
warfare and political change

warfare and political change are intrinsically linked phenomena that have shaped the course of
history across civilizations. The dynamics of armed conflict often serve as catalysts for significant
political transformations, affecting governance structures, power balances, and societal norms.
Throughout history, wars have precipitated shifts in political authority, the rise and fall of regimes,
and the redefinition of national boundaries. This article explores the multifaceted relationship
between warfare and political change, analyzing how military conflicts influence political institutions
and ideologies. It examines historical examples, mechanisms of change, and the broader implications
for state development and international relations. The discussion will also highlight the role of
revolutionary warfare, civil wars, and international conflicts in altering political landscapes.
Understanding this connection provides valuable insights into the processes of state-building,
democratization, and authoritarian persistence. The article is organized into several key sections to
provide a comprehensive overview of this complex topic.

The Historical Impact of Warfare on Political Change

Mechanisms Through Which Warfare Influences Political Structures

Types of Warfare and Their Political Consequences

Case Studies: Warfare-Induced Political Transformations

The Role of Warfare in Modern Political Dynamics

The Historical Impact of Warfare on Political Change
Warfare has been a fundamental driver of political change throughout human history. From ancient
times to the modern era, military conflicts have often resulted in the reconfiguration of political
power, the emergence of new states, and the dissolution of empires. The outcomes of wars
frequently determine the fate of rulers and political institutions, influencing the trajectory of
governance and societal organization. Historically, warfare has not only altered territorial
boundaries but also reshaped political ideologies and systems of rule. Understanding the historical
impact of warfare on political change is essential to grasp how societies evolve in response to
conflict.

Ancient and Medieval Warfare
In ancient and medieval periods, warfare often centered around territorial conquest and the
expansion of empires. Victorious military campaigns enabled rulers to consolidate power and
establish centralized states. Political change induced by warfare included the imposition of new legal
codes, administrative reforms, and dynastic shifts. For example, the conquests of Alexander the
Great spread Hellenistic culture and political models across vast regions, while medieval wars such
as the Hundred Years’ War affected the balance of power between emerging nation-states in Europe.



Warfare and State Formation
The process of state formation has been closely linked to warfare. Military conflict necessitated the
development of more organized political structures capable of raising armies, collecting taxes, and
administering territories. The “warfare state” concept highlights how the demands of sustained
conflict can accelerate centralization and bureaucratic expansion. The rise of modern nation-states
in Europe during the early modern period exemplifies this pattern, where continuous warfare drove
political innovations and institutional stability.

Mechanisms Through Which Warfare Influences
Political Structures
The relationship between warfare and political change operates through several mechanisms. These
mechanisms explain how military conflicts translate into shifts in political power, policy, and
institutional frameworks. Analyzing these processes reveals the complexity of warfare’s impact on
political systems and the multiple pathways through which change can occur.

Destruction and Reconstruction
One direct mechanism is the destruction caused by warfare, which often undermines existing
political orders and necessitates reconstruction. The devastation of infrastructure, economic
resources, and social cohesion can delegitimize ruling authorities and create opportunities for new
political actors to emerge. Reconstruction efforts following conflict may involve constitutional
reforms, changes in leadership, and redefinition of state-society relations.

Legitimacy and Authority Shifts
Warfare can alter perceptions of legitimacy and authority. Governments that successfully manage
war efforts may gain increased legitimacy, while failures can lead to political crises and regime
change. Military victories often enhance the ruling power’s claim to authority, while defeats may
trigger revolts, coups, or negotiated settlements that alter political configurations. The role of
military leaders in political transitions is also significant, as they may assume control or influence
governance directly.

Mobilization and Political Participation
Conflict necessitates mass mobilization, which can transform political participation and social
dynamics. Wartime conscription and involvement in military efforts may empower previously
marginalized groups, fostering demands for political inclusion and rights. The expansion of political
participation post-conflict is a common outcome, as seen in the democratizing effects of certain
revolutionary wars. Conversely, warfare may also lead to increased authoritarian control as
governments seek to maintain order during crises.



Types of Warfare and Their Political Consequences
Different forms of warfare produce varied political outcomes. Understanding the distinctions among
conventional wars, civil wars, revolutionary conflicts, and guerrilla warfare is crucial for analyzing
their respective impacts on political change. Each type of conflict interacts differently with political
institutions and social structures.

