viookup between 2 workbooks

vlookup between 2 workbooks is a powerful Excel function that allows users to
pull data from one workbook and display it in another. This capability is
crucial for anyone who works with large data sets spread across multiple
files. In this article, we will provide a detailed guide on how to
effectively use VLOOKUP between two workbooks, including step-by-step
instructions, common pitfalls, and tips for optimizing your data retrieval
process. We will also explore scenarios where VLOOKUP can enhance
productivity and accuracy in data management. By the end of this article, you
will have a thorough understanding of how to leverage VLOOKUP for seamless
data integration across workbooks.
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Understanding VLOOKUP

VLOOKUP, or "Vertical Lookup," is a function in Excel that searches for a
value in the first column of a table and returns a value in the same row from
a specified column. This function is especially useful when dealing with
large data sets, as it simplifies the process of finding and retrieving
specific information.

The syntax of the VLOOKUP function is as follows:
VLOOKUP (Lookup_value, table_array, col_index_num, [range_lookup])

Where:

e lookup_value: The value to search for in the first column of the table.
e table_array: The range of cells that contains the data.

e col_index_num: The column number in the table from which to retrieve the
value.

e [range_lookup]: Optional. TRUE for an approximate match, or FALSE for an



exact match.

Understanding the components of VLOOKUP is crucial for effectively using it
between workbooks, as it allows for precise data extraction.

Setting Up Your Workbooks

Before using VLOOKUP between two workbooks, it’s essential to set up both
workbooks properly. This involves organizing your data and ensuring that both
workbooks are open during the lookup process.

Follow these steps to prepare your workbooks:

1. Identify the Source Workbook: This is the workbook that contains the
data you want to retrieve.

2. Identify the Destination Workbook: This is the workbook where you want
to display the retrieved data.

3. Ensure Data is Structured Properly: Make sure the data in the source
workbook is organized in a tabular format. The first column should
contain unique identifiers for the lookup.

4. Open Both Workbooks: To use VLOOKUP between them, both workbooks must be

open in Excel.

Once you have your workbooks set up, you are ready to use the VLOOKUP
function effectively.

How to Use VLOOKUP Between Two Workbooks

To perform a VLOOKUP between two workbooks, follow these detailed steps:

1. Open the Destination Workbook: Begin by selecting the cell where you
want the result to appear.

2. Start the VLOOKUP Function: Type =VLOOKUP( in the selected cell.

3. Specify the Lookup Value: Click on the cell in the destination workbook
that contains the value you want to look up.

4. Switch to the Source Workbook: Click on the window of the source
workbook to reference the data.

5. Select the Table Array: Highlight the range of data that includes the
lookup column and the column with the return values. Ensure that the



first column of this range contains the lookup values.

6. Enter the Column Index Number: Add a comma and specify the column number
from which to retrieve the value, relative to the selected range.

7. Define Range Lookup: Add another comma and type FALSE if you want an
exact match. Close the parenthesis.

8. Press Enter: After completing the function, press Enter to see the
result.

Your final formula will look something like this:
=VLOOKUP (A1, '[SourceWorkbook.xlsx]Sheetl'!$A$1:$B$10, 2, FALSE)

This formula searches for the value in cell Al of the destination workbook
within the specified range of the source workbook and returns the
corresponding value from the second column.

Common Errors and Troubleshooting

While using VLOOKUP between two workbooks, you may encounter several common
errors. Understanding these errors can help you troubleshoot effectively.

e N/A: This error occurs when VLOOKUP cannot find the lookup value in the
first column of the table array. Ensure the lookup value exists and is
formatted the same way as the data in the source workbook.

e REF: This error indicates that the formula refers to a range that is not
valid. Double-check the references in your VLOOKUP formula.

e VALUE: This error may arise if the lookup value is not the correct data

type. Ensure that the data types of the lookup value and the first
column of the table array match.

By being aware of these common issues, you can quickly identify and resolve
problems in your VLOOKUP searches.

