
how much guide machu picchu
how much guide machu picchu is a common inquiry among travelers planning a visit to this
iconic archaeological site in Peru. As one of the most significant and popular tourist destinations in
South America, understanding the costs associated with visiting Machu Picchu is crucial for effective
trip planning. This article will explore various aspects of the costs involved, including guided tours,
entrance fees, transportation, and additional expenses. By the end of this guide, you will have a
comprehensive understanding of how to budget for your Machu Picchu adventure.
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Understanding Machu Picchu Costs
Machu Picchu is not only a UNESCO World Heritage Site but also one of the New Seven Wonders of
the World, attracting millions of visitors each year. With its breathtaking views and rich history, it’s
essential to understand the various costs involved in visiting this ancient citadel. The overall budget
for a trip to Machu Picchu can vary widely depending on the type of experience you seek, ranging
from budget-friendly options to luxurious packages.

When planning your visit, consider the primary expenses: guided tours, entrance fees,
transportation, and any additional costs such as food and souvenirs. Each of these elements
contributes to the overall experience, so being informed about them can help you make the best
choices for your needs and preferences.

Types of Guided Tours
Choosing the right guided tour can significantly impact your overall experience at Machu Picchu.
Various types of tours are available, each catering to different preferences and budgets.



Understanding these options will help you determine which tour aligns with your travel goals.

Group Tours
Group tours are a popular choice among travelers looking for a cost-effective way to experience
Machu Picchu. These tours typically include a designated guide who will provide historical insights
and navigate the site. Group sizes can vary, but they generally range from 10 to 20 people, making it
a social way to explore.

Private Tours
If you prefer a more personalized experience, private tours are an excellent option. These tours
usually come with a higher price tag but offer tailored itineraries and the opportunity for in-depth
discussions with your guide. Private tours allow you to explore at your own pace and focus on the
aspects of Machu Picchu that interest you the most.

Trekking Tours
For those seeking adventure, trekking tours such as the Inca Trail or the Salkantay Trek provide a
unique way to reach Machu Picchu. These tours often last several days and include both guided
treks and accommodation. They are ideal for travelers looking to immerse themselves in the natural
beauty of the Andes while also learning about the cultural significance of the sites along the way.

Entrance Fees to Machu Picchu
Entrance fees to Machu Picchu are essential to consider when budgeting for your trip. The costs can
vary based on age, nationality, and whether you are visiting the standard site or additional areas
such as Huayna Picchu or Machu Picchu Mountain.

As of the latest updates, the typical entrance fees are as follows:

Adults (foreigners): Approximately $60 USD

Students (with valid ID): Approximately $30 USD

Children (under 18): Approximately $30 USD

Huayna Picchu entrance fee: Approximately $15 USD (limited availability)

Machu Picchu Mountain entrance fee: Approximately $15 USD (limited availability)

It is important to note that these fees can change, so checking for the most current prices before
your visit is advisable. Additionally, booking in advance is highly recommended due to the limited
number of daily visitors allowed to climb Huayna Picchu and Machu Picchu Mountain.



Transportation Costs
Getting to Machu Picchu involves several transportation options, each with its associated costs. The
most common route includes traveling from Cusco to Aguas Calientes, the town at the base of
Machu Picchu. Here are the primary transportation methods:

Train to Aguas Calientes
The train ride from Cusco (or Ollantaytambo) to Aguas Calientes is a scenic experience but can be
one of the more expensive aspects of your trip. Train companies like PeruRail and Inca Rail offer
various service levels, from budget to luxury.

The approximate costs for a one-way ticket are:

Budget Class: $50 - $70 USD

Mid-Range Class: $70 - $100 USD

Luxury Class: $150 - $250 USD

Bus from Aguas Calientes to Machu Picchu
Once in Aguas Calientes, visitors must take a bus to reach the entrance of Machu Picchu. The bus
ride is short but necessary, with round-trip tickets costing around $24 USD. Walking is an option,
but it involves a steep hike that may not be feasible for all visitors.

