
when was the bible written

when was the bible written is a question that has intrigued scholars, theologians, and historians
for centuries. The Bible, a sacred text for millions around the world, is not a single book but a
collection of writings composed over many centuries. Understanding when the Bible was written
involves exploring a vast timeline that covers ancient history, cultural contexts, and religious
developments. This article delves into the historical periods during which the Bible's various books
were composed, examining both the Old Testament and New Testament. It also discusses the
processes of compilation, translation, and canonization that shaped the Bible into its present form. By
exploring these aspects, the article offers a comprehensive overview that answers the question of
when the Bible was written, while providing insight into its literary and historical significance.

The Old Testament: Origins and Timeline

The New Testament: Composition and Dates

Historical Context and Authorship

Compilation and Canonization of the Bible

Translations and Manuscript Evidence

The Old Testament: Origins and Timeline
The Old Testament, also known as the Hebrew Bible, is the first major section of the Christian Bible
and is foundational to Judaism. It consists of various books, including the Torah (Pentateuch),
historical books, wisdom literature, and prophetic writings. These texts were written over a significant
period, reflecting diverse authorship and historical contexts.

The Torah (Pentateuch)
The Torah, comprising Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy, is traditionally
attributed to Moses. However, modern scholarship suggests that these texts were written and
compiled between the 12th and 5th centuries BCE. The earliest parts may date back to oral traditions
from the late Bronze Age, while the final form likely emerged during or after the Babylonian exile (6th
century BCE).

Historical and Prophetic Books
Books such as Joshua, Judges, Samuel, and Kings narrate the history of Israel from settlement in
Canaan to the Babylonian exile. These were composed between the 10th and 6th centuries BCE.
Prophetic books, including Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel, also date from roughly the 8th to 6th
centuries BCE, reflecting the socio-political challenges of their times.



Wisdom Literature and Psalms
Books like Proverbs, Job, Ecclesiastes, and Psalms are collections of poetry and wisdom sayings.
These were likely written between the 10th and 4th centuries BCE. Psalms, for example, contains
compositions that span many centuries, reflecting religious worship practices and theology.

The New Testament: Composition and Dates
The New Testament contains texts central to Christianity, including the life and teachings of Jesus
Christ, the acts of the apostles, letters to early Christian communities, and apocalyptic literature.
These writings were composed in the first century CE, primarily in Greek.

The Gospels
The four canonical Gospels—Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John—describe the life, ministry, death, and
resurrection of Jesus. Scholars generally date Mark, the earliest Gospel, to around 65-70 CE. Matthew
and Luke likely followed between 70-90 CE, while John is often dated to 90-110 CE. These texts were
written within a few decades after the events they describe.

The Pauline Epistles
A significant portion of the New Testament consists of letters attributed to Paul the Apostle. These
epistles were among the earliest Christian writings, dated between approximately 50 and 67 CE. They
address theological issues and practical matters within early Christian communities.

Other Epistles and Revelation
The remaining epistles, written by various authors, date from the late first century to the early second
century CE. The Book of Revelation, an apocalyptic text, is generally dated to around 95 CE. These
writings reflect the diversity and development of early Christian thought.

Historical Context and Authorship
Understanding when the Bible was written requires examining the historical settings and authorship
traditions related to its texts. Factors such as oral transmission, cultural influences, and the purposes
of the authors play crucial roles in dating the scriptures.

Oral Traditions and Written Records
Many biblical texts originated from oral traditions passed through generations before being
committed to writing. This process complicates precise dating but provides insight into the cultural
and religious evolution behind the texts.



Multiple Authors and Redaction
Most books of the Bible were composed by multiple authors over time and were edited or redacted to
form the versions known today. For example, the Pentateuch is believed to have several source
documents combined by later editors, reflecting different theological viewpoints and historical
circumstances.

Cultural and Political Influences
Events such as the Babylonian exile, Hellenistic rule, and Roman occupation influenced the writing
and compilation of biblical texts. These contexts shaped the themes, language, and purposes of the
scriptures.

