
walk two moons themes

walk two moons themes are central to understanding the depth and complexity
of Sharon Creech’s acclaimed novel. This work explores a variety of
significant ideas and moral questions that resonate with readers of all ages.
From grief and loss to identity and family relationships, the themes in Walk
Two Moons provide valuable insights into human emotions and experiences. This
article delves into the major themes present in the novel, analyzing how they
contribute to the story’s impact and relevance. Additionally, the discussion
covers the narrative techniques used to emphasize these themes and how they
intertwine to create a rich literary tapestry. Readers will gain an
understanding of the novel’s thematic structure and its importance in
contemporary literature. The following sections outline the key themes
explored in Walk Two Moons and their implications for both characters and
readers.

Grief and Loss

Identity and Self-Discovery

Family and Relationships

Friendship and Trust

Journey and Healing

Nature and the Environment

Grief and Loss

The Impact of Loss on Characters

Grief and loss are among the most prominent walk two moons themes, shaping
the emotional landscape of the novel. The protagonist, Salamanca Tree Hiddle,
grapples with the death of her mother, which profoundly affects her worldview
and behavior. This theme is explored through Salamanca’s internal struggles
and her attempts to come to terms with the absence of a loved one. The
narrative presents grief as a multifaceted experience, encompassing sadness,
confusion, and eventual acceptance.

Portrayal of Coping Mechanisms

The novel also highlights various ways characters cope with loss, including
storytelling, reflection, and physical journeys. These coping mechanisms
serve as essential tools for processing grief and moving forward. Through
Salamanca’s journey and interactions, the story emphasizes the importance of
confronting grief rather than suppressing it, illustrating a realistic and
compassionate approach to loss.



Identity and Self-Discovery

Salamanca’s Journey to Understand Herself

Identity and self-discovery constitute critical walk two moons themes as
Salamanca embarks on a physical and emotional journey that mirrors her quest
for personal understanding. Throughout the novel, she confronts questions
about who she is, her family history, and her place in the world. This
process of self-exploration is essential to the character’s development and
the novel’s overall message.

The Role of Cultural Heritage

Creech incorporates elements of cultural heritage, particularly through
Salamanca’s Native American background, to enrich the theme of identity. The
protagonist’s connection to her roots informs her sense of self and
influences her reactions to the challenges she faces. This aspect of the
theme underscores the significance of cultural identity in personal growth.

Family and Relationships

Complex Family Dynamics

Family relationships are intricately examined within the novel, revealing
various dynamics that influence the characters’ lives. Walk two moons themes
related to family explore issues such as parental love, divorce, and the
bonds between siblings. These relationships are portrayed with nuance,
showing both their strengths and vulnerabilities.

The Influence of Parental Figures

The presence and absence of parental figures play a pivotal role in shaping
Salamanca’s experiences. The contrast between her mother’s nurturing
influence and her father’s more reserved demeanor highlights different
aspects of familial love and support. The novel explores how these
relationships affect Salamanca’s emotional resilience and worldview.

Friendship and Trust

Building Meaningful Connections

Friendship and trust emerge as vital walk two moons themes that contribute to
the narrative’s emotional depth. Salamanca’s interactions with her friend
Phoebe Winterbottom illustrate the complexities of forming and maintaining
trust. These relationships provide comfort and stability amidst the
uncertainty and turmoil experienced by the characters.



The Role of Empathy in Friendships

The novel emphasizes empathy as a cornerstone of strong friendships.
Characters learn to understand and support each other’s struggles, which
fosters mutual trust and personal growth. This theme reinforces the
importance of compassion in human connections and the healing power of
friendship.

Journey and Healing

The Road Trip as a Metaphor

The physical journey undertaken by Salamanca and her grandparents serves as a
metaphor for emotional healing and self-discovery. This motif is central to
walk two moons themes, symbolizing the process of confronting past traumas
and moving toward acceptance. The road trip allows Salamanca to piece
together her own story and come to terms with her mother’s death.