Conventional Warfare
Conventional warfare involves organized state armies engaging in direct combat, often over
territorial disputes or geopolitical ambitions. These conflicts typically result in changes to national
borders, shifts in international power balances, and reconfigurations of alliances. Political change
following conventional wars may include regime changes, peace treaties, and the establishment of
new international norms.

Civil Wars and Internal Conflicts
Civil wars are conflicts between factions within a state, frequently driven by ethnic, ideological, or
political divisions. The political consequences of civil wars can be profound, including state
fragmentation, the emergence of new political entities, or changes in governance models. Civil
conflicts often lead to protracted instability but can also pave the way for significant reforms and
democratization processes.

Revolutionary Warfare
Revolutionary warfare aims at overthrowing existing political orders and replacing them with new
systems. These conflicts are characterized by ideological motivations and mass participation. The
political changes resulting from revolutionary wars tend to be radical, involving the establishment of
new constitutions, redistribution of power, and transformation of social hierarchies. Examples
include the American Revolution and the Russian Revolution.

Guerrilla Warfare and Insurgencies
Guerrilla warfare involves irregular combat tactics and often occurs in asymmetrical conflicts where
non-state actors challenge established governments. The political impact includes weakening state
control, forcing political concessions, and sometimes resulting in negotiated settlements or power-
sharing arrangements. Guerrilla conflicts may lead to long-term political instability or gradual
political change through incremental reforms.

Case Studies: Warfare-Induced Political
Transformations
Historical case studies illustrate the diverse ways warfare has spurred political change. These



examples demonstrate the complex interplay between military conflict and political outcomes,
providing concrete insights into the mechanisms discussed previously.

The Thirty Years’ War and the Westphalian System
The Thirty Years’ War (1618–1648) profoundly altered the political landscape of Europe. Its
conclusion with the Peace of Westphalia established principles of state sovereignty and non-
intervention, laying the foundations for the modern international system. The war's devastation also
led to significant shifts in political power among European states and contributed to the decline of
the Holy Roman Empire.

The American Civil War and Political Reconstruction
The American Civil War (1861–1865) resulted in the preservation of the United States and the
abolition of slavery. The political changes included the expansion of federal authority, the
transformation of civil rights, and the initiation of Reconstruction policies aimed at reintegrating
Southern states. The war redefined the nation’s political order and set precedents for federal-state
relations.

World War II and the Rise of the United Nations
World War II was a global conflict that reshaped international politics. The war’s end saw the
establishment of the United Nations, intended to promote peace and prevent future conflicts.
Political change included the emergence of the United States and the Soviet Union as superpowers
and the beginning of decolonization movements worldwide. The war also accelerated technological
and social changes affecting governance.

The Role of Warfare in Modern Political Dynamics
In the contemporary era, warfare continues to influence political change but within a more complex
global context. The nature of conflict has evolved, and the political consequences of warfare interact
with globalization, international law, and transnational institutions.

Asymmetric Conflicts and Political Stability
Modern warfare often involves asymmetric conflicts, where state actors face non-state insurgents or
terrorist groups. These conflicts challenge traditional notions of sovereignty and political control.
The political outcomes can include fragile states, prolonged instability, and shifts toward hybrid
governance models combining military, political, and social strategies.

Warfare and Democratization
While warfare can disrupt political systems, it can also catalyze democratization. Post-conflict



periods sometimes provide openings for political liberalization, institutional reform, and increased
civic participation. However, the transition is contingent on multiple factors including external
support, political leadership, and social cohesion.

International Intervention and Political Change
International interventions in warfare, whether military or diplomatic, increasingly shape political
outcomes. Peacekeeping missions, sanctions, and diplomatic negotiations often accompany or follow
conflicts, influencing political transitions and state reconstruction. The role of international
organizations and coalitions is critical in mediating warfare’s impact on political change.

Warfare as a catalyst for political transformation1.

State formation driven by military conflict2.

Legitimacy shifts resulting from war outcomes3.

Varied political consequences of different warfare types4.

Historical and contemporary examples illustrating warfare’s political impact5.

Frequently Asked Questions

How has modern warfare influenced political change in the
21st century?
Modern warfare, including cyber warfare and drone strikes, has significantly influenced political
change by altering power dynamics, enabling asymmetric conflicts, and prompting international
policy reforms focused on security and sovereignty.

