabulary used in the
craft. Now, for the first time, an inexpensive, easy to read, easy to understand text is available for
everyone to know what chords, scales, keys, notes and intervals are. More importantly, Basic Music
Theory by Joe Procopio will not only give you the necessary knowledge needed to know the art of
music but it will also provide you with the critical skills required to create your own. In addition, the
author has included his own unique 48 Chord System that allows anyone to learn all their chords in
one easy enjoyable exercise. This exclusive piece can be played with one hand on the piano ( and on
other instruments ) by anyone - as is shown in the book. This exercise alone is worth more than the
value of many music textbooks. “Basic Music Theory eliminates all fear of music. It helps you
become a musician with confidence; a master musician. It is specifically written to magnify your love
of music and, in doing so, will greatly enhance and enrich your life.” “To be sure, I have had more
than 50 years of successful teaching and performing for many of the nation’s top recording artists
behind me using the techniques found in this book. Thousands of people, many of them successful
students and artists from all over the world, have sent me personal testimonials to confirm their
musical achievements and their joy.
  best music theory textbooks: Music Theory Book for Beginners James Shipway,
2023-04-19 Understanding music theory is easy with this beginner music theory method book. Now,
all instrumentalists, songwriters, singers and composers, can learn most of the music theory they’ll
ever need to know. Adapted from our very popular Music Theory for Guitarists book, this
easy-to-understand ‘self-study’ method for learning basic music theory, eliminates the confusion and



frustration that so many music theory beginners experience. In Music Theory Book for Beginners
you'll find step-by-step lessons in all the most important music theory basics - explained in
easy-to-understand, confusion-free language with no music reading necessary plus dozens of
practical examples to play and study. To help you learn, see and understand how the building blocks
of music theory fit together, we'll be using the piano keyboard as a visual aid. You can then apply
what you've learned to your own instrument. No piano skills are required to use this book but
instructions are given if you do want to play certain examples on the keyboard. Includes bonus
downloadable demo tracks, play-along backing tracks and quizzes to test your understanding.
Perfect if: - You want to finally understand the music theory basics all musicians and songwriters
need to know - You want an easy-to-use method giving you a crash-course in most of the basics - You
feel like your lack of knowledge is holding you up and stopping you from progressing as fast as you
could be - You’ve tried learning music theory before but found it too hard, long-winded and
confusing - You’re sick of feeling clueless when you hang out with other musicians and want to
understand the language they use - You’d love to write your own music and songs but don’t know
where to start - You need to learn beginner music theory but haven’t a clue where or how to begin In
this Music Theory Book for Beginners you’ll discover: - The Musical Alphabet - discover the only 12
notes used in all music! - Tones and Semitones - The Major Scale - learn what it really is and where
it comes from - Major and Minor Triads - understand the chords used in the vast majority of music
(pop, country, rock, folk etc.) - Major Scale Intervals - major 3rds, perfect 4ths ...what even are they?
- Chromatic Intervals - finally discover what weird names like ‘diminished’ and ‘augmented’ really
mean - Major Keys - what keys are, where they come from, and what to do with them - Chord
Progressions - how to start writing pro-sounding chord sequences and songs of your own! -
Pentatonic Scales - discover some of the most commonly used scales ever - The Natural Minor Scale
- essential for understanding and playing music in minor keys - Minor Key Basics - learn the secrets
of awesome minor key songs and chord sequences ... plus more, essential, practical music theory
knowledge. How will you learn and remember all this? Easy! Each chapter introduces a new element
of music theory and gives you a clear but detailed explanation of the concept. There are multiple
examples/practical exercises, FAQs and more to drive your understanding home. When you think
you’ve got it, test yourself using the quiz questions at the end of each chapter (answers supplied). To
help you play certain practical examples you are also given piano-keyboard diagrams (plus music
notation in some examples). Want to understand music theory? You can … and without all the
struggle, confusion, and misleading explanations!
  best music theory textbooks: The Everything Music Theory Book, 3rd Edition Marc
Schonbrun, 2025-01-14 Master the fundamentals of music with the updated edition of The
Everything Music Theory Book that features online audio examples, challenging practice exercises,
and hundreds of illustrations so you can take your understanding to the next level. The Everything
Music Theory Book, 3rd Edition is your comprehensive guide to mastering the essential tools needed
to read, play, and comprehend music. Whether you’re a new student or an intermediate musician,
this book offers a complete educational package that teaches you a deeper understanding of music.
Learn how chords and scales are constructed, how rhythm works, and how to understand complex
time signatures. Discover how to identify a key and how keys are organized. Gain insights into how
composers and musicians think about songwriting. Each chapter includes several Etudes—focused
practice exercises—that test and reinforce your newfound understanding of music theory. With
hundreds of illustrations and helpful audio examples, this book ensures you grasp every concept
thoroughly. So grab a pencil, tune your instrument, and become a better musician without missing a
beat!
  best music theory textbooks: The Everything Essential Music Theory Book Marc
Schonbrun, 2014-08-08 Master musical skills quickly and easily! From classical music to new age,
hard rock, and pop, music has always played an important role in everyday life. Whether you're an
intermediate musician or an aspiring music major, The Everything Essential Music Theory Book is a
guide to mastering one of the most important tools for every musician: musical understanding. This



