
william harvey book persuasion
william harvey book persuasion is a phrase that brings together two distinct but
intriguing topics: William Harvey, the pioneering English physician known for his discovery
of the circulatory system, and the concept of persuasion, often explored in literature and
communication studies. This article offers a comprehensive exploration of the connection
between William Harvey and the theme of persuasion, focusing specifically on how his work
and writings have influenced persuasive communication, scientific argumentation, and the
broader narrative of medical history. By examining the historical context, content, and
impact of William Harvey’s publications, readers will gain insight into how persuasion
operates within scientific discourse and how Harvey’s approach exemplifies effective
argumentation. This detailed analysis also considers the rhetorical strategies found in
William Harvey’s book and how these contribute to its lasting authority. The article is
organized into several key sections that explore William Harvey’s background, the role of
persuasion in his writings, and the broader implications for science and communication.

William Harvey: Historical Background and Contributions

The Role of Persuasion in William Harvey’s Book

Rhetorical Techniques Employed by William Harvey

Impact of William Harvey’s Persuasive Methods on Science

Modern Perspectives on William Harvey’s Book and Persuasion

William Harvey: Historical Background and
Contributions
William Harvey (1578–1657) was an English physician whose groundbreaking work in
anatomy and physiology revolutionized the understanding of the human circulatory system.
Before Harvey’s research, prevailing medical theories were largely influenced by Galenic
teachings, which inaccurately described blood movement. Harvey’s meticulous
observations and experiments led to the publication of his seminal book, “De Motu Cordis”
(On the Motion of the Heart and Blood) in 1628, which detailed the circulation of blood
pumped by the heart throughout the body.

Harvey’s contributions extended beyond the discovery itself; he established a
methodological framework for scientific investigation based on empirical evidence and
rational argument. His approach marked a significant shift from speculative philosophy to
observation-based science, setting new standards for medical research and practice.
Understanding Harvey’s historical context is crucial for appreciating the persuasive power
of his book and the challenges he faced in convincing contemporaries of his revolutionary
ideas.



The Role of Persuasion in William Harvey’s Book
Persuasion played a central role in William Harvey’s book because his findings contradicted
long-held beliefs and faced considerable skepticism. To secure acceptance, Harvey
employed a range of persuasive strategies designed to convince both medical professionals
and the broader intellectual community. His work is an early example of scientific
persuasion, where evidence is marshaled and communicated effectively to overcome
entrenched opposition.

Harvey’s persuasive efforts included:

Presenting detailed empirical data and observations

Using logical reasoning to challenge existing medical doctrines

Incorporating anatomical experiments to support his claims

Addressing potential counterarguments methodically

These elements combined to form a compelling narrative that not only introduced new
knowledge but also demonstrated the rigor and reliability of Harvey’s scientific method. The
persuasive nature of his writing helped establish the credibility of his discoveries and paved
the way for future medical advancements.

Rhetorical Techniques Employed by William
Harvey
William Harvey’s book persuasion is characterized by sophisticated rhetorical techniques
that enhance the clarity and impact of his scientific arguments. His writing balances
technical detail with accessible explanation, making complex concepts understandable
while maintaining intellectual rigor. Key rhetorical strategies include:

Use of Logical Structure
Harvey organizes his arguments in a clear, logical sequence, guiding readers through
empirical evidence before drawing conclusions. This step-by-step approach builds trust and
minimizes confusion, allowing readers to follow the progression of ideas naturally.

Appeal to Authority and Empiricism
While Harvey respects the authority of classical medical texts, he distinguishes his work by
grounding claims in firsthand observation and experimentation. This appeal to empirical
evidence over tradition strengthens his position and challenges the authority of outdated
beliefs.



Anticipation of Objections
Harvey anticipates skepticism by addressing possible criticisms within his text. By engaging
with opposing viewpoints directly, he demonstrates confidence in his findings and respects
the reader’s critical thinking ability, which enhances persuasive effectiveness.