Healing Through Reflection and Storytelling

Throughout the journey, storytelling acts as a therapeutic device that helps
characters process their experiences. By sharing stories, Salamanca connects
with others and gains insight into her own pain. The theme of healing is
deeply intertwined with narrative, demonstrating how recounting personal
history can foster understanding and recovery.

Nature and the Environment

Symbolism of Natural Elements

Nature plays a significant role in walk two moons themes, often symbolizing
growth, change, and emotional states. The natural world reflects the
characters’ inner journeys, with elements like the moon and the landscape
serving as metaphors for transformation and continuity. This connection to
nature enriches the novel’s thematic complexity.

Respect for the Environment

The novel subtly promotes respect for the environment, illustrating how the
characters’ interactions with nature influence their perspectives. This theme
encourages readers to consider the importance of the natural world in shaping
human experience and identity. The reverence for nature reinforces the
novel’s broader messages about life and interconnectedness.



Key Themes Summary

Grief and Loss: The emotional impact of losing loved ones and coping
strategies.

Identity and Self-Discovery: Personal growth through understanding
cultural roots and self-awareness.

Family and Relationships: Complex dynamics and the influence of parental
figures.

Friendship and Trust: The role of empathy and support in forming
meaningful bonds.

Journey and Healing: The metaphor of travel as a path to emotional
recovery.

Nature and the Environment: Symbolism and respect for the natural world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes in 'Walk Two Moons'?

The main themes in 'Walk Two Moons' include grief and loss, identity and
self-discovery, family and relationships, and the importance of understanding
others' perspectives.

How does 'Walk Two Moons' explore the theme of grief?

The novel explores grief through Salamanca's journey as she deals with the
loss of her mother, showing how different characters cope with sadness and
healing over time.

In what ways does identity play a role in 'Walk Two
Moons'?

Identity is central as Salamanca struggles to understand herself, her family
history, and where she belongs, highlighting the theme of self-discovery and
personal growth.

How are family relationships portrayed in 'Walk Two
Moons'?

Family relationships are portrayed with complexity, focusing on the bonds
between parents and children, the impact of divorce and separation, and the
importance of forgiveness and love.

What lesson does 'Walk Two Moons' teach about



empathy?

The novel teaches that walking in someone else's shoes—understanding their
experiences and feelings—is crucial for empathy, as reflected in the title
and Salamanca's experiences.

How does the journey in 'Walk Two Moons' symbolize
personal growth?

The physical journey mirrors Salamanca's emotional journey, symbolizing her
growth as she confronts her fears, learns about her family, and comes to
terms with her loss.

Why is the theme of storytelling important in 'Walk
Two Moons'?

Storytelling is important as it helps characters make sense of their lives,
share experiences, and connect with others, emphasizing the power of
narratives in healing and understanding.

Additional Resources
1. The Watsons Go to Birmingham – 1963 by Christopher Paul Curtis
This historical fiction novel explores themes of family, identity, and coming
of age during a turbulent time in American history. The story follows the
Watson family as they travel from Flint, Michigan, to Birmingham, Alabama,
where they confront racial tensions and personal growth. Like *Walk Two
Moons*, it blends humor and serious moments to depict a young protagonist's
journey toward understanding life and loss.

2. Bridge to Terabithia by Katherine Paterson
This poignant tale tackles friendship, imagination, and grief through the
story of Jess and Leslie, two children who create a magical kingdom in the
woods. The novel delves into the complexities of childhood emotions and the
impact of loss, similar to the emotional depth found in *Walk Two Moons*. It
emphasizes empathy and the power of storytelling in coping with difficult
experiences.

3. Because of Winn-Dixie by Kate DiCamillo
In this heartwarming story, a young girl named Opal adopts a stray dog, which
leads her to form new friendships and heal old wounds. The themes of family,
belonging, and understanding others resonate closely with those in *Walk Two
Moons*. The narrative highlights how unexpected connections can help us
navigate personal challenges.

