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are test questions a fundamental component of educational assessment, serving various purposes
from gauging student understanding to preparing for standardized exams. These questions can vary
widely in format, including multiple-choice, open-ended, and true/false formats, each designed to
test different levels of knowledge and cognitive skills. In this article, we will explore the different
types of test questions, their significance in educational settings, strategies for creating effective
test questions, and common pitfalls to avoid. By understanding the nuances of test questions,
educators and students alike can enhance their assessment strategies and improve learning
outcomes.
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Understanding Different Types of Test Questions

Test questions can be categorized into various types, each serving distinct educational purposes. A
thorough understanding of these types is crucial for both educators and learners as it influences how
knowledge is conveyed and assessed.

Multiple-Choice Questions

Multiple-choice questions (MCQs) are one of the most common formats used in assessments. They
consist of a question followed by several answer choices, where only one option is correct. This
format allows for quick grading and can cover a wide range of content.

Advantages: Efficient for large-scale assessments, easily graded by machines, and can test
recall and understanding of concepts.

Disadvantages: May encourage guessing, and poorly written questions can confuse students.



Open-Ended Questions

Open-ended questions require students to provide a written response, demonstrating their
understanding and ability to articulate concepts. These questions can assess higher-order thinking
skills, such as analysis and synthesis.

Advantages: Allow for deeper insight into student understanding, promote critical thinking,
and encourage creativity.

Disadvantages: Time-consuming to grade, and responses may vary widely, complicating
assessment consistency.

True/False Questions

True/false questions are straightforward and test the ability to discern factual information. Students
are presented with statements and must identify them as true or false.

Advantages: Quick to answer and grade, ideal for assessing basic knowledge.

Disadvantages: Limited depth of understanding assessed, and can lead to a 50% guessing
chance.

The Importance of Test Questions in Education

Test questions play a crucial role in the educational process. They serve not only as tools for
assessment but also as instruments for learning. Understanding their significance can enhance their
design and implementation.

Assessing Knowledge and Skills

One of the primary purposes of test questions is to assess students' knowledge and skills. By
evaluating what students know, educators can identify areas of strength and weakness, tailoring
instruction accordingly.



Feedback and Improvement

Test questions provide valuable feedback to both students and educators. For students, assessments
highlight areas needing improvement; for educators, they indicate the effectiveness of their teaching
strategies.

Preparing for Future Assessments

Regular exposure to various test questions can prepare students for future assessments, including
high-stakes testing like SATs or ACTs. Familiarity with different question formats can reduce anxiety
and improve performance.

Creating Effective Test Questions

Crafting effective test questions is an art that requires careful consideration. Well-designed
questions can enhance the learning experience and provide accurate assessments.

Aligning Questions with Learning Objectives

Effective test questions should align with the learning objectives of the course. Each question must
assess specific knowledge or skills that students are expected to demonstrate.

Clarity and Precision

Clear and precise wording is essential in test questions. Ambiguity can lead to confusion and
misinterpretation, resulting in inaccurate assessments of student knowledge.

Bloom's Taxonomy and Cognitive Levels

Utilizing Bloom's Taxonomy can help educators create questions that assess various cognitive levels,
from basic recall to higher-order thinking. This ensures a comprehensive assessment of student
learning.

Knowledge: Recall facts and basic concepts.

Comprehension: Understand and explain ideas.



Application: Use information in new situations.

Analysis: Break down information into parts.

Synthesis: Combine elements to form a new whole.

Evaluation: Make judgments based on criteria.

Common Pitfalls in Test Question Design

Even experienced educators can fall prey to common pitfalls when designing test questions.
Recognizing these can lead to more effective assessments.

Overly Complicated Wording

Using jargon or unnecessarily complex language can confuse students. Questions should be
straightforward and accessible to ensure that students are assessed on knowledge rather than
language comprehension.

Leading Questions

Leading questions can bias student responses, undermining the reliability of the assessment.
Questions should be neutral and allow for a range of responses.

Neglecting to Review and Revise

Failing to review and revise questions can lead to errors and inconsistencies. Regularly updating
test questions based on feedback and performance analysis can enhance their effectiveness.

Strategies for Answering Test Questions

Understanding how to approach test questions can significantly impact student performance.
Employing effective strategies can lead to better outcomes.