compact, portable volume covers all the basics, including: The construction of chords and scales
How to understand rhythm and time signatures How keys are identified and organized Creating
harmonization and melody With each clear and easy-to-understand chapter, musician and educator
Marc Schonbrun takes you through the essentials of music theory--the very glue that holds music
together.
  best music theory textbooks: Music Theory for Nerds Guide Book: Music Theory Guidebook,
Beginner Music Theory Book, Music Theory for Songwriters, Learn Music Theory Easy Matt
Kingsley, Are you a musician who's always felt like music theory is some kind of secret code you
can't crack? Do you get lost in a sea of sharps, flats, and Roman numerals? You're not alone! Most
music theory books are dry, academic, and frankly, intimidating. But Music Theory for Nerds is
different. We break down complex concepts into simple, easy-to-understand language, with plenty of
real-world examples and a healthy dose of humor. Learn to read music, understand harmony, write
your own songs, and finally unlock the secrets behind the music you love. This isn't your professor's
music theory – it's practical, engaging, and designed to make you a better musician, no matter your
instrument or genre. Ready to take your songwriting or composing to the next level? Tired of relying
on the same old chord progressions? Music Theory for Nerds is your key to unlocking a universe of
musical possibilities. Learn how to: Craft memorable melodies: Understand the principles of melodic
construction. Create rich and interesting harmonies: Explore extended chords, altered dominants,
and modal interchange. Structure your music effectively: Master musical form and create
compelling arrangements. Analyze the music of the masters: Learn from the best and apply their
techniques to your own work. Break the rules (creatively!): Go beyond diatonic harmony and explore
the wilder side of music theory. Stop guessing and start knowing. This book will give you the tools
and confidence to write the music you've always dreamed of.
  best music theory textbooks: The Everything Music Theory Book with CD Marc
Schonbrun, 2011-05-18 Perfect for everyone from the intermediate musician to the collegiate music
major, this book is a complete guide to mastering musical understanding! It's a total educational
package, with a helpful audio CD, hundreds of illustrations, and challenging practice exercises.
You'll learn: How chords and scales are constructed How rhythm works and how to understand
complex time signatures How composers and musicians think about songwriting Each clear,
easy-to-understand chapter includes several Etudes. These focused practice exercises test and
reinforce your newfound understanding of music theory. With this hands-on practice, you'll become
a true musician in no time!
  best music theory textbooks: Expanding the Music Theory Canon Paula Maust, 2023-12-01
Featuring music by sixty-seven historical women and/or people of color, Expanding the Music Theory
Canon is designed to supplement any introductory Western classical music theory curriculum. At a
time when many academics are focused on increasing diversity and inclusion, this book provides the
means to seamlessly incorporate works by underrepresented composers into music theory core
courses. The anthology’s 255 musical examples are organized topically and include excerpts as well
as nineteen complete pieces for analysis. Each chapter begins with guided analysis questions aimed
at students approaching these concepts for the first time. Notably, this anthology provides a
biography and image for each composer, which is particularly significant since works by these
individuals have rarely been included in previous textbooks or anthologies. A related website,
www.expandingthemusictheorycanon.com, provides additional examples and links to recordings
when available. All musical examples in the anthology have been classroom-tested with music majors
and minors at a major conservatory, at private and public universities, and at community colleges.
Detailed tables provide suggestions for using this book in conjunction with the major introductory
theory textbooks. A special set of online exercises has been prepared by the book's author using the
Auralia & Musition software programs; you can find further information here: a
href=https://www.risingsoftware.com/expanding-the-music-theory-canonhttps://www.risingsoftware.
com/expanding-the-music-theory-canona. Additional examples and a blog offering teaching
suggestions may be found at: a



href=https://www.expandingthemusictheorycanon.comhttps://www.expandingthemusictheorycanon.
coma.
  best music theory textbooks: Basic Music Theory by Joe Procopio Joe Procopio,
2010-09-21 BASIC MUSIC THEORYBy Joe Procopio Basic Music Theory by Joe Procopio is the only
music theory book to receive the coveted 5 Star Award from the respected International Book
Review Company Reader's Favorite. It is simply the best and easiest to read book about the basics in
music. It teaches you how to quickly hear and understand everything essential in the art of
sound.Basic Music Theory by Joe Procopio is designed for the non-musician and the musician alike.
It is the first step to take for anyone who is not trained as a musician but who wants to become one.
It is also a sure step for many musician's to complete their understanding of the tools of music and
the core vocabulary used in the craft. Now, for the first time, an inexpensive, easy to read, easy to
understand text is available for everyone to know what chords, scales, keys, notes and intervals are.
More importantly, Basic Music Theory by Joe Procopio will not only give you the necessary
knowledge needed to know the art of music but it will also provide you with the critical skills
required to create your own.In addition, the author has included his own unique 48 Chord System
that allows anyone to learn all their chords in one easy enjoyable exercise. This exclusive piece can
be played with one hand on the piano ( and on other instruments ) by anyone - as is shown in the
book. This exercise alone is worth more than the value of many music textbooks.Basic Music Theory
eliminates all fear of music. It helps you become a musician with confidence; a master musician. It is
specifically written to magnify your love of music and, in doing so, will greatly enhance and enrich
your life. To be sure, I have had more than 50 years of successful teaching and performing for many
of the nation's top recording artists behind me using the techniques found in this book. Thousands of
people, many of them successful students and artists from all over the world, have sent me personal
testimonials to confirm their musical achievements and their joy.
  best music theory textbooks: The Musical Herald and Tonic Sol-fa Reporter , 1901
  best music theory textbooks: Contemporary Music Theory - Level One Mark Harrison,
1999-01-01 (Piano). The Music Theory series is designed from the ground-up to explain the
terminology and musical structures needed for modern applications. Level One is an introductory
course which covers music notation, key signatures, basic scales, intervals, modes, diatonic
relationships and 3-and 4-part chords. Includes reference appendices, a complete glossary of terms,
and hundreds of written theory exercises with answers.
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