Tips for Optimizing VLOOKUP Performance

To maximize the efficiency of VLOOKUP, consider the following tips:

e Use Named Ranges: Instead of using cell references, consider defining
named ranges for your source data. This makes your formulas easier to
read and manage.

e Sort Your Data: If using approximate matches, sort the first column of



your table array in ascending order to improve lookup speed.

e Limit the Range: Specify only the necessary range in your VLOOKUP to
reduce processing time, especially with large datasets.

e Consider Alternatives: In some cases, using INDEX and MATCH may provide
better performance than VLOOKUP, especially for large datasets.

Implementing these strategies can significantly improve the performance of
your VLOOKUP operations.

Practical Applications of VLOOKUP

VLOOKUP between two workbooks can be applied in various practical scenarios.
Here are some common applications:

Data Consolidation: Combine data from multiple sources into a single
report or dashboard.

e Inventory Management: Track and update inventory levels by pulling data
from separate inventory workbooks.

e Financial Analysis: Retrieve financial metrics from different workbooks
for comprehensive analysis.

e Customer Relationship Management: Enhance customer data by merging
information from different databases or spreadsheets.

These applications highlight the versatility of VLOOKUP in various business
and analytical contexts, illustrating its importance in data management and
reporting.

Q: What is VLOOKUP and how does it work?

A: VLOOKUP is a function in Excel that allows users to search for a specific
value in the first column of a table and return a value from the same row in
a specified column. It works by matching the lookup value to the values in
the first column of the table array and retrieving the corresponding value
based on the column index number provided.

Q: Can VLOOKUP be used with closed workbooks?

A: No, VLOOKUP requires both workbooks to be open for it to function
correctly. If you need to retrieve data from a closed workbook, you may need
to use alternative methods such as Power Query or VBA.



Q: What should I do if I get a N/A error when using
VLOOKUP?

A: A N/A error indicates that the lookup value could not be found in the
first column of the table array. To resolve this, check the value for typos,
ensure it matches the format in the source workbook, and verify that the
table array is correctly defined.

Q: Is it possible to use VLOOKUP for multiple
criteria?
A: VLOOKUP does not support multiple criteria directly. However, you can

combine multiple columns into a single column in the source workbook or use
alternative functions like INDEX and MATCH to achieve this.

Q: How can I improve the performance of VLOOKUP?

A: To improve VLOOKUP performance, use named ranges, limit the size of the
table array, sort the data if appropriate, and consider using INDEX and MATCH
for larger datasets or more complex lookups.

Q: Can VLOOKUP return values from the left side of
the lookup column?

A: No, VLOOKUP can only return values from columns to the right of the lookup
column. If you need to return values from the left, consider using the INDEX
and MATCH functions instead.

Q: What is the difference between VLOOKUP and
XLOOKUP?

A: XLOOKUP is a newer function that replaces VLOOKUP. It offers more
flexibility, including the ability to search from both directions, return
multiple values, and handle errors more effectively. XLOOKUP is also easier
to use as it does not require the data to be sorted.

Q: How can I use VLOOKUP with approximate matches?

A: To use VLOOKUP with approximate matches, set the [range lookup] parameter
to TRUE. Ensure that the first column of your table array is sorted in
ascending order to get accurate results.



Q: What are some common mistakes to avoid when using
VLOOKUP?

A: Common mistakes include using the wrong column index number, not sorting
data when using approximate matches, and overlooking the need for both
workbooks to be open. Additionally, ensure that the data types of the lookup
value and the first column match.

Q: Can VLOOKUP be used with text values?

