
who attacked america

who attacked america is a question that has been asked frequently,
particularly in reference to significant historical events that have shaped
the nation's security and foreign policy. Understanding who attacked America
involves looking back at major incidents such as the attacks during World War
II, the Cold War era incidents, and the most infamous terrorist attack on
September 11, 2001. These attacks have had profound impacts on the country’s
military strategies, intelligence operations, and international relations.
This article aims to provide a comprehensive overview of the various
attackers throughout American history, highlighting the motives, methods, and
consequences of these assaults. By exploring different time periods and types
of attacks, readers will gain a clearer understanding of the threats America
has faced and how it has responded. The following sections will delve into
key historical attacks, the groups responsible, and the ongoing implications
for national security.

Historical Military Attacks on America

The September 11, 2001 Terrorist Attacks

Other Notable Attacks and Incidents

Profiles of Major Attackers

Impact on U.S. Security and Policy

Historical Military Attacks on America
Throughout its history, America has faced numerous military attacks from
foreign powers. These assaults often occurred during times of war and had
significant consequences for the nation’s development and defense policies.
Understanding who attacked America in these early conflicts provides context
for the country’s evolution as a global power.

The War of 1812
The War of 1812 was a conflict fought between the United States and the
British Empire. British forces attacked American territory, including the
burning of Washington D.C. in 1814. This war was triggered by issues such as
trade restrictions, impressment of American sailors, and British support for
Native American attacks on American settlers. The British attacks during this
war are among the earliest examples of foreign military aggression against
the U.S.



World War II and the Attack on Pearl Harbor
One of the most significant attacks on American soil occurred on December 7,
1941, when the Japanese military launched a surprise aerial assault on the
U.S. naval base at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. This attack led to the United
States' entry into World War II. The Japanese aimed to disable the U.S.
Pacific Fleet and prevent American interference in their expansion across
Asia and the Pacific.

Japanese forces executed a coordinated air strike involving hundreds of
aircraft.

The attack resulted in over 2,400 American deaths and significant damage
to naval vessels and aircraft.

The event galvanized American public opinion and led to a declaration of
war against Japan and its Axis allies.

The September 11, 2001 Terrorist Attacks
When discussing who attacked America in the

Frequently Asked Questions

Who attacked America on September 11, 2001?
America was attacked by the terrorist group al-Qaeda on September 11, 2001,
when hijacked planes were flown into the World Trade Center and the Pentagon.

Which group was responsible for the attack on Pearl
Harbor?
The Empire of Japan carried out the attack on Pearl Harbor on December 7,
1941, leading the United States to enter World War II.

Who attacked America during the War of 1812?
During the War of 1812, the United Kingdom and its allies attacked America,
including the burning of Washington D.C.

Who was behind the 1993 World Trade Center bombing?
The 1993 World Trade Center bombing was carried out by a group of terrorists



led by Ramzi Yousef, affiliated with Islamist extremist groups.

Who attacked America during the American
Revolutionary War?
During the American Revolutionary War, British forces attacked the American
colonies as they sought to suppress the revolution.

Who attacked America on the USS Cole in 2000?
The USS Cole was attacked by al-Qaeda terrorists in a suicide bombing in
Yemen in 2000.

Who attacked America during the Boston Tea Party?
The Boston Tea Party was not an attack by a foreign entity but a political
protest by American colonists against British taxation.

Additional Resources
1. American Desperado: My Life as a Cocaine Cowboy, from South Beach to Cali
This memoir by Jon Roberts offers a gripping insider’s view of the drug trade
and organized crime that impacted America’s security and social fabric.
Roberts details his transformation from a Miami drug dealer to a powerful
cartel associate, shedding light on the criminal underworld that fueled
violence and corruption. The book provides context for understanding some of
the domestic challenges America has faced.

2. The Looming Tower: Al-Qaeda and the Road to 9/11
Written by Lawrence Wright, this Pulitzer Prize-winning book meticulously
traces the rise of Al-Qaeda and the events leading up to the September 11
attacks. It explores the ideological and operational development of the
terrorist group, as well as the intelligence failures that allowed the attack
to happen. The book offers a comprehensive narrative of who attacked America
and why.

