
what is the human animal

what is the human animal is a question that touches on the intersection of biology,
anthropology, psychology, and philosophy. This inquiry explores the fundamental nature of
humans as both biological organisms and social beings. Understanding what is the human
animal involves examining our evolutionary roots, physical characteristics, cognitive
abilities, and behaviors that distinguish humans from other species. It also entails
considering the role of culture, language, and technology in shaping human life. This article
delves into the biological classification of humans, the evolutionary context, psychological
traits, and the complex social structures that define human existence. The discussion
further highlights the similarities and differences between humans and other animals,
offering a comprehensive overview of what it means to be a human animal. Below is a
detailed table of contents outlining the key sections of this article.
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Biological Classification of the Human Animal

The biological classification of the human animal places Homo sapiens within the broader
taxonomy of living organisms. Humans belong to the kingdom Animalia, which includes all
multicellular organisms that are heterotrophic and possess specialized sensory organs.
Within this kingdom, humans are classified under the phylum Chordata, characterized by
possessing a notochord at some stage of development.

Taxonomic Hierarchy

The taxonomic classification of humans is as follows:

Kingdom: Animalia

Phylum: Chordata



Class: Mammalia

Order: Primates

Family: Hominidae

Genus: Homo

Species: Homo sapiens

This classification underscores that humans share many characteristics with other
mammals and primates, such as warm-bloodedness, hair, and advanced brain structures.
Being part of the Hominidae family links humans closely to great apes like chimpanzees
and gorillas, highlighting evolutionary relationships among species.

Evolutionary Origins and Development

The question of what is the human animal cannot be fully understood without examining
human evolutionary history. Humans evolved over millions of years through a process of
natural selection and adaptation, resulting in unique traits that distinguish Homo sapiens
from other species.

Early Ancestors and Hominins

Human evolution began with early hominins, a group of species closely related to modern
humans. These ancestors exhibited gradual changes in brain size, bipedalism, and tool use.
Key milestones in human evolution include:

Australopithecines: Early hominins that walked upright but had smaller brains.

Homo habilis: Known as the “handy man,” exhibiting early tool use.

Homo erectus: Displayed increased brain size and controlled use of fire.

Neanderthals: Close relatives with complex social structures and culture.

Homo sapiens: Modern humans with advanced cognitive abilities and language.



Evolutionary Adaptations

Several adaptations define the human animal, including bipedal locomotion, opposable
thumbs, and complex brain development. These traits facilitated tool-making,
communication, and social cooperation, which are critical in understanding human behavior
and survival strategies.

Physical and Anatomical Characteristics

The human animal exhibits distinctive physical traits that support its survival and
functionality. These anatomical characteristics are the result of evolutionary pressures that
shaped the species over time.

Key Physical Features

Humans are characterized by several unique anatomical features:

Bipedalism: Upright walking on two legs, freeing the hands for manipulation.

Brain Size: A relatively large and complex brain enabling advanced cognition.

Opposable Thumbs: Allowing precise grip and tool use.

Vocal Apparatus: Specialized anatomy for speech and complex sounds.

Reduced Body Hair: Compared to other mammals, aiding thermoregulation.

Physiological Systems

The human animal’s physiological systems include advanced sensory organs, a highly
developed nervous system, and complex endocrine functions. These systems support
perception, motor control, and homeostasis, all vital for adaptation to diverse
environments.

Cognitive and Psychological Traits

What is the human animal also encompasses the cognitive and psychological dimensions
that define human thought, behavior, and emotion. Humans possess remarkable mental



capacities that allow abstract reasoning, problem-solving, and self-awareness.

Intelligence and Consciousness

Humans exhibit high intelligence, characterized by the ability to learn, reason, and
innovate. Consciousness, or the awareness of self and environment, plays a critical role in
decision-making and social interactions. These mental faculties differentiate humans from
most other animals.

Emotions and Social Cognition

The human animal experiences a wide range of emotions that influence behavior and
relationships. Social cognition, including empathy and theory of mind, enables humans to
understand and predict others’ thoughts and feelings, facilitating complex social structures.

Social Behavior and Culture

Humans are inherently social animals, living in communities governed by shared norms,
values, and cultural practices. Social behavior and culture are central to what is the human
animal, shaping identity and collective existence.

Social Structures

Human societies exhibit organized social structures, including family units, communities,
and institutions. These structures provide support, cooperation, and roles that contribute to
survival and wellbeing.

