
us history textbook free online

us history textbook free online resources have become increasingly valuable for students, educators, and
history enthusiasts seeking comprehensive and accessible materials. The availability of these digital textbooks
allows for convenient study and reference without the constraints of physical copies or high costs. This
article explores a variety of options for obtaining a full us history textbook free online, highlighting
reputable sources, key features, and benefits of digital learning materials. Additionally, it examines how these
resources support academic success and foster a deeper understanding of American history. Whether for
classroom use or independent study, free online history textbooks provide an essential tool for engaging with
the rich narrative of the United States. The following sections will guide readers through the best platforms,
content quality, and supplementary learning aids available in the realm of us history textbooks free online.

Where to Find Us History Textbook Free Online

Features of Quality Us History Textbooks

Benefits of Using Free Digital History Textbooks

How to Effectively Use Free Us History Textbooks Online

Supplementary Resources for Us History Learning

Where to Find Us History Textbook Free Online

Accessing a us history textbook free online involves utilizing various reputable platforms that offer open
educational resources (OER) or public domain materials. Many educational institutions, government websites,
and nonprofit organizations provide full textbooks tailored to meet curriculum standards. These sources
ensure that learners obtain accurate, up-to-date content without financial barriers.

Open Educational Resources (OER) Platforms

OER platforms are dedicated to offering free and openly licensed educational materials, including comprehensive
us history textbooks. These platforms often collaborate with educators and historians to ensure content
quality and alignment with academic standards. Users can download textbooks in multiple formats such as
PDF, ePub, or access them directly online.

Government and Educational Institution Websites

Several U.S. government agencies and educational institutions host free history textbooks that cover the full
spectrum of American history. These resources frequently include supplementary materials such as lesson
plans, quizzes, and primary source documents to enhance learning. They are especially useful for teachers
seeking cost-effective classroom materials.

Digital Libraries and Archives

Digital libraries and archives offer access to historical textbooks and related documents. Many of these texts
are out of copyright and freely available for public use. These collections provide valuable insights into
historical perspectives and interpretations throughout different periods.



Features of Quality Us History Textbooks

Effective us history textbooks free online are characterized by several key features that contribute to a
robust educational experience. Quality materials present accurate historical facts, contextual analysis, and
engaging narratives that foster critical thinking.

Comprehensive Coverage of Historical Periods

A well-structured history textbook covers significant eras such as colonial America, the Revolutionary
War, the Civil War, Reconstruction, the World Wars, and contemporary history. This chronological
approach helps learners understand the evolution of the nation.

Inclusion of Primary Sources and Visual Aids

Textbooks that integrate primary source documents, maps, photographs, and charts enhance comprehension and
provide authentic historical evidence. These elements encourage students to analyze and interpret history
beyond the textbook narrative.

Clear Learning Objectives and Assessments

High-quality textbooks outline specific learning goals for each chapter or section and incorporate quizzes,
discussion questions, and essay prompts. These features support knowledge retention and critical engagement
with the material.

Benefits of Using Free Digital History Textbooks

Utilizing us history textbook free online offers numerous advantages that benefit both learners and educators.
Digital textbooks provide flexibility, cost savings, and opportunities for interactive learning.

Accessibility and Convenience

Free digital textbooks can be accessed anytime and anywhere with an internet connection, allowing students to
study at their own pace. This eliminates the need to carry heavy physical books and enables easy searching for
specific topics.

Cost-Effectiveness

Eliminating textbook purchase costs reduces financial barriers for students and educational institutions. Free
resources ensure equitable access to quality learning materials regardless of socioeconomic status.

Environmentally Friendly

Digital textbooks reduce paper consumption and waste, supporting sustainable educational practices. This
aspect aligns with growing environmental awareness and responsibility.



Interactive and Updatable Content

Many free online textbooks incorporate interactive elements such as videos, hyperlinks to additional resources,
and updated historical data. This dynamic content keeps learning relevant and engaging.

How to Effectively Use Free Us History Textbooks Online

Maximizing the benefits of a us history textbook free online requires strategic study habits and resource
management. Effective use enhances comprehension and academic performance.

Establishing a Study Schedule

Creating a consistent study routine helps learners systematically cover textbook content and avoid last-
minute cramming. Allocating time for review and note-taking improves information retention.

Utilizing Supplementary Materials

Many free textbooks come with additional resources such as practice quizzes, flashcards, and interactive
timelines. Leveraging these tools supports diverse learning styles and reinforces key concepts.