4. Out of My Mind by Sharon M. Draper
This novel centers on Melody, a girl with cerebral palsy who cannot speak but
possesses a brilliant mind. It explores themes of empathy, overcoming
adversity, and the desire to be understood. Like *Walk Two Moons*, it
encourages readers to see the world through another’s eyes and challenges
assumptions about people’s capabilities.

5. Where the Red Fern Grows by Wilson Rawls
A classic tale of a boy and his two dogs, this novel touches on themes of
family, perseverance, and the bittersweet nature of growing up. The story’s
emotional journey and connection to nature echo some of the reflective and



heartfelt moments in *Walk Two Moons*. It’s a powerful exploration of love
and loss.

6. Esperanza Rising by Pam Muñoz Ryan
This historical novel follows Esperanza, a young girl who must adapt to a new
life of hardship and poverty after fleeing her wealthy home in Mexico. Themes
of resilience, change, and cultural identity align with those in *Walk Two
Moons*. The story emphasizes personal growth through facing life’s unexpected
challenges.

7. The Secret Life of Bees by Sue Monk Kidd
Set in the 1960s South, this novel explores themes of family, racial tension,
and self-discovery through the eyes of a young girl named Lily. The
narrative’s focus on searching for identity and understanding complex family
dynamics parallels *Walk Two Moons*. It also highlights the healing power of
compassion and connection.

8. Tuck Everlasting by Natalie Babbitt
This thought-provoking story about immortality and the natural cycle of life
invites readers to consider the value of life and the inevitability of
change. Themes of belonging, loss, and acceptance are central, much like in
*Walk Two Moons*. The novel encourages reflection on what it means to truly
live.

9. A Monster Calls by Patrick Ness
Combining fantasy and reality, this novel deals with a young boy’s struggle
to cope with his mother’s illness through encounters with a mysterious
monster. Themes of grief, acceptance, and emotional honesty closely mirror
those in *Walk Two Moons*. It’s a moving exploration of how we face pain and
find strength within ourselves.
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eBook for all and offers something for everyone. This book will satisfy the curiosity of most students
while also challenging their trivia skills and introducing them to new information. Use this
invaluable book to test your subject-matter expertise. Multiple-choice exams are a common
assessment method that all prospective candidates must be familiar with in today?s academic
environment. Although the majority of students are accustomed to this MCQ format, many are not
well-versed in it. To achieve success in MCQ tests, quizzes, and trivia challenges, one requires
test-taking techniques and skills in addition to subject knowledge. It also provides you with the skills
and information you need to achieve a good score in challenging tests or competitive examinations.
Whether you have studied the subject on your own, read for pleasure, or completed coursework, it
will assess your knowledge and prepare you for competitive exams, quizzes, trivia, and more.
  walk two moons themes: CliffsNotes 1990s Newbery Medal Winners Suzanne Pavlos,
2001-03-07 The original CliffsNotes study guides offer expert commentary on major themes, plots,
characters, literary devices, and historical background. The latest generation of titles in this series
also features glossaries and visual elements that complement the classic, familiar format. The works
covered in CliffsNotes 1990s Newbery Medal Winners are a reflection of the society in which they
were written. A recurring theme in the novels that won the Newbery Medal Award in the 1990s,
regardless of the time period in which they were set, is the interdependence of people. Other
significant themes that appear as a common thread are friendship and family, courage and bravery,
and the dilemmas of adolescents struggling to become adults. With plenty of background
information about each author, plot synopses, character maps, and in-depth analysis of characters
and themes CliffsNotes 1990s Newbery Medal Winners is your ticket to understanding and enjoying
all of the following novels: Holes, by Louis Sachar Out of the Dust, by Karen Hesse The View from
Saturday, by Elaine Lobl Konigsburg The Midwife’s Apprentice, by Karen Cushman Walk Two
Moons, by Sharon Creech The Giver, by Lois Lowry Missing May, by Cynthia Rylant Shiloh, by
Phyllis Reynolds Naylor Maniac Magee, by Jerry Spinelli Number the Stars, by Lois Lowry Classic
literature or modern-day treasure—you'll understand it all with expert information and insight from
CliffsNotes study guides.
  walk two moons themes: Walk Two Moons - Literature Circle Guides Scholastic, Inc,
Kathleen Simpson, 2002-09 Everything you need for successful literature circles that get kids
thinking, talking, writing--and loving literature--Cover
  walk two moons themes: Walk Two Moons Reading Guide Saddleback Educational Publishing,
2006-09-01 Struggling readers frequently lack basic reading skills and are not equipped with the
prior knowledge and reading strategies to thoroughly engage in the classroom literature experience.
Give your students the background and support they need to understand and enjoy literature. With
these reading guides, your students will practice reading comprehension skills, sharpen their
vocabulary, and learn to identify literary elements. The eBooks range in reading level from 4 to 10.
Reproducible. Contents Include: Teacher and student support materials, reproducible student
activity sheets, an end-of-book test, and an answer key. Each reading guide divides the novel into six
manageable units. Prepares all students for reading success through activating prior knowledge.
Focuses reading with guiding Questions to Think About. Build vocabulary with pre-reading and
during-reading activities.
  walk two moons themes: Teaching with Favorite Newbery Books Lori Licciardo Musso, Lori
Licciardo-Musso, 1999 Contains engaging discussion questions, vocabulary builders, writing
prompts, and great literature response activities.
  walk two moons themes: Focus on Reading: Walk Two Moons - Study Guide Marshall K. Hall,
2004 Prepares students for reading success through prereading background material ; Focuses
reading with guided questions ; Builds vocabulary ; Develops cultural literacy.
  walk two moons themes: 25 Fun and Fabulous Literature Response Activities and Rubrics
Christine Boardman Moen, 2002 Quick Activities and Rubrics That Help Kids Understand Literary
Elements and Use Reading Strategies for Better Comprehension This classroom-tested resource
includes 25 easy and fun projects to help students explore literary elements such as plot, character,