Cultural Expression

Culture encompasses language, art, religion, technology, and customs passed across
generations. The transmission of culture is unique to humans and enables continuous
adaptation and innovation beyond biological evolution.

Components of Human Culture

Language and Communication1.



Artistic Expression2.

Technological Development3.

Religious and Spiritual Beliefs4.

Social Norms and Laws5.

Human-Animal Comparisons

Examining what is the human animal involves comparing humans to other species,
revealing both shared traits and distinctive characteristics. These comparisons contribute to
understanding the uniqueness and continuity of life.

Similarities with Other Animals

Humans share many biological and behavioral traits with other animals, especially
primates. These include genetic similarities, basic emotions, and social behaviors such as
cooperation and competition.

Distinctive Human Traits

Despite similarities, humans possess unique features such as complex language, symbolic
thought, and the capacity for culture and technological innovation. These traits have
enabled humans to transform their environments and create complex civilizations.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does the term 'human animal' mean?
The term 'human animal' refers to the concept that humans are animals biologically
classified within the animal kingdom, specifically as Homo sapiens, sharing characteristics
with other animals such as anatomy, genetics, and evolutionary history.

How are humans classified as animals scientifically?
Scientifically, humans are classified as animals because they are multicellular, eukaryotic
organisms that consume organic material, breathe oxygen, are capable of movement,
reproduce sexually, and grow from a hollow sphere of cells during embryonic development,
placing them in the kingdom Animalia.



What makes humans different from other animals?
Humans differ from other animals mainly due to advanced cognitive abilities such as
complex language, abstract thinking, self-awareness, culture, and technological innovation,
although biologically they share many traits with other animals.

Why is understanding humans as animals important?
Understanding humans as animals helps in appreciating our place in the natural world,
recognizing evolutionary connections, improving biological and medical research, and
fostering environmental and ethical awareness regarding other species.

How does evolutionary theory explain humans as
animals?
Evolutionary theory explains humans as animals that evolved through natural selection
from common ancestors shared with other primates, resulting in species with unique
adaptations like larger brains and upright posture.

Are humans more intelligent than other animals?
Humans possess higher cognitive functions, including complex language, reasoning, and
problem-solving skills, which generally surpass those of other animals, although intelligence
varies widely among species and types of intelligence.

Do humans share DNA with other animals?
Yes, humans share a significant amount of DNA with other animals; for example, humans
share about 98-99% of their DNA with chimpanzees, highlighting close evolutionary
relationships.

How does human behavior compare to animal behavior?
Human behavior is influenced by culture, society, and technology, making it more complex
and variable than most animal behavior, which is primarily driven by instinct and
environmental factors, though some animals also exhibit social behaviors and learning.

Can humans be studied using animal models?
Yes, humans are often studied using animal models in scientific research to understand
biological processes, diseases, and treatments because of genetic and physiological
similarities between humans and certain animals.

What ethical considerations arise from viewing humans
as animals?
Viewing humans as animals raises ethical considerations regarding animal rights,
environmental conservation, and how humans treat other species, emphasizing the need



for responsible stewardship and compassion towards all living beings.

Additional Resources
1. Sapiens: A Brief History of Humankind by Yuval Noah Harari
This book explores the history of Homo sapiens from the emergence of archaic human
species in the Stone Age up to the twenty-first century. Harari delves into how biology and
history have defined us and influenced our understanding of what it means to be human.
The narrative combines science, anthropology, and philosophy to question human nature
and societal development.

2. The Selfish Gene by Richard Dawkins
Dawkins presents a gene-centered view of evolution, arguing that genes are the primary
unit of natural selection. The book explains how human behavior and biology can be
understood through the lens of gene survival and replication. It challenges traditional views
of altruism and introduces the concept of the "selfish gene" as a driver of evolution.

3. Behave: The Biology of Humans at Our Best and Worst by Robert M. Sapolsky
This comprehensive book investigates the biological underpinnings of human behavior from
moments before an action to evolutionary history. Sapolsky integrates neuroscience,
psychology, and anthropology to explain why humans act the way they do. It's a deep dive
into the complexity of human impulses, morality, and social interactions.

4. The Blank Slate: The Modern Denial of Human Nature by Steven Pinker
Pinker challenges the idea that humans are born as blank slates, shaped entirely by
environment and culture. He argues that innate biological traits significantly influence
human nature. The book examines how acknowledging genetic influences does not negate
the role of culture but helps us better understand ourselves.