Engaging with Discussion and Critical Thinking

Active engagement through discussion forums, study groups, or writing assignments encourages deeper analysis
of historical themes and events. Critical thinking skills are essential for understanding complex historical
issues.

Taking Advantage of Search and Annotation Features

Digital formats often include search functions and annotation capabilities. These features allow users to
quickly locate information and highlight important passages for later review.

Supplementary Resources for Us History Learning

Beyond textbooks, various supplementary resources complement and enrich the study of U.S. history. These
materials provide broader perspectives and interactive learning opportunities.

Primary Source Collections

Access to original documents such as speeches, letters, and government records offers firsthand historical
evidence. Analyzing these sources develops critical evaluation skills and historical empathy.

Educational Videos and Documentaries

Visual media can illustrate historical events vividly, making complex topics more understandable. Many
educational platforms offer free documentaries that align with textbook content.



Interactive Timelines and Maps

Dynamic timelines and geographic tools help contextualize historical events spatially and temporally. These
resources assist learners in visualizing historical progressions and geographic relationships.

Online History Forums and Discussion Groups

Participating in online communities fosters collaborative learning and exposes students to diverse
interpretations of U.S. history. These forums encourage dialogue and knowledge exchange among peers and
experts.

Open Educational Resource Platforms

Government and Institutional Websites

Digital Libraries and Archives

Primary Source Collections

Educational Videos and Documentaries

Interactive Timelines and Maps

Online History Forums

Frequently Asked Questions

Where can I find a free US history textbook online?

You can find free US history textbooks online on websites like OpenStax, Project Gutenberg, and the Internet
Archive.

Are there any reliable open-source US history textbooks available for free?

Yes, OpenStax offers a reliable, peer-reviewed US history textbook available for free download in various
formats.

Can I legally download a US history textbook for free online?

Yes, if the textbook is offered under a Creative Commons license or is in the public domain, such as those
available through OpenStax or government educational resources.

What are some good websites to access free US history educational
materials and textbooks?

Good websites include OpenStax, Khan Academy, the Library of Congress, and the National Archives, which
provide free textbooks and supplementary US history materials.



Is the content in free online US history textbooks up-to-date and accurate?

Many free online textbooks from reputable sources like OpenStax are regularly updated and reviewed by
experts to ensure accuracy and relevance.

Can I use free online US history textbooks for classroom teaching?

Yes, most free online US history textbooks are licensed for educational use, allowing teachers to use and
distribute them in their classrooms.

Additional Resources
1. American History: Connecting with the Past
This comprehensive textbook offers an in-depth look at U.S. history from pre-Columbian times to the present. It
balances political, social, and cultural history to provide a well-rounded understanding of America’s
development. The text is known for its engaging narrative and inclusion of primary sources to enhance learning.
Available for free online, it is ideal for high school and college students.

2. United States History
Produced by OpenStax, this freely accessible textbook covers key events and themes in U.S. history, from
colonial times through the 21st century. It is well-structured with clear explanations, timelines, and review
questions at the end of each chapter. This resource is widely used in educational settings and is updated
regularly to reflect new scholarship.

3. American Yawp
American Yawp is a collaboratively built, open-source U.S. history textbook designed for college courses. It
provides a narrative history with an emphasis on critical thinking and analysis. The book is accessible online for
free and includes multimedia resources, making it a dynamic tool for students and educators alike.

4. U.S. History
This textbook from the National Humanities Center offers a free online version that emphasizes historical
thinking skills alongside factual content. It covers major periods in American history with a focus on
understanding cause and effect, continuity, and change. The book integrates documents and images to help
students engage with history actively.

5. The American Journey
Available in free digital formats, The American Journey presents U.S. history through vivid storytelling and
detailed accounts of major events. It highlights the diverse experiences of Americans and explores themes of
democracy, identity, and innovation. The textbook supports learners with summaries, review questions, and
maps.

6. History of the United States
Hosted by various educational platforms, this free textbook offers a broad overview of U.S. history with a
focus on political, economic, and social developments. It is designed to be accessible for high school students
and includes helpful chapter summaries and discussion questions. The text is supplemented with illustrations
and timelines.

7. Discovering American History
This open educational resource provides a narrative-driven approach to U.S. history, encouraging students to
explore the complexities of America’s past. It incorporates primary source documents and critical essays to
foster deeper understanding. The book is freely available online and suitable for advanced high school and
undergraduate courses.

