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annotated bibliography example nhd is more than just a list of sources; it's
a foundational element of any successful National History Day (NHD) project,
demonstrating the depth and rigor of a student's research. This comprehensive
guide will demystify the process of creating an outstanding annotated
bibliography tailored specifically to NHD requirements, offering practical
advice and crucial examples. We will explore the essential components of a
well-crafted entry, from precise citation formatting to insightful
annotations that showcase critical thinking and source evaluation.
Understanding how to properly analyze and present your sources is paramount
for NHD competitors, as it directly reflects your understanding of historical
inquiry and academic integrity. This article aims to equip students and
educators alike with the knowledge and tools needed to construct an annotated
bibliography that not only meets but exceeds NHD standards, contributing
significantly to a project's overall success.
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Understanding the Annotated Bibliography for
NHD
An annotated bibliography is a powerful research tool that goes beyond a
simple list of citations. For National History Day projects, it serves as a
critical document that showcases the thoroughness of your investigation and
your ability to critically engage with historical sources. It requires not
only meticulous citation but also a concise, analytical paragraph for each
source, known as an annotation. This combination demonstrates to NHD judges
that you have genuinely understood and utilized your research materials.

What is an Annotated Bibliography?
At its core, an annotated bibliography is an organized list of sources
(books, articles, websites, interviews, archival documents, etc.), each
followed by a brief descriptive and evaluative paragraph—the annotation. The



primary purpose of the citation is to provide full bibliographic information,
allowing readers (or NHD judges) to locate the original source. The
annotation, on the other hand, summarizes the source's content, assesses its
reliability and usefulness, and explains its relevance to your specific
research topic.

Why is an Annotated Bibliography Essential for
National History Day?
For NHD participants, the annotated bibliography is not merely an academic
exercise; it's a direct reflection of your research process and a key element
evaluated by judges. It validates the credibility of your project by:

Demonstrating Thorough Research: It shows that you've consulted a wide
array of sources and engaged deeply with your topic.

Showcasing Source Evaluation: The annotations reveal your ability to
critically assess sources for bias, accuracy, and historical context.

Highlighting Relevance: You explain how each source specifically
contributed to your understanding and argument, tying it directly to
your NHD theme and thesis.

Ensuring Academic Integrity: It proves that your work is original and
properly attributes information, upholding ethical research standards.

Guiding Judges: It helps judges understand the depth and breadth of your
historical inquiry, providing insight into your research journey.

A strong annotated bibliography, therefore, significantly enhances the
perceived academic quality and historical accuracy of your NHD project,
whether it's an exhibit, paper, documentary, performance, or website.

Key Components of an NHD Annotated Bibliography
Entry
Every entry in your National History Day annotated bibliography must contain
two distinct parts: the citation and the annotation. Both need to adhere to
specific standards to be effective and meet NHD guidelines. Understanding
these components is crucial for creating a compelling annotated bibliography
example nhd.

The Citation: Formatting for NHD
The citation provides all the necessary bibliographic details for a source.
For National History Day, the preferred citation style is the Chicago Manual
of Style (CMS), 17th edition, specifically the Notes and Bibliography system.



While MLA is sometimes accepted, CMS is generally recommended for historical
research. Consistency in your chosen style is paramount. Here are general
guidelines for common source types in CMS (bibliographic format):

Books: Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. City: Publisher, Year.

Journal Articles: Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article." Title of
Journal Volume, no. Issue (Year): page range.

Websites: "Title of Page." Name of Website. Last Modified Date (if
available). URL.

Primary Source Documents (e.g., in an archive): Creator. "Title of
Document," Date. Collection Name, Box/Folder. Archival Repository, City.

It's vital to consult the official Chicago Manual of Style or NHD's specific
citation guidance for precise formatting, as details like punctuation,
capitalization, and italics are very important. Accurate citations prevent
accusations of plagiarism and allow judges to verify your sources easily.

The Annotation: What to Include for NHD Success
The annotation is where you demonstrate your critical thinking and engagement
with the source. For NHD, each annotation should be a concise paragraph
(typically 2-4 sentences, but sometimes longer for particularly complex
sources) that covers four main points:

Summary: Briefly summarize the main argument, content, or scope of the1.
source. What is it generally about?

Evaluation: Assess the source's reliability, bias, and authority. Is the2.
author an expert? What perspective does it offer? Is it a primary or
secondary source?