Clarity and Precision of Language
His prose is precise and devoid of unnecessary embellishment, focusing on clear
communication. This clarity aids in persuading an audience that values accuracy and
scientific integrity.

Impact of William Harvey’s Persuasive Methods
on Science
The persuasive strength of William Harvey’s book had a profound and lasting impact on the
scientific community and medical practice. By effectively convincing his contemporaries of
the circulatory system’s mechanics, Harvey contributed to a paradigm shift in biology and
medicine, influencing how research was conducted and communicated.

His work exemplifies how persuasion is integral to scientific progress, not merely through
data presentation but through the careful construction of arguments that can withstand
scrutiny and debate. The success of Harvey’s persuasion led to:

Greater acceptance of experimental methods in medical research1.

Encouragement for subsequent scientists to challenge established knowledge2.

Development of modern physiology and cardiology3.

Strengthened standards for evidence-based medicine4.

These outcomes illustrate the essential role of persuasive communication in advancing
scientific knowledge and shaping modern healthcare.

Modern Perspectives on William Harvey’s Book
and Persuasion
Contemporary analysis of william harvey book persuasion highlights its significance as a
foundational text in scientific rhetoric. Scholars and historians of science examine Harvey’s
work not only for its scientific content but also for its exemplary use of persuasive discourse
in transforming medical paradigms.

Current perspectives emphasize:

The enduring relevance of Harvey’s methodological rigor and argumentative clarity



The role of persuasive writing in bridging the gap between discovery and acceptance

Comparative studies of Harvey’s techniques with modern scientific communication
practices

Application of Harvey’s persuasion strategies in education and public understanding of
science

Such studies affirm the importance of effective persuasion in science and underscore the
historical legacy of William Harvey’s book as both a scientific and rhetorical masterpiece.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is William Harvey in relation to the book
'Persuasion'?
William Harvey is not directly related to the book 'Persuasion' by Jane Austen; he is known
historically as a physician who discovered the circulation of blood.

Is there a book titled 'Persuasion' written by William
Harvey?
No, there is no record of a book titled 'Persuasion' written by William Harvey. The famous
novel 'Persuasion' was written by Jane Austen.

What is the connection between William Harvey and the
concept of persuasion?
There is no notable connection between William Harvey and the concept of persuasion in
literature; William Harvey is primarily recognized for his contributions to medicine.

Can you find a book called 'Persuasion' authored by
William Harvey?
No, William Harvey did not author a book called 'Persuasion'. The well-known 'Persuasion' is
a novel by Jane Austen.

Are there any modern books about persuasion that
reference William Harvey?
Modern books about persuasion typically reference psychological or communication
theories rather than William Harvey, who was a medical pioneer.



What is the most famous book titled 'Persuasion'?
The most famous book titled 'Persuasion' is the novel by Jane Austen, published in 1817,
which explores themes of love, regret, and social status.

Has William Harvey written about persuasion
techniques in his works?
William Harvey's works focused on anatomy and physiology, particularly the circulatory
system, and did not cover persuasion techniques.

Are there any academic articles linking William
Harvey’s work to persuasion?
No, academic articles generally do not link William Harvey's medical research to the study
of persuasion, as they belong to different fields.

Could 'William Harvey's book Persuasion' be a mistaken
reference?
Yes, it is likely a mistaken reference, confusing William Harvey the physician with Jane
Austen's novel 'Persuasion'.

Where can I find reliable information about the book
'Persuasion'?
Reliable information about Jane Austen's 'Persuasion' can be found on literary websites,
academic databases, and libraries, as it is a classic work of English literature.

Additional Resources
1. Influence: The Psychology of Persuasion by Robert B. Cialdini
This classic book explores the key principles behind why people say “yes” and how to apply
these understandings ethically in everyday life. Cialdini identifies six universal principles of
influence, including reciprocity, commitment, social proof, authority, liking, and scarcity. It
is widely regarded as an essential read for anyone interested in the art and science of
persuasion.

