apa 7th edition citation format
journal article

apa 7th edition citation format journal article is an essential skill for
anyone involved in academic writing, ensuring proper attribution and academic
integrity. Navigating the nuances of scholarly publication requires a
meticulous approach to citing sources, and journal articles, as primary
research outputs, form the backbone of many academic papers. This
comprehensive guide will meticulously break down the APA 7th edition
guidelines for referencing journal articles, covering both the vital
reference list entries and the corresponding in-text citations. We will
explore the various components of a journal article citation, including
authors, publication year, article title, journal title, volume, issue, page
numbers, and the crucial Digital Object Identifier (DOI). Furthermore, this
article will highlight key differences from previous APA editions, address
common errors, and provide practical tips to ensure your citations are
consistently accurate and compliant with the latest standards, ultimately
streamlining your research and writing process.
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Understanding APA 7th Edition Basics

The American Psychological Association (APA) style is a widely adopted format
for academic documents, particularly in the social sciences, education, and
psychology. Its primary purpose is to enhance clarity, consistency, and
conciseness in scholarly communication. Adhering to APA 7th edition citation
format for journal articles not only standardizes the presentation of
information but also ensures that authors properly credit the original
creators of ideas, research, and data. This practice upholds academic
integrity and allows readers to easily locate the cited sources for further
exploration or verification. The 7th edition, released in 2019, introduced
several significant updates to simplify and modernize the citation process,
reflecting the evolving landscape of digital publishing and research
dissemination.

Understanding these foundational principles is crucial before delving into
the specific formatting requirements. APA style emphasizes precision in
source identification, making it easier for readers to trace the intellectual
lineage of an argument. By consistently applying the rules for APA 7th
edition citation format journal article, researchers contribute to a unified
scholarly discourse, fostering trust and credibility within their respective
fields.

Components of a Journal Article Citation

A complete reference list entry for a journal article in APA 7th edition
comprises several distinct elements, each providing vital information about
the source. Missing or incorrectly formatted components can hinder a reader's
ability to locate the original article, thereby undermining the purpose of
the citation. It is imperative to accurately identify and present each piece
of information.

Author (s)

The author element lists the individual(s) or group responsible for the
article. For up to 20 authors, all names are listed in the reference entry.
For articles with 21 or more authors, list the first 19 authors, then an
ellipsis (...), followed by the last author's name. Each author's last name
comes first, followed by their initials. For instance, "Smith, J. D." not
"John D. Smith." Multiple authors are separated by commas, with an ampersand
(&) before the last author's name.

Publication Year

The year of publication is enclosed in parentheses, immediately following the
author(s). This indicates when the research was officially released and made
available to the public. For articles published online ahead of print, a
specific date or "in press" might be used if a year isn't yet assigned.

Title of Article

The title of the article is presented in sentence case, meaning only the
first word of the title, the first word of the subtitle (if any), and proper
nouns are capitalized. It is not italicized or enclosed in quotation marks.



Title of Periodical (Journal Name)

The full title of the journal or periodical is italicized and presented in
title case, where all major words are capitalized. This helps readers
identify the publication venue.

Volume Number

The volume number of the journal is italicized, immediately following the
journal title. This numerical identifier typically indicates the year of
publication or a sequence of issues.

Issue Number

The issue number, if available, is included in parentheses immediately after
the italicized volume number, without a space between them. The issue number
is not italicized. Many journals publish multiple issues within a single
volume, so this helps pinpoint the exact publication.

Page Range

The page numbers where the article appears within the journal issue are
listed, separated by a hyphen. This provides the precise location of the
content within the physical or digital journal. If an article has an article
number instead of page numbers (common in some online-only journals), use
"Article" followed by the number.

Digital Object Identifier (DOI)

The DOI is a unique alphanumeric string assigned to digital academic
articles, functioning as a persistent link to its location on the internet.
It is typically presented as a full URL (e.g., https://doi.org/xxxx/xxxx) .
The DOI is a critical component for online articles, ensuring that the source
can be easily accessed even if the original URL changes. For articles without
a DOI, a stable URL (if available and necessary for retrieval) might be
included, but generally, it is omitted if the article is from a widely
available academic database.