5. How the Mind Works by Steven Pinker
In this book, Pinker explores the cognitive functions that define human intelligence and
behavior. He combines insights from psychology, neuroscience, and evolutionary biology to
explain how the mind processes information and solves problems. The work offers a
detailed look at perception, emotion, and consciousness.

6. Guns, Germs, and Steel: The Fates of Human Societies by Jared Diamond
Diamond investigates the environmental and geographic factors that shaped the
development of human societies. He explains why some civilizations advanced faster than
others, focusing on agriculture, technology, and disease. The book provides a broad
perspective on human history and the forces that influenced societal evolution.

7. The Social Conquest of Earth by E.O. Wilson
Wilson examines the evolution of social behavior in humans and other species. He
discusses how cooperation and competition have driven human development and the
formation of complex societies. The book integrates biology, anthropology, and sociology to
explain the human condition.

8. Homo Deus: A Brief History of Tomorrow by Yuval Noah Harari
A follow-up to Sapiens, this book explores the future possibilities of human evolution
through technology and artificial intelligence. Harari addresses how humans might



transcend their biological limitations and what ethical challenges may arise. It prompts
readers to consider the next stages of human existence.

9. The Human Animal: A Personal View of the Human Species by Desmond Morris
Morris offers an intimate look at human beings from a zoologist’s perspective, comparing
humans to other animals. The book highlights our biological instincts, social behaviors, and
cultural practices. It provides a unique lens to understand the human species as part of the
animal kingdom.
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life in the light of a conception of who or what one is. The undeniable difference between us and
other animals defines the human condition and places a special responsibility on us to consider our
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sets out to show that, despite our inclination to believe otherwise, human behaviour is full of animal
instinct and reaction, and that whatever the species, we all share remarkable similarities.
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'Human Animals' presents a thought-provoking exploration of the metamorphosis between the
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Hamel delves into the anthropomorphic and therianthropic transformations with a clinical and
systematic approach, unpacking the conceivable methods such transitions could be realized, as well
as their potential reversals. The narrative is grounded in a literary style that weds scientific
discourse with speculative fiction, an amalgamation that situates it uniquely at the crossroads of
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transformation provides a rich backdrop to Hamel's discourse, tapping into a vein of mythological
and psychological significance that has long fascinated humanity. Frank Hamel, a keen observer of
the human condition and its flirtation with the animalistic, brings to his writing a profound
fascination with both the real and the imagined. His motivations for penning 'Human Animals' likely
stem from an era ripe with scientific discovery and psychological inquiry, where the boundaries of
the possible are pushed by the burgeoning fields of psychology and biology. This work likely reflects
Hamel's engagement with the themes of identity, evolution, and the inherent animal nature within
humans. 'Human Animals' is recommended for readers who yearn to traverse the shadowy corridors
between man and beast. It will most appeal to those with an interest in the psychological
underpinnings of transformation, admirers of meticulous speculative narratives, and connoisseurs of
literary works that provoke the imagination to ponder the limits of humanity. Hamel's offering is a
must-read for anyone contemplating the fluid interplay between our civilized selves and our primal
instincts.
  what is the human animal: The Human Animal Earthling Identity Carrie P. Freeman,
2020-12-01 With The Human Animal Earthling Identity Carrie P. Freeman asks us to reconsider the
devastating division we have created between the human and animal conditions, leading to mass
exploitation, injustice, and extinction. As a remedy, Freeman believes social movements should
collectively foster a cultural shift in human identity away from an egoistic anthropocentrism
(human-centered outlook) and toward a universal altruism (species-centered ethic), so people may
begin to see themselves more broadly as “human animal earthlings.” To formulate the basis for this
identity shift, Freeman examines overlapping values (supporting life, fairness, responsibility, and
unity) that are common in global rights declarations and in the current campaign messages of
sixteen global social movement organizations that work on human/civil rights, nonhuman animal
protection, and/or environmental issues, such as Amnesty International, Human Rights Watch,
CARE, People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals, the World Wildlife Fund, the Sea Shepherd
Conservation Society, the Nature Conservancy, the Rainforest Action Network, and Greenpeace. She
also interviews the leaders of these advocacy groups to gain their insights on how human and
nonhuman protection causes can become allies by engaging common opponents and activating
shared values and goals on issues such as the climate crisis, enslavement, extinction, pollution,
inequality, destructive farming and fishing, and threats to democracy. Freeman’s analysis of activist
discourse considers ethical ideologies on behalf of social justice, animal rights, and
environmentalism, using animal rights’ respect for sentient individuals as a bridge connecting
human rights to a more holistic valuing of species and ecological systems. Ultimately, Freeman uses
her findings to recommend a set of universal values around which all social movements’ campaign
messages can collectively cultivate respectful relations between “human animal earthlings,” fellow
sentient beings, and the natural world we share.
  what is the human animal: The Human Animal , 19??
  what is the human animal: Mimesis and the Human Animal Robert Storey, 1996-12-16 In
Mimesis and the Human Animal, Robert Storey argues that human culture derives from human
biology and that literary representation therefore must have a biological basis. As he ponders the
question What does it mean to say that art imitates life? he must consider both What is life? and
What is art? A unique approach to the subject of mimesis, Storey's book goes beyond the politicizing
of literature grounded in literary theory to develop a scientific basis for the creation of literature and
art.
  what is the human animal: The Human–Animal Boundary Nandita Batra, Mario Wenning,
2018-11-27 Throughout the centuries philosophers and poets alike have defended an essential
difference—rather than a porous transition—between the human and animal. Attempts to assign
essential properties to humans (e.g., language, reason, or morality) often reflected ulterior aims to
defend a privileged position for humans.. This book shifts the traditional anthropocentric focus of
philosophy and literature by combining the questions “What is human?” and “What is animal?” What
makes this collection unique is that it fills a lacuna in critical animal studies and the growing field of