3. Ghost Wars: The Secret History of the CIA, Afghanistan, and Bin Laden,
from the Soviet Invasion to September 10, 2001
Steve Coll’s investigative work delves into the covert operations and
geopolitical maneuvers of the CIA in Afghanistan that indirectly contributed
to the rise of Osama bin Laden. The book highlights the complex interplay of
U.S. foreign policy and militant groups that culminated in the 9/11 attacks.
It provides essential background on America’s adversaries in the war on
terror.

4. Inside 9/11
This detailed account by the National Commission on Terrorist Attacks Upon
the United States offers an official and comprehensive investigation into the



planning and execution of the 9/11 attacks. It includes testimonies,
timelines, and analysis of the security lapses that were exploited by the
attackers. The book serves as a crucial resource for understanding the
specifics of who attacked America.

5. Black Hawk Down: A Story of Modern War
Mark Bowden’s book recounts the 1993 Battle of Mogadishu, where American
forces were attacked in Somalia by local militias. Though not linked to
international terrorism, this event exposed vulnerabilities in American
military operations abroad. The narrative provides insight into the nature of
hostile engagements against U.S. personnel and the complexities of modern
warfare.

6. City of Lies: Love, Sex, Death, and the Search for Truth in Los Angeles
Written by Ramona Africa, this book examines the 1992 Los Angeles riots and
the social unrest following the Rodney King verdict. While not a traditional
attack on America, the book explores internal conflicts and violence that
challenged American society’s notions of justice and order. It offers a
perspective on domestic attacks against American values and communities.

7. American Terrorist: Timothy McVeigh & the Oklahoma City Bombing
Lou Michel and Dan Herbeck provide a detailed biography of Timothy McVeigh
and the events surrounding the 1995 Oklahoma City bombing. The book
investigates McVeigh’s motivations, the planning of the attack, and its
devastating impact on America. It highlights the threat of domestic terrorism
and radicalization within the United States.

8. Enemies Within: An Insider’s View on Islamic Terrorism
By Robert Baer, a former CIA operative, this book offers an insider’s
perspective on Islamic terrorism and the challenges of combating it. Baer
discusses the motivations behind attacks on America and the complexities of
intelligence work in preventing future incidents. The book sheds light on who
attacked America from the viewpoint of counterterrorism experts.

