
walk two moons book

walk two moons book is a celebrated novel written by Sharon Creech that has
captivated readers of various ages since its publication. This literary work
blends elements of mystery, adventure, and emotional depth, making it a
staple in middle-grade and young adult literature. The story revolves around
Salamanca Tree Hiddle, a young girl on a journey both literal and emotional,
as she seeks to understand her mother’s disappearance and her own identity.
The book’s themes of family, loss, friendship, and self-discovery have earned
it critical acclaim, including the prestigious Newbery Medal. This article
explores the plot, characters, themes, and impact of the walk two moons book,
providing a comprehensive overview for educators, students, and literature
enthusiasts. Additionally, the article will cover the book’s writing style,
symbolism, and its relevance in contemporary literature.
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Plot Summary of Walk Two Moons Book

The walk two moons book follows the journey of Salamanca Tree Hiddle, a young
girl who embarks on a road trip from Ohio to Idaho with her grandparents. As
Salamanca travels, she recounts the story of her friend Phoebe Winterbottom,
whose life is surrounded by mysterious events. The narrative is interwoven
with Salamanca’s personal reflections on her mother’s sudden departure and
the emotional struggles she faces. Throughout the journey, the novel reveals
the complexities of family relationships, grief, and healing. The plot
unfolds through a mix of present-day travel and flashbacks, creating a
layered and engaging storytelling experience.

Setting and Journey

The novel’s setting alternates between the small town of Bybanks, Kentucky,
and the vast landscapes encountered during the road trip to Idaho. This
geographic journey mirrors Salamanca’s internal voyage as she processes her
feelings and learns more about her family history. The change in setting
provides a vivid backdrop that enhances the novel’s themes of discovery and
transformation.



Key Plot Events

Major events in the walk two moons book include Salamanca’s departure from
her familiar life, her encounters with Phoebe’s peculiar family, and the
gradual unveiling of her mother’s story. These events build tension and
emotional resonance, culminating in a profound understanding of love and
loss.

Main Characters in Walk Two Moons Book

The walk two moons book features a compelling cast of characters whose
development is central to the narrative’s depth. Each character contributes
to the exploration of themes such as identity, resilience, and empathy.

Salamanca Tree Hiddle

Salamanca, the protagonist, is a thoughtful and introspective young girl who
narrates the story. Her journey is both physical and emotional, as she
grapples with her mother’s absence and her own growth. Her perspective offers
readers insight into the complexities of childhood and loss.

Phoebe Winterbottom

Phoebe is Salamanca’s eccentric and protective friend whose family life
presents its own mysteries. Phoebe’s actions and beliefs serve as a catalyst
for much of the novel’s plot, adding intrigue and humor.

Supporting Characters

The grandparents, Salamanca’s father, and other community members play
important roles in shaping the story’s emotional landscape. Their
interactions with Salamanca highlight themes of support, understanding, and
change.

Themes and Symbolism in Walk Two Moons Book

The walk two moons book explores several profound themes that resonate with
readers of all ages. Its symbolism enhances the narrative’s emotional depth
and invites reflection.

Family and Loss

One of the central themes is the impact of family relationships and the pain
of loss. Salamanca’s journey is driven by her desire to reconnect with her
mother and understand the reasons behind her departure. The novel sensitively
addresses coping with grief and the importance of familial bonds.



Identity and Self-Discovery

The story emphasizes the process of self-discovery as Salamanca learns more
about herself and the people around her. The title itself symbolizes the need
to understand others’ experiences before passing judgment.

Symbolism of the Moon

The moon, a recurring symbol, represents change, cycles, and the passage of
time. It reflects the characters’ emotional states and the transitions they
undergo throughout the novel.

Writing Style and Narrative Structure

The walk two moons book is distinguished by Sharon Creech’s clear and
evocative prose, which appeals to both young readers and adults. The
narrative employs a first-person perspective, allowing an intimate glimpse
into Salamanca’s thoughts and feelings.