What role do revolutions play in political change related to
warfare?
Revolutions often arise from warfare or armed conflict and act as catalysts for political change by
overthrowing existing regimes and establishing new political orders based on popular demands and
ideological shifts.

How does guerrilla warfare impact political stability in
affected regions?
Guerrilla warfare destabilizes political systems by challenging conventional military forces,
undermining government control, and often leading to prolonged conflicts that force political
concessions or regime changes.



In what ways has the use of propaganda during wartime
affected political change?
Propaganda during wartime shapes public opinion, mobilizes support for political agendas,
demonizes opponents, and can lead to shifts in political power by influencing election outcomes and
policy decisions.

How do international alliances formed during warfare
contribute to political change?
International alliances forged during warfare can realign global power structures, lead to the
creation of new political institutions, and influence domestic politics by shaping national security
policies and foreign relations.

What is the relationship between technological advancements
in warfare and political transformation?
Technological advancements in warfare, such as nuclear weapons or cyber capabilities, can trigger
political transformation by altering deterrence strategies, prompting new international treaties, and
reshaping national defense priorities.

Can warfare lead to democratization or does it usually result
in authoritarianism?
Warfare can lead to both democratization and authoritarianism; outcomes depend on factors like the
nature of the conflict, leadership, and post-war reconstruction, with some wars fostering democratic
reforms and others entrenching authoritarian regimes.

How has asymmetric warfare challenged traditional political
power structures?
Asymmetric warfare, where smaller forces use unconventional tactics against larger powers,
challenges traditional political power structures by exposing vulnerabilities, empowering non-state
actors, and forcing governments to adapt politically and militarily.

Additional Resources
1. The Art of War by Sun Tzu
This ancient Chinese military treatise offers timeless strategies and philosophies for warfare and
leadership. It emphasizes the importance of intelligence, adaptability, and psychological warfare.
Beyond the battlefield, its principles have been applied to political strategy and business
management.

2. On War by Carl von Clausewitz
A foundational text in military theory, this book explores the complex nature of war and its
relationship to politics. Clausewitz famously described war as “the continuation of politics by other



means.” The work delves deeply into strategy, morale, and the unpredictable dynamics of conflict.

3. The Prince by Niccolò Machiavelli
Though not exclusively about warfare, this political treatise examines power, leadership, and
statecraft during turbulent times. Machiavelli discusses the use of military force to maintain and
expand political control. The book is a seminal work on realpolitik and the often harsh realities of
political change.

4. Guns, Germs, and Steel by Jared Diamond
This book analyzes how environmental and geographical factors influenced the development of
societies and their capacity for conquest. Diamond explains the role of technology, disease, and
political organization in shaping global power dynamics. It provides a broad perspective on the
causes of warfare and political dominance.

5. The Clash of Civilizations and the Remaking of World Order by Samuel P. Huntington
Huntington argues that future conflicts will be driven by cultural and religious identities rather than
ideological or economic differences. The book examines how these civilizational clashes influence
global politics and warfare. It offers insights into the challenges of political change in a multipolar
world.

6. War and Peace by Leo Tolstoy
This epic novel intertwines the lives of Russian aristocrats with the Napoleonic Wars, exploring the
impact of warfare on society and individuals. Tolstoy reflects on history, fate, and the forces that
drive political and social change. The book provides a profound philosophical meditation on war’s
role in shaping human destiny.

7. The Origins of Political Order by Francis Fukuyama
Fukuyama traces the development of political institutions from prehuman times to the French
Revolution. The book highlights how warfare and conflict have often been catalysts for political
centralization and state-building. It offers a comprehensive analysis of the evolution of political
order and governance.

8. Manufacturing Consent: The Political Economy of the Mass Media by Edward S. Herman and
Noam Chomsky
This work explores how media serves as a tool for political control and the shaping of public opinion
during times of conflict. Herman and Chomsky argue that warfare and political change are often
managed through the manipulation of information. The book is essential for understanding the role
of propaganda in modern political struggles.