9. The 9/11 Commission Report: Final Report of the National Commission on
Terrorist Attacks Upon the United States
This official government report provides a thorough analysis of the
circumstances surrounding the September 11 attacks. It includes detailed
findings on the attackers, their backgrounds, and the failures that allowed
the tragedy to occur. The report is an authoritative source on understanding
the nature of the attack against America.
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  who attacked america: Saddam's Attacks on America Hugh Cort III, Hugh Cort III MD,
2004-04 This book is dedicated to all patriots - past, present, and future, and especially to the
modern day patriots of America -- the brave American men and women in our armed forces who
fought and died and are fighting and dying this day in Afghanistan and Iraq so that terrorists and
madmen ... will not be able to hurt our country again, not only with hijacked airplanes but also with
chemical and biological and nuclear weapons. And also let us never, forget the brave firefighters and
policemen of New York City who gave their lives on September 11 so that others might live.
  who attacked america: Rome and America: The Great Republics Walter Signorelli,
2018-07-20 In innumerable ways, the United States of America is the political and social descendant
of the Roman Republic, and the influences of Rome reverberate throughout our world. Yet while
America reflects the heights of Roman structures, ideas, and principles, we also now face a host of
problems similar to those that the Romans faced—immigration and citizenship, the consequences of
slavery, the growing divide between classes, the conflict between conservatives and progressives,
and the challenges of being a superpower. In Rome and America: The Great Republics, author
Walter Signorelli chronicles and compares these two greatest and enduring republics of history,
explaining how they formed, grew, and prospered. He evaluates their strengths and weaknesses, the
environments from which they emerged, and the values and practices they had in common.
Signorelli also explores parallels between American and Roman military history, similarities between
their constitutional governments, and the legacy of Roman law in America. Last, he questions
whether our democratic-republican government will disintegrate as the Roman Republic
disintegrated, whether it will grow stronger despite its similarities to the Roman experience, or
whether it will transform itself into another form of government akin to Rome’s imperial
dictatorship. More than an historical narrative or a collection of biographies, Rome and America:
The Great Republics examines the political, social, economic, and moral factors that affected both
nations, considering the successes and mistakes of the Romans and their implications for American
society today.
  who attacked america: Godless in America George Ricker, 2006-03 I spent the most of the
first half of my life believing in Christianity and regarding belief in God as an essential component of
human existence, George Ricker says. I've spent the last 30 years trying to understand why I ever
thought that way. This book is about how and why that process occurred. It's also about the danger
posed to our democratic society by fundamentalist religion. Godless in America is a testimonial
about the advantages of life without gods and religions. It's also a no-holds-barred look at some of
the problems with both concepts. Written in a style that is conversational, yet provocative, it is a
candid assessment of the real culture war being fought in America today: the attack being waged by
the Religious Right on the values of personal freedom, democratic government, and the necessity for
all Americans to be treated as equals before the law and by their government. At times humorous, at
times outrageous, Godless in America treats religion and religious concepts as ideas that should be
evaluated with the same standards used to evaluate all other ideas and concepts, not from the
privileged position claimed by so many of a religious persuasion.
  who attacked america: 9-11 America Under Attack Joseph B. Lambert, 2002-12-10
  who attacked america: Is America Being Destroyed from Within? Gary Martin Meyers J.D.
B.S.E., 2015-06-26 In a speech he made in 1838, President Abraham Lincoln warned that, if America
is ever destroyed, the forces responsible for her destruction would come not from beyond our
borders, but instead would come from within. Is America Being Destroyed From Within? considers
the critical question of whether the actions of President Barack Obama over the last six years, along
with the liberal and progressive political leaders who support him, represent precisely the type of
destruction of America from within that President Lincoln was attempting to warn us about, almost
two hundred years ago.
  who attacked america: The Islam/West Debate David Blankenhorn, 2005-09-15 In 2002,
sixty prominent American intellectuals released an open letter defending the use of military force



against al-Qa'ida, sparking an impassioned international debate unlike any other, in which jihadists,
journalists, liberal Muslims, and German pacifists engaged one another on the most pressing issues
of our time: terrorism, U.S. policy, and Islam-West relations. This volume chronicles that debate and
includes contributions from both sides of the political spectrum in America and the Middle East-and
even from al-Qa'ida.
  who attacked america: America: Unite or Die Douglas E. Schoen, Carly Cooperman,
2021-12-21 WHAT AMERICA MUST DO TO ACHIEVE UNITY AND SAVE OUR DEMOCRACY
AMERICA: UNITE OR DIE is a real-time analysis of why American Democracy is crumbling and why
both sides – Republicans and Democrats – are responsible for its collapse. This is the first objective,
nonpartisan analysis of what has happened, and most importantly, explains what we can do to avoid
impending doom for our system, and most of all, our nation. ONE NATION, INDIVISIBLE? America
is the only country in the history of the world founded on an idea—and that idea is liberty. It’s an
idea that resulted in the most flourishing citizenry in human history, but today that idea is under
attack, not just from foreign adversaries but from within as the extreme right of the Republican
Party and extreme left of the Democratic Party move further and further apart. These dangerous,
corrosive positions pose a serious threat to the foundations of American democracy as we now face: ·
A political class that has lost touch with mainstream America. · Public loss of trust in the institutions
of democracy. · The rise and mobilization of extremism on the right and left, both threatening
violence. · The rise of social media, websites, and cable TV news that splinters audiences and creates
alternate realities. · Inequality of opportunity that creates a two-tiered society of haves and
have-nots. · Anti-democratic regimes ruling China and Russia that threaten freedom around the
world. In an era of growing distrust, demonization, and hatred, as we live America’s tragic ‘Tale of
Two Cities,’ our most inspired turn is to embrace the idea engendered in a true symbol of American
democracy: the mighty woman with a torch, ‘the Statue of Liberty Enlightening the World’: “Give me
your tired, your poor/ Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free”. When citizens who work hard
and play by the rules believe they have no shot at the American Dream — or conclude that the
American values, identity, and the principles they grew up with are vanishing — a giant question
mark hangs over the future of our democracy. If we hope to preserve our democracy, both sides
must start by reaffirming their belief in the democratic principles of America so they can move from
the fringes to the moderate middle-of-the-road positions that millions of Americans embrace.
AMERICA: UNITE OR DIE is an inspired plan to turn the Divided States of America into the Reunited
State of America. “America: Unite or Die is a must-read for anyone interested in politics and
governing or in the current dysfunction of our political system. Douglas Schoen and Carly
Cooperman are great scholars and practitioners of American politics. They are two of the country's
finest pollsters and strategists who have seen it all—from advising presidents in the White House to
analyzing the voters in the precincts across America. The polarization in this country today is
explained clearly. Every citizen who cares about this extraordinary country of ours should read this
book and be enlightened about what's going on around them.” —Ed Rollins, former assistant to
President Reagan for political and governmental affairs, and former co-chairman to the National
Republican Congressional Committee
  who attacked america: An Impartial History of the Present War in America James Murray,
1780
  who attacked america: American Voices of Dissent Garbriele Zamparini, Lorenzo Meccoli,
William Blum, 2015-12-22 Absolutely indispensable! An important resource in the struggle. Ken
Loach, film director Your book is just what we need at time when the American Left gets no
coverage in the world's press and yet remains the hope for America and the world. Tony Benn,
President, Stop the War Coalition [This book] challenges the simplistic perception of Americans as
SUV-driving, war-loving couch potatoes. There's a movement for peace and justice and this book
gives it a voice. Mickey Z., writer With contributions by five Nobel Peace Prize winners, former
government officials, scholars, religious leaders, journalists, activists, and prominent cultural
figures, the documentary film XXI Century explores American reactions to recent global events