Use of Flashbacks

The novel’s structure incorporates flashbacks that gradually reveal critical
backstory elements. This technique enhances suspense and emotional impact by
intertwining past and present events.

Language and Tone

Creech’s language is accessible yet poetic, balancing humor and poignancy.
The tone varies to reflect Salamanca’s evolving understanding, capturing the
nuances of childhood and maturity.

Critical Reception and Awards

The walk two moons book has received widespread critical acclaim and numerous
literary awards. Critics praise its emotional depth, character development,
and meaningful themes.

Newbery Medal

In 1995, the walk two moons book was awarded the Newbery Medal, one of the
most prestigious honors in children’s literature. This recognition reflects
its significant contribution to the field.

Other Honors

The novel has also been lauded with various state and national awards,
further cementing its status as a classic in young adult literature.



Educational Uses and Classroom Applications

The walk two moons book is widely used in educational settings due to its
rich thematic content and engaging storytelling. It serves as an excellent
resource for teaching literary analysis, empathy, and cultural awareness.

Discussion Topics

Teachers often use the novel to prompt discussions on topics such as grief,
family dynamics, and personal growth. It encourages students to explore
complex emotions and moral questions.

Assignments and Projects

Common classroom activities include:

Character analysis essays

Creative writing inspired by the novel

Exploration of symbolism and themes

Group discussions and presentations

Impact and Legacy of Walk Two Moons Book

The walk two moons book continues to influence readers and educators,
maintaining its relevance decades after publication. Its heartfelt portrayal
of universal experiences contributes to its enduring popularity.

Influence on Young Adult Literature

The novel has inspired subsequent works that address similar themes with
sensitivity and depth, helping to shape the young adult literary landscape.

Enduring Reader Connection

Many readers find personal meaning in Salamanca’s story, underscoring the
book’s ability to connect across generations and cultural backgrounds.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of the book 'Walk Two Moons'?

The main theme of 'Walk Two Moons' is the journey of self-discovery and
understanding others through empathy and the process of coping with loss.



Who is the author of 'Walk Two Moons' and what
inspired the story?

Sharon Creech is the author of 'Walk Two Moons'. The story was inspired by
her own experiences with loss and the importance of family and friendship.

What is the significance of the title 'Walk Two
Moons'?

The title 'Walk Two Moons' refers to the saying 'Don't judge a man until
you've walked two moons in his moccasins,' emphasizing the book's message
about empathy and understanding others' perspectives.

Who is the protagonist in 'Walk Two Moons' and what
is her journey?

The protagonist is Salamanca Tree Hiddle, a thirteen-year-old girl who
embarks on a road trip to find her mother, while also coming to terms with
her own feelings of grief and identity.

How does 'Walk Two Moons' address the topic of grief
and loss?

The book explores grief and loss through Salamanca's experiences and the
stories she shares, showing how different characters cope and heal over time.

Why is 'Walk Two Moons' often used in middle school
curricula?

'Walk Two Moons' is used in middle school because it tackles important themes
like family, identity, empathy, and loss in a way that is accessible and
relatable to young readers.

Additional Resources
1. Bridge to Terabithia
This novel by Katherine Paterson tells the story of Jess Aarons and Leslie
Burke, two friends who create a magical kingdom called Terabithia in the
woods. The book explores themes of friendship, imagination, and coping with
loss. Like "Walk Two Moons," it delicately handles the complexities of
childhood and grief.

2. Because of Winn-Dixie
Written by Kate DiCamillo, this book follows a young girl named Opal who
adopts a stray dog, Winn-Dixie. The story highlights themes of loneliness,
friendship, and healing, much like "Walk Two Moons." Opal's journey to
understand her family and community mirrors the emotional growth found in
Sharon Creech's novel.

3. Out of My Mind
This novel by Sharon M. Draper centers on Melody, a girl with cerebral palsy
who cannot speak but has a brilliant mind. The story explores overcoming
adversity, acceptance, and the power of communication. Readers who



appreciated the emotional depth in "Walk Two Moons" will find Melody’s
perspective equally compelling.