Compilation and Canonization of the Bible
The process of compiling and canonizing the Bible, or determining which books were considered
authoritative scripture, extended over centuries and varied between religious traditions.

Old Testament Canon Formation
The Hebrew Bible's canon was largely established by the 2nd century CE, although debates about
certain books continued longer. Jewish communities preserved these texts as sacred scripture, which
later influenced Christian Old Testament canons.

New Testament Canon Development
The New Testament canon was gradually recognized between the 2nd and 4th centuries CE. Early
Christian leaders and councils evaluated various writings, leading to the acceptance of the 27 books
included in most Christian Bibles today.

Differences in Canon Among Traditions
Different Christian traditions have slightly varied canons. For example, the Catholic and Orthodox
Bibles include additional books known as the Deuterocanonical or Apocryphal books, which are not
found in the Protestant canon.

Key Milestones in Canonization

Early Christian use of the Septuagint (Greek Old Testament)1.

Marcion’s canon proposal (mid-2nd century)2.



Muratorian Fragment (late 2nd century)3.

Council of Hippo (393 CE) and Council of Carthage (397 CE)4.

Jerome’s Latin Vulgate translation (late 4th century)5.

Translations and Manuscript Evidence
The Bible has been translated into numerous languages throughout history, with manuscript evidence
playing a critical role in understanding its textual history and dating.

Ancient Manuscripts
Old Testament manuscripts include the Dead Sea Scrolls, dating from the 3rd century BCE to the 1st
century CE, providing some of the oldest biblical texts. The New Testament is preserved in thousands
of Greek manuscripts, the earliest fragments dating to the early 2nd century CE.

Major Early Translations
The Septuagint, a Greek translation of the Hebrew Scriptures, was produced between the 3rd and 2nd
centuries BCE. The Latin Vulgate, translated by Jerome in the late 4th century CE, became the
standard Bible for the Western Church for many centuries.

Impact of Translations on Dating
Translations help scholars track the transmission and evolution of biblical texts. Variations among
manuscripts and translations provide clues about when and where certain texts were written or
edited.

Dead Sea Scrolls: Old Testament fragments (3rd century BCE–1st century CE)

Septuagint: Greek translation (3rd–2nd centuries BCE)

New Testament manuscripts: earliest fragments from early 2nd century CE

Latin Vulgate: late 4th century CE



Frequently Asked Questions

When was the Bible originally written?
The Bible was written over a span of approximately 1,500 years, from around 1400 BCE to 100 CE,
with different books authored at different times.

Which parts of the Bible were written first?
The earliest parts of the Bible are generally considered to be some of the Old Testament texts, such
as the Song of Deborah and parts of the Pentateuch, written around 1400 to 1200 BCE.

When was the New Testament written?
The New Testament was written in the first century CE, roughly between 50 CE and 100 CE, with the
letters of Paul among the earliest texts.

How do scholars determine when the Bible was written?
Scholars use historical context, linguistic analysis, manuscript evidence, and references in other
ancient texts to estimate the dates when different books of the Bible were composed.

Was the Bible written all at once or over time?
The Bible was written over many centuries by multiple authors, reflecting diverse historical periods,
cultures, and theological perspectives.

Additional Resources
1. The Bible Unearthed: Archaeology's New Vision of Ancient Israel and the Origin of Its Sacred Texts
This book by Israel Finkelstein and Neil Asher Silberman explores the historical and archaeological
context of the Bible's composition. It challenges traditional views by suggesting that much of the Bible
was written or compiled during the late Iron Age and the Babylonian exile. The authors use evidence
from excavations to date biblical texts and understand their origins.

2. Who Wrote the Bible?
Authored by Richard Elliott Friedman, this book delves into the documentary hypothesis, which
proposes multiple authors for the Pentateuch. Friedman traces the different sources and their
historical backgrounds, offering insights into when and why these texts were written. The book is
accessible to readers new to biblical scholarship.