9. Invisible Armies: An Epic History of Guerrilla Warfare from Ancient Times to the Present by Max
Boot
Boot provides a comprehensive history of guerrilla warfare and its impact on political change
throughout history. The book examines how irregular warfare tactics have challenged traditional
military powers. It underscores the significance of asymmetrical conflicts in shaping global political
landscapes.
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  warfare and political change: The Military Revolution and Political Change Brian Downing,
2020-12-08 To examine the long-run origins of democracy and dictatorship, Brian Downing focuses
on the importance of medieval political configurations and of military modernization in the early
modern period. He maintains that in late medieval times an array of constitutional arrangements
distinguished Western Europe from other parts of the world and predisposed it toward liberal
democracy. He then looks at how medieval constitutionalism was affected by the military revolution
of the early modern era--the shift from small, decentralized feudal levies to large standing armies.
Downing won the American Political Science Association's Gabriel Almond Award for the
dissertation on which this book was based.
  warfare and political change: War and Change in World Politics Robert Gilpin, 1981 rofessor
Gilpin uses history, sociology, and economic theory to identify the forces causing change in the
world order.
  warfare and political change: Peer Polity Interaction and Socio-political Change Colin
Renfrew, John F. Cherry, 1986-05-29 Thirteen leading archaeologists have contributed to this
innovative study of the socio-political processes - notably imitation, competition, warfare, and the
exchange of material goods and information - that can be observed within early complex societies,
particularly those just emerging into statehood. The common aim is to explain the remarkable formal
similarities that exist between institutions, ideologies and material remains in a variety of cultures
characterised by independent political centres yet to be brought under the control of a single,
unified jurisdiction. A major statement of the conceptual approach is followed by ten case studies
from a wide variety of times and places, including Minoan Crete, early historic Greece and Japan,
the classic Maya, the American Mid - west in the Hopewellian period, Europe in the Early Bronze
Age and Early Iron Age, and the British Isles in the late Neolithic.
  warfare and political change: Warfare and the Dynamics of Political Control Brian R. Billman,
2025-06-17 Warfare and the Dynamics of Political Control draws on a wealth of interdisciplinary
perspectives to explore how conflict shapes the establishment and maintenance of political
institutions, from small-scale societies to expansive empires. The book examines the material and
ideological factors that drive warfare, the organization of combatants, the ways leaders use violence
to consolidate power, and how groups resist political domination in times of conflict. By posing
critical questions about the efficacy of strategies and the varied outcomes of conflict-driven power
struggles, this volume offers profound insights into the dynamics of political control throughout
history. Bringing together case studies from diverse regions and time periods, Warfare and the
Dynamics of Political Controlilluminates the multifaceted nature of political violence. The volume
includes discussions of human sacrifice, slave-taking, ideological signaling, and military strategy and
tactics. The case studies reveal how different forms of political violence influence societal structures.
From the fortifications of the Māori in New Zealand to the city walls of early historic India, each
contribution provides a detailed analysis of how warfare has been used to both to challenge and to
establish political hierarchies. Featuring examples from small foraging communities to large empires
across various regions and time periods, the book offers a wide-ranging exploration of how different
groups have used and resisted political violence. This essential work contributes to our
understanding of the intersections between conflict and political power, making it a vital resource
for scholars of anthropology, archaeology, political science, and history.
  warfare and political change: The Changing Face of Warfare in the 21st Century Gregory
Simons, Iulian Chifu, 2017-07-20 This study discusses salient trends demonstrated by contemporary
warfare of these first years of the 21st century. The authors reinforce previous notions of Fourth
Generation Warfare, but most importantly explore the workings of new components and how these
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have modified the theory and practice of warfare beyond the basic divisions of conventional and
unconventional warfare as witnessed in the preceding century. Throughout history there has been a
close interaction between politics, communication and armed conflict and a main line of
investigation of this book is to track changes that are presumed to have occurred in the way and
manner in which armed conflicts are waged. Using cogent examples drawn variously from conflicts
of the Arab Spring, the Islamic State and Russian adventurism in South Ossetia, Crimea and Eastern
Ukraine, the authors demonstrate the application of Information Warfare, the practice of Hybrid
Warfare, and offensive use of diplomacy, communications, economics and international law to obtain
political and military advantages against the status quo states of the international community. The
authors combine a theoretical framework with concrete empirical examples in order to create a
better understanding and comprehension of the current events and processes that shape the
character of contemporary armed conflicts and how they are informed and perceived in a highly
mediatised and politicised world.
  warfare and political change: People Power and Political Change April Carter, 2013-03-01
This book examines the upsurge in mass popular protest against undemocratic regimes. Relating
early revolutions to recent global trends and protests, it examines the significance of ‘people power’
to democracy. Taking a comparative approach, this text analyses unarmed uprisings in Iran 1977-79,
Latin America and Asia in the 1980s, Africa from 1989-1992, 1989 in Eastern Europe and ex-Soviet
states after 2000, right up to the 2011 ‘Arab Spring’. The author assesses the influence on people
power of global politics and trends, such as the growth of international governmental organizations
and international law, citizen networks operating across borders, and emerging media (like Twitter
and Wikileaks). Although stressing the positive potential of people power, this text also examines
crucial problems of repression, examples of failure and potential political problems, disintegration of
empires and the role of power rivalries. Drawing from contemporary debates about democratization
and literatures on power, violence and nonviolence, from both academic sources and media
perspectives, this text builds an incisive analytical argument about the changing nature of power
itself. People Power and Political Change is a must read for students and scholars of democratic
theory, international politics and current affairs.
  warfare and political change: Warfare and Society Ton Otto, Henrik Thrane, Helle
Vandkilde, 2006-11-01 This book straddles the disciplines of archaeology and social anthropology.
Its 25 contributions (divided into 6 sections with separate introductions) successively scrutinise the
concept of war in philosophy, social theory and the history of anthropological and archaeological
research; discuss warfare in pre-state and state societies; and assess its relationship to rituals, social
identification and material culture.
  warfare and political change: The Changing Character of War Hew Strachan, Sibylle
Scheipers, 2011-05-12 The Changing Character of War unites scholars from the disciplines of
history, politics, law, and philosophy to ask in what ways the character of war today has changed
from war in the past, and how the wars of today differ from each other. It discusses who fights, why
they fight, and how they fight.
  warfare and political change: Party, Process, and Political Change in Congress, Volume 1
David W. Brady, Mathew D. McCubbins, 2002-08-20 In recent decades, political scientists have
produced an enormous body of scholarship dealing with the U.S. Congress, and in particular
congressional organization. However, most of this research has focused on Congress in the
twentieth century—especially the post-New Deal era—and the long history of Congress has been
largely neglected. The contributors to this book demonstrate that this inattention to congressional
history has denied us many rich opportunities to more fully understand the evolution and functioning
of the modern Congress. In striking contrast to the modern era, which is marked by only modest
partisan realignment and institutional change, the period preceding the New Deal was a time of
rapid and substantial change in Congress. During the nation’s first 150 years, parties emerged,
developed, and realigned; the standing rules of the House and Senate expanded and underwent
profound changes; the workload of Congress increased dramatically; and both houses grew