setting, theme-and deepen their comprehension. Each project includes directions, student samples,
and a reproducible rubric.
  walk two moons themes: Core Collection for Children and Young Adults Rachel E.
Schwedt, Janice DeLong, 2008-09-11 With thousands of new volumes lining the shelves of
bookstores, abundant advertisements, and innumerable online reviews, it is becoming increasingly
difficulty for the concerned adult to recommend literature that is of quality, yet speaks to young
audiences. Core Collection for Children and Young Adults presents the best in contemporary and
classic literature for children and young adults. Every book listed in this reference has a concisely
worded annotation, which is followed by headings designating awards the book has won, related
subjects, and character themes. With more than 350 titles reviewed, this resource will prove
invaluable for teachers, librarians, parents, collectors of children's books, and college students with
an interest in juvenile literature, education, or child growth and development.
  walk two moons themes: A Field Guide to the Classroom Library Lucy Calkins, 2002
Provides comprehensive and accessible leveled lists and guides for 1,200 children's trade books for
kindergarten through 6th grade to help teachers build classroom libraries.
  walk two moons themes: Through the Eyes of a Child Donna E. Norton, Saundra E. Norton,
2007 CD-ROM contains a database of children's literature.
  walk two moons themes: Exploring Children's Literature Nikki Gamble, Sally Yates,
2008-02-20 This book is based on the belief that deep subject knowledge of language and literature
provides a foundation for effective teaching and learning. It provides a comprehensive guide to the
range of genres and characteristic features of English language fiction written for children. It will
help readers to: o develop their understanding of literature within social, cultural and political
reading practices o extend their knowledge of language features and conventions of different genres
o develop skills in analytical and critical reading. The scope of the first edition has been expanded
from solely fiction to cover a range of contemporary literature, including poetry, plays and picture
books. The case study material, investigative activities and practical exercises promote an active
approach to learning. The second edition focuses on a range of fiction relevant to the National
Curriculum for England and the National Literacy Strategy. It provides examples from a range of
world literature written in English. Examples from work in translation are also included. It also
addresses the requirements of the primary curriculum for ITT English. This book is essential reading
for student teachers on PGCE, and undergraduate teacher education courses, and for teachers
undertaking CPD in English, literacy or children's literature. It provides useful support material for
language coordinators, SCITT coordinators and literacy consultants.
  walk two moons themes: Exploring Diversity Jean E. Brown, Elaine C. Stephens, 1996-04-15
Help students explore their own identity through fiction, biographies, and autobiographies; examine
their most significant relationships (i.e., with family members and friends); and learn about different
racial, ethnic, and cultural traditions through contemporary realistic fiction and historical fiction.
Brown and Stephens also describe outstanding books and authors that enhance the perspective of
diversity, and they address controversial issues related to the use of multicultural literature. Grades
4-8.
  walk two moons themes: Story Katie Cunningham, 2023-10-10 Stories are all around us. From
our digital newsfeeds, interactions with one another, to watching a movie or listening to a curated
playlist, we see and hear different tales told to us in various ways.In her book, Story: Still the Heart
of Literacy Learning, author and teacher Katie Egan Cunningham reminds us that when we bridge
reading strategies with the power of story, we can deepen literacy learning and foster authentic
engagement with students. Cunningham shows how to create classrooms of caring and inquisitive
readers, writers, and storytellers. Inside you'll find: How to build a diverse, multicultural classroom
library that reflects all voices through rich, purposeful, and varied texts Numerous examples of
multi-genre and multi-modal stories from children's and young adult literature A practical toolkit at
the end of each chapter to demonstrate how to make stories come alive in any classroom Throughout
the book, Cunningham shares her experiences as a teacher, literacy specialist, and staff developer