ecocriticism. It is the first collection that establishes a productive encounter between philosophical
perspectives on the human–animal boundary and those that draw on fictional literature. The
objective is to establish a dialogue between those disciplines with the goal of expanding the
imaginative scope of human-animal relationships. The contributions thus do not only trace and
deconstruct the boundaries dividing humans and nonhuman animals, they also present the reader
with alternative perspectives on the porous continuum and surprising reversal of what appears as
human and what as nonhuman.
  what is the human animal: The Human Animal Eric T. Olson, 1999-09-02 Most philosophers
writing about personal identity in recent years claim that what it takes for us to persist through time
is a matter of psychology. In this groundbreaking new book, Eric Olson argues that such approaches
face daunting problems, and he defends in their place a radically non-psychological account of
personal identity. He defines human beings as biological organisms, and claims that no
psychological relation is either sufficient or necessary for an organism to persist. Rejecting several
famous thought experiments dealing with personal identity, he instead argues that one could survive
the destruction of all of one's psychological contents and capabilities as long as the human organism
remains alive.
  what is the human animal: Beyond the Human-Animal Divide Dominik Ohrem, Roman
Bartosch, 2017-11-21 This volume explores the potential of the concept of the creaturely for thinking
and writing beyond the idea of a clear-cut human-animal divide, presenting innovative perspectives
and narratives for an age which increasingly confronts us with the profound ecological, ethical and
political challenges of a multispecies world. The text explores written work such as Samuel Beckett’s
Worstward Ho and Michel Foucault's The Order of Things, video media such as the film Creature
Comforts and the video game Into the Dead, and photography. With chapters written by an
international group of philosophers, literary and cultural studies scholars, historians and others, the
volume brings together established experts and forward-thinking early career scholars to provide an
interdisciplinary engagement with ways of thinking and writing the creaturely to establish a
postanthropocentric sense of human-animal relationality.
  what is the human animal: The Human-Animal Relationship in Pre-Modern Turkish
Literature Dilek Bulut Sarikaya, 2023-01-09 In The Human-Animal Relationship in Pre-Modern
Turkish Literature: A Study of The Book of Dede Korkut and The Masnavi, Book I, II, Dilek Bulut
Sarikaya explores medieval Anatolia, where humans' connectivity to nonhuman animals was not yet
disrupted by the capitalist economic systems and demonstrates how ancient societies treated
nonhuman animals as self-conscious, spiritual individuals, capable of feeling pain with highly
advanced forms of intentionality.
  what is the human animal: The Elder Pliny on the Human Animal Pliny (the Elder.),
2005-03-17 Publisher description
  what is the human animal: Birds, Beasts and Burials: A study of the human-animal
relationship in Romano-British St. Albans Brittany Elayne Hill, 2017-04-30 Birds, Beasts and
Burials examines human-animal relationships as found in the mortuary record within the area of
Verulamium that is now situated in the modern town of St. Albans.
  what is the human animal: The Human Animal Phil Donahue, 1980
  what is the human animal: Art, Ethics and the Human-Animal Relationship Linda
Johnson, 2021-09-20 This book examines the works of major artists between the seventeenth and
nineteenth centuries, as important barometers of individual and collective values toward non-human
life. Once viewed as merely representational, these works can also be read as tangential or morally
instrumental by way of formal analysis and critical theories. Chapter Two demonstrates the
discrimination toward large and small felines in Genesis and The Book of Revelation. Chapter Three
explores the cruel capture of free roaming animals and how artists depicted their furs, feathers and
shells in costume as symbols of virtue and vice. Chapter Four identifies speciest beliefs between
donkeys and horses. Chapter Five explores the altered Dutch kitchen spaces and disguised food
animals in various culinary constructs in still life painting. Chapter Six explores the animal



