
what to do with old textbooks
what to do with old textbooks can pose a dilemma for many students and professionals alike. As
knowledge evolves and courses change, textbooks often become obsolete, leading individuals to
wonder how to handle these unwanted books. Fortunately, there are numerous options available for
repurposing, recycling, or selling old textbooks. This article will explore various strategies for
dealing with outdated educational resources, including selling, donating, recycling, and creative
repurposing ideas. By the end of this guide, you will have a comprehensive understanding of the
most effective ways to manage your old textbooks.
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Understanding the Value of Old Textbooks
Before deciding what to do with old textbooks, it is essential to assess their value. The value can
vary based on several factors, including the book's condition, edition, and demand. Older editions of
certain textbooks may not hold significant value, while recent editions or specialized texts may still
be sought after by students and educators.

Textbooks that are in good condition, with minimal wear and tear, can often fetch a higher price in
the resale market. Additionally, textbooks used in popular courses, especially in fields like medicine,
law, and engineering, tend to retain their value longer than those in less popular subjects.

Understanding these aspects can help you make informed decisions about whether to sell, donate, or
recycle your old textbooks. Evaluating their condition and market demand is a crucial first step in
this process.

Options for Selling Old Textbooks
One of the most popular ways to handle old textbooks is to sell them. There are various platforms
and methods available for selling your unwanted books, each with its pros and cons.



Online Marketplaces
Online marketplaces provide a convenient way to reach potential buyers directly. Websites like
Amazon, eBay, and specialized textbook resale sites allow you to list your books and set your prices.
Selling online can often yield a better return than selling to local bookstores, especially for rare or
high-demand titles.

Campus Bookstores
Many college campuses have bookstores that buy back textbooks at the end of each semester. While
the price offered is often lower than online sales, selling to a campus bookstore can be a quick and
hassle-free option. It's a straightforward way to get cash for books that may not have significant
resale value elsewhere.

Social Media and Local Sales
Utilizing social media platforms like Facebook Marketplace or local community groups can also be
effective for selling old textbooks. This method allows for easy communication with potential buyers
and often avoids shipping costs. Local sales are an excellent way to connect with fellow students or
community members who might need the books.

Donating Textbooks to Charitable Organizations
If selling isn't a viable option, consider donating your old textbooks to charitable organizations.
Many groups accept textbooks and use them to support educational initiatives.

Local Schools and Libraries
Local schools and libraries often appreciate donations of educational materials. Your textbooks could
help students who may not have access to them otherwise. Before donating, it's advisable to check
with the institution for their specific needs.

Non-profit Organizations
Numerous non-profit organizations accept textbook donations, especially those focused on education
in underserved communities. Organizations like Books for Africa and the World Literacy Foundation
are excellent choices for donating textbooks and providing educational resources where they are
needed most.

Recycling Old Textbooks
When textbooks are too worn or outdated to be sold or donated, recycling is an eco-friendly option.
Recycling helps reduce waste and can prevent old books from ending up in landfills.



Find a Local Recycling Facility
Many communities have recycling programs that accept paper products, including old textbooks.
Check with local recycling facilities to see if they have specific guidelines for recycling books, as
some may require the removal of hardcovers.

Book Recycling Programs
Several organizations specialize in recycling books. These programs often ensure that the materials
are reused or recycled in an environmentally responsible manner. Research local or national
programs that accept book donations for recycling purposes.

Creative Ways to Repurpose Textbooks
Old textbooks can also be transformed into creative projects. Instead of discarding them, consider
these innovative ideas for repurposing.

Art Projects
Textbooks can be used as materials for various art projects. From creating collages to making
sculptures, the pages and covers offer unique textures and designs that can inspire creativity.

Home Decor
Old textbooks can be repurposed into decorative items for your home. For example, stacked books
can serve as a rustic side table, or you can create a unique bookshelf by simply stacking them in
creative ways.

Gift Ideas
Books can also be transformed into thoughtful gifts. Consider using pages from old textbooks to
create personalized bookmarks or framed art pieces that highlight specific topics or illustrations.

Conclusion
There are numerous options available when considering what to do with old textbooks. Whether you
choose to sell, donate, recycle, or repurpose them, each approach has its benefits. Understanding
the value of your textbooks is essential to making the best decision. By exploring these alternatives,
you can contribute to a more sustainable environment, support education, and even unleash your
creativity. No matter how you choose to handle your old textbooks, you can take pride in knowing
that you are making a positive impact.



Q: What are the best ways to sell old textbooks?
A: The best ways to sell old textbooks include using online marketplaces such as Amazon and eBay,
selling to local campus bookstores, and utilizing social media platforms like Facebook Marketplace
for local sales.