Reading Questions Carefully

Students should take the time to read each question thoroughly to avoid misinterpretation.
Highlighting key terms can help focus on what is being asked.

Eliminating Clearly Wrong Answers

In multiple-choice questions, students should eliminate options that are clearly incorrect. This
increases the probability of selecting the correct answer, especially when guessing.

Time Management

Effective time management during tests is crucial. Students should allocate their time wisely,
ensuring they can answer all questions while maintaining accuracy.

Reviewing Answers

Students should always leave time to review their answers at the end of the exam. This allows for
catching mistakes and making necessary corrections.

FAQs about Test Questions

Q: What are test questions used for?
A: Test questions are used to assess knowledge and skills, provide feedback, and prepare students
for future assessments. They help educators identify strengths and weaknesses in student learning.

Q: How can I create better test questions?
A: To create better test questions, ensure alignment with learning objectives, use clear and precise
wording, and consider various cognitive levels using Bloom's Taxonomy.

Q: What are some common types of test questions?
A: Common types of test questions include multiple-choice, open-ended, and true/false questions,
each serving different purposes in assessment.



Q: How can students prepare for tests with multiple question
formats?
A: Students can prepare for tests by practicing with various question formats, reviewing subject
material thoroughly, and developing test-taking strategies such as time management and critical
reading.

Q: What are some pitfalls to avoid when designing test
questions?
A: Common pitfalls include using overly complicated wording, creating leading questions, and
neglecting to review and revise questions for clarity and relevance.

Q: Can test questions influence learning outcomes?
A: Yes, well-designed test questions can enhance learning outcomes by accurately assessing
knowledge, providing constructive feedback, and guiding future instruction.

Q: How should I approach open-ended test questions?
A: When answering open-ended questions, students should take time to plan their responses, provide
clear and structured answers, and support their ideas with evidence or examples.
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areas that are needed for NCLEX-RN success--safe and effective care, health promotion,
physiological and psychological integrity--are interwoven into an engaging format. References at the
end of each chapter provide guidance for additional study as needed. Electronic and web resources
provide quick access to valuable web-delivered information that will be useful in a clinical setting.
eBook versions of this text will take the reader directly to the web resource. Key Features:
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study option and relief from endless Q&A format offered by other content review books Develops
critical thinking skills to help students think like a nurse Incorporates all types of NCLEX-style
questions into unfolding case studies
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Questions Complete Test Preparation Inc., 2018 Complete Nelson Denny study guide, prepared by
a dedicated team of exam experts, with everything you need to pass the Nelson Denny Reading Test
(NDRT)! Pass the Nelson Denny will help you: Learn faster Practice with 2 complete practice
question sets (over 480 questions) Identify your strengths and weaknesses quickly Concentrate your
study time Increase your score with multiple choice strategies from exam experts Answer multiple
choice questions strategically Increase your vocabulary fast with powerful learning strategies Make
a Nelson Denny study plan and study schedule Learn a step-by-step plan for answering multiple
choice Practice answering multiple choice with 50 strategy practice questions Also included in this
comprehensive Nelson Denny resource, is a critical chapter to your exam success: How to Improve
your Vocabulary - Powerful vocabulary boosting strategies plus over 200 vocabulary practice
questions. Practice Makes Perfect! The more questions you see, the more likely you are to pass the
test. And between our study guide and practice tests, you’ll have over 400 practice questions that
cover every category. You can fine-tune your knowledge in areas where you feel comfortable and be
more efficient in improving your problem areas. Our practice test questions have been developed by
our dedicated team of experts. All the material in the study guide, including every practice question,
is designed to engage the critical thinking skills that are needed to pass the Nelson Denny Test.
Maybe you have read this kind of thing before, and maybe feel you don't need it, and you are not
sure if you are going to buy this eBook. Remember though, it only a few percentage points divide the
PASS from the FAIL students. Even if our test tips increase your score by a few percentage points,
isn't that worth it? Why not do everything you can to get the best score on the Nelson Denny?
  are test questions: Questions and Answers to Help You Pass the Real Estate Appraisal Exams
Jeffrey D. Fisher, Dennis S. Tosh, 2004 Newly updated, Mastering Real Estate Principles, 4th Edition
is more organized, more appealing, and more user- friendly than ever before. Known for its
workbook format and interactive approach to learning, this new edition features updated content, an
enhanced interior design, and a new construction section. This complete learning system comes
loaded with multiple teaching tools and instructor resource guide to reduce instructor workload.
  are test questions: Practice the CAAT! Practice test questions for the Canadian Adult
Achievement Test Complete Test Preparation Inc., 2015 Master the Canadian Adult Achievement
Test(CAAT) Test You have arrived! Here is everything you need to pass the CAAT! We have helped
thousands of students and we can help you! Canadian Adult Education Credential: Your Path to
Success Unlock your potential and ensure your success with our comprehensive Canadian Adult
Achievement Test Practice Workbook. Here is what the CAAT Practice Workbook will do for you:
Last minute? In a rush? Easy-to-follow tutorials (plus video) so you learn faster and learn easier.
Looking for that extra edge? Increase your score with a complete answer key with test taking tips
and multiple choice strategies from exam experts. Not sure what to expect? Practice with 2 complete
practice question sets (over 300 questions) Distracted? Busy? Make the most of your study time a
CAAT study plan and study schedule Why Choose Our Practice Workbook? Comprehensive
Coverage: Our guide covers all key areas assessed in the CAAT Test, ensuring you’re fully prepared
for every section. Expertly Crafted Questions: Each practice question and tutorial is created by
experts to mirror the types of questions you’ll encounter on the actual test. Everyone knows practice