considerably in size. Studying history is valuable in large part because it allows scholars to observe
greater variation in many of the parameters of their theories, and to test their core assumptions. A
historical approach pushes scholars to recognize and confront the limits of their theories, resulting
in theories that have increased validity and broader applicability. Thus, incorporating history into
political science gives us a more dynamic view of Congress than the relatively static picture that
emerges from a strict focus on recent periods. Each contributor engages one of three general
questions that have animated the literature on congressional politics in recent years: What is the
role of party organizations in policy making? In what ways have congressional process and
procedure changed over the years? How does congressional process and procedure affect
congressional politics and policy?
  warfare and political change: Shocks and Political Change William R. Thompson, Thomas J.
Volgy, 2023-05-16 Political shocks have come to be considered highly salient for explaining major
changes to international politics and to the foreign policies of states. Such shocks can occur at all
levels of analysis: domestically, dyadically, regionally, or globally. They range from political
phenomena such as coups and wars to ecological catastrophes. These shocks are sufficiently
disruptive to cause foreign policy makers to reconsider their foreign policy orientations and to
contemplate major changes to their policies. In fact, some have argued that it is mostly through
political shocks that fundamental policy change occurs in most states. No wonder then that political
shocks are now increasingly part of the toolbox of considerations used by foreign policy and
international relations scholars as they focus on understanding patterns of conflict and cooperation
between states. Given the salience of political shocks to understand foreign policy change, this book
brings together a group of both senior and more junior scholars whose previous work has shown
substantial promise for moving forward theory and empirical analysis. Their combined efforts in this
book highlight the value of multiple theoretical and empirical approaches to a clearer understanding
of the nature of political shocks and their consequences for foreign policy and international politics.
  warfare and political change: State Private Life And Political Change Helen Corr, Lynn
Jamieson, 1990-05-22
  warfare and political change: Warfare and Welfare Herbert Obinger, Klaus Petersen, Peter
Starke, 2018-06-21 While the first half of the 20th century was characterized by total war, the
second half witnessed, at least in the Western world, a massive expansion of the modern welfare
state. A growing share of the population was covered by ever more generous systems of social
protection that dramatically reduced poverty and economic inequality in the post-war decades. With
it also came a growth in social spending, taxation and regulation that changed the nature of the
modern state and the functioning of market economies. Whether and in which ways warfare and the
rise of the welfare state are related, is subject of this volume. Distinguishing between three different
phases (war preparation, wartime mobilization, and the post-war period), the volume provides the
first systematic comparative analysis of the impact of war on welfare state development in the
western world. The chapters written by leading scholars in this field examine both short-term
responses to and long-term effects of war in fourteen belligerent, occupied, and neutral countries in
the age of mass warfare stretching over the period from ca. 1860 to 1960. The volume shows that
both world wars are essential for understanding several aspects of welfare state development in the
western world.
  warfare and political change: The Military Revolution and the Trajectory of Spain: War, State
and Society 1500-1700 I.A.A. Thompson, 2020-12-21 I.A.A.Thompson, Emeritus Fellow of the Royal
Historical Society, is the author of War and Government in Habsburg Spain, a seminal study of the
impact of war on the development of the state in Spain in the 16th and 17th centuries. In this
volume he reprints for an English readership ten essays examining the implications for government,
the financial system and Spain’s position in Europe of the fundamental changes in the art and
practice of war, both on land and at sea, that took place during this period. This “Military
Revolution” has been one of the most contentious debates among historians for the last fifty years,
but little attention has so far been paid to Spain itself, despite her predominance in Europe for much