2. Pre-Suasion: A Revolutionary Way to Influence and Persuade by Robert B. Cialdini
In this follow-up to “Influence,” Cialdini delves into the concept of “pre-suasion,” or how
setting the stage before delivering a message can dramatically increase its impact. The
book offers practical techniques for gaining attention and shaping the context to make
persuasion more effective. It combines psychological research with real-world applications
to enhance your persuasive skills.

3. Persuasion: The Art of Getting What You Want by Dave Lakhani
Dave Lakhani’s book is a practical guide that breaks down persuasion into actionable



strategies and techniques. It emphasizes understanding human behavior and
communication to influence decisions ethically. The author provides tools for both
professional and personal settings to improve negotiation, sales, and everyday interactions.

4. The Art of Persuasion: How to Influence People and Get What You Want by Juliet Erickson
This book focuses on developing emotional intelligence and communication skills to
become a more persuasive individual. Erickson discusses the importance of listening,
empathy, and building rapport to connect with others effectively. The book offers exercises
and strategies to boost your confidence in persuasive conversations.

5. Yes!: 50 Scientifically Proven Ways to Be Persuasive by Noah J. Goldstein, Steve J. Martin,
and Robert B. Cialdini
Drawing on scientific studies, this book presents 50 practical tips and techniques to
enhance your persuasive abilities. Each method is backed by research and illustrated with
real-life examples. It is an easy-to-read and insightful resource for anyone looking to
improve influence skills quickly.

6. Made to Stick: Why Some Ideas Survive and Others Die by Chip Heath and Dan Heath
While not solely about persuasion, this book explains why certain ideas and messages
resonate and stick in people’s minds. The Heath brothers identify key principles like
simplicity, unexpectedness, and emotional appeal that make communication effective.
Understanding these concepts can help you craft more persuasive and memorable
messages.

7. Persuasion IQ: The 10 Skills You Need to Get Exactly What You Want by Kurt Mortensen
Mortensen’s book outlines ten crucial skills that enhance your ability to persuade others in
various contexts. It provides practical advice on improving body language, storytelling, and
emotional connection. The book is designed to help readers become more influential and
achieve their goals with integrity.

8. To Sell Is Human: The Surprising Truth About Moving Others by Daniel H. Pink
Daniel Pink redefines sales and persuasion as essential skills for everyone, not just
salespeople. He explores the psychology behind motivating and convincing others,
emphasizing empathy and clarity. The book offers fresh perspectives and tools to improve
your ability to persuade in everyday life.