3. How the Bible Became Holy
Michael L. Satlow examines the processes through which various biblical texts were composed,
compiled, and canonized. The book discusses the historical periods in which the Bible took shape,
focusing on the social and religious factors that influenced its formation. It provides a nuanced
understanding of when the Bible was written and how it gained authority.



4. The Formation of the Hebrew Bible: A New Reconstruction
By David M. Carr, this work reconstructs the historical stages of the Hebrew Bible’s composition. Carr
analyzes textual evidence to propose a timeline for when different books were written, emphasizing
the dynamic and multifaceted nature of the Bible’s development. The book is valuable for readers
interested in the scholarly methodology behind dating biblical texts.

5. Scripture and Scholarship: An Introduction to the Bible
Edited by Craig A. Evans, this collection includes essays by various scholars on the origins and dating
of biblical texts. It provides an overview of current academic perspectives on when the Bible was
written, including discussions on authorship and historical context. The book serves as a
comprehensive introduction to biblical scholarship.

6. Introduction to the Old Testament: The Canon and Christian Imagination
Walter Brueggemann offers a theological and historical overview of the Old Testament's composition.
The book discusses the periods in which different books were written and how their messages relate
to their historical settings. Brueggemann’s work helps readers understand the Bible's formation within
its ancient Near Eastern context.

7. The Bible from Scratch: The Old Testament for Beginners
By Donald M. Parry and James W. Watts, this book introduces readers to the Old Testament’s content
and history. It includes discussions on the dating of biblical books, highlighting scholarly consensus
and debates. The accessible style makes it suitable for those seeking a foundational understanding of
when the Bible was written.

8. Textual Criticism of the Hebrew Bible
Emmanuel Tov’s work focuses on the textual history of the Hebrew Bible, examining ancient
manuscripts and their implications for dating biblical texts. The book explains how variations in texts
can inform scholars about the time and place of their composition. It is a critical resource for
understanding the Bible’s writing and transmission.