Additional Expenses to Consider
Aside from the primary costs mentioned, there are additional expenses to keep in mind when
planning your Machu Picchu visit.

Food and Drinks
Dining options in Aguas Calientes range from budget-friendly eateries to fine dining. On average,
expect to spend:

$10 - $20 USD per meal at mid-range restaurants

Less than $10 USD at local food stalls or cafes



Souvenirs and Guides
Purchasing souvenirs can also add up. Budget for around $20 - $50 USD if you plan to buy
memorabilia. If you choose to hire a private guide on-site, expect to pay an additional fee, typically
ranging from $50 - $100 USD.

Tips for Budgeting Your Trip
To effectively manage your budget for visiting Machu Picchu, consider the following tips:

Book your entrance tickets and train tickets in advance to secure better prices.

Consider traveling during the shoulder seasons (April to June, September to October) for
potential cost savings.

Utilize group tours if you're looking for budget-friendly options.

Pack snacks and drinks to reduce costs while exploring the site.

Conclusion
Planning a trip to Machu Picchu requires careful consideration of various costs, including guided
tours, entrance fees, transportation, and additional expenses. By understanding these components,
you can create a budget that aligns with your travel preferences and ensures an enriching
experience at this remarkable historical site. Whether you opt for a budget tour or a more luxurious
experience, the key is to plan ahead and make informed choices that enhance your journey to Machu
Picchu.

Q: What is the average cost of a guided tour to Machu Picchu?
A: The average cost of a guided tour to Machu Picchu can range from $50 to $200 USD per person,
depending on whether you choose a group or private tour and the level of service provided.

Q: Are there additional fees for visiting Huayna Picchu?
A: Yes, there is an additional entrance fee of approximately $15 USD to visit Huayna Picchu, and
tickets are limited, so advance booking is recommended.

Q: How can I save money on transportation to Machu Picchu?
A: To save money on transportation, consider traveling by bus to Ollantaytambo and taking a train
from there rather than from Cusco, as it can be cheaper. Additionally, purchasing tickets in advance



can often yield lower prices.

Q: What should I budget for meals while visiting Aguas
Calientes?
A: Budgeting around $10 to $20 USD per meal at mid-range restaurants is advisable, with cheaper
options available at local eateries.

Q: Is it necessary to hire a guide for Machu Picchu?
A: While it is not mandatory to hire a guide at Machu Picchu, having one can greatly enhance your
understanding of the site’s history and architecture.

Q: What is the best time to visit Machu Picchu to avoid
crowds?
A: The best times to visit Machu Picchu to avoid crowds are during the shoulder seasons of April to
June and September to October, when the weather is generally good, and tourist numbers are lower.

Q: Can I visit Machu Picchu without a guide?
A: Yes, you can explore Machu Picchu without a guide, but it is recommended to have some
background knowledge or a guidebook to fully appreciate the site's history and significance.

Q: Do entrance fees to Machu Picchu include access to
surrounding areas?
A: No, entrance fees to Machu Picchu only grant access to the main site. Additional fees are required
to access areas like Huayna Picchu and Machu Picchu Mountain.

Q: What is the cancellation policy for Machu Picchu tickets?
A: The cancellation policy for Machu Picchu tickets varies by ticket type and vendor. Generally,
tickets are non-refundable, but some operators may allow changes for a fee.