4. The Secret Life of Bees
By Sue Monk Kidd, this book follows Lily Owens, a young girl who runs away
with her caregiver to uncover the truth about her mother. Set in the South
during the 1960s, it explores themes of family, identity, and forgiveness,
echoing the emotional journeys found in "Walk Two Moons."

5. Flora & Ulysses
Kate DiCamillo’s story about Flora, a girl who befriends a superhero squirrel
named Ulysses, blends humor with heartfelt moments. The novel celebrates
imagination, resilience, and the unexpected ways we find connection, similar
to the blend of adventure and emotion in "Walk Two Moons."

6. Esperanza Rising
Pam Muñoz Ryan’s novel follows Esperanza, a young girl who moves from a
wealthy life in Mexico to working in California’s migrant camps during the
Great Depression. The book addresses themes of hardship, hope, and family
bonds, resonating with readers who enjoyed the coming-of-age elements in
"Walk Two Moons."

7. Tuck Everlasting
Natalie Babbitt’s classic novel tells the story of Winnie Foster, who meets
the Tuck family, who are immortal. It raises questions about life, death, and
the natural cycle, much like the reflective and philosophical tones found in
"Walk Two Moons."

8. Holes
Louis Sachar’s novel about Stanley Yelnats, who is sent to a juvenile
detention camp where he uncovers a mystery, combines humor, adventure, and
deeper themes of fate and justice. Like "Walk Two Moons," it features strong
character development and emotional storytelling.