9. The Origins of the Bible: A Guide for the Perplexed
By Timothy H. Lim, this guide addresses common questions about the Bible’s origins, including when
and how it was written. Lim synthesizes archaeological, historical, and literary evidence to provide a
clear picture of the Bible’s development. The book is ideal for readers seeking a concise yet scholarly
introduction to the topic.
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  when was the bible written: Judaisms Aaron J. Hahn Tapper, 2016-06-07 An introductory
textbook that examines how Jews are a culture, ethnicity, nation, nationality, race, and religion. With
each chapter revolving around a single theme--Narratives, Sinais, Zions, Messiahs, Laws,
Mysticisms, Cultures, Movements, Genocides, Powers, Borders, and Futures--this introductory
textbook interrogates readers' understanding of the Jewish community. Written for a new mode of
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teaching--one that recognizes the core role that identity formation plays in our lives--this book
weaves together alternative, marginalized voices to illustrate how Jews have always been in the
process of reshaping their customs, practices, and beliefs. Judaisms is the first book to assess and
summarize Jewish history from the time of the Hebrew Bible through today using multiple
perspectives--Provided by publisher.
  when was the bible written: What If the Bible Had Never Been Written? D. James Kennedy,
Jerry Newcombe, 2008-01-01 But the Bible, more than any other book, is also the most maligned on
the market. Many of the cities of our culture dismiss the Word of God. In What If the Bible Had
Never Been Written?, D. James Kennedy and Jerry Newcombe show that this collection of books was
indeed the inspiration for almost all of the great explorers, scientists, writers, artists, politicians, and
educators the world has ever known. That such a book, which has influenced so many and stood the
test of time for so long, is dismissed as folklore or myth, just goes to show what extremes
nonbelievers will go to rationalize their behavior. From the Ten Commandments, which many of our
laws and government are based upon, to the Golden Rule, a verse taken straight out of the New
Testament, to many of today's most common phrases and expressions...there is no doubt as to the
influence the Bible has on everyone, in some degree, every day. What If the Bible Had Never Been
Written? provides a well-documented and in-depth look at the impact the Book of Books has had on
humanity, pointing to specific areas in today's society that would not be as they are now, if it were
not for the Bible.
  when was the bible written: The Handy History Answer Book David L Hudson, 2012-09-01 Our
country and the world is changing fast, and a knowledge of history helps us understand the hows,
whats, and whys of modern civilization. Fully revised and updated, this new edition of The Handy
History Answer Book answers over 1,000 how-what-why questions. A concise guide to all things
historical, this feast of facts and compelling stories recounts the revolutionary ideas, acts, and
inventions that have changed the world from the Stone Age through the 21st century. Open the
pages of this historical guide and get ready for an exciting journey. From Neanderthal Man to
sports, from the Trojan War to the Arab Spring, from the Hippocratic Oath to the Internet, this is the
perfect companion for history buffs of any age and a resource for learning—and brushing up on—the
events, terms, and history makers. A concise guide to all things historical, this feast of facts and
compelling stories recounts the revolutionary ideas, acts, and inventions that have changed the
world. Beginning with a section on historical eras, this popular reference source tracks history and
organizes information in 13 specific subject sections, ranging from politics and war to science and
religion. It tackles exploration and settlement, technological advances, legal fireworks, financial and
business events, social movements, natural and man-made disasters, medicine and disease, and art
and culture. From the Stone Age to sports, from the Trojan War to the Arab Spring, and from the
Hippocratic Oath to the internet, this is the perfect companion for history buffs of any age.
  when was the bible written: Dead Bibles Created Dead Religions Darrell Herron, 2021-08-30
This book exposes the biggest cover-up story that has ever existed, which should never have needed
to be written, but sadly, because of what has happened...it truly must be written. At no time in our
history has such a book been written which exposes religions and Bibles through historical facts and
how religious corruption began. In discovering the alterations of Bibles that have risen many
religions to the power of dominance through propaganda. Through the entity of both, we will receive
the knowledge of discovery of history’s facts of how it happened and how it all began. Discovering
written manuscripts of the true disciples of Christ that have been buried under the sands for over
two thousand years and have recently been found. The discovery of these manuscripts have exposed
what and who and the reasons Bibles have been written, showing how we have been exposed with
propaganda, the way that religions have called us to follow. All has been hidden and are now being
exposed, from the religious conspiracies to the truth. In which the world now has the opportunity to
learn the truth about Bibles and religions. In discovering how truth gives life and deception takes it
away. Unlocking the mysteries of the gate to receive the keys of understanding. With raging
questions of what to believe and what not to believe, with revelations of which will emerge