A: Yes, VLOOKUP can be used with text values. However, ensure that there are
no leading or trailing spaces in your text values, as these can affect the
lookup results.
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screenshots—Excel PowerPivot & Power Query For Dummies will teach you how to save time,
simplify your processes, and enhance your data analysis and reporting. Use Power Query to
discover, connect to, and import your organization’s data. Then use PowerPivot to model it in Excel.
You'll also learn to: Make use of databases to store large amounts of data Use custom functions to
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demystifies the program's tools and functions, transforming confusion into confidence. By the end,
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arrays and collections, and much more. Includes CD.
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vlookup between 2 workbooks: Microsoft Excel Pivot Table Data Crunching (Office 2021
and Microsoft 365) Bill Jelen, 2021-12-21 Use Microsoft 365 Excel and Excel 2021 pivot tables and
pivot charts to produce powerful, dynamic reports in minutes: take control of your data and your
business! Even if you've never created a pivot table before, this book will help you leverage all their
flexibility and analytical power— including important recent improvements in Microsoft 365 Excel.
Drawing on more than 30 years of cutting-edge Excel experience, MVP Bill Jelen (“MrExcel”) shares
practical “recipes” for solving real business problems, expert insights for avoiding mistakes, and
advanced tips and tricks you'll find nowhere else. By reading this book, you will: Master easy,
powerful ways to create, customize, change, and control pivot tables Transform huge datasets into
clear summary reports Instantly highlight your most profitable customers, products, or regions Use
the data model and Power Query to quickly analyze disparate data sources Create powerful crosstab
reports with new dynamic arrays and Power Query Build geographical pivot tables with 3D Maps
Construct and share state-of-the-art dynamic dashboards Revamp analyses on the fly by dragging
and dropping fi elds Build dynamic self-service reporting systems Share your pivot tables with
colleagues Create data mashups using the full Power Pivot capabilities in modern Excel versions




Generate pivot tables using either VBA on the Desktop or Typescript in Excel Online Save time and
avoid formatting problems by adapting reports with GetPivotData Unpivot source data so it's easier
to work with Use new Analyze Data artificial intelligence to create pivot tables

vlookup between 2 workbooks: Microsoft Office 2010 with Microsoft Office 2010 Evaluation
Software Microsoft Official Academic Course, 2012-01-24 This Microsoft Office 2010 text introduces
students to the various applications included in Microsoft Office. The program is based upon the
same curriculum as the Microsoft Office Specialist Exam to build the skills students need to succeed
at work. The Microsoft Official Academic Courseware (MOAC) Office 2010 Series is the only Official
Academic Course program. Automated grading via OfficeGrader saves instructors time and enables
consistent grading. Furthermore, the latest edition's use of color in screen captures allows users to
follow on screen much easier, as screen captures will look the exact same as the application.
Additional projects throughout the book help users comprehend how a task is applied on the job.
OfficeGrader helps instructors offer immediate feedback on all homework, assignments, and projects
and additional animated tutorials on key Office tasks provides additional help on difficult topics.

vlookup between 2 workbooks: Excel VBA 24-Hour Trainer Tom Urtis, 2015-03-09 Master
VBA automation quickly and easily to get more out of Excel Excel VBA 24-Hour Trainer, 2nd Edition
is the quick-start guide to getting more out of Excel, using Visual Basic for Applications. This unique
book/video package has been updated with fifteen new advanced video lessons, providing a total of
eleven hours of video training and 45 total lessons to teach you the basics and beyond. This
self-paced tutorial explains Excel VBA from the ground up, demonstrating with each advancing
lesson how you can increase your productivity. Clear, concise, step-by-step instructions are
combined with illustrations, code examples, and downloadable workbooks to give you a practical,
in-depth learning experience and results that apply to real-world scenarios. This is your
comprehensive guide to becoming a true Excel power user, with multimedia instruction and plenty
of hands-on practice. Program Excel's newest chart and pivot table object models Manipulate the
user interface to customize the look and feel of a project Utilize message boxes, input boxes, and
loops to yield customized logical results Interact with and manipulate Word, Access, PowerPoint,
and Outlook from Excel If you're ready to get more out of this incredibly functional program, Excel
VBA 24-Hour Trainer, 2nd Edition provides the expert instruction and fast, hands-on learning you
need.
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2013-04-18 The world’s most popular spreadsheet program is now more powerful than ever, but it’s
also more complex. That’s where this Missing Manual comes in. With crystal-clear explanations and
hands-on examples, Excel 2013: The Missing Manual shows you how to master Excel so you can
easily track, analyze, and chart your data. You'll be using new features like PowerPivot and Flash Fill
in no time. The important stuff you need to know: Go from novice to ace. Learn how to analyze your
data, from writing your first formula to charting your results. Illustrate trends. Discover the clearest
way to present your data using Excel’s new Quick Analysis feature. Broaden your analysis. Use pivot
tables, slicers, and timelines to examine your data from different perspectives. Import data. Pull data
from a variety of sources, including website data feeds and corporate databases. Work from the
Web. Launch and manage your workbooks on the road, using the new Excel Web App. Share your
worksheets. Store Excel files on SkyDrive and collaborate with colleagues on Facebook, Twitter, and
LinkedIn. Master the new data model. Use PowerPivot to work with millions of rows of data. Make
calculations. Review financial data, use math and scientific formulas, and perform statistical
analyses.
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Validate your expertise and get the attention of employers with Microsoft Office Specialist
certification. This comprehensive guide is what you need to prepare for certification in Excel 2003,
both the Specialist and Expert levels. Carefully planned by a seasoned Microsoft Office Specialist
instructor, this invaluable study guide uses real-world scenarios to teach the full range of Excel 2003
skills you need-not only to prepare for the certification exams, but also to increase your ability and