9. Counting by 7s
Written by Holly Goldberg Sloan, this book follows Willow Chance, a highly
intelligent girl who struggles to find her place after a tragic loss. The
novel explores themes of grief, resilience, and the importance of found
family, paralleling many of the emotional threads in "Walk Two Moons."
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  walk two moons book: Walk Two Moons Sharon Creech, 1996-07-18 How about a story? Spin
us a yarn. Instantly, Phoebe Winterbottom came to mind. I could tell you an extensively strange
story, I warned. Oh, good! Gram said. Delicious! And that is how I happened to tell them about
Phoebe, her disappearing mother, and the lunatic. As Sal entertains her grandparents with Phoebe's
outrageous story, her own story begins to unfold--the story of a thirteen-year-old girl whose only
wish is to be reunited with her missing mother. In her own award-winning style, Sharon Creech
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intricately weaves together two tales, one funny, one bittersweet, to create a heartwarming,
compelling, and utterly moving story of love, loss, and the complexity of human emotion.
  walk two moons book: Walk Two Moons Sharon Creech, 2003-11 After her mother leaves
home suddenly, thirteen-year-old Sal and her grandparents take a car trip retracing her mother's
route. Along the way, Sal recounts the story of her friend Phoebe, whose mother also left.
  walk two moons book: Walk Two Moons Sharon Creech, 1996-09 On a long car trip from
Ohio to Idaho, 13-year-old Salamanca Tree Hiddle regales her grandparents with a story about her
friend Phoebe, who receives a message from a potential lunatic and must cope with the
disappearance of her mother. Beneath Phoebe's story is Sal's own--and her seach for her own
mother who left for Idaho one sunny morning and never returned. 1995 Newery Medal winner. ALA
Notable Children's Book of 1995. School Library Journal Best Books of the Year, 1994. 1995 Notable
Trade Books in the Language Arts.
  walk two moons book: Walk Two Moons Sharon Creech, 2007-02-26 The Marching Season
  walk two moons book: A Guide for Using Walk Two Moons in the Classroom Melissa Hart,
2003 Each book in this series is a guide for using a well-known piece of literature in the classroom.
Included are sample plans, author information, vocabulary-building ideas, and cross-curricular
activities. At the Intermediate and Challenging levels, sectional activities and quizzes, unit tests, and
ideas for culminating and extending the novel are also included.
  walk two moons book: Walk Two Moons - Literature Circle Guides Scholastic, Inc, Kathleen
Simpson, 2002-09 Everything you need for successful literature circles that get kids thinking,
talking, writing--and loving literature--Cover
  walk two moons book: Sharon Creech Alice B. McGinty, 2005-12-15 Sharon Creech did not
write her first novel for young adults until she was in her forties. Known for hersuperlative
storytelling skills and her journey-filled plots, she won the Newbery Medal for Walk Two Moons, and
a Newbery Honor for The Wanderer. Presented here is a thorough text-analysis, biographical
timeline, extensive source notes, a discussion of themes, language, and writing process, and an
original interview with the author. It's a must-read for fans of her award-winning works.
  walk two moons book: Walk Two Moons Sharon Creech, 1997 Provides teachers iwth a
framework of literatur-specific teaching tools to teach critical-thinking skills ; engage in students in
speaking, listening, reading and writing; motivate students to stretch their reading skills; and to
offer assessment opportunites in both informal and standardized test formats.
  walk two moons book: Walk Two Moons by Sharon Creech Phyllis Ann Green, 2000 On a long
car trip from Ohio to Idaho, 13-year-old Salamanca Tree Hiddle regales her grandparents with a
story about her friend Phoebe, who receives a message from a potential lunatic and must cope with
the disappearance of her mother. Beneath Phoebe's story is Sal's own--and her seach for her own
mother who left for Idaho one sunny morning and never returned. 1995 Newery Medal winner. ALA
Notable Children's Book of 1995. School Library Journal Best Books of the Year, 1994. 1995 Notable
Trade Books in the Language Arts. Copyright © Libri GmbH. All rights reserved.
  walk two moons book: Sharon Creech Pamela Sissi Carroll, 2007-08-30 Sharon Creech is a
best-selling author for young adult readers, and her books are enjoyed in both classroom settings
and for leisure reading for three important reasons: -She shows great respect for teens through
giving attention to the voices of teen protagonists, creating adventures in which teens grown socially
and emotionally as a result of a journey. She captures the language of her characters, including
dialects from the hollers of West Virginia and the mountains of Switzerland, and introduces
figurative language and vocabulary to enrich her readers' experience during and after their time
with her books. With humor and gentleness, she provides readers with a sense of hope. After an
introductory chapter and biographical sketch, there is one chapter per volume that examines the
characters, plot, setting, and themes in each work. This volume will be useful to young adults
wanting to delve deeper into the worlds of Creech's characters, or literature professionals studying
Creech's works.
  walk two moons book: Sharon Creech Wendy Mead, 2014-01-01 Sharon Creech is a writer of