Q: How long should I plan to spend at Machu Picchu?
A: It is recommended to spend at least 2 to 4 hours at Machu Picchu to fully explore the site and
take in its rich history and stunning views.
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guidebook covers: Lima; Trujillo; Cusco; the Sacred Valley; the Peruvian Amazon; Tarma and the
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information and festivals Where to go – a clear introduction to Peru with key places and a handy
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incisive and entertaining guidebook on the market. Whether you plan to sample the street food at
Paraguay's Mercado 4, spot a giant turtle in Ecuador's Galpagos, or strut your stuff in Brazil's
Carnaval parades, The Rough Guide to South America on a Budget will show you the ideal places to
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Peru; Uruguay; Venezuela. Attractions include [5-10 attractions]: Can de Colca, Peru; Easter Island,
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Vividaccounts of unmissable attractions, from the beaches of Rio and the glaciers of Patagonia to the
Inca ruins at Machu Picchu. Hundredsof critical reviews on the best places to stay, eat and drink,
plus details on major festivals and indigenous music. Expertadvice on exploring the jungles, deserts
and mountains up close, as well as crossing borders and planning multi-country trips. Maps and
Plansfor the entire continent.
  how much guide machu picchu: Trekking in Peru Hilary Bradt, Kathy Jarvis, 2014 A
comprehensive update of the Peru section from the first Bradt guide, describing 50 mountain treks
and day walks in Peru.
  how much guide machu picchu: Intuitive Adventures Beyond the Camera Lens Diane E.
Zander, 2011-09-07 Intuitive Adventures beyond the Camera Lens chronicles the inspiring life of



Diane E. Zander while presenting her photographs of mysterious light phenomena, including the
remarkable Cross of Light (pictured) with its transformative and healing energy. Sharing her quest
for spiritual fulfillment through poignant worldwide adventures and the photographic capture of the
incredible PEP (Photographic Energy Phenomena), every chapter invites the reader to explore more
of Ms. Zanders heartfelt, mystical life journey. From encounters with dolphins and whales to
spine-tingling experiences with pit vipers in the depths of the Peruvian jungle, Dianes use of her
sixth sense and intuitive awareness of Gods guidance both inspires and comforts. Offering tools to
the reader for experiencing the same tangible light, peace, and contentment described in these
pages, through personal life lessons, Ms. Zander clearly reveals how we are never alone. Let love
lead the way. The PEP revealed in this book provides startling examples of the many expressions of
this truth. Intuitive Adventures beyond the Camera Lens will spur your imagination and expand your
awareness. Dianes roller-coaster travels and mystifying photographs guide the soul searching for
union with divine love.
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Picchu and the Inca Trail with maps, history, and tips on what to look for.
  how much guide machu picchu: The Rough Guide to First-Time Latin America Rough
Guides, 2010-02-01 The Rough Guide First-Time Latin America tells you everything you need to
know before you go to Latin America, from visas and vaccinations to budgets and packing. It will
help you plan the best possible trip, with advice on when to go and what not to miss, and how to
avoid trouble on the road. You'll find insightful information on what tickets to buy, where to stay,
what to eat and how to stay healthy and save money in Latin America. The Rough Guide First-Time
Latin America includes insightful overviews of each Latin American country highlighting the best
places to visit with country-specific websites, clear maps, suggested reading and budget
information. Be inspired by the 'things not to miss' section whilst useful contact details will help you
plan your route. All kinds of advice and anecdotes from travellers who've been there and done it will
make travelling stress-free. The Rough Guide First-Time Latin America has everything you need to
get your journey underway.
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Picchu George F. Eaton, 1916
  how much guide machu picchu: Positive Tourism Sebastian Filep, Jennifer Laing, Mihaly
Csikszentmihalyi, 2016-10-04 Tourism affects millions of individuals, numerous societies and
environments in multiple, nuanced and overlapping ways. While it can be viewed as a frivolous
leisure pursuit or simply a large industry, with potentially destructive impacts, it might also be
understood in terms of its effects on human fulfilment, the good life and greater well-being. This
book calls for positive tourism, principally grounded in theories from positive psychology (the study
of what makes life worth living), and the development of a body of knowledge that explains what
characterises optimal tourist experiences, what enables host communities to flourish and what
encourages workers in tourism to thrive. Through original research studies reported in this
international volume we aim to further develop this knowledge. The intersections between ongoing
and traditionally inspired applications of psychology in tourism and this new thrust in psychological
inquiry promise to refresh and challenge tourism research. This book will appeal to researchers and
academics in tourism, leisure, positive psychology, management and related fields as well as
graduate students, professionals and policy makers.
  how much guide machu picchu: Viva Travel Guides Machu Picchu and Cusco, Peru Paul
Newton, 2011-02-16 This is the most up-to-date book on visiting Machu Picchu, Cusco, and the
Sacred Valley available, period. V!VA is the one guide you'll need to get the most out of your trip to
Machu Picchu and the Inca empire. Written by Cusco experts, in this book you can: * Explore Machu
Picchu using the self-guided tour and color map. Go beyond sightseeing and truly understand the
ruins and Inca culture. * Trek the Inca Trail or one of the many Inca Trail alternatives while having a