productivity in the workplace. Covering twenty-four Specialist exam objectives and thirty-three
Expert exam objectives, the book progresses through the functions and features of Excel software.
Even entry-level Excel users can rapidly build their skills. Excel 2003 Specialist Certification Skill
Sets * Creating Data and Content * Analyzing Data * Formatting Data and Content * Collaborating *
Managing Workbooks Excel 2003 Expert Certification Skill Sets * Organizing and Analyzing Data *
Formatting Data and Content * Collaborating * Managing Data and Workbooks * Customizing Excel
Plus, you'll find additional career preparation tools, including: * Solutions for real-world scenarios *
Structured learning for quick productivity * Full glossary of terms Go to
www.sybex.com/go/mosexcel2003 for downloadable sample files from the exercises in the book.
Practice what you've learned on your own. Visit www.sybex.com for all of your professional
certification needs.

vlookup between 2 workbooks: Principles of Financial Modelling Michael Rees, 2018-07-10
The comprehensive, broadly-applicable, real-world guide to financial modelling Principles of
Financial Modelling - Model Design and Best Practices Using Excel and VBAcovers the full spectrum
of financial modelling tools and techniques in order to provide practical skills that are grounded in
real-world applications. Based on rigorously-tested materials created for consulting projects and for
training courses, this book demonstrates how to plan, design and build financial models that are
flexible, robust, transparent, and highly applicable to a wide range of planning, forecasting and
decision-support contexts. This book integrates theory and practice to provide a high-value resource
for anyone wanting to gain a practical understanding of this complex and nuanced topic. Highlights
of its content include extensive coverage of: Model design and best practices, including the
optimisation of data structures and layout, maximising transparency, balancing complexity with
flexibility, dealing with circularity, model audit and error-checking Sensitivity and scenario analysis,
simulation, and optimisation Data manipulation and analysis The use and choice of Excel functions
and functionality, including advanced functions and those from all categories, as well as of VBA and
its key areas of application within financial modelling The companion website provides
approximately 235 Excel files (screen-clips of most of which are shown in the text), which
demonstrate key principles in modelling, as well as providing many examples of the use of Excel
functions and VBA macros. These facilitate learning and have a strong emphasis on practical
solutions and direct real-world application. For practical instruction, robust technique and clear
presentation, Principles of Financial Modelling is the premier guide to real-world financial modelling
from the ground up. It provides clear instruction applicable across sectors, settings and countries,
and is presented in a well-structured and highly-developed format that is accessible to people with
different backgrounds.
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0000000 = VLOOKUP (J000, 0000, 0000

BUSCARYV (VLOOKUP) - Ayuda de Editores de Documentos de Funcién SI (IF) Funciéon QUERY
CONTAR.SI (COUNTIF) BUSCARV (VLOOKUP) Visita el centro de aprendizaje ¢Usas productos de
Google, como Documentos de Google, en el trabajo o en

VLOOKUP - CupaBka - PegakTopsl Google [JokymenToB CunTtakcuc =BIIP (3amnpoc; guamna3oH;
MHIEKC; [oTcopTUpOoBaHO]) ApryMeHTH (DYHKIMU 3aIlIpOC - 3Ha4eHUe, 110 KOTOPOMY BHIIIOJIHSAETCS
IIOMCK B TTIEPBOM CTOJIOIE OUana30Ha. fUara30H -




VLOOKUP - Google 00000 0000 000 VLOOKUP 000000000 OO0 000ODOOOCOO0O0OCD 1000000000000
00000 o0RDOddiootoiooitboodtbooiiooono