captured through the lens of interviews and political rallies. This book presents selected excerpts
from the filming of prominent U.S. citizens voicing their view on Bush administration policies in the
century. These events include the much-contested 2000 election, the September 11, 2001, attacks,
the impact of the USA Patriot Act, the accelerated growth of peace movements, the recruitment of
U.S. soldiers, U.S. policy and attitudes toward the Middle East, sanctions and war in Iraq, and
human rights violations. The speakers also consider how the rise of media spectacle and punditry at
the expense of quality journalism inhibits the ability of Americans to react to these events as
informed citizens. The voices of Americans, both ordinary and famous, resonate with passion and
urgency in response to the injustice and far-reaching effects of the current U.S. foreign policy.
American Voices of Dissent highlights the other side of the story and makes a case for global
solidarity against U.S. imperialism.
  who attacked america: Weekly Compilation of Presidential Documents , 2005
  who attacked america: Understanding America’s Greatest Existential Threats Dr. J. R.
Maxwell, 2020-12-08 In this introductory volume, readers will learn about the vital role that the
various Critical Infrastructure (CI) sectors play in America, in the context of homeland security. The
protection, maintenance, and monitoring of these interdependent CI assets is a shared responsibility
of governments, private sector owner/operators, first responders, and all those involved in homeland
security and emergency management. As this foundational learning resource demonstrates, rapidly
advancing technologies combined with exponential growth in demand on the aging infrastructure of
America’s power grid is setting the stage for a potentially catastrophic collapse that would paralyze
each and every facet of civilian life and military operations. This meticulously researched primer will
guide readers through the known world of power failures and cyber-attacks to the emerging threat
from a High-altitude Electromagnetic Pulse (HEMP). A HEMP would cause cascading failures in the
power grid, communications, water treatment facilities, oil refineries, pipelines, banking, supply
chain management, food production, air traffic control, and all forms of transportation. Each chapter
in America’s Greatest Existential Threat (Vol. 1) begins with learning objectives and ends with a
series of review questions to assess take-up of the chapter material. Similarly, subsequent volumes
will explore HEMP and emerging issues in closer detail with current research and analysis now in
development.
  who attacked america: Social Issues in America James Ciment, 2015-03-04 Truly
comprehensive in scope - and arranged in A-Z format for quick access - this eight-volume set is a
one-source reference for anyone researching the historical and contemporary details of more than
170 major issues confronting American society. Entries cover the full range of hotly contested social
issues - including economic, scientific, environmental, criminal, legal, security, health, and media
topics. Each entry discusses the historical origins of the problem or debate; past means used to deal
with the issue; the current controversy surrounding the issue from all perspectives; and the
near-term and future implications for society. In addition, each entry includes a chronology, a
bibliography, and a directory of Internet resources for further research as well as primary
documents and statistical tables highlighting the debates.
  who attacked america: Contested Records Michael Leong, 2020-05-01 Why have so many
contemporary poets turned to source material, from newspapers to governmental records, as
inspiration for their poetry? How can citational poems offer a means of social engagement?
Contested Records analyzes how some of the most well-known twenty-first century North American
poets work with fraught documents. Whether it’s the legal paperwork detailing the murder of 132
African captives, state transcriptions of the last words of death row inmates, or testimony from
miners and rescue workers about a fatal mine disaster, author Michael Leong reveals that much of
the power of contemporary poetry rests in its potential to select, adapt, evaluate, and extend public
documentation. Examining the use of documents in the works of Kenneth Goldsmith, Vanessa Place,
Amiri Baraka, Claudia Rankine, M. NourbeSe Philip, and others, Leong reveals how official records
can evoke a wide range of emotions—from hatred to veneration, from indifference to empathy, from
desire to disgust. He looks at techniques such as collage, plagiarism, re-reporting, and textual



