walkthrough before closing

walkthrough before closing is an essential step in the home buying process that ensures buyers
are fully aware of the property's condition and that any necessary repairs or issues have been
addressed prior to finalizing the purchase. This detailed examination not only helps in avoiding
surprises after moving in but also provides peace of mind to the buyer. In this article, we will explore
the significance of a walkthrough before closing, the steps involved, common issues to look for, and
tips to ensure a successful walkthrough. This comprehensive guide is designed to equip home buyers
with the knowledge they need to navigate this crucial step confidently.
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Understanding the Walkthrough Process

The walkthrough before closing is typically the last opportunity for buyers to inspect the property
before the final sale. This process usually takes place a day or two before closing and allows buyers to
confirm that the property is in the condition agreed upon in the contract. It is essential to approach
this step systematically to ensure that no detail is overlooked.

What to Expect During the Walkthrough

During the walkthrough, buyers will revisit the property to check for any changes since their last visit.
This includes confirming that all agreed-upon repairs have been completed, that the property is clean,
and that no new damages have occurred. Buyers should be prepared to spend adequate time going
through each room and outdoor space to ensure everything is satisfactory.

Who Should Be Present

Typically, the buyers, their real estate agent, and sometimes the seller or the seller's agent are
present during the walkthrough. If there are specific concerns or if the buyers have hired a home



inspector, they may also attend to provide professional insights. Communication between all parties is
crucial during this time to address any last-minute concerns.

Importance of a Walkthrough Before Closing

The walkthrough serves multiple purposes that are critical to ensuring a smooth home purchase. Its
primary function is to protect the buyer's interests and ensure that the property is as expected before
the transaction is finalized.

Ensuring Property Condition

One of the main reasons for conducting a walkthrough is to ensure that the property is in the agreed-
upon condition. Buyers can verify that repairs have been made, appliances are functioning, and there
are no hidden damages. This validation helps to avoid disputes after closing.

Confirming Included Items

Another critical aspect of the walkthrough is to confirm that all items included in the sale are present.
This can include appliances, fixtures, and any other items that were agreed upon in the sale contract.
Ensuring these items are present helps avoid misunderstandings and potential disputes later on.

Steps to Conducting a Successful Walkthrough

A successful walkthrough requires careful planning and attention to detail. Following specific steps
can help buyers maximize this important opportunity.

1. Prepare a Checklist

Before the walkthrough, buyers should prepare a detailed checklist of items to inspect. This checklist
may include:

e Condition of walls, floors, and ceilings
e Functionality of all doors and windows
e Appliances and fixtures (e.g., refrigerator, stove, lights)

e Heating and cooling systems



e Plumbing fixtures and water pressure

¢ Exterior conditions (roof, foundation, yard)

2. Visit at the Right Time

Timing is crucial for a successful walkthrough. It should ideally take place close to the closing date to
ensure that the property's condition is as current as possible. Scheduling the walkthrough during
daylight hours can also help in identifying any issues more clearly.

3. Take Notes and Photos

During the walkthrough, it is beneficial to take notes and photos of any issues encountered. This
documentation can be used later to discuss repairs or negotiate with the seller if needed. It also
serves as a reference for the buyers when they move in.

Common Issues to Look For