9. Thank You for Arguing: What Aristotle, Lincoln, and Homer Simpson Can Teach Us About
the Art of Persuasion by Jay Heinrichs
This engaging book combines classical rhetoric with modern examples to teach the art of
argument and persuasion. Heinrichs explains techniques from ethos, pathos, and logos to
practical tips for winning debates and influencing opinions. It’s a witty and educational
guide that makes persuasion accessible and fun.
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  william harvey book persuasion: The Works of William Harvey M.D William Harvey,
2019-12-19 In The Works of William Harvey M.D, the seminal texts of the father of modern
physiology are meticulously compiled, showcasing Harvey's groundbreaking theories on circulation
and the function of the heart. Combining an intricate narrative style with rigorous scientific
examination, Harvey's writings reflect the transition from ancient humoral theory to empirical
observation. His innovative use of anatomical illustrations complements the textual discourse,
offering readers both clarity and profundity. The book is not merely a collection of thoughts but a
pivotal work that lays the groundwork for cardiovascular physiology within the broader tapestry of
17th-century medical literature. William Harvey (1578-1657), an English physician, was profoundly
influenced by the Renaissance's quest for knowledge and the scientific method. Educated at
Cambridge and Padua, Harvey was at the forefront of the Anatomical Revolution. His dedication to
dissections and keen observational skills enabled him to unveil the mysteries of blood circulation,
challenging millennia of accepted beliefs. Harvey's intellectual environment, enriched by
contemporaries such as Galileo, instilled in him an unwavering belief in experimentation and reason.
This indispensable volume is highly recommended for students, historians, and practitioners of
medicine alike. It not only serves as a primary source to comprehend the evolution of medical
science but also engages with the philosophical implications of Harvey'Äôs findings. Readers will
find themselves immersed in the birth of a discipline that profoundly influences contemporary
understandings of human physiology.
  william harvey book persuasion: New Light on William Harvey Walter Pagel, 1976 'This book
is clearly an essential one-not only for the Harvey specialist, but also for all students of the Scientific
Revolution.'
  william harvey book persuasion: Cultural Anatomies of the Heart in Aristotle, Augustine,
Aquinas, Calvin, and Harvey Marjorie O'Rourke Boyle, 2018-09-04 This book probes beneath modern
scientific and sentimental concepts of the heart to discover its past mysteries. Historical hearts
evidenced essential aspects of human existence that still endure in modern thought and experience
of political community, psychological mentality, and physical vitality. Marjorie O’Rourke Boyle
revises ordinary assumptions about the heart with original interdisciplinary research on religious
beliefs and theological and philosophical ideas. Her book uncovers the thought of Aristotle, William
Harvey, Augustine, Thomas Aquinas, and John Calvinas it relates to the heart. It analyzes
Augustine’s outlaw heart in cultural deviance from biblical law; Aquinas’s problematic argument for
the permanence of the natural law in the heart; and Calvin’s advocacy for an affective heart
re-created by the Spirit from its fallen nature. This book of cultural anatomies is the climax of her
dozen years of publications on the heart.
  william harvey book persuasion: Like a Virgin Aarathi Prasad, 2012-08-01 Most cultures tell
the tale of a maiden who gives birth untouched by a man, and in the wild there are plenty of
creatures – turkeys, Komodo ‘dragons’, and the ‘Jesus Christ’ lizard (which even walks on water) –
that take various approaches to making babies without having sex. Soon, humans will have that
option, too. In Like a Virgin, biologist and science writer Aarathi Prasad examines inconceivable
ideas about conception, from a Renaissance recipe for creating a child (bury semen in manure for
forty days) to the search for a real-life virgin mother in the 1950s. She then takes us to maverick,
cutting-edge labs that are today inventing sex-less reproduction, from manufactured eggs to
artificial wombs and beyond. Like a Virgin delivers an astonishing exploration of the mysteries of sex
and evolution – past, present, and future.
  william harvey book persuasion: Persuasion and Social Influence Sarah Trenholm, 1989
  william harvey book persuasion: Street Smarts Jim Randel, 2011 Street Smarts, Beyond the
Diploma recently received the “Book of the Year” award for the student demographic from the
Institute of Financial Literacy. The EIFLE award was presented at the Institute’s national convention
in Orlando in April, 2012. Street Smarts responds to everyone who says “someone should write a
book about the “school of hard knocks.” This book is about life skills – the development of those