children�s novels and was the first American winner of the Carnegie Medal for British children�s
books. When she was young, she wanted to be many things: a painter, ice skater, singer, teacher,
and reporter. As a storyteller, she could be all of them. This intriguing biography about this widely
notable author and illustrator, will discuss her childhood and early influences through interviews
with the author, family, and professional community.
  walk two moons book: The Common Core Grammar Toolkit Sean Ruday, 2013-08-16 The
Common Core’s language standards can seem overwhelming—students need to learn specific,
complex grammar rules at each grade level. The Common Core Grammar Toolkit to the rescue! This
comprehensive guide makes grammar instruction fun and meaningful. You will learn how to... Teach
the Common Core’s language standards for grades 3–5 by presenting each grammar rule as a useful
writing tool. Use mentor texts—excerpts from great literature—to help students understand
grammar in action. Promote metacognition along the way, so that students become responsible for
their own learning. Throughout the book, you'll find step-by-step recommendations for teaching each
of the grammar tools, plus classroom snapshots that show you the tools in action, and handy
templates that you can use in the classroom. Bonus! The book includes a free annotated
bibliography, which is offered as a Supplemental Download on our website. The bibliography lists
high-quality young adult literature and gives examples of key grammatical concepts found in each
work. It also provides the Common Core Language Standard associated with those concepts!
  walk two moons book: Sharon Creech Jill C. Wheeler, 2015-01-01 This biography introduces
readers to Newbery Medal and Carnegie Medal winning author Sharon Creech. Her books include
Absolutely Normal Chaos, Walk Two Moons, Ruby Holler, and Love That Dog. Readers will learn
about her childhood and college days in Ohio, her move to London, England, and how her life and
family influence her award-winning titles. Easy-to-read text and full-color photos highlight Creech's
childhood, education, and life as an author. Aligned to Common Core Standards and correlated to
state standards. Checkerboard Library is an imprint of Abdo Publishing, a division of ABDO.
  walk two moons book: Walk Two Moons Taffy Raphael, Small Planet Communications,
2004-01-01
  walk two moons book: Teaching with Favorite Newbery Books Lori Licciardo Musso, Lori
Licciardo-Musso, 1999 Contains engaging discussion questions, vocabulary builders, writing
prompts, and great literature response activities.
  walk two moons book: 35 Best Books for Teaching U.S. Regions Toni Buzzeo, Jane Kurtz, 2002
Take your students on a learning-packed trip across the U.S. with books they ll love! This resource
includes background information, activity ideas, reproducibles, and Internet connections to help you
use 35 great novels as springboards to social studies learning. A great way to get your kids to read
more deeplyand learn about the seven U.S. regions. For use with Grades 4-8.
  walk two moons book: Unsettling Narratives Clare Bradford, 2007 Children’s books seek to
assist children to understand themselves and their world. Unsettling Narratives: Postcolonial
Readings of Children’s Literature demonstrates how settler-society texts position child readers as
citizens of postcolonial nations, how they represent the colonial past to modern readers, what they
propose about race relations, and how they conceptualize systems of power and government. Clare
Bradford focuses on texts produced since 1980 in Canada, the United States, Australia, and New
Zealand and includes picture books, novels, and films by Indigenous and non-Indigenous publishers
and producers. From extensive readings, the author focuses on key works to produce a thorough
analysis rather than a survey. Unsettling Narratives opens up an area of scholarship and
discussion—the use of postcolonial theories—relatively new to the field of children’s literature and
demonstrates that many texts recycle the colonial discourses naturalized within mainstream
cultures.
  walk two moons book: Reading for Understanding Cynthia Greenleaf, Ruth Schoenbach,
Linda Friedrich, Lynn Murphy, Nika Hogan, 2023-04-11 Improve student outcomes in reading and
literacy with the latest edition of this bestselling text The newly revised Third Edition of Reading for
Understanding: How Reading Apprenticeship Improves Disciplinary Learning in Secondary and



College Classrooms is the latest iteration of the best-selling, landmark book in the field of adolescent
literacy. The book contains strategies for boosting the reading independence of middle, secondary,
and college students. Research conducted by NSF, IES, and OIIhas validated the model taught in
Reading for Understanding, demonstrating its effectiveness in raising students’ reading achievement
levels. The authors teach a clear and concise instructional framework for students at all learning
levels, from those with special learning needs to those taking honors and Advanced Placement
courses. The book also includes: A direct correlation to disciplinary literacy, making the book an
even more valuable resource in a wide range of classrooms Explanation of the social and personal
dimensions for building a foundation for engaged learning Discussions of the value of setting aside
dedicated class time for independent, silent reading With collaboration tips that go beyond the
classroom and advice on building a cognitive “reading toolbox,” Reading for Understanding is an
indispensable resource for teachers at the Grade 6 and up, literacy coaches, reading teachers,
community college instructors, and other school leaders.
  walk two moons book: Sharon Creech Tracey Baptiste, 2013-11
  walk two moons book: Teaching Empathy Suzanna E. Henshon, 2021-09-23 As classrooms
become more diverse, it is increasingly important that students learn how to empathize with others
who may come from very different backgrounds. Teaching Empathy:
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