Q: Can I donate old textbooks to any organization?
A: Yes, you can donate old textbooks to local schools, libraries, and various non-profit organizations
that focus on education, such as Books for Africa. It's best to check with them first to see what types
of books they need.

Q: What should I do if my textbooks are too damaged to sell or
donate?
A: If your textbooks are too damaged, you can recycle them. Many local recycling facilities accept
paper products, including books, and there are also organizations that specialize in book recycling.

Q: Are there any creative ways to repurpose old textbooks?
A: Yes, you can use old textbooks for art projects, home decor, or even create personalized gifts like
bookmarks and framed art pieces using pages from the books.

Q: How do I determine the value of my old textbooks?
A: To determine the value of your old textbooks, assess their condition, check the current market
demand, and research similar listings on resale platforms to see what others are charging for the
same or similar titles.

Q: Is selling textbooks online worth the effort?
A: Selling textbooks online can be worth the effort, especially for in-demand titles or recent editions.
It often yields higher returns than selling to local bookstores, though it may require more time for
listing and shipping.
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Students a Real Path to Success Scott Mendelsberg, 2014-12-04 This remarkable, first-hand
account reveals the impediments and challenges to educating inner-city secondary students when so
much is arrayed against them and how believing in all kids helped save a school and change
education in the state of Colorado. In 2 years, Principal Scott Mendelsberg took his school from a
17% to a 73% college matriculation rate. He didn’t get new teachers, a new building, different kids,
or a new curriculum. He just made sure students realized that college was an option for them.
Advance Praise for College Now! “Through funny, sad, and triumphant stories, Mendelsberg lays out
the power of high expectations; the need to support and hold educators accountable; and the
strategies for creating a learning environment that embraces rigor and engagement. Additionally, he
makes the case for competency-based learning with digital resources, self-paced learning, and
performance gateways where students demonstrate readiness.” —From the Foreword by Tom
Vander Ark, CEO of Getting Smart “School reform, up close and personal from the desk of a
principal. Lively. Insightful. Honest.” —Brad Jupp, Senior Program Advisor, United States
Department of Education “If you’re suffering a bit from reform fatigue and wondering whether
anything works in really changing schools, you must absolutely read this book because it will give
you renewed hope.” —David Longanecker, executive director, Western Interstate Commission on
Higher Education, and former Assistant Secretary of Education under President Clinton Scott is
truly a ‘principal's principal.’ His experience in the urban high school setting provides new
principals with a guide for exploring their own thinking about how to lead their schools in increasing
studentachievement.” —Lynn Fair, principal, Aurora Central High School, Aurora, CO “Brilliant!
With the skill of a master storyteller, Scott Mendelsberg has written a primer for all school
administrators. His grasp of leadership principles is keen and his insights right on the mark, making
College Now! a must-read for educators.” —Mike Miles, superintendent, Dallas Independent School
District
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more productively? How can we create schools that enable each and every child to achieve the
education to which he or she aspires? We can with a new technology of education - a technology
focused on student practice and conceptual visualization. Fortunately, this new technology is now at
hand, and it can enable us to revolutionize education. Please join me in an exploration of these new
physical ideas that are here, so desperately, needed. Art Bardige
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Reading the Four-Blocks(R) Way for grades 1–3. This 224-page book gives a glimpse into classrooms
that use the Guided Reading model within a balanced literacy program. The book includes a list of
materials needed, comprehension skills and strategies, and activities for before, during, and after
reading a text. It also includes a list of children's literature. The book supports the Four-Blocks(R)
Literacy Model.
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This volume, The New Social Studies: People, Projects and Perspectives is not an attempt to be the
comprehensive book on the era. Given the sheer number of projects that task would be impossible.
However, the current lack of knowledge about the politics, people and projects of the NSS is
unfortunate as it often appears that new scholars are reinventing the wheel due to their lack of
knowledge about the history of the social studies field. The goal of this book then, is to sample the
projects and individuals involved with the New Social Studies (NSS) in an attempt to provide an
understanding of what came before and to suggest guidance to those concerned with social studies
reform in the future—especially in light of the standardization of curriculum and assessment
currently underway in many states. The authors who contributed to this project were recruited with
several goals in mind including a broad range of ages, interests and experiences with the NSS from
participants during the NSS era through new, young scholars who had never heard much about the
NSS. As many of the authors remind us in their chapters, much has been written, of the failure of
the NSS. However, in every chapter of this book, the authors also point out the remnants of the
projects that remain.
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