and how building and talking about stories brings them to life. She honors the importance of
teaching strategies to read different kinds of text, to write across genres, and to speak and listen
with purpose while reminding us about the importance of story.
  walk two moons themes: Inspiring Student Empowerment Patti Drapeau, 2021-06-14 A
practical, comprehensive guide to help educators go beyond student engagement and differentiation
to achieve student empowerment. Student engagement continues to be an important goal for
teachers, but it shouldn’t end there. There is no one-size-fits-all approach to teaching anymore.
School districts that have begun to shift their focus from student engagement to student
empowerment, and from differentiation to personalized learning, have seen a rise in test scores,
motivation, attention, and self-confidence. When students have voice and choice, they gain control
over their learning and their actions and feel empowered to work harder and achieve more. Through
sample lessons, strategies, and applications, educators will learn how to shift from engagement to
student empowerment, from differentiation to personalized learning, and practical ways to make
these strategies work in the classroom. Move from engagement to student empowerment with: A
comprehensive guide to engaged learning A comprehensive guide to empowerment Research-based
best practices to promote empowerment Move from differentiation to personalized learning with: A
comprehensive guide to refining differentiation practices A comprehensive guide to personalized
learning Practical ways to use voice and choice, instructional design, and classroom climate to
promote student empowerment An entire chapter dedicated to the social and emotional learning
side of personalized learning Digital content includes reproducible forms and a PDF presentation for
professional development.
  walk two moons themes: Marginalized Literacies Cara M Mulcahy, 2010-06-01 Functional
literacy, cultural literacy, and progressive literacy are just a few of the many terms one can invoke
when attempting to define literacy. From a critical perspective, for a democratic society to exist, a
critical literacy is of crucial importance. Critical literacy aims to empower individuals and transform
society. It is grounded in critical theory and, like critical pedagogy, investigates ways in which
social, cultural, racial, sexual, and economic inequalities are reproduced. By investigating the
ideological, political, and social structures that perpetuate such inequalities, it hopes to raise
consciousness and move towards creating a more socially just society. This book examines the
approaches set forth by Atwell, Calkins, and Rief in their books, In the Middle (1998); The Art of
Teaching Writing (1994); and Seeking Diversity (1992), respectively. This book is of relevance to
teacher educators and English Language Arts teachers. It enables one to become familiar with the
main components of the Readers’/Writers’ workshop and develop an awareness of how literacy may
be conceptualized and reconceptualized through this approach. Teacher educators will find this text
useful for raising preservice teachers’ awareness of the ideologies that inform literacy education and
in developing their understanding for how students are positioned socially, culturally, politically and
economically by such ideologies. English Language Arts teachers will find this book informative in
understanding how they can be positioned by teacher texts to teach towards certain ideologies of
literacy. Finally, it allows teacher educators and English Language Arts teachers to consider what
kind of literacy education is provided for through the Readers’/Writers’ workshop, and whether
space may be negotiated within the Readers’/Writers’ workshop, for the teaching of critical literacy.
  walk two moons themes: Appalachian Children's Literature , 2010-04-13 This comprehensive
bibliography includes books written about or set in Appalachia from the 18th century to the present.
Titles represent the entire region as defined by the Appalachian Regional Commission, including
portions of 13 states stretching from southern New York to northern Mississippi. The bibliography is
arranged in alphabetical order by author, and each title is accompanied by an annotation, most of
which include composite reviews and critical analyses of the work. All classic genres of children's
literature are represented.
  walk two moons themes: Explaining Reading, Second Edition Gerald G. Duffy, 2009-02-23 This
bestselling teacher resource and widely adopted text demonstrates the whats, whys, and how-tos of
explicit reading instruction for struggling K–8 learners. The book describes 23 skills and strategies