Excel[[JI0——VLOOKUPIIINOOOOOD  0ODOOOO00OOVLOOKUPHONOOOOO VLOOKUPHOOODOCOOOO
[Excel(0000000000000C0ODO000O0 000 DOC0000

excel (00000 vieokup [0 00 if 000 - 00  000000OCOEXCELOOO0*0000" D0000000ODO000000000000000
[0 VLOOKUPOIMIFOOODO000CO0000000C00

excel[vlieokup[J00000? - 00 00000000 VLOOKUP [O000000000000CO000CO0000 0/00 0000000000000

000000000 og
VLOOKUP - Google Docs Editors Help Syntax =VLOOKUP (search key, range, index, [is_sorted])

Inputs search key: The value to search for in the first column of the range. range: The upper and
lower values to consider for

VLOOKUP - Google 1000000 00 =VLOOKUP (000, 00, 00, (000D 0000000 0000 0000000000000000 O
00 0000000 000 Doooooootoooobooooboa

VLOOKUP - Bantuan Editor Google Dokumen VLOOKUP menampilkan kecocokan pertama:
VLOOKUP hanya menampilkan kecocokan pertama. Jika Anda memiliki beberapa kunci penelusuran
yang cocok, sebuah nilai akan

excel[vleokup[JJ00? 01. VLOOKUPOOOD 00000 Excel DOO00000OCOO00OO00COVLOOKUP [0 4 0000
0000000 = VLOOKUP (0000, 0000, 0000

BUSCARYV (VLOOKUP) - Ayuda de Editores de Documentos de Funcion SI (IF) Funciéon QUERY
CONTAR.SI (COUNTIF) BUSCARV (VLOOKUP) Visita el centro de aprendizaje ¢Usas productos de
Google, como Documentos de Google, en el trabajo o en

VLOOKUP - CupaBka - PegakTopsl Google [TokymenToB CunTtakcuc =BIIP (3amnpoc; gramna3oH;
MHJEKC; [oTcopTUpoBaHO]) ApryMeHTH (OYHKIIMK 3aIlIpOC - 3HaYEHUE, 110 KOTOPOMY BBITIOJTHSIETCS
TIOKCK B TIEPBOM CTOJIOIe [Hana30Ha. Juana3oH -

VLOOKUP - Google 00000 0000 000 VLOOKUP 000000000 00 0O00000000C0000000 1000000000000
00000 DOOD0OOOOOORDOOOODOOO0ODORDO00O0n

Excel[[[00——VLOOKUPIIIOIOOOCCOD 0O00000000OVLOOKUPOOOOOO00 VLOOKUPOOOOOOOOOOD
OExcel(00000000CCCOO000000000 OO0 oteooO

excel [J0000 vieokup (10 [ if 000 - 00 00000CO0O0EXCELOOO0"0000"000000CCO00000CO000000C000
0 VLOOKUPOIOIFOOOOCCOOOO0000000000

excel[vleokup[J0000? - 00 00000000 VLOOKUP [O000000000000C0000C00000 0/00 0000000000000
000000000 oo

VLOOKUP - Google Docs Editors Help Syntax =VLOOKUP (search key, range, index, [is_sorted])
Inputs search key: The value to search for in the first column of the range. range: The upper and
lower values to consider for

VLOOKUP - Google [[000000 00 =VLOOKUP (000, 00, 00, (0001 0000000 0000 0000000000000000 0

00 0000000 D00 DO000000RO0000000000a
VLOOKUP - Bantuan Editor Google Dokumen VLOOKUP menampilkan kecocokan pertama:

VLOOKUP hanya menampilkan kecocokan pertama. Jika Anda memiliki beberapa kunci penelusuran
yang cocok, sebuah nilai akan

excel[vlookup[[0000? 01. VLOOKUPOOOD 00000 Excel O0000000000CCCCOOOOOVLOOKUP [0 4 0000
0000000 = VLOOKUP (0000, 0000, botO

BUSCARYV (VLOOKUP) - Ayuda de Editores de Documentos de Funcién SI (IF) Funcion QUERY
CONTAR.SI (COUNTIF) BUSCARV (VLOOKUP) Visita el centro de aprendizaje ¢Usas productos de
Google, como Documentos de Google, en el trabajo o en