substances embedded in pigments. Chapter Seven examines animals in absentia-in the crafting of
brushes. The book concludes with the fish paintings of William Merritt Chase whose glazing
techniques demonstrate an artistic approach that honors fishes as sentient beings.
  what is the human animal: Transformation of the Human-Animal Brigitte Arora,
2012-03-21 We are all immortal Beingsdeath is an illusion! This world and who we think ourselves to
be is only a temporary dream. But our existence within the darkness and ignorance of this lower
self-consciousness is of tremendous importance. It is here that we Homo sapiens have the
opportunity to transcend our present mind dominated human-animal consciousness. This is the
fundamental message that is received during the life-altering occurrence of Self-Realization. We
begin the spiritual journey of transformation in order to obtain liberation from the lower
self-consciousness by evolving into the Higher Self-consciousness, which is the next stage in
mankinds evolution. The effect of transcending the old consciousness poses many problems due to
powerful and dangerous alterations to our psyche and biological system. The transforming power of
kundalini can burn out the nervous system and unbalance the personality, from which it may never
recover. What role does kundalini and Grace play in our Awakening? How do we transcend our
animal traits? Can we use sex in order to go beyond sex? How do we adapt to living simultaneously
in the two opposing worlds of duality and Oneness? What is consciousness? What and who is the new
race that is going to replace the old man? Does time exist? What is the connection we have with our
Soul? Does God exist? Who is really in charge?
  what is the human animal: The Situationality of Human-Animal Relations Thiemo Breyer,
Thomas Widlok, 2018-11-09 Riding, hunting, fishing, bullfighting: Human-animal relations are
diverse. This anthology presents various case studies of situations in which humans and animals
come into contact and asks for the anthropological and philosophical implications of such
encounters. The contributions by renowned scholars such as Albert Piette and Kazuyoshi Sugawara
present multidisciplinary methodological reflections on concepts such as embodiment, emplacement,
or the »conditio animalia« (in addition to the »conditio humana«) as well as a consideration of the
term »situationality« within the field of anthropology.
  what is the human animal: The Educational Significance of Human and Non-Human
Animal Interactions Suzanne Rice, A. G. Rud, 2016-04-29 The Educational Significance of Human
and Non-Human Animal Interactions explores human animal/non-human animal interactions from
different disciplinary perspectives, from education policy to philosophy of education and
ecopedagogy. The authors refute the idea of anthropocentrism (the belief that human beings are the
central or most significant species on the planet) through an ethical investigation into animal and
human interactions, and 'real-life' examples of humans and animals living and learning together. In
doing so, Rice and Rud outline the idea that interactions between animals and humans are
educationally significant and vital in the classroom.
  what is the human animal: The Waltham Book of Human-Animal Interaction I. Robinson,
2013-10-22 The Waltham Book of Human-Animal Interaction: Benefits and Responsibilities of Pet
Ownership discusses the scientific study of the relationship between man and animals, focusing on
the behavior of companion animals, and how humans and animals affect each other's behavior. This
first half of this book discusses research on benefits that have been found to accumulate from
associations with animals, and the role of animals in care and therapy program. The responsibilities
toward the animals kept, and how to enhance their care and welfare are considered in the next
chapters. The human response to pet loss is also elaborated. This publication is beneficial to
veterinary students and individuals concerned with the study of human-animal interactions.
  what is the human animal: THE HUMAN ANIMAL Desmond Morris, 1994
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