makes perfect! TWO Sets of practice test questions, prepared by experts, over 300 questions,
including: Reading: Improve your reading comprehension with detailed tutorials and practice
passages that cover a range of genres and styles.· Mathematics: Master mathematical concepts from
basic arithmetic to advanced problem-solving techniques through step-by-step tutorials and
numerous practice problems. Vocabulary: Improve your vocabulary fast with skill-building practice
questions Why Us? The Complete Test Preparation Team has been publishing high quality study
materials since 2005, with a catalogue of over 175 titles, in English, French, Spanish and Chinese, as
well as ESL curriculum for all levels. Our textbooks and curriculum has been sold in over 100
countries. You have come to the right place. If you want to spend your valuable study time where it
will help you the most – we’ve got you covered today and tomorrow. Bonus Section: How to Improve
Your Vocabulary Fast Unlock the power of words with our dedicated bonus section designed to
improve your vocabulary. This section is packed with hundreds of practice questions that cover
essential areas including: · Stem words · Synonyms · Antonyms · Prefix · Suffix · Top vocabulary
questions commonly found on standardized tests. You get the knowledge and skills you need to
succeed. With our CAAT Practice Workbook, you’ll be one step closer to achieving your career goals.
Invest in your future with our Canadian Adult Achievement Test practice workbook and take the first
step towards achieving your academic and career goals.
  are test questions: Saunders 2018-2019 Strategies for Test Success - E-Book Linda Anne
Silvestri, Angela Silvestri, 2017-06-22 Get more than just practice questions; get comprehensive test
and nursing school preparation that’s proven to help you succeed! Written by the most trusted
expert in NCLEX exam prep, Saunders 2018-2019 Strategies for Test Success: Passing Nursing
School and the NCLEX Exam, 5th Edition is an invaluable guide that teaches you how to master the
things that matter most on the NCLEX exam and your nursing school exams: critical thinking,
problem solving, and time management. In this guide you’ll find not only 1,200 practice questions
and rationales that reflect the latest NCLEX-RN and NCLEX-PN test plans, but you’ll also get a
wealth of proven tips and real-world hints to help you overcome text anxiety, develop effective study
habits, and confidently evaluate and identify the correct answer for a variety of test question types,
including alternate item formats. It’s a must-have resource for any nursing student who needs not
just practice, but well-rounded preparation! A Reducing Test Anxiety chapter offers simple
strategies to control test-induced stress and gain the confidence needed to pass exams. A
Developing Study Skills chapter provides helpful tips on improving time management for more
efficient exam preparation. 1,200 review questions are included in the book and online, providing a
2-in-1 approach to learning strategies and test-taking skills UNIQUE! Student-to-Student Hints
highlight real life strategies that have helped other students graduate from nursing school and pass
the NCLEX exam. Helpful Tips for the Nursing Student highlight the most important concepts
needed for exam success. Online practice questions let you apply the strategies learned from the
text in a realistic electronic testing environment. Emphasis on comprehensive test preparation helps
you develop, refine, and apply the reasoning skills you need to succeed throughout nursing school
and on the NCLEX examination. Priority concepts for each question help you link your
concept-based classes and NCLEX prep. Chapters on specific question content — such as
prioritization, pharmacology, triage/disaster management, and delegation — offer numerous
examples to prepare you for higher-level questions. A fun, 4-color design features cartoons and bold
designs to help engage visual learners. NEW! Thoroughly updated content reflects the most current
NCLEX-RN and NCLEX-PN test plans. NEW! Experience level coding for questions designates each
question as beginning, intermediate, or experienced to help focus your learning throughout all
points of your nursing school career. NEW! Increased focus on clinical judgement incorporates
strategies for clinical judgement, question data, and question abnormalities into the NCLEX-style
questions. NEW! Expanded client-centered options address the increasing import of the
patient-centered care QSEN competency on the NCLEX Exam. NEW! Additional coverage of
interprofessionalism is incorporated.