outsourcing, and evaluates some of the most loved—and reviled—contemporary North American
poems. Ultimately, Leong finds that if bureaucracy and documentation have the power to police and
traumatize through the exercise of state power, then so, too, can document-based poetry function as
an unofficial, counterhegemonic, and popular practice that authenticates marginalized experiences
at the fringes of our cultural memory.
  who attacked america: World Order after Leninism Vladimir Tismaneanu, Marc Morje
Howard, Rudra Sil, 2016-06-01 World Order after Leninism examines the origins and evolution of
world communism and explores how its legacies have shaped the post-Cold War world order. The
lessons of Leninism continue to exert a strong influence in contemporary foreign affairs--most visibly
in Poland and other post-communist states of the former Soviet Union, but also in China and other
newly industrialized states balancing authoritarian impulses against the pressures of globalization,
free markets, and democratic possibilities. World Order after Leninism began as a conversation
among former students of Ken Jowitt, professor of political science at the University of California at
Berkeley from 1970-2002 and whose monumental career transformed the fields of political science,
Russian studies, and post-communist studies. Using divergent case studies, the essays in this volume
document the ways in which Jowitt's exceptionally original work on Leninism's evolution and
consolidation remains highly relevant in analyzing contemporary post-communist and
post-authoritarian political transformations.
  who attacked america: Imperialism and Expansionism in American History Chris J.
Magoc, David Bernstein, 2015-12-14 This four-volume encyclopedia chronicles the historical roots of
the United States' current military dominance, documenting its growth from continental
expansionism to hemispheric hegemony to global empire. This groundbreaking four-volume
encyclopedia offers sweeping coverage of a subject central to American history and of urgent
importance today as the nation wrestles with a global imperial posture and the long-term viability of
the largest military establishment in human history. The work features more than 650 entries
encompassing the full scope of American expansionism and imperialism from the colonial era
through the 21st-century War on Terror. Readers will learn about U.S.-Native American conflicts;
19th-century land laws; early forays overseas, for example, the opening of Japan; and America's
imperial conflicts in Cuba and the Philippines. U.S. interests in Latin America are explored, as are
the often-forgotten ambitions that lay behind the nation's involvement in the World Wars. The work
also offers extensive coverage of the Cold War and today's ongoing conflicts in Iraq, Afghanistan,
Africa, and the Middle East as they relate to U.S. national interests. Notable individuals, including
American statesmen, military commanders, influential public figures, and anti-imperialists are
covered as well. The inclusion of cultural elements of American expansionism and imperialism—for
example, Hollywood films and protest music—helps distinguish this set from other more limited
works.
  who attacked america: Bills to Authorize Prosecution of Terrorists and Others who
Attack U.S. Government Employees and Citizens Abroad United States. Congress. Senate.
Committee on the Judiciary. Subcommittee on Security and Terrorism, 1986
  who attacked america: Documentation of Communist Penetration in Latin America
United States. Congress. Senate. Committee on the Judiciary. Subcommittee to Investigate the
Administration of the Internal Security Act and Other Internal Security Laws, 1965
  who attacked america: Invisible Threat Robert L. Hirsch, 2020-07-14 Dr. Alan Mazer
graduated from Harvard Medical School at the age of twenty and started curing rare diseases by age
twenty-five. He grew into one of America’s most brilliant scientists, so no one could have foreseen
his true intentions. Now a radicalized Muslim, Mazer uses his genius to isolate viruses that attack
the nervous system. One “vaccine” kills instead of protecting, stealing the lives of children. In
particular, Mazer targets Israelis and Americans in an effort to bring down Western society. Now,
skilled Mossad agents, the Joint Terrorist Task Force, and an immunologist from a biotechnology
company work together to fight against jihad. They rush to stop Mazer and his team of terrorists,
even as unlimited funds roll in from across the globe supporting Mazer’s cause. This team must find