Formatting Journal Article Citations in the
Reference List

The structure of a journal article reference in APA 7th edition follows a
specific order and uses particular punctuation. Consistency is key for
readability and adherence to style guidelines. Each entry should be double-
spaced and use a hanging indent, where the first line of the entry is flush
with the left margin, and subsequent lines are indented 0.5 inches.

Standard Journal Article

For a standard journal article, the format follows the pattern: Author, A. A.
(Year). Title of article. Title of Periodical, volume(issue), pages.

Example:

Walker, A. (2018). The power of positive thinking. Journal of Applied



Psychology, 25(3), 123-145.

Journal Article with DOI

The DOI is a crucial identifier for online articles. If an article has a DOI,
it must be included at the end of the reference entry as a URL. This 1is the
most common format for contemporary journal articles.

Format: Author, A. A. (Year). Title of article. Title of Periodical,
volume (issue), pages. https://doi.org/xxxx

Example:

Rodriguez, M. K., & Chen, L. P. (2020). Exploring the impact of digital
literacy on academic performance. Educational Technology Quarterly, 15(2),
87-101. https://doi.org/10.1080/12345678.2020.987654

It's important to present the DOI as a full URL starting with
"https://doi.org/" to ensure it is clickable and easily accessible.

Journal Article without DOI (Print or Online without
DOI)

For older print articles or newer online articles that genuinely lack a DOI,
you simply omit the DOI from the reference. If the article was retrieved from
an academic database and does not have a DOI, you generally do not need to
include a URL or database name.

Format: Author, A. A. (Year). Title of article. Title of Periodical,
volume (issue), pages.

Example (Print):

Thompson, R. (1995). The evolution of pedagogical methods. History of
Education Review, 18(1), 50-65.

Example (Online without DOI, from a common database):

Kim, E. (2010). Cultural assimilation and identity formation in immigrant
communities. Sociological Perspectives, 53(4), 512-528.

Journal Article from a Database (without DOI)

As mentioned, if an article without a DOI is retrieved from a commonly used
academic research database (e.g., PsycINFO, EBSCOhost, JSTOR), you typically
do not include the database name or a URL. The assumption is that these
articles are widely accessible. However, if the article is from a specialized
or proprietary database where the content is not broadly available, or if the
database is only accessible by subscription and the article lacks a DOI, you
might include the name of the database.

Example (Rare case for proprietary database without DOI):

Data Analytics Group. (2015). Trends in consumer behavior for luxury goods.
Market Research Reports, 7(1), 1-20. Retrieved from ABI/INFORM Collection
database.

In most instances, particularly for peer-reviewed journal articles, omitting
the database name when there is no DOI is the correct approach.



Advance Online Publication (Epub Ahead of Print)

Sometimes, articles are published online before they are assigned to a
specific volume and issue. These are known as "advance online publication" or
"epub ahead of print" articles. When citing these, include the word "Advance
online publication" or "Epub ahead of print" (whichever is used by the
journal) and the retrieval date if the final publication details are not yet
available.

Format: Author, A. A. (Year). Title of article. Title of Periodical. Advance
online publication. https://doi.org/xxxx

Example:

Patel, S., & Miller, J. (2023). Cognitive load and decision-making under
stress. Neuroscience Quarterly. Advance online publication.
https://doi.org/10.1037/nq.a004567

Once the article is assigned to a volume and issue, the citation should be
updated to reflect the finalized publication details.

In-Text Citations for Journal Articles

In-text citations are brief references within the body of your paper that
direct readers to the full entry in your reference list. They are crucial for
acknowledging sources immediately. The APA 7th edition citation format
journal article has specific rules for these short-form citations.

Parenthetical Citations

A parenthetical citation includes the author's last name and the year of
publication, enclosed in parentheses, typically placed at the end of a
sentence or clause where the information is used. If quoting directly,
include a page number or paragraph number.

Example:

The impact of social media on adolescent development has been a significant
area of research (Davis, 2019).

Direct quote example:

"Adolescents exhibit increased susceptibility to peer influence in online
environments" (Davis, 2019, p. 45).

Narrative Citations

In a narrative citation, the author's name is incorporated directly into the
sentence, with the year of publication following in parentheses. This
approach often emphasizes the author or researcher.

Example:

Davis (2019) found that the impact of social media on adolescent development
is a significant area of research.