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Comprehensive Subject Review + Practice Barron's Educational Series, Mike Byrnes and
Associates,, 2023-07-04 Be prepared for exam day with Barron’s. Trusted content from CDL experts!
Barron’s CDL: Commercial Driver’s License Truck Driver’s Test includes in-depth content review
and practice. It’s the only book you’ll need to be prepared for exam day. Written by Experienced
Educators Learn from Barron’s--all content is written and reviewed by CDL experts Build your
understanding with comprehensive review tailored to the most recent written and driving tests Get a
leg up with tips, strategies, and study advice for exam day--it’s like having a trusted tutor by your
side Be Confident on Exam Day Sharpen your test-taking skills with 2 sample Knowledge Tests, a
diagnostic test for assessing strengths and areas for improvement, and practice for the Skills Test
Strengthen your knowledge with in-depth review covering all topics CDL drivers need to know,
including federal motor carrier safety regulations, basic vehicle control, vehicle inspection, and
much more Reinforce your learning with hundreds of practice questions covering all tested topics
Deepen your understanding with expert advice about commercial driver licensing, dozens of detailed
diagrams that demonstrate proper driving procedures, and a series of appendices with state-specific
transportation resources
  are test questions: NCLEX-PN 2016 Strategies, Practice and Review with Practice Test
Kaplan Nursing, 2016-03-29 Pass the NCLEX-PN! Passing the NCLEX-PN exam is not just about
what you know—it’s about how you think. With expert critical thinking strategies and targeted
practice, Kaplan’s NCLEX-PN 2016 Strategies, Practice & Review with Practice Test shows you how
to leverage your content knowledge to think like a nurse. Features: * 9 critical thinking paths to
break down what exam questions are asking * 6 end-of-chapter practice sets to help you put critical
thinking principles into action * Streamlined content review, organized along the exam’s “Client
Needs” framework * Review of all question types, including alternate-format questions * Full-length
practice test * Detailed rationales for all answer choices, correct and incorrect * Techniques for
mastering the computer adaptive test With expert strategies and the most test-like questions
anywhere, NCLEX-PN 2016 Strategies, Practice & Review with Practice Test will make you assured
and confident on test day.
  are test questions: Saunders Comprehensive Review for the NCLEX-RN Examination
Linda Anne Silvestri, 2011 Accompanying CD-ROM includes more than 4500 NCLEX
examination-style review questions in quiz, study, or exam mode, a diagnostic pre-test, audio and
video questions, and audio review summaries.
  are test questions: Saunders Q & A Review for the NCLEX-RN® Examination, Third South Asia
Edition - E-BOOK Linda Anne Silvestri, Angela Silvestri, Annu Kaushik, 2024-07-15 Saunders Q & A
Review for the NCLEX-RN® Examination, Third South Asia Edition - E-BOOK
  are test questions: Saunders Comprehensive Review for the NCLEX-RN® Examination -
E-Book Linda Anne Silvestri, 2010-10-12 This title includes additional digital media when purchased
in print format. For this digital book edition, media content is not included.
  are test questions: Digital SAT Study Guide Premium, 2025: 4 Practice Tests + Comprehensive
Review + Online Practice Brian W. Stewart, 2024-07-02 Get ready for Digital SAT test day with
Barron’s and crush your goals. Barron's Digital SAT Premium Study Guide, 2025 provides
comprehensive subject review, 1800 + practice questions, and a robust strategy guide to the College
Board Digital Adaptive Tests. Internationally known expert author and tutor, Brian W. Stewart, a
Princeton graduate and perfect SAT score holder, puts his 30,000 plus hours of teaching and
tutoring experience to work for you. He gives you the same clear and concise advice to excel on the
Digital SAT that has helped his students from all ability levels earn perfect SAT scores and admission
to Ivy League universities. All the Review You Need from an SAT Expert Tips and strategies
throughout from Barron’s SAT expert author—it’s like having a tutor by your side In-depth subject
review covering all sections of the test: Math, Reading, and Writing Hundreds of additional practice
questions in each subject review section 1,800+ Practice Questions—the Most High-Quality SAT
Practice Anywhere 4 full-length practice tests in the book, including 1 diagnostic test to assess your
skills and target your studying, and a print adaptive test designed like the current SAT Hundreds of