victorious. After reading this book, you will never see the world the same way again.
  when was the bible written: These Are Written Peter Nafzger, 2013-05-31 Today there is an
increasing awareness and availability of the sacred writings of the world's religions. This raises
important questions about the Christian Scriptures. What is distinctive about these writings? What
role do they play in the Christian story? What makes these particular texts holy? The modern battle
for the Bible, with its narrow focus on proving (or disproving) biblical inerrancy, has made it difficult
to provide sufficient answers.This work of constructive theology rethinks the concepts, categories,
and assumptions that have dominated the modern approach to the Bible by returning to the biblical
narrative and its focus on the cross. It identifies the Scriptures as the written form of the living and
active Word of God, which was spoken by the prophets and apostles and became human in the
person of Jesus Christ. This conception of the Bible provides Christians in this postmodern world
with a solid ground from which to address pressing questions about canon, authority, and
interpretation of their Scriptures.
  when was the bible written: The End of the World as You Know It Matthew L. Halsted,
2024-02-07 Thinking about the end times isn't supposed to terrify you Christians rightly turn to the
Bible to make sense of our times. But so often we get the wrong answers because we ask the wrong
questions. In The End of the World as You Know It, Matthew L. Halsted challenges common
end-times assumptions and points us back to Scripture. Each chapter reevaluates a popular question
in light of the Bible's own concerns: Will Christians be raptured? What is the mark of the beast?
When we let Scripture direct our questions, we get better—and more hopeful—answers. The Bible
was written for us, but not to us. We must bridge the gap between Scripture's ancient context and
our own. Reading end-times texts in their ancient context helps us understand our present and
future. And when we do, we find that God's word brings peace, not fear and confusion.
  when was the bible written: Our Book Ken Chapman, 2012-10-22 Sometimes the truths of the
Bible can be obscured by the vast amount of information that the Bible contains. Our Book, with its
brief summaries of all sixty-six books of the Bible and other essential reference material, sheds light
on the context of God’s love and concern for His people. Our Book is sure to become a favorite
resource for biblical study.
  when was the bible written: Beyond Civilization Harry Redner, 2013-01-31 For Harry
Redner, the phrase “beyond civilization” refers to the new and unprecedented condition the world is
now entering—specifically, the condition commonly known as globalization. Redner approaches
globalization from the perspective of history and seeks to interpret it in relation to previous key
stages of human development. His account begins with the Axial Age (700–300 BC) and proceeds
through Modernity (after AD 1500) to the present global condition. What is globalization doing to
civilization? In answering this question, Redner studies the role played by capitalism, the state,
science and technology. He aims to show that they have had a catalytic impact on civilization
through their reductive effect on society, culture, and individualism. However, Redner is not content
to diagnose the ills of civilization; he also suggests how they might be ameliorated by cultural
conservation. Above all, it is to the problem of decline in the higher forms of literacy that he
addresses himself, for it is on the culture of the book that previous civilizations were founded. This
study will be of interest to sociologists, historians, and social and political theorists. Its style makes
it accessible also to general readers, interested in civilization past, present, and future.
  when was the bible written: Revelations of a Simple Soul M. Madeleine Turgeon Fiorino,
2007-07-27 A few years ago, as I was praying and meditating, I had a vision. It was a traumatic and
terrifying experience for me. In the vision, I was told that God wanted me to write this book. When
the contents were revealed to me, it was extremely upsetting and shocking, because most of what I
was told was absolutely contrary to all I had ever believed about religion and my faith. The more I
tried to put it out of my mind, the more I had a constant gnawing feeling that I was turning my back
on God by not obeying what I had been asked to do. Some time later, the identical vision came to me
except that this time, I saw the hand of God over Churches, Mosques, Temples, etc. all of a sudden
Gods hand descended and everything crumbled and was destroyed. For the first time, I saw the