8. Our American Story
Our American Story is an online textbook that offers a concise yet thorough examination of U.S. history from
colonial times to modern day. It includes interactive elements, such as quizzes and multimedia, to engage
students. The text emphasizes themes of freedom, equality, and citizenship throughout American history.



9. American History for Beginners
This free online textbook is tailored for younger students or those new to U.S. history, providing clear and
simple explanations of major events and figures. It uses illustrations and straightforward language to make
history accessible and interesting. The book is a great introductory resource for middle school learners.
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  us history textbook free online: United States History Mark C. Schug, National Council on
Economic Education, 1993 Supplementing secondary U.S. history textbooks, this blends historical
facts and economic reasoning through case studies, lectures and class discussion.
  us history textbook free online: The American Yawp Joseph L. Locke, Ben Wright, 2019-01-22
I too am not a bit tamed—I too am untranslatable / I sound my barbaric yawp over the roofs of the
world.—Walt Whitman, Song of Myself, Leaves of Grass The American Yawp is a free, online,
collaboratively built American history textbook. Over 300 historians joined together to create the
book they wanted for their own students—an accessible, synthetic narrative that reflects the best of
recent historical scholarship and provides a jumping-off point for discussions in the U.S. history
classroom and beyond. Long before Whitman and long after, Americans have sung something
collectively amid the deafening roar of their many individual voices. The Yawp highlights the
dynamism and conflict inherent in the history of the United States, while also looking for the
common threads that help us make sense of the past. Without losing sight of politics and power, The
American Yawp incorporates transnational perspectives, integrates diverse voices, recovers
narratives of resistance, and explores the complex process of cultural creation. It looks for America
in crowded slave cabins, bustling markets, congested tenements, and marbled halls. It navigates
between maternity wards, prisons, streets, bars, and boardrooms. The fully peer-reviewed edition of
The American Yawp will be available in two print volumes designed for the U.S. history survey.
Volume I begins with the indigenous people who called the Americas home before chronicling the
collision of Native Americans, Europeans, and Africans.The American Yawp traces the development
of colonial society in the context of the larger Atlantic World and investigates the origins and
ruptures of slavery, the American Revolution, and the new nation's development and rebirth through
the Civil War and Reconstruction. Rather than asserting a fixed narrative of American progress, The
American Yawp gives students a starting point for asking their own questions about how the past
informs the problems and opportunities that we confront today.
  us history textbook free online: America's History, Volume 1: To 1877 James A. Henretta,
Rebecca Edwards, Robert O. Self, 2011-01-05 America's History helps AP students: Grasp vital
themes: The seventh edition emphasizes political culture and political economy to help students
understand the ways in which society, culture, politics, and the economy inform one another.
Understand periodization: America's History's unique seven-part structure, which organizes history
into distinct eras, introduces students to periodization and helps them understand cause and effect,
identify historical continuities, and track change over time. Develop the skills they need to succeed:
America's History's hallmark analytical narrative and pedagogy help students synthesize what
they've learned and interpret history for themselves.--Back cover.
  us history textbook free online: The Man of the People Nathaniel C. Green, 2020-10-23
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Donald Trump’s election has forced the United States to reckon with not only the political power of
the presidency, but also how he and his supporters have used the office to advance their shared
vision of America: one that is avowedly nationalist, and unrepentantly rooted in nativism and white
supremacy. It might be easy to attribute this dark vision, and the presidency’s immense power to
reflect and reinforce it, to the singular character of one particular president—but to do so, this book
tells us, would be to ignore the critical role the American public played in making the president “the
man of the people” in the nation’s earliest decades. Beginning with the public debate over whether
to ratify the Constitution in 1787 and concluding with Andrew Jackson’s own contentious presidency,
Nathaniel C. Green traces the origins of our conception of the president as the ultimate American:
the exemplar of our collective national values, morals, and “character.” The public divisiveness over
the presidency in these earliest years, he contends, forged the office into an incomparable symbol of
an emerging American nationalism that cast white Americans as dissenters—lovers of liberty who
were willing to mobilize against tyranny in all its forms, from foreign governments to black
“enemies” and Indian “savages”—even as it fomented partisan division that belied the promise of
unity the presidency symbolized. With testimony from private letters, diaries, newspapers, and bills,
Green documents the shaping of the disturbingly nationalistic vision that has given the presidency
its symbolic power. This argument is about a different time than our own. And yet it shows how this
time, so often revered as a mythic “founding era” from which America has precipitously declined,
was in fact the birthplace of the president-centered nationalism that still defines the contours of
politics to this day. The lessons of The Man of the People contextualize the political turmoil
surrounding the presidency today. Never in modern US history have those lessons been more badly
needed.
  us history textbook free online: Digital Social Studies William B. Russell, 2013-12-01 The
world is ever changing and the way students experience social studies should reflect the
environment in which they live and learn. Digital Social Studies explores research, effective teaching
strategies, and technologies for social studies practice in the digital age. The digital age of education
is more prominent than ever and it is an appropriate time to examine the blending of the digital age
and the field of social studies. What is digital social studies? Why do we need it and what is its
purpose? What will social studies look like in the future? The contributing authors of this volume
seek to explain, through an array of ideas and visions, what digital social studies can/should look
like, while providing research and rationales for why digital social studies is needed and important.
This volume includes twenty-two scholarly chapters discussing relevant topics of importance to
digital social studies. The twenty-two chapters are divided into two sections. This stellar collection of
writings includes contributions from leading scholars like Cheryl Mason Bolick, Michael Berson,
Elizabeth Washington, Linda Bennett, and many more.
  us history textbook free online: America's History James A. Henretta, Rebecca Edwards,
Robert O. Self, 2011-01-05 America's History helps AP students: Grasp vital themes: The seventh
edition emphasizes political culture and political economy to help students understand the ways in
which society, culture, politics, and the economy inform one another. Understand periodization:
America's History's unique seven-part structure, which organizes history into distinct eras,
introduces students to periodization and helps them understand cause and effect, identify historical
continuities, and track change over time. Develop the skills they need to succeed: America's
History's hallmark analytical narrative and pedagogy help students synthesize what they've learned
and interpret history for themselves.--Back cover.
  us history textbook free online: America: A Concise History, Volume One: To 1877 James
A. Henretta, Rebecca Edwards, Robert O. Self, 2012-01-09 With fresh interpretations from two new
authors, wholly reconceived themes, and a wealth of cutting-edge scholarship, the Fifth Edition of
America: A Concise History is designed to work perfectly with the way you teach the survey today.
Building on the book’s hallmark strengths—balance, explanatory power, and a
brief-yet-comprehensive narrative—as well as its outstanding full-color visuals and built-in primary
sources, authors James Henretta, Rebecca Edwards, and Robert Self have shaped America into the