associated with vocabulary, comprehension, word recognition, and fluency. Ways to explain each
skill or strategy are illustrated in real-world examples that teachers can use as starting points for
their own lessons. Retaining the straight-talking style that made the prior edition so popular, the
second edition has been revised and updated to reflect reader feedback and the latest research.
  walk two moons themes: Literature-Based Teaching in the Content Areas Carole Cox,
2011-01-12 Grounded in theory and best-practices research, this practical text provides teachers
with 40 strategies for using fiction and non-fiction trade books to teach in five key content areas:
language arts and reading, social studies, mathematics, science, and the arts. Each strategy
provides everything a teacher needs to get started: a classroom example that models the strategy, a
research-based rationale, relevant content standards, suggested books, reader-response questions
and prompts, assessment ideas, examples of how to adapt the strategy for different grade levels
(K–2, 3–5, and 6–8), and ideas for differentiating instruction for English language learners and
struggling students. Throughout the book, student work samples and classroom vignettes bring the
content to life.
  walk two moons themes: Fostering Comprehension in English Classes Raymond Philippot,
Michael F. Graves, 2009-01-01 This valuable, research-based guide gives middle and secondary
English teachers the tools they need to improve the comprehension skills of all their students. Core
chapters explain specific practices for fostering learning from texts; leading students to a thorough,
lasting understanding of subject matter; nurturing meaningful responses to literature; explicitly
teaching comprehension strategies; and engaging students in higher-order thinking. An additional
chapter highlights vocabulary instruction. Throughout, attention is given to building comprehension
skills in a diverse range of students, from high achievers to struggling readers and English language
learners. A wealth of hands-on materials are featured, including lesson plans, scaffolded reading
experiences, and a richly detailed example of a teaching unit that shows how all facets of
comprehension instruction can be brought together in the classroom.
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Walk at Home - YouTube Join the Walk at Home crew on mile walk workouts, fat burning
workouts, workout plans and more
Walking: Trim your waistline, improve your health - Mayo Clinic   Keeping a record of how
many steps you take, the distance you walk and how long it takes can help you see where you
started from and serve as a source of inspiration
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