future of religions and I knew I would have to write what had been revealed to me. It is my hope and
prayer that my book will be a bridge and a source of strength and enlightenment for many on their
spiritual journey. My revelations are intertwined with American Indian spirituality. I wish to
emphasize that this is my truth, as it was revealed to me.
  when was the bible written: The Written Word Our Hope. A Sermon [on Rom. Xv. 4]
Preached ... at the Parish Church of St. Bartholomew by the Exchange, in which Miles
Coverdale, D.D., was Buried. With an Appendix, Containing a Sketch of His Life. [With a
Portrait of Coverdale.] Charles MARSHALL (M.A., Incumbent of Coalbrookdale, Salop.), 1835
  when was the bible written: When My Ox Gores My Neighbor Josiah Nichols, 2017-04-11
  when was the bible written: The New Jerusalem Magazine , 1848 Includes Journal of the
Massachusetts Association of the New-Jerusalem Church, 94th to 127th Meeting, 1877-93.
  when was the bible written: Engaging the Written Word of God James Innell Packer, 2012 In
this collection of articles written over forty years, Packer sets out his beliefs about the authority of
Scripture and the principles that should be applied when interpreting it. Important topics such as
the adequacy of human language, upholding the unity of Scripture, and challenges in Biblical
interpretation are considered in the first two sections: Gods Inerrant Word and Interpreting the
Word. In the final section, Preaching the Word, Packer turns his attention to pastoral leaders and the
importance of correct and responsible expository preaching.
  when was the bible written: What Did the Biblical Writers Know and When Did They
Know It? William G. Dever, 2001-05-10 For centuries the Hebrew Bible has been the fountainhead
of the Judeo-Christian tradition. Today, however, the entire biblical tradition, including its historical
veracity, is being challenged. Leading this assault is a group of scholars described as the minimalist
or revisionist school of biblical studies, which charges that the Hebrew Bible is largely pious fiction,
that its writers and editors invented ancient Israel as a piece of late Jewish propaganda in the
Hellenistic era. In this fascinating book noted Syro-Palestinian archaeologist William G. Dever
attacks the minimalist position head-on, showing how modern archaeology brilliantly illuminates
both life in ancient Palestine and the sacred scriptures as we have them today. Assembling a wealth
of archaeological evidence, Dever builds the clearest, most complete picture yet of the real Israel
that existed during the Iron Age of ancient Palestine (1200 600 B.C.). Dever's exceptional
reconstruction of this key period points up the minimalists' abuse of archaeology and reveals the
weakness of their revisionist histories. Dever shows that ancient Israel, far from being an invention,
is a reality to be discovered. Equally important, his recovery of a reliable core history of ancient
Israel provides a firm foundation from which to appreciate the aesthetic value and lofty moral
aspirations of the Hebrew Bible.
  when was the bible written: Congressional Record United States. Congress, 1964 The
Congressional Record is the official record of the proceedings and debates of the United States
Congress. It is published daily when Congress is in session. The Congressional Record began
publication in 1873. Debates for sessions prior to 1873 are recorded in The Debates and Proceedings
in the Congress of the United States (1789-1824), the Register of Debates in Congress (1824-1837),
and the Congressional Globe (1833-1873)
  when was the bible written: The Codex Amiatinus and its “Sister” Bibles: Scripture, Liturgy,
and Art in the Milieu of the Venerable Bede Celia Chazelle, 2019-03-27 The Codex Amiatinus and its
“Sister” Bibles examines the full Bibles (Bibles containing every scriptural text that producers
deemed canonical) made at the northern English monastery of Wearmouth–Jarrow under Abbot
Ceolfrith (d. 716) and the Venerable Bede (d. 735), and the religious, cultural, and intellectual
circumstances of their production. The key manuscript witness of this monastery’s Bible-making
enterprise is the Codex Amiatinus, a massive illustrated volume sent toward Rome in June 716, as a
gift to St. Peter. Amiatinus is the oldest extant, largely intact Latin full Bible. Its survival is the
critical reason that Ceolfrith’s Wearmouth–Jarrow has long been recognized as a pivotal center in
the evolution of the design, structure, and contents of medieval biblical codices. See inside the book.
  when was the bible written: God's Mystery That Is Christ Seok Lyun Chang Soppe, 2014-04 At



some point during our religious maturation, we have to ask ourselves how much do we really know
God? What phase is our faith in? And are we spiritually dead or alive? This book was written for
those on a quest to make a connection with God. The purpose of this book is to support the readers'
relationship with Christ. It is meant to be read along with The Holy Bible and not in place. The
objective is to stir our preconceptions about biblical truths so that we may be able to discern God's
intent with the Spirit of Truth. When people ready the Bible receptively they will find that it gives a
feeling of transcendence. This book is a great guide for the spiritually thirty. It is a must read for all
those seeking the Truth. The deep intentions, within God's Word, are revealed to those who eagerly
search for it. - Rev. B. So Jin Church of True Life
  when was the bible written: The Written Word; Or The Contents and Interpretation of Holy
Scripture Briefly Considered Samuel Gosnell Green, 1871
  when was the bible written: When were our Gospels Written? The answer of the National
Secular Society to the Religious Tract Society. By C. Bradlaugh Charles BRADLAUGH, 1867
  when was the bible written: Bibliography of the Algonquian Languages James
Constantine Pilling, 1891 List of works in or on Algonquian dialects, including Montagnais and Cree.
Has chronological index.
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