Direct quote example:

Davis (2019) noted that "adolescents exhibit increased susceptibility to peer
influence in online environments" (p. 45).



Multiple Authors

The rules for multiple authors in in-text citations changed significantly
with APA 7th edition.

e One or Two Authors: Always include both (or the single) author's last
name (s) in every citation.

o Parenthetical: (Smith & Johnson, 2021)

o Narrative: Smith and Johnson (2021)

e Three or More Authors: For three or more authors, use the first author's
last name followed by "et al." in every citation, including the very
first one. This is a key departure from APA 6th edition.

o Parenthetical: (Garcia et al., 2022)

o Narrative: Garcia et al. (2022)

Multiple Works

When citing multiple works within the same parenthetical citation, list them
alphabetically by the first author's last name and separate them with
semicolons.

Example:

Several studies have explored the benefits of mindfulness in reducing stress
(Brown, 2018; Chen & Lee, 2020; White et al., 2019).

Key Differences from APA 6th Edition for
Journal Articles

While many aspects of APA style remain consistent, the 7th edition introduced
several crucial changes, particularly affecting journal article citations.
Being aware of these updates is vital for current academic writing.

1. Number of Authors in Reference List: In APA 6th, for articles with 8 or
more authors, you listed the first 6, then an ellipsis, then the last
author. In APA 7th, for articles with 21 or more authors, you list the
first 19, then an ellipsis, then the last author.

2. In-Text Citations for Three or More Authors: This is one of the most
significant changes. In APA 6th, for the first in-text citation of an
article with three to five authors, you listed all authors; subsequent
citations used "et al." In APA 7th, for articles with three or more

authors, you use "et al." for all in-text citations, including the first
one.



3. DOI Format: The format for DOIs changed. APA 7th requires DOIs to be
presented as full URLs (e.g., https://doi.org/10.xxxx/xxxx) rather than
the "doi:xxxx/xxxx" format common in APA 6th.

4. Publisher Location No Longer Required: For books and other publications,
the publisher's location (e.g., New York, NY) is no longer included in
the reference list. While not directly for journal articles, this
reflects a general simplification trend.

5. Retrieval Dates: Retrieval dates are generally not required for widely
available online sources like journal articles unless the content is
likely to change (e.g., wikis, unarchived websites). For journal
articles with DOIs or stable URLs, a retrieval date is unnecessary.

These adjustments aim to streamline the citation process and better
accommodate digital-first publishing practices. Understanding these specific
changes helps ensure your APA 7th edition citation format journal article is
up—-to-date and accurate.

Common Mistakes to Avoid in APA 7th Edition
Journal Article Citations

Even with clear guidelines, several common errors frequently occur when
citing journal articles in APA 7th edition. Being mindful of these pitfalls
can save time and improve the overall quality of your academic work.

e Incorrect DOI Format: A frequent mistake is presenting the DOI as
"doi:xxxxx" instead of the required full URL starting with
"https://doi.org/". Always double-check this critical element.

e Missing DOI: For online articles, omitting the DOI when it exists is a
significant error. Always search for and include the DOT.

e Inconsistent Capitalization: Journal titles should be in title case (all
major words capitalized), while article titles are in sentence case
(only the first word and proper nouns capitalized). Mixing these up is
common.

e Incorrect Punctuation: Small errors in commas, periods, and parentheses
can invalidate a citation. Pay close attention to the placement and type
of punctuation after each element.

e Failing to Use Hanging Indent: All reference list entries must use a
hanging indent of 0.5 inches. This wvisual distinction helps organize the
reference list.

e Incorrect "et al." Usage: For articles with three or more authors,
remember to use "et al." for all in-text citations, not just subsequent
ones. This is a primary difference from APA 6th.

e Including Database Information Unnecessarily: For articles without a DOI
obtained from common academic databases, typically, you do not include
the database name or a URL. This clutter is generally avoided in APA
7th.

e Misplacing Volume/Issue Numbers: The issue number should be in



parentheses immediately after the italicized volume number, with no
space between them, and the issue number itself is not italicized.

Diligence in reviewing your reference list and in-text citations against
these common errors will significantly enhance the accuracy and
professionalism of your writing.