VLOOKUP - CupaBka - PegakTopsl Google [TokymenToB Cunrtakcuc =BIIP (3anpoc; guamna3os;
MHJEKC; [oTcopTUpOoBaHO]) ApryMeHTH (DYHKIMU 3aIlIpOC - 3Ha4eHUe, I10 KOTOPOMY BHIIIOJIHSAETCS
IIOMCK B ITIEPBOM CTOJIOIE OUana30Ha. JUarna3oH -

VLOOKUP - Google 00000 0000 000 VLOOKUP 00000000 00 0O00COO00C0000C00 1000000000000
00000 DOODOOOODOCDODOODOOOODOoDOD0OO0 O

Excel[[JJJ——VLOOKUPIIIOOO00C00  COO00COOO0OVLOOKUPHOOOOOO0 VLOOKUPONOOOOOOODO




DExcelJ000000000000000000C000 000 DO00000

excel (0000 vieokup [0 [ if 000 - 00 O0000OOOCEXCELOOO0*0000"DO0000COOO000COO0000C00000
0 VLOOKU PO FOO000N000000C0000000

excel{Jvleokup[J]000? - 00 00000000 VLOOKUP 0000000C0OCNO0000000000000 0/00 0000000000000

000000000 oo
VLOOKUP - Google Docs Editors Help Syntax =VLOOKUP (search key, range, index, [is_sorted])

Inputs search key: The value to search for in the first column of the range. range: The upper and
lower values to consider for
VLOOKUP - Google 000000 00 =VLOOKUP (000, 00, 00, [0001) 0000000 0000 CO000000C0000000 O

00 0000000 D00 DO000000RO0000000000a
VLOOKUP - Bantuan Editor Google Dokumen VLOOKUP menampilkan kecocokan pertama:

VLOOKUP hanya menampilkan kecocokan pertama. Jika Anda memiliki beberapa kunci penelusuran
yang cocok, sebuah nilai akan

excel[vlookup[J[0000? 01. VLOOKUPIOD 00000 Excel O0000000000CCCCOOOOOVLOOKUP [0 4 0000
0000000 = VLOOKUP (0000, 0000, botO

BUSCARYV (VLOOKUP) - Ayuda de Editores de Documentos de Funcién SI (IF) Funciéon QUERY
CONTAR.SI (COUNTIF) BUSCARV (VLOOKUP) Visita el centro de aprendizaje ¢Usas productos de
Google, como Documentos de Google, en el trabajo o en

VLOOKUP - CupaBka - PegakTopsl Google [JlokymenToB Cunrtakcuc =BIIP (3anpoc; guamna3oH;
MHIEKC; [0oTcopTUpOoBaHO]) ApryMeHTH (DYHKIMU 3aIlIpOC - 3Ha4eHUe, 10 KOTOPOMY BHIIIOJIHSIETCS
IIOMCK B ITIEPBOM CTOJIOIE OUala30Ha. fUamna3oH -

VLOOKUP - Google 00000 0000 000 VLOOKUP [O0000000 00 0O00COO00C0000000 1000000000000
00000 DOODOOOODOCDODOODOOOODOoDOD0OO0 O

Excel[J0J——VLOOKUPIIIOOO00C00  COO00COOO0OVLOOKUPHOOOOOO0 VLOOKUPONOOOOOOODO
OExcelJ00000000000CO00000C000 000 O0RCOOO

excel [0000 vleokup [0 0 if 000 - 00 00000COOOEXCELOOO0"0000"000000CCO00000CO00000CC000
0 VLOOKU PO FOOOOOCOOO00000000000

Related to vlookup between 2 workbooks

How to do VLOOKUP in Excel with two sheets (TWCN Tech News2y) If your lookup range and
lookup value are kept in different Excel workbooks, then don’t worry about it because VLOOKUP can
get things done with ease. Now, if you wish to VLOOKUP workbooks via Excel

How to do VLOOKUP in Excel with two sheets (TWCN Tech News2y) If your lookup range and
lookup value are kept in different Excel workbooks, then don’t worry about it because VLOOKUP can
get things done with ease. Now, if you wish to VLOOKUP workbooks via Excel
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