ideal brief book for the modern survey course, at a value that can’t be beat.
  us history textbook free online: America's History, Combined Volume James A. Henretta,
Rebecca Edwards, Robert O. Self, 2011-01-05 America's History helps AP students: Grasp vital
themes: The seventh edition emphasizes political culture and political economy to help students
understand the ways in which society, culture, politics, and the economy inform one another.
Understand periodization: America's History's unique seven-part structure, which organizes history
into distinct eras, introduces students to periodization and helps them understand cause and effect,
identify historical continuities, and track change over time. Develop the skills they need to succeed:
America's History's hallmark analytical narrative and pedagogy help students synthesize what
they've learned and interpret history for themselves.--Back cover.
  us history textbook free online: Zombie History Peter Charles Hoffer, 2020-01-02 Fake
history is not a harmless mistake of fact or interpretation. It is a mistake that conceals prejudice; a
mistake that discriminates against certain kinds of people; a mistake held despite a preponderance
of evidence; a mistake that harms us. Fake history is like the Zombies we see in mass media, for the
fake fact, like the fictional Zombie, lives by turning real events and people into monstrous
perversions of fact and interpretation. Its pervasiveness reveals that prejudice remains its chief
appeal to those who believe it. Its effect is insidious, because we cannot or will not destroy those
mischievous lies. Zombie history is almost impossible to kill. Some Zombie history was and is
political, a genre of what Hannah Arendt called “organizational lying” about the past. Its makers
designed the Zombie to create a basis in the false past for particular discriminatory policies. Other
history Zombies are cultural. They encapsulate and empower prejudice and stereotyping. Still other
popular history Zombies do not look disfigured, but like Zombies walk among us without our
realizing how devastating their impact can be. Zombie History argues that, whatever their purpose,
whatever the venue in which they appear, history Zombies undermine the very foundations of
disinterested study of the past.
  us history textbook free online: America James A. Henretta, Rebecca Edwards, Robert O.
Self, 2012-01-09 With fresh interpretations from two new authors, wholly reconceived themes, and a
wealth of cutting-edge scholarship, the Fifth Edition of America: A Concise History is designed to
work perfectly with the way you teach the survey today. Building on the book’s hallmark strengths —
balance, explanatory power, and a brief-yet-comprehensive narrative — as well as its outstanding
full-color visuals and built-in primary sources, authors James Henretta, Rebecca Edwards, and
Robert Self have shaped America into the ideal brief book for the modern survey course, at a value
that can’t be beat. Read the preface.
  us history textbook free online: Must-See Websites for Busy Teachers (Must-See Websites) ,
  us history textbook free online: America: A Concise History, Volume Two: Since 1865
James A. Henretta, Rebecca Edwards, Robert O. Self, 2012-01-09 With fresh interpretations from
two new authors, wholly reconceived themes, and a wealth of cutting-edge scholarship, the Fifth
Edition of America: A Concise History is designed to work perfectly with the way you teach the
survey today. Building on the book’s hallmark strengths—balance, explanatory power, and a
brief-yet-comprehensive narrative—as well as its outstanding full-color visuals and built-in primary
sources, authors James Henretta, Rebecca Edwards, and Robert Self have shaped America into the
ideal brief book for the modern survey course, at a value that can’t be beat.
  us history textbook free online: The American Promise, Volume I: To 1877 James L. Roark,
Michael P. Johnson, Patricia Cline Cohen, Sarah Stage, Susan M. Hartmann, 2012-01-09 The
American Promise if more teachable and memorable than any other U.S. survey text. The balanced
narrative braids together political and social history so that students can discern overarching trends
as well as individual stories. The voices of hundreds of Americans - from Presidents to pipe fitters,
and sharecroppers to suffragettes - animate the past and make concepts memorable. The past comes
alive for students through dynamic special features and a stunning and distinctive visual program.
Over 775 contemporaneous illustrations - more than any competing text - draw students into the
text, and more than 180 full - color maps increase students' geographic literacy. A rich array of