of the period. These essays are designed to correct that omission, and to assist in a fuller
understanding both of the Military Revolution and of the strengths and weaknesses of the Spanish
state.
  warfare and political change: Stories, Identities, and Political Change Charles Tilly, 2002
An award-winning sociologist, Charles Tilly has been equally influential in explaining politics,
history, and how societies change. Tilly's newest book tackles fundamental questions about the
nature of personal, political, and national identities and their linkage to big events--revolutions,
social movements, democratization, and other processes of political and social change. Tilly focuses
in this book on the role of stories, as means of creating personal identity, but also as explanations,
true or false, of political tensions and realities. He uses well-known examples from around the
world--the Zapatista rebellion, Hindu-Muslim conflicts, and other examples in which nationalism and
other forms of group identity are politically pivotal. Tilly writes with the immediacy of a journalist,
but the profound insight of a great theorist.
  warfare and political change: The Encyclopedia of Political Revolutions Jack A. Goldstone,
2015-04-29 The Encyclopedia of Political Revolutions is an important reference work that describes
revolutionary events that have affected and often changed the course of history. Suitable for
students and interested lay readers yet authoritative enough for scholars, its 200 articles by leading
scholars from around the world provide quick answers to specific questions as well as in-depth
treatment of events and trends accompanying revolutions. Includes descriptions of specific
revolutions, important revolutionary figures, and major revolutionary themes such as communism
and socialism, ideology, and nationalism. Illustrative material consists of photographs, detailed
maps, and a timeline of revolutions.
  warfare and political change: War and Democracy Elizabeth Kier, 2021-08-15 Challenging the
conventional wisdom that mass mobilization warfare fosters democratic reform and expands
economic, social, and political rights, War and Democracy reexamines the effects of war on domestic
politics by focusing on how wartime states either negotiate with or coerce organized labor, policies
that profoundly affect labor's beliefs and aspirations. Because labor unions frequently play a central
role in advancing democracy and narrowing inequalities, their wartime interactions with the state
can have significant consequences for postwar politics. Comparing Britain and Italy during and after
World War I, Elizabeth Kier examines the different strategies each government used to mobilize
labor for war and finds that total war did little to promote political, civil, or social rights in either
country. Italian unions anticipated greater worker management and a land to the peasants program
as a result of their wartime service; British labor believed its wartime sacrifices would be repaid
with homes for heroes and the extension of social rights. But Italy's unjust and coercive policies
radicalized Italian workers (prompting a fascist backlash) and Britain's just and conciliatory policies
paradoxically undermined broader democratization in Britain. In critiquing the mainstream view that
total war advances democracy, War and Democracy reveals how politics during war transforms
societal actors who become crucial to postwar political settlements and the prospects for democratic
reform.
  warfare and political change: Routledge Handbook of Civil Wars Edward Newman, Karl
DeRouen, Jr., 2014-02-18 This comprehensive new Handbook explores the significance and nature of
armed intrastate conflict and civil war in the modern world. Civil wars and intrastate conflict
represent the principal form of organised violence since the end of World War II, and certainly in the
contemporary era. These conflicts have a huge impact and drive major political change within the
societies in which they occur, as well as on an international scale. The global importance of recent
intrastate and regional conflicts in Afghanistan, Pakistan, Iraq, Somalia, Nepal, Cote d'Ivoire, Syria
and Libya – amongst others – has served to refocus academic and policy interest upon civil war.
Drawing together contributions from key thinkers in the field who discuss the sources, causes,
duration, nature and recurrence of civil wars, as well as their political meaning and international
impact, the Handbook is organised into five key parts: Part I: Understanding and Explaining Civil
Wars: Theoretical and Methodological Debates Part II: The Causes of Civil Wars Part III: The Nature