Relevance: Explain how the source contributed to your NHD project. What3.
specific information, evidence, or ideas did you draw from it? How did
it help you understand your topic or prove your thesis?

Primary/Secondary Identification: Clearly state whether the source is a4.
primary or secondary source. This is a crucial NHD requirement.

For example, if you're working on a project about women's suffrage, an
annotation for a primary source might summarize a letter from a suffragist,
evaluate its firsthand perspective, explain how it illustrates a key
challenge, and identify it as a primary source. For a secondary source, it
might summarize an historian's argument, assess their scholarship, and
explain how their interpretation influenced your historical narrative.



Crafting a Strong Annotated Bibliography
Example NHD Entry
Moving from understanding the components to actively creating them requires a
strategic approach. Crafting a strong annotated bibliography for your NHD
project involves careful source analysis and precise annotation writing. Each
entry should serve as a mini-analysis of your research journey.

Analyzing Sources for Your NHD Annotation
Before you can write a compelling annotation, you must thoroughly analyze
each source. This involves more than just reading; it requires active
engagement with the material, keeping your NHD project's theme and thesis in
mind. Ask yourself:

Who created this source, and what is their background or expertise?

When was it created, and what historical context influenced its
creation?

What is the source's main argument, message, or purpose?

What evidence does it present, and how reliable is that evidence?

Does the source exhibit any bias, and how might that bias affect its
message?

Is this a primary source (a firsthand account from the period) or a
secondary source (an interpretation by a historian or scholar)?

How does this source specifically connect to my NHD topic and thesis?
What unique contribution does it make?

By answering these questions, you develop a deeper understanding of your
sources, which is essential for writing annotations that are both descriptive
and evaluative. This critical analysis is what sets a superior annotated
bibliography apart in the NHD competition.

Writing Effective Annotations: Tips and Strategies
Once you've analyzed your sources, the next step is to translate that
understanding into a concise and informative annotation. Here are some
strategies for writing effective annotations for your National History Day
project:

Be Concise and Focused: Aim for 2-4 sentences per annotation. Every word1.
should contribute meaning and directly address the summary, evaluation,
and relevance to your NHD project. Avoid unnecessary jargon or lengthy



descriptions.

Start with a Summary: Begin by stating the source's main point or the2.
information it provides. This sets the stage for your evaluation.

Integrate Evaluation: Weave in your assessment of the source's3.
reliability and bias. Use phrases like "This primary document offers a
firsthand perspective..." or "The author, a renowned historian, provides
a well-researched analysis..."

Explicitly State Relevance: Clearly articulate how the source4.
contributed to your NHD project. Did it provide crucial evidence, offer
a new interpretation, or help you understand a specific aspect of your
topic? For instance, "This article helped shape my understanding of the
economic factors influencing the movement..."

Identify Primary/Secondary Source: This is non-negotiable for NHD.5.
Explicitly state, "This is a primary source," or "This is a secondary
source."

Use Strong Verbs: Employ active verbs to make your annotations more6.
impactful. (e.g., "argues," "reveals," "demonstrates," "challenges,"
"analyzes," "illustrates").

Avoid Quotations: Annotations are your words, your summary, and your7.
evaluation. Avoid quoting directly from the source within your
annotation.

Review and Refine: After writing, review your annotations to ensure8.
clarity, conciseness, and accuracy. Check for grammatical errors and
awkward phrasing.

By following these strategies, you can transform your research into a
polished and insightful annotated bibliography that will impress NHD judges.

Annotated Bibliography Example NHD: Putting It
All Together
To truly grasp the expectations for an NHD annotated bibliography, seeing
concrete examples is invaluable. These examples illustrate how to combine
precise citation with insightful annotation, specifically tailored to the
historical research context of National History Day. Remember, these are
illustrative and should be adapted to your specific source and project.

Example Entry for a Primary Source
A primary source is a firsthand account created during the historical period
under study. It provides direct evidence. This annotated bibliography example



nhd for a primary source demonstrates how to cite a specific document and
then evaluate its significance.

Franklin, Benjamin. "Poor Richard Improved: Being an Almanack for the Year of
Our Lord 1758." Philadelphia, PA: B. Franklin and D. Hall, 1757.
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Franklin/01-07-02-0080.