Tips for Accurate APA 7th Edition Journal
Citations

Achieving consistent accuracy in APA 7th edition citation format for journal
articles can be simplified with a few strategic practices. Leveraging
available resources and developing good habits will ensure your citations are
always correct.

e Consult the Official APA Manual: The ultimate authority is the
Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association, 7th
Edition. If you are unsure, always refer to the manual or trusted
institutional guides based on it.

e Use Citation Management Tools: Software like Zotero, Mendeley, or
EndNote can automate much of the citation process. After importing
article metadata, these tools can generate both in-text citations and
reference list entries in APA 7th style, significantly reducing manual
errors. Always double-check their output, however, as metadata can
sometimes be imperfect.

e Locate the DOI Early: When accessing an online journal article,
immediately identify the DOI. It's often prominently displayed near the
article title, author information, or on the first page.

e Proofread Meticulously: Before submission, thoroughly proofread your
reference list. Check every element for correct capitalization, italics,
punctuation, and the hanging indent. Compare your entries against the
examples provided in official APA resources.

e Understand the "Why": Knowing why each component is included (e.g., DOI
for persistent access, page numbers for location) can help you remember
the format better and make informed decisions when encountering unusual
sources.

e Utilize University Library Resources: Many university libraries offer
comprehensive APA guides, workshops, and even one-on-one consultation
services. These resources are invaluable for clarifying specific
citation challenges.

By integrating these tips into your research and writing workflow, you can
master the APA 7th edition citation format journal article and maintain the
highest standards of academic honesty and clarity in your scholarly work.
Precision in citation is not just a formality; it is a fundamental aspect of
effective academic communication and respectful engagement with the broader
intellectual community.



Q: What is the main difference in citing journal
articles between APA 6th and 7th editions?

A: The most significant differences for journal articles are: 1) For articles
with three or more authors, APA 7th uses "et al." in all in-text citations
(including the first one), whereas APA 6th listed all authors for the first
in-text citation. 2) APA 7th requires DOIs to be formatted as full URLs
(https://doi.org/xxxx) instead of "doi:xxxx." 3) For articles with 21 or more
authors, APA 7th lists the first 19, then an ellipsis, then the last author
in the reference list, a change from APA 6th's rule for 8 or more authors.

Q: Do I always need to include a DOI for an online
journal article?

A: Yes, if a journal article has a Digital Object Identifier (DOI), it must
always be included in its APA 7th edition reference list entry, regardless of
whether you accessed it online or in print. The DOI provides a persistent
link to the article, ensuring it can always be located.

Q: How do I cite a journal article that does not have
a DOI?

A: If an article (especially older print articles or some online articles)
genuinely does not have a DOI, you simply omit the DOI from the reference
entry. You generally do not need to include a URL or the name of the database
from which it was retrieved if it's a widely available academic research
database. Only include a URL if the article is from a specialized, non-widely
available database and lacks a DOI.

Q: When should I include the issue number in an APA
7th journal article citation?

A: You should include the issue number in parentheses immediately after the
italicized volume number if the journal is paginated by issue. This means
each issue starts with page 1. If the journal is paginated by volume (meaning
the page numbering is continuous across all issues within a single volume),
then the issue number is typically omitted.

Q: How do I format in-text citations for a journal
article with three or more authors in APA 7th?

A: For journal articles with three or more authors in APA 7th edition, you

use the first author's last name followed by "et al." in all in-text
citations, even the very first one. For example: (Garcia et al., 2022) for a
parenthetical citation, or Garcia et al. (2022) for a narrative citation.

Q: Should I include the database name when citing a



journal article from an academic database?

A: In APA 7th edition, for journal articles retrieved from commonly used
academic research databases (e.g., PsycINFO, JSTOR, EBSCOhost) that do not
have a DOI, you generally do not include the database name or a URL. The
assumption is that these articles are widely and easily accessible. Database
names are typically only included if the article is from a specialized,
proprietary database whose content is not broadly available elsewhere and the
article lacks a DOTI.

Q: What if a journal article is "epub ahead of print"
and hasn't been assigned to a volume/issue yet?

A: For articles published online ahead of their formal print or volume/issue
assignment, you should include the phrase "Advance online publication" or
"Epub ahead of print" (whichever is used by the journal) in place of the
volume/issue/page information, immediately followed by the DOI. Once the
article is formally published with volume and issue details, you should
update your citation to reflect that finalized information.
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