special features complements the narrative offering more points of departure for assignments and
discussion. Longstanding favorites include Documenting the American Promise, Historical
Questions, The Promise of Technology, and Beyond American's Boders, representing a key part of a
our effort to increase attention paid to the global context of American history.
  us history textbook free online: How We Got to Black Lives Matter William Napier,
2020-07-28 Revisionist history, vote buying politics, bad social policy, and the misguided actions of
leftist miscreants and institutions have over time coalesced within the United States to form a
unifying con in which blacks in particular, and more recently Hispanics and whites as well, are now
used as pawns by the political class to further its own nefarious pursuits. Learn how slavery, and the
supposed vestiges thereof, is used by leftists worldwide in a continuous assault on the United
States—a smear campaign that is as hollow as it is destructive. How We Got to Black Lives Matter
covers the early history of slavery around the world—from the early colonial period, the founding of
the U.S., the antebellum period, and the critical events that led to the Civil War. The chains of
slavery were finally broken with the passage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights
Act of 1965, but the benefits from this groundbreaking legislation never seemed to materialize.
Some of the later programs designed to improve the lives of the poor have instead helped lead to the
creation of inner-city hell holes in many of America's large urban centers. Over the years, certain
anti-poverty laws have had an opposite effect, with the destruction of the black family and the
emergence of inter-generational welfare dependency, runaway crime, and other maladies. Using the
cudgel of racism and discrimination to repel any constructive ideas for reform has promoted the
continuance of the dependent classes to ensure political favor at the voting booth. This book will
reveal how we got here—along with some ways to get out.
  us history textbook free online: The History Highway Dennis A. Trinkle, Dorothy Auchter,
Scott A. Merriman, Todd E. Larson, 2016-12-05 Save yourself and your students hours of research
time. Now extensively revised and expanded, The History Highway is widely recognized as the one
essential tool for students, teachers and researchers seeking a reliable guide to history sites on the
web. The History Highway offers the broadest, most current coverage of the astonishing amount of
historical information available on the Internet: provides detailed, easy-to-use, and up-to-date
information on more than 3000 web sites; covers U.S. and World history and all sub-fields; features
ten new chapters, with coverage of futurism, environmental history, immigration history, and
Mediterranean and Middle Eastern history; all sites have been thoroughly checked by specialists in
the relevant field of history; the best sites in each field are clearly identified; hard cover and
paperback editions include a CD of the entire contents with live links to sites; and e-book version
with live links to sites is in preparation.
  us history textbook free online: Educators Guide to Free Internet Resources Educators
Progress Service, 2007-05 To provide our customers with a better understanding of each title in our
database, we ask that you take the time to fill out all details that apply to each of your titles. Where
the information sheet asks for the annotation, we ask that you provide us with a brief synopsis of the
book. This information can be the same as what may appear on your back cover or an entirely
different summary if you so desire.
  us history textbook free online: Building Positive Peace Christina Campbell, Simon Cordery,
2023-02-16 This book coherently maps a path to sustainable global peace. Written by a team of
scholars from many disciplines, each contribution provides one way to shift us from our current way
of being and onto the path to peace. The work identifies a group of approaches relevant to the
contemporary world and the crises we face. It covers politics, the environment, food security,
architecture, and other areas of human activity. The authors see positive peace as a way to
encourage humans to actively create a peace-filled world. Their essays suggest how, together, we
can ensure that human flourishing is possible for all people. Peace activists, environmentalists, and
climate scientists will find this a fascinating and thought-provoking read.
  us history textbook free online: Intermediate Horizons Mark Vareschi, Heather Wacha,
2022-09-27 Foreword: Intermediate horizons / Matthew Kirschenbaum -- Section I. Approach --