This is a primary source. Benjamin Franklin's 1758 almanac provides a direct
glimpse into colonial American values and daily life through its maxims,
practical advice, and calendar information. It offers invaluable insight into
the pervasive cultural emphasis on industry, frugality, and self-improvement
during the pre-Revolutionary era. This source helped demonstrate the
widespread ideological underpinnings that would later contribute to American
identity and entrepreneurial spirit within my project on the Enlightenment's
influence on American society.

Example Entry for a Secondary Source
A secondary source interprets and analyzes primary sources, often providing
broader context or a specific historical argument. This annotated
bibliography example nhd for a secondary source demonstrates how to cite a
scholarly work and assess its contribution.

Nash, Gary B. The Urban Crucible: Social Change, Political Consciousness, and
the Origins of the American Revolution. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University
Press, 1979.

This is a secondary source. Gary Nash, a prominent historian of early
American history, argues that social and economic tensions in colonial cities
like Boston, New York, and Philadelphia were crucial catalysts for the
American Revolution, rather than solely ideological motivations. His
extensive use of primary sources, including tax records and merchant ledgers,
provides a robust socio-economic analysis. This book was fundamental to my
understanding of the class divisions and urban unrest that fueled the
revolutionary movement, offering a counter-narrative to purely political
explanations within my NHD project about the causes of the American
Revolution.

Common Mistakes to Avoid in Your NHD Annotated
Bibliography
Even with clear guidelines, students often make common errors that can
diminish the effectiveness of their NHD annotated bibliography. Being aware
of these pitfalls is the first step toward avoiding them and ensuring your
annotated bibliography example nhd is of the highest quality.

Lack of Depth in Annotation
One of the most frequent mistakes is providing annotations that are too brief
or merely summarize the source without critical evaluation or explanation of
relevance. An annotation that simply states, "This book is about World War
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II," falls short. NHD judges are looking for evidence that you've engaged
with the source critically. Ensure your annotations clearly identify the
source as primary or secondary, summarize its main point, evaluate its
reliability and potential biases, and explicitly connect it to your NHD
project's thesis or argument.

Inconsistent Formatting and Citation Errors
Consistency in citation style (e.g., Chicago Manual of Style) is critical.
Mixing styles, missing punctuation, incorrect capitalization, or improperly
formatted dates or page numbers can detract from the professionalism of your
bibliography. Such errors suggest a lack of attention to detail, which can
reflect poorly on the overall project. Double-check every citation against
the official NHD guidelines or a reliable style guide. Tools like Purdue OWL
can be helpful references, but always confirm with NHD's specific
requirements.

Missing Primary/Secondary Source Identification
A core requirement for NHD annotated bibliographies is the explicit
identification of each source as either primary or secondary. Students
sometimes forget to include this crucial detail, or they miscategorize
sources. Remember that a primary source is created at the time of the event
by someone with firsthand experience (e.g., a diary, photograph, letter). A
secondary source is an interpretation or analysis of primary sources by
someone who did not experience the event firsthand (e.g., a history textbook,
a scholarly article about the past event). Accurate identification showcases
your understanding of historical evidence.

Relying Too Heavily on Only One Type of Source
While not a mistake in annotation content, an imbalance in source types can
weaken your bibliography. A strong NHD project draws upon a variety of both
primary and secondary sources. An annotated bibliography with only secondary
sources, or a disproportionately low number of primary sources, might suggest
a superficial level of research. Judges want to see that you've dug into
original materials and used scholarly interpretations to contextualize them.

Final Tips for NHD Annotated Bibliography
Excellence
Achieving excellence in your NHD annotated bibliography is a goal within
reach for every student. By integrating these final tips into your research
and writing process, you can ensure your bibliography stands out as a
testament to your thoroughness and academic skill. Remember that your
annotated bibliography is an integral part of your NHD project, reflecting
the depth of your historical inquiry.

First and foremost, start early and keep your bibliography updated throughout



your research process. Don't wait until the last minute to compile your
sources and write your annotations. As you encounter each new source, create
its citation and a preliminary annotation. This not only saves time later but
also helps you track your thought process and how each source contributes to
your evolving understanding of the topic. This ongoing process also makes it
easier to refine your annotations as your project's thesis matures.