and Impact of Civil Wars Part IV: International Dimensions Part V: Termination and Resolution of
Civil Wars Covering a wide range of topics including micro-level issues as well as broader debates,
Routledge Handbook of Civil Wars will set a benchmark for future research in the field. This volume
will be of much interest to students of civil wars and intrastate conflict, ethnic conflict, political
violence, peace and conflict studies, security studies and IR in general.
  warfare and political change: The triumviral period: civil war, political crisis and
socioeconomic transformations Pina Polo, Francisco, 2020-07-08 Nothing from the subsequent
Augustan age can be fully explained without understanding the previous Triumviral period (43-31
BC). In this book, twenty experts from nine different countries and nineteen universities examine the
Triumviral age not merely as a phase of transition to the Principate but as a proper period with its
own dynamics and issues, which were a consequence of the previous years. The volume aims to
address a series of underlying structural problems that emerged in that time, such as the legal
nature of power attributed to the Triumvirs; changes and continuity in Republican institutions, both
in Rome and the provinces of the Empire; the development of the very concept of civil war; the
strategies of political communication and propaganda in order to win over public opinion; economic
consequences for Rome and Italy, whether caused by the damage from constant wars or,
alternatively, resulting from the proscriptions and confiscations carried out by the Triumvirs; and
the transformation of Roman-Italian society. All these studies provide a complete, fresh and
innovative picture of a key period that signaled the end of the Roman Republic.
  warfare and political change: Judging State-Sponsored Violence, Imagining Political Change
Bronwyn Leebaw, 2011-04-18 How should state-sponsored atrocities be judged and remembered?
This controversial question animates contemporary debates on transitional justice and
reconciliation. This book reconsiders the legacies of two institutions that transformed the theory and
practice of transitional justice. Whereas the Nuremberg Trials exemplified the promise of legalism
and international criminal justice, South Africa's Truth and Reconciliation Commission promoted
restorative justice and truth commissions. Leebaw argues that the two frameworks share a common
problem: both rely on criminal justice strategies to investigate experiences of individual victims and
perpetrators, which undermines their critical role as responses to systematic atrocities. Drawing on
the work of influential transitional justice institutions and thinkers such as Judith Shklar, Hannah
Arendt, José Zalaquett and Desmond Tutu, Leebaw offers a new approach to thinking about the
critical role of transitional justice – one that emphasizes the importance of political judgment and
investigations that examine complicity in, and resistance to, systematic atrocities.
  warfare and political change: The Handbook on the Political Economy of War Christopher J.
Coyne, Rachel L. Mathers, 2011-01-01 The Handbook on the Political Economy of War highlights and
explores important research questions and discusses the core elements of the political economy of
war.
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