Benjamin Franklin's postal work / Christy L. Pottroff -- Linking book history and the digital
humanities via museum studies / Jayme Yahr -- Section II. Access -- Material and digital traces in
patterns of nature: early modern botany books and seventeenth-century needlework / Mary Learner
-- Opening the book: the utopian dreams and uncertain future of open access textbook publishing /
Joseph L. Locke and Ben Wright -- Books of ours: what libraries can learn about social media from
books of hours / Alexandra Alvis -- Section III. Assessment -- Whose books are online? Diversity,
equity, and inclusion in online text collections / Catherine A. Winters and Clayton P. Michaud --
Electronic versioning and digital editions / Paul A. Broyles -- Materialisms and the cultural turn in
digital humanities / Mattie Burkert.
  us history textbook free online: Access to History: Civil Rights in the USA 1865–1992 for OCR
Second Edition Nicholas Fellows, Mike Wells, 2019-12-16 Exam board: OCR Level: AS/A-level
Subject: History First teaching: September 2015 First exams: Summer 2016 (AS); Summer 2017
(A-level) Put your trust in the textbook series that has given thousands of A-level History students
deeper knowledge and better grades for over 30 years. Updated to meet the demands of today's
A-level specifications, this new generation of Access to History titles includes accurate exam
guidance based on examiners' reports, free online activity worksheets and contextual information
that underpins students' understanding of the period. - Develop strong historical knowledge:
in-depth analysis of each topic is both authoritative and accessible - Build historical skills and
understanding: downloadable activity worksheets can be used independently by students or edited
by teachers for classwork and homework - Learn, remember and connect important events and
people: an introduction to the period, summary diagrams, timelines and links to additional online
resources support lessons, revision and coursework - Achieve exam success: practical advice
matched to the requirements of your A-level specification incorporates the lessons learnt from
previous exams - Engage with sources, interpretations and the latest historical research: students
will evaluate a rich collection of visual and written materials, plus key debates that examine the
views of different historians
  us history textbook free online: Make History Art Worrell, Paul Bambrick-Santoyo,
2023-05-09 Make History with Your Students From bestselling author Paul Bambrick-Santoyo and
Art Worrell, Uncommon Schools’ Director of History Instruction, comes Make History, an inspiring
book on how educators can take history instruction to the next level. History teachers face unique
challenges in introducing history lessons to students, and they are under increasing pressure to get
it “right” in an age of social progress and social divisiveness. This book is a guide to bring the past to
life while teaching students how to make sense of history. Use the ideas and techniques to turn your
history students into writers, readers, and thinkers who are ready not only to succeed in college, but
also to become leaders and change agents. By showing how to teach rigorous, engaging lessons that
center student thinking and voice, Make History turns history class into the most exciting part of a
student’s day. Reimagine history education to help students build their own unique arguments about
the past Ask tough questions to help students grapple with difficult historical periods Set the stage
for authentic discourse that students remember long past the bell Give students the tools to become
socially aware, build their own identity, and think and write like historians Teachers and
instructional coaches in grades 5-12 will love this new, insightful approach to history—one that
works for today’s classrooms.
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