habits and traits that line the path to success. It’s intended to bridge the gap in the traditional
college curriculum between “book smarts” and all the real-world, practical information and life skills
that students need to succeed after graduation. Street Smarts, Beyond the Diploma is the result of
three years of interviews with hundreds of successful people from all walks of life. This book
summarizes 125 lessons that were identified over and over as to what students need to understand
and master. Critics have raved about the book commenting on its visual format, “less is more”
delivery, and entertainment value.
  william harvey book persuasion: Making Sense of Messages Mark Stoner, Sally J. Perkins,
2015-10-16 Using a developmental approach to the process of criticism, Making Sense of Messages
serves as an introduction to rhetorical criticism for communication majors. The text employs models
of criticism to offer pointed and reflective commentary on the thinking process used to apply theory
to a message. This developmental/apprenticeship approach helps students understand the thinking
process behind critical analysis and aids in critical writing.
  william harvey book persuasion: Thomas Hardy's Novel Universe Pamela Gossin,
2017-03-02 In this, the first book-length study of astronomy in Hardy's writing, historian of science
and literary scholar Pamela Gossin brings the analytical tools of both disciplines to bear as she offers
unexpected and sophisticated readings of seven novels that enrich Darwinian and feminist
perspectives on his work, extend formalist evaluations of his achievement as a writer, and provide
fresh interpretations of enigmatic passages and scenes. In an elegantly crafted introduction, Gossin
draws together the shared critical values and methods of literary studies and the history of science
to articulate a hybrid model of scholarly interpretation and analysis that promotes cross-disciplinary
compassion and understanding within the current contention of the science/culture wars. She then
situates Hardy's own deeply interdisciplinary knowledge of astronomy and cosmology within both
literary and scientific traditions, from the ancient world through the Victorian era. Gossin offers
insightful new assessments of A Pair of Blue Eyes, Far from the Madding Crowd, The Return of the
Native, Two on a Tower, The Woodlanders, Tess of the D'Urbervilles, and Jude the Obscure, arguing
that Hardy's personal synthesis of ancient and modern astronomy with mythopoetic and scientific
cosmologies enabled him to write as a literary cosmologist for the post-Darwinian world. The
profound new myths that comprise Hardy's novel universe can be read as a sustained set of literary
thought-experiments by which he critiques the possibilities, limitations, and dangers of living out the
storylines that such imaginative cosmologies project for his time - and ours.
  william harvey book persuasion: Communication and Persuasion Richard E. Petty, John T.
Cacioppo, 2012-12-06 It has been over 10 years since we initiated work on our first series of
collaborative experiments. As graduate students, we had great fun planning, conducting, and writing
this research (Petty & Cacioppo, 1977). We enjoyed arguing with each other at our initial meeting in
1973 and have sub sequently become best friends, but neither of us suspected at the time that we
would or could actively maintain a research collaboration over the next decade, or that we would
now find ourselves in a position to write this monograph. As we note in Chapter 1, we began our
studies of persuasion at a time when social psychology was in crisis, and interest in research on
attitude change in particular was declining. As we write this, we are aware of six new volumes on
persuasion that are in press or in preparation and that should appear over the next few years. In
retrospect, it is not so surprising that research on attitudes and persuasion would reemerge as a
central concern of social psychology. We believe that human feelings, beliefs, and behaviors,
whether in the domain of interpersonal relations (e. g. , marriage, aggression), politics (e. g. , voting,
revolution), health (e. g. , following a medical regimen), or economics (e. g. , consumer purchases)
are greatly influenced by the evaluations people have of other people, objects, and issues.
Furthermore, evaluations (attitudes) are influenced by affect, cognition, and behavior.
  william harvey book persuasion: The Cumulative Book Index , 1900 A world list of books in
the English language.
  william harvey book persuasion: Forbidden Knowledge Hannah Marcus, 2020-09-25
“Wonderful . . . offers and provokes meditation on the timeless nature of censorship, its practices, its