minimal impact on the environment. * Immerse yourself in Cusco life by using the extensive
informtion on studying spanish, volunteering, working and living. * Taste local Peruvian cuisine in
world famous restaurants, or track down cheap, good eats while live Andean music fills the streets. *
Find all the nuts and bolts you need to navigate your way from the streets of Lima to the gates of
Machu Picchu. * Stay safe with the most up-to-date guide available, continuously updated by the
VIVA community on the www.vivatravelguides.com website.
  how much guide machu picchu: V!VA Travel Guides Rick Segreda, Paula Newton, Lorraine
Caputo, 2009 A guidebook that contains reports and travel conditions in the areas South of Lima
devastated by the August 2007 Pisco Earthquake. It helps visitors to explore Peru's ruins, including
the Ollantaytambo, Cusco, the fortress of Kuelap, and also the white city of Arequipa, surrounded by
snow capped volcanoes.
  how much guide machu picchu: Exploring Peru's Sacred Valley James Dugan, 2020-01-07
Planning a trip to Peru's Sacred Valley to see Machu Picchu, or explore the history of the Inca
civilisation? Want to know how to take great photos for social media, travel blog, or to simply enjoy?
Our travel photography guides focus on the information you need: - Detailed maps and diagrams -
Tips on planning your journey - Logistical information to ensure that you’re at the right place at the
right time - Ways to get the photo whilst avoiding the crowds We've described what you need to
know to photograph Machu Picchu, the Inca trail, and the Sacred Valley of Peru. This includes the
Inca capital of Cusco, as well as the main archaeological sites. Our guides help you save valuable
time in researching and planning, allowing you to focus on your photos!
  how much guide machu picchu: Moon Machu Picchu Ryan Dubé, 2018-10-23 Mystical,
timeless, and full of adventure: embark on the trip of a lifetime to the jewel of Peru with Moon
Machu Picchu. Inside you'll find: Strategic trekking guides, including two to four days on the Inca
Trail, five days on the Salcantay, and an Inca Jungle Trail itinerary, plus focused coverage of Cusco,
the Sacred Valley, and Lima Unique experiences beyond the beaten path: Explore seldom-seen ruins
like the Ollantaytambo Temple and visit remote Quechua-speaking villages. Go horseback riding on a
caballo de paso in the Sacred Valley, mountain biking to the hilltop fortress of Sacsayhuamán, or set
up camp on the riverbank after a day of rafting on the Río Apurímac. Sample coca tea and authentic
local delicacies, or shop for handmade Peruvian weavings, pottery, and jewelry Essential planning
information on agencies, tour guides, and porters, food and accommodations, packing suggestions,
finding the best airfares, and getting around by bus, train, taxi, car, or motorcycle rental How to
visit Machu Picchu respectfully, with tips on sustainability and helping the local economy,
minimizing your impact, and avoiding over-tourism, with insight from Lima resident Ryan Dubé A
guide to hazards, precautions, and gear, including how to avoid altitude sickness Full-color photos
and detailed maps throughout Thorough background information on the landscape, wildlife, plants,
culture, history, and local customs Handy tools including a Spanish phrasebook, visa information,
volunteer and study opportunities, and tips for seniors, families with children, visitors with
disabilities, women traveling alone, and LGBTQ+ travelers With Moon Machu Picchu's practical
advice and insider know-how, you can forge your own path. Exploring the rest of the country? Try
Moon Peru. Doing a tour of South America? Try Moon Colombia or Moon Patagonia. Special ebook
features: Easily navigate listings with quick searches, plus website links and zoom-in maps and
images Personalize your guide by adding notes and bookmarks
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