this man and stop him before the virus and others spread indiscriminately.
  who attacked america: Ethnicity And Crime: A Reader Spalek, Basia, 2008-07-01 ?Basia
Spalek has compiled an excellent reader about a much researched and highly sensitive subject.
Crucially, she contextualises ethnicity and crime within broadly defined social and intellectual
contexts, avoiding the limitation of all too frequently repeated research based solely on statistical
measures and policy evaluations.? Simon Holdaway, Professor of Criminology and Sociology,
Sheffield University Issues in relation to race and ethnicity have generated substantial and
ever-growing interest from, and within, a multitude of academic, research and policy contexts. This
book brings together important material in race and ethnic studies and provides different ways of
thinking about race and ethnicity in relation to crime and the criminal justice system. Ethnicity and
Crime: A Reader consists of a collection of works that capture the main themes that arise from
within this vast area of work. It is divided into five sections: ?Race and crime?, racial discrimination
and criminal justice The racialisation of crime: Social, political and cultural contexts Race, ethnicity
and victimisation Self and discipline reflexivity: Ethnic identities and crime Ethnic identities,
institutional reflexivity and crime Each section contains recurring and overlapping themes and
includes many different ways of thinking about race and ethnicity in relation to crime. It spans
theoretical approaches that might be labelled as positivist, critical race analyses, left realist
approaches, feminist, as well as post-modern perspectives. This is the first title in the new series
Readings in Criminology and Criminal Justice and follows the series format of thematic sections,
together with an editor's introduction to the complete volume and an introduction to each section.
  who attacked america: Malala Yousafzai: The Girl Who Stood Up For Education and Was Shot
In The Face Because of It Chris Dicker, If you are a woman born in Pakistan, you are a subject to: -
Cover your face when going out - Harassments - Staying at home - Not going to school or work just
because you are a woman - Get killed if you are a dancer - Get killed if you protest the laws against
women - And much more There's one girl in Pakistan who said, enough is enough. This book will
uncover her strategies through struggle, discrimination and difficulties to change the way people
view women in such countries. You are about to embark on a journey of a Muslim girl who stoop up
for her rights against the Taliban. She was hunted and threatened by terrorists. Every step she made
was like signing a death certificate. Her name was Malala Yousafzai. Eventually, she got shot,
because of going too far with her protests. Did she succeed? It is about to find out. Grab your copy
now!
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Charlie Kirk shooting was ‘an attack on America’: Rep. Jeff Crank (NewsNation on MSN15d)
“It was an attack on the values our country holds dear,” Crank told “Morning in America” on
Tuesday, “An attack on the belief that we can work together, that we disagree with one another, but
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Minneapolis Mayor Who Attacked Prayer Now Moves To The Next Amendment Of The Bill
Of Rights (IJR1mon) Democratic Minneapolis Mayor Jacob Frey attacked gun ownership and the
Second Amendment during an MSNBC appearance on Wednesday in which he doubled down on
dismissing prayer. Frey’s initial comments
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