practice drills with all SAT question types: Words-in-Context Text Structure and Purpose Cross-Text
Connections Central Ideas and Details Command of Evidence: Textual Command of Evidence:
Quantitative Inferences Boundaries Form, Structure, and Sense Transitions Rhetorical Synthesis
Algebra Problem Solving and Data Analysis Advanced Math Geometry and Trigonometry In-depth
strategies to tackle each question type Detailed answer explanations for all practice tests and
questions Strategy Guide to College Board Adaptive Tests + More Practice Online More than 300
online practice drills categorized by question type for targeted review New advanced practice
questions representing the toughest Reading, Writing, and Math you will find on the SAT Scoring to
check your learning progress Revised digital calendar to track your study plans Strategy Guide to
the SAT Targeted strategies for tackling the toughest questions on the College Board adaptive tests
Test preparation calendars to help organize your study plan Tips on using online tools in the SAT
interface, such as the Desmos Calculator, Answer Elimination Tool, and Annotation Feature How to
make the most of your SAT Bluebook results Time management options and dealing with test anxiety
Advice for students with testing accommodations Guide for parents on how best to help your child
succeed on the SAT
  are test questions: Saunders 2016-2017 Strategies for Test Success - E-Book Linda Anne
Silvestri, Angela E. Silvestri, 2015-07-29 Take the anxiety out of taking any nursing test with
Saunders 2016-2017 Strategies for Test Success: Passing Nursing School and the NCLEX Exam, 4th
Edition. Written by the most trusted expert in NCLEX prep, Linda Silvestri, and updated to reflect
the most current NCLEX test plans, this invaluable guide covers key topics like time management,
critical thinking, and problem solving, with tips to help you overcome test anxiety and develop
effective study habits. Learn how to confidently evaluate and identify the correct answer for a
variety of test question types, including alternate item formats, with chapters on preparing for
nursing exams, prioritization methods, and pharmacology questions, and practice your skills and
gain realistic test-taking experience with the book and Evolve site’s 1,200 practice questions. A
Reducing Test Anxiety chapter offers simple strategies to control test-induced stress and gain the
confidence needed to pass exams. A Developing Study Skills chapter provides helpful tips on
improving time management for more efficient exam preparation. An emphasis on comprehensive
test preparation helps you develop, refine, and apply the reasoning skills you need to succeed
throughout nursing school and on the NCLEX examination. Coverage of detailed critical thinking
methods offers valuable clues to help you analyze and uncover the correct answer option for all
question types, including multiple-choice and alternate item-format questions. Helpful Tips for the
Beginning Nursing Student highlight the most important concepts needed for exam success.
Chapters on specific question content — such as prioritization, pharmacology, triage/disaster
management, and delegation — provide numerous examples to prepare you for higher-level
questions. UNIQUE! Student-to-Student Hints highlight real life strategies that have helped other
students graduate from nursing school and pass the NCLEX exam. Online practice questions let you
apply the strategies learned from the text in a realistic electronic testing environment. A fun, 4-color
design features cartoons and bold designs to help engage visual learners. NEW! Thoroughly updated
content reflects the most current NCLEX test plans. Summary information on the latest test plans is
highlighted in chapter 4. NEW! Addition of SI units and removal of trade drug names reflect the
upcoming changes to the NCLEX-RN test plan. NEW! 200 new practice questions bring the overall
total to 1,200 questions on the Evolve site. NEW! Two-year revision cycle ensures that the content is
current and covers all of the question types found on the NCLEX exam. NEW! Priority Concepts
added to each question help readers link their concept-based classes and NCLEX prep.
  are test questions: Digital SAT Study Guide Premium, 2024: 4 Practice Tests +
Comprehensive Review + Online Practice Brian W. Stewart, 2023-08 An expert overview of the
new Digital SAT--how the exam is changing and what to expect from the digital interface on test
day--
  are test questions: The Pearson Guide To Mba Entrance Examinations, 2/E Thorpe, 2008-09
  are test questions: Certified Respiratory Therapist Exam Review Guide Albert Heuer,