intentions and . . . its (unintended) outcomes.” —Times Higher Education Forbidden Knowledge
explores the censorship of medical books from their proliferation in print through the prohibitions
placed on them during the Counter-Reformation. How and why did books banned in Italy in the
sixteenth century end up back on library shelves in the seventeenth? Historian Hannah Marcus
uncovers how early modern physicians evaluated the utility of banned books and facilitated their
continued circulation in conversation with Catholic authorities. Through extensive archival research,
Marcus highlights how talk of scientific utility, once thought to have begun during the Scientific
Revolution, in fact began earlier, emerging from ecclesiastical censorship and the desire to continue
to use banned medical books. What’s more, this censorship in medicine, which preceded the
Copernican debate in astronomy by sixty years, has had a lasting impact on how we talk about new
and controversial developments in scientific knowledge. Beautiful illustrations accompany this
masterful, timely book about the interplay between efforts at intellectual control and the utility of
knowledge. “Marcus deftly explains the various contradictions that shaped the interactions between
Catholic authorities and the medical and scientific communities of early modern Italy, showing how
these dynamics defined the role of outside expertise in creating 'Catholic Knowledge' for centuries
to come.” —Annals of Science “An important study that all scholars and advanced students of early
modern Europe will want to read, especially those interested in early modern medicine, religion, and
the history of the book. . . . Highly recommended.” —Choice
  william harvey book persuasion: The Role of the Arab-Islamic World in the Rise of the
West Nayef R.F. Al-Rodhan, 2012-08-21 This book takes a fascinating look at the role of the
Arab-Islamic world in the rise of the West. It examines the cultural transmission of ideas and
institutions in a number of key areas, including science, philosophy, humanism, law, finance,
commerce, as well as the Arab-Islamic world's overall impact on the Reformation and the
Renaissance.
  william harvey book persuasion: The Publishers' Circular and General Record of British and
Foreign Literature , 1889
  william harvey book persuasion: Persuasive Aesthetic Ecocritical Praxis Patrick D. Murphy,
2015-08-20 Persuasive Aesthetic Ecocritical Praxis continues Patrick D. Murphy's focus on
transversal ecocritical praxis by considering literature and cinema in terms of the persuasive force
of aesthetic activity and whether or not artistic production and its criticism can be considered forms
of activism. Murphy argues that literature and other forms of aesthetic production hold out the
promise of being able to move some individuals deeply through both affective and intellectual
engagement in ways that facilitate ideological reflection. To analyze aesthetic production
ecocritically requires a transversal orientation in order to work continuously at accommodating a
vast array of often seemingly disparate perspectives, disciplines, and contextual information, as well
as the ever changing thematic, plot, setting, and contextual elements of the aesthetic works under
consideration and the responses of changing audiences through time and across cultures. Murphy
demonstrates this approach through presenting theories of transversality and applying them with
attention to issues of propaganda, agitation, and persuasion, both in terms of artistic production and
the criticism of such production. He also brings an ecofeminist orientation to the fore with particular
attention to the gendered economic aspects of environmental issues in an age of land grabs and
plantation economies. Along the way he treats a wide range of literary works, films and miniseries.
In American literature he discusses realist and science fiction works, from Susan Fenimore Cooper's
Rural Hours to Paolo Bacigalupi's The Windup Girl, Barbara Kingsolver's Flight Behavior to Kim
Stanley Robinson's 2312, and Ana Castillo's So Far from God to Leslie Marmon Silko's Gardens in
the Dunes. In international literature, he analyzes Mo Yan's The Garlic Ballads, Jiang Rong's Wolft
Totem, Michiko Ishimure's The Lake of Heaven, Miyuki Miyabe's All She Was Worth, and other
novels. The book concludes with a reading of Ernest Callenbach's Ecotopia and Ecotopia Emerging,
an Afterword recommending further directions for transversal ecocritical research an and interview
that discusses Murphy's previous book, Transversal Ecocritical Praxis, and provides some personal
background on the author.