Secondly, proofread meticulously. After completing all your entries, take the
time to review the entire bibliography for any errors. Check for:

Grammatical mistakes and typos

Consistency in citation style (e.g., all book titles italicized,
consistent punctuation)

Accuracy of primary/secondary source identification

Clarity and conciseness of each annotation

Correct alphabetization of entries

Consider having a peer, teacher, or mentor review your annotated
bibliography. A fresh pair of eyes can often catch mistakes you might have
overlooked. Feedback can also help you refine the strength of your
evaluations and the clarity of your explanations regarding a source's
relevance to your NHD topic. This collaborative approach can significantly
enhance the quality of your work.

Lastly, ensure every source cited in your NHD project (paper, process paper,
exhibit captions, documentary credits, etc.) also appears in your annotated
bibliography, and vice versa. There should be a one-to-one correlation. This
demonstrates academic integrity and a coherent research process. The
annotated bibliography isn't just a formality; it's a vital piece of
documentation that supports the validity and depth of your entire National
History Day project. By focusing on these details, your annotated
bibliography will powerfully underscore the quality and rigor of your
historical research.

Q: What citation style is primarily recommended for
an annotated bibliography in National History Day?
A: For National History Day projects, the Chicago Manual of Style (CMS), 17th
edition, specifically the Notes and Bibliography system, is primarily
recommended and preferred for historical research. While MLA is sometimes
accepted, CMS is generally considered the standard for history-related
academic work.



Q: How long should an annotation be for an NHD
annotated bibliography?
A: Typically, an annotation for NHD should be a concise paragraph, generally
2-4 sentences in length. It needs to be long enough to adequately summarize
the source, evaluate its reliability and bias, explain its relevance to your
NHD project, and identify it as a primary or secondary source, without being
overly verbose.

Q: What is the main difference between a primary and
a secondary source in the context of NHD?
A: A primary source is a firsthand account or original material created
during the historical period being studied (e.g., letters, diaries,
photographs, official documents). A secondary source is an interpretation,
analysis, or discussion of primary sources by someone who did not experience
the event firsthand (e.g., history textbooks, scholarly articles, biographies
written by historians).

Q: Can I include websites in my NHD annotated
bibliography, and if so, how should I evaluate them?
A: Yes, you can and often should include websites in your NHD annotated
bibliography, as they can provide valuable primary or secondary source
material. When evaluating websites, it's crucial to assess their credibility:
look for the author's expertise, the site's affiliation (e.g., university,
government, reputable historical society), the date of publication or last
update, and any potential bias. Avoid general informational sites like
Wikipedia for direct citation, though they can be useful starting points for
research.

Q: How do judges evaluate the annotated bibliography
in NHD projects?
A: NHD judges evaluate the annotated bibliography based on several criteria,
including the quality and breadth of research (variety of sources, including
primary sources), the accuracy and consistency of citations (adherence to
chosen style guide), and the depth and critical analysis within the
annotations. They look for clear summaries, thoughtful evaluations of
reliability and bias, explicit connections to the project's thesis, and
correct identification of primary/secondary sources. It directly reflects a
student's research skills and academic integrity.



Q: Is it acceptable to use only secondary sources
for an NHD project's annotated bibliography?
A: No, it is generally not acceptable to use only secondary sources. A strong
NHD project, and consequently its annotated bibliography, requires a balanced
mix of both primary and secondary sources. Primary sources are essential for
providing direct evidence and firsthand perspectives, which are crucial for
original historical interpretation. Relying solely on secondary sources can
indicate a lack of in-depth historical research.

Q: What if I can't find all the information for a
perfect citation (e.g., publication date for an old
website)?
A: If you cannot find all the information for a complete citation, do your
best to include what is available. For missing publication dates, you can
often include an "accessed date" for websites. For other missing information,
use abbreviations like "n.d." (no date) or "n.p." (no publisher/place) as per
Chicago Manual of Style guidelines. It's better to acknowledge missing
information than to fabricate it, but always strive to find as much detail as
possible to ensure source traceability.

Q: Should I include sources I consulted but didn't
end up using directly in my final NHD project?
A: The NHD rules typically state that your annotated bibliography should only
include sources that were "used to develop your entry." This means you should
primarily list sources from which you drew specific information, evidence, or
ideas that shaped your project. Sources you simply glanced at or found
irrelevant should not be included. The bibliography is a reflection of the
actual research that informed your final product.
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