Louis Sinopoli, 2010-11-15 Certified Respiratory Therapist Review Guide is a comprehensive study
guide for respiratory therapy students and graduates of accredited respiratory therapy education
programs who are seeking to take the entry-level Certified Respiratory Therapist(CRT) credentialing
exam from the National Board for Respiratory Care (NBRC). This unique review guide devotes
extensive coverage to two problematic areas for credentialing exam candidates, which are not
covered in any of the other texts: 1). test-taking skills, and 2). key points to remember in taking the
NBRC computerized exams. Special emphasis is also given to material and subject areas which have
proven to be especially challenging for exam candidates (such as basic pulmonary function testing,
arterial blood gas [ABGs] interpretation, monitoring critically ill [ICU] patients, neonatal and
pediatric care, recommending modifications to therapy, and more). Certified Respiratory Therapist
Review Guide is authored by experts who take the credentialing exam annually, so you can be sure
the content and format of this guide is current!
  are test questions: The Pedagogy of Secondary-School Mathematics Shizao Zhang,
2023-07-31 This book elucidates the principal aspects and characteristics of secondary school
mathematics teaching and learning in China. It combines the cultivation of students' mathematical
abilities with the improvement of teaching skills, and explores from both theory and practice to
create mathematical pedagogy which has been widely recognized by experts in this field. This book
presents a number of mathematics teaching principles and methods, and has been used as an
important resource book for mathematics teachers’ education.
  are test questions: PISA Take the Test Sample Questions from OECD's PISA
Assessments OECD, 2009-02-02 This book presents all the publicly available questions from the
PISA surveys. Some of these questions were used in the PISA 2000, 2003 and 2006 surveys and
others were used in developing and trying out the assessment.
  are test questions: 50 Plus One Ways to Improve Your Study Habits Stephen Edwards,
2006-08 Whether preparing to take the SATs or trying to finish your graduate degree in the
evenings, 50 plus one Ways to Improve Your Study Habits is a must. Everyone who is trying to
improve their academic standing needs help and this easy-to-use book with handy, practical tips is
just the ticket. Learn the importance of regular study time, create a study environment that is free of
distractions and learn the importance of personal organization. Learn to learn by using the limited
amount of time you have more effectively. You will learn: the essentials of good study habits; time
management; how to set priorities; schedule study time when you are at your peak; how to create
the proper study environment; how to design a self-motivated reward system; how to remove
pressure when studying, and much more. A perfect gift for every student, regardless of age or
educational level.
  are test questions: Building Success on Success Bill Hanlon, 2018-11-14 In this book Bill
Hanlon provides examples and recommends highly effective and practical instructional and
assessment strategies that classroom teachers can immediately implement and that school
administrators can readily observe. These high yield strategies build on accepted practices and
directly address the needs of struggling students or students living in poverty. The common sense
approach assists classroom teachers in organizing their instruction by connecting preparation and
instruction to student notes, homework, test preparation, and assessments so students study more
effectively and efficiently resulting in increased student performance. Hanlon also emphasizes the
importance of student-teacher relationships and the implementing a success-on-success model.
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