  william harvey book persuasion: Persuasive Games Ian Bogost, 2010-08-13 An exploration
of the way videogames mount arguments and make expressive statements about the world that
analyzes their unique persuasive power in terms of their computational properties. Videogames are
an expressive medium, and a persuasive medium; they represent how real and imagined systems
work, and they invite players to interact with those systems and form judgments about them. In this
innovative analysis, Ian Bogost examines the way videogames mount arguments and influence
players. Drawing on the 2,500-year history of rhetoric, the study of persuasive expression, Bogost
analyzes rhetoric's unique function in software in general and videogames in particular. The field of
media studies already analyzes visual rhetoric, the art of using imagery and visual representation
persuasively. Bogost argues that videogames, thanks to their basic representational mode of
procedurality (rule-based representations and interactions), open a new domain for persuasion; they
realize a new form of rhetoric. Bogost calls this new form procedural rhetoric, a type of rhetoric tied
to the core affordances of computers: running processes and executing rule-based symbolic
manipulation. He argues further that videogames have a unique persuasive power that goes beyond
other forms of computational persuasion. Not only can videogames support existing social and
cultural positions, but they can also disrupt and change these positions themselves, leading to
potentially significant long-term social change. Bogost looks at three areas in which videogame
persuasion has already taken form and shows considerable potential: politics, advertising, and
learning.
  william harvey book persuasion: The Anatomist Anatomis'd Andrew Cunningham, 2010
The eighteenth-century practitioners of anatomy saw their own period as 'the perfection of anatomy'.
This book looks at the investigation of anatomy in the 'long' eighteenth century in disciplinary terms.
This means looking in a novel way not only at the practical aspects of anatomizing but also at
questions of how one became an anatomist, where and how the discipline was practised, what the
point was of its practice, what counted as sub-disciplines of anatomy, and the nature of arguments
over anatomical facts and priority of discovery. In particular pathology, generation and birth, and
comparative anatomy are shown to have been linked together as subdisciplines of anatomy. At first
sight anatomy seems the most long-lived and stable of medical disciplines, from Galen and Vesalius
to the present. But Cunningham argues that anatomy was, like so many other areas of knowledge,
changed irrevocably around the end of the eighteenth century, with the creation of new disciplines,
new forms of knowledge and new ways of investigation. The 'long' eighteenth century, therefore,
was not only the highpoint of anatomy but also the endpoint of old anatomy.
  william harvey book persuasion: Liberating Judgment Douglas John Casson, 2011-01-03
Examining the social and political upheavals that characterized the collapse of public judgment in
early modern Europe, Liberating Judgment offers a unique account of the achievement of liberal
democracy and self-government. The book argues that the work of John Locke instills a civic
judgment that avoids the excesses of corrosive skepticism and dogmatic fanaticism, which lead to
either political acquiescence or irresolvable conflict. Locke changes the way political power is
assessed by replacing deteriorating vocabularies of legitimacy with a new language of justification
informed by a conception of probability. For Locke, the coherence and viability of liberal
self-government rests not on unassailable principles or institutions, but on the capacity of citizens to
embrace probable judgment. The book explores the breakdown of the medieval understanding of
knowledge and opinion, and considers how Montaigne's skepticism and Descartes'
rationalism--interconnected responses to the crisis--involved a pragmatic submission to absolute
rule. Locke endorses this response early on, but moves away from it when he encounters a notion of
reasonableness based on probable judgment. In his mature writings, Locke instructs his readers to
govern their faculties and intellectual yearnings in accordance with this new standard as well as a
vocabulary of justification that might cultivate a self-government of free and equal individuals. The
success of Locke's arguments depends upon citizens' willingness to take up the labor of judgment in
situations where absolute certainty cannot be achieved.
  william harvey book persuasion: The Nation and Athenaeum , 1919



  william harvey book persuasion: Fixing Economics George Cooper, 2016-08-15 THE
EXPANDED SECOND EDITION OF THE ACCLAIMED MONEY, BLOOD AND REVOLUTION
Economics is a broken science, living in a kind of Alice in Wonderland state believing in multiple
inconsistent things at the same time. Prior to the financial crisis, mainstream economics argued
simultaneously for small government on taxation, regulation and spending, but big government on
monetary policy. After the financial crisis, economics is now arguing for more government spending
and for less government spending. The premise of this book is that the internal inconsistencies
between economic theories - the apparently unresolvable debates between leading economists and
the incoherent policies of our governments - are symptomatic of economics being in a crisis.
Specifically, in a scientific crisis. The good news is that, thanks to the work of scientist and
philosopher Thomas Kuhn, we know what needs to be done to fix a scientific crisis. Moreover, there
are two scientists in particular whose ideas could show how to do this for economics: Charles
Darwin, the man who discovered evolution, and William Harvey, doctor to King Charles I and the
first person to understand blood flow and the workings of the human heart. In Fixing Economics,
bestselling financial writer George Cooper explains how the ideas of Darwin and Harvey could
revolutionise economics, making it more scientific and understandable, and might even reveal the
true origin of economic growth and inequality. Taking readers on a gripping tour of scientific
revolution, social upheaval and the secrets of money and debt, this is an unmissable read for anyone
curious to understand how the world really works - and the amazing future of economics.
  william harvey book persuasion: The London Mercury , 1927
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