
vice lord slang
vice lord slang refers to the unique set of terms, phrases, and coded language employed by the Vice
Lords, a prominent street gang originating in Chicago. This slang is deeply embedded in the gang's
culture and identity, serving as a means of communication, solidarity, and sometimes secrecy within
the group. Understanding Vice Lord slang provides valuable insight into the gang's history, social
dynamics, and influence on urban language. This article explores the origins of the Vice Lords, the
evolution and components of their slang, and its broader impact on popular culture and society.
Additionally, it examines common terms, their meanings, and how the slang reflects the gang’s
values and operations. The following sections will guide readers through these aspects in detail.

Origins of the Vice Lords

Evolution of Vice Lord Slang

Common Vice Lord Slang Terms and Meanings

The Role of Slang in Vice Lords' Culture

Impact of Vice Lord Slang on Popular Culture

Origins of the Vice Lords
The Vice Lords gang was founded in the 1950s on the West Side of Chicago. Initially formed as a
social club, it quickly evolved into one of the most influential and structured street gangs in the city.
The gang’s development was closely tied to the socio-economic challenges faced by African American
communities in Chicago during the mid-20th century. Vice Lords adopted identifiable symbols, colors,
and language as part of their group identity. The creation of unique slang terms was an essential
element, helping members communicate discreetly and establish a sense of belonging.

Evolution of Vice Lord Slang
Vice Lord slang has undergone significant changes since the gang's inception. Early slang was heavily
influenced by the cultural and social environment of Chicago’s South and West Sides, incorporating
elements from African American Vernacular English (AAVE) and street jargon. Over time, the slang
expanded to include coded language related to gang hierarchy, criminal activities, and territorial
references. The slang evolved as the Vice Lords expanded their reach, adapting to new social
contexts and interactions with rival gangs and law enforcement.

Influences on Vice Lord Slang
The development of Vice Lord slang was shaped by various factors, including:



Local Chicago street culture and vernacular

Interactions with other gangs and criminal organizations

The need for secrecy and coded communication

Media portrayal and popular culture adaptations

Changes Over Time
As the Vice Lords grew more organized, their slang became more complex, incorporating specialized
terms for ranks, roles, and operations. The slang also reflected shifts in the gang’s activities, such as
drug trafficking and territorial disputes. New generations of members introduced contemporary
linguistic trends, ensuring the slang remained relevant and adaptive to changing urban environments.

Common Vice Lord Slang Terms and Meanings
Vice Lord slang consists of a variety of terms that convey specific meanings within the gang’s context.
These terms often serve to identify members, describe activities, or assert territorial control. Below is
a selection of frequently used slang associated with the Vice Lords, along with their definitions.

Key Terms

Vice Lord – A member or affiliate of the gang, often used to express loyalty and identity.

Set – A specific group or faction within the larger Vice Lords organization, often associated with
a particular neighborhood or street.

Flag – The gang’s colors or symbols, used to mark territory or show affiliation.

Foot Soldier – A lower-ranking member involved in street-level activities like drug sales or
enforcement.

OG – Original Gangster; a respected veteran member who has demonstrated loyalty and
leadership.

Brick – A kilogram of drugs, commonly used in the context of drug trafficking.

Cap – To shoot or kill; often used in violent confrontations.

Trap – A location where drugs are sold, also known as a drug house.

Greenlight – Permission or approval to carry out a particular action, often related to gang
operations.



Usage in Communication
These terms are often combined or modified to create coded messages that only members can fully
understand. This linguistic strategy helps the Vice Lords maintain operational security and reinforce
group cohesion. It also establishes a unique identity that distinguishes members from outsiders and
rival groups.

The Role of Slang in Vice Lords' Culture
Vice Lord slang is more than just a collection of words; it is a cultural artifact that plays a crucial role
in the gang’s social structure and identity. The use of slang fosters unity among members and serves
as a marker of authenticity and commitment to the group’s values and objectives.

Identity and Solidarity
By using shared slang, Vice Lords reinforce their group identity and differentiate themselves from
other gangs and communities. This linguistic exclusivity builds trust and a sense of brotherhood
among members, which is essential for the gang’s survival and cohesion.

Communication and Secrecy
The coded nature of Vice Lord slang allows members to communicate sensitive information without
detection by law enforcement or rival gangs. This secrecy is vital for coordinating activities, avoiding
infiltration, and protecting members’ safety.

Hierarchy and Respect
Slang terms often reflect the gang’s hierarchical structure, with specific words denoting rank, status,
or achievements. Respect for senior members and adherence to the gang’s codes are frequently
expressed through the appropriate use of language.

Impact of Vice Lord Slang on Popular Culture
Vice Lord slang has transcended its origins and influenced broader aspects of popular culture,
especially in music, film, and urban fashion. The gang’s language has been incorporated into hip-hop
lyrics, movies depicting street life, and streetwear brands, reflecting the cultural significance of the
Vice Lords beyond their immediate environment.



Influence in Music
Many hip-hop artists from Chicago and other cities reference Vice Lord slang in their songs to convey
authenticity and connect with urban audiences. These references often highlight themes of struggle,
identity, and survival, resonating with listeners familiar with street culture.

Representation in Media
Films and documentaries about gang life frequently include Vice Lord slang to enhance realism and
provide insight into the gang’s social dynamics. While sometimes controversial, these portrayals
contribute to public awareness of the gang’s cultural impact.

Adoption in Street Culture
Elements of Vice Lord slang have been adopted by youth and other subcultures, sometimes detached
from their original meanings. This diffusion illustrates how linguistic expressions from marginalized
communities can shape and enrich urban vernacular.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does the term 'Vice Lord' mean in slang?
In slang, 'Vice Lord' refers to a member of a street gang originating in Chicago known for its
involvement in various criminal activities. The term is often used to denote affiliation with this gang.

Where did the slang term 'Vice Lord' originate?
The slang term 'Vice Lord' originated in Chicago during the 1950s and 1960s as the name of a
prominent street gang involved in organized crime and territorial control.

Is 'Vice Lord' slang associated with any specific culture or
community?
Yes, 'Vice Lord' slang is primarily associated with urban street culture, particularly within African
American communities in Chicago, where the gang has historical roots.

What are some common slang phrases related to 'Vice Lord'?
Common slang phrases related to 'Vice Lord' include 'VL' as an abbreviation, 'Vice Lord Nation'
referring to the gang's collective, and terms like 'OG' (Original Gangster) within the Vice Lords
community.



How is 'Vice Lord' slang used in music or popular culture?
In music, especially in hip-hop, 'Vice Lord' slang is often used to reference gang affiliation, street
credibility, or toughness. Artists from Chicago or those influenced by its culture might mention Vice
Lords in their lyrics.

Is it safe to use 'Vice Lord' slang casually?
Using 'Vice Lord' slang casually can be risky as it denotes gang affiliation and may be sensitive or
offensive in certain contexts. It's important to be aware of the cultural and social implications before
using such terms.

Additional Resources
1. Vice Lords Speak: The Language of the Streets
This book delves into the unique slang and communication style used by the Vice Lords, a prominent
street gang. It explores how their language reflects their identity, culture, and experiences in urban
environments. Readers gain insight into the evolution of their slang and its role in gang dynamics.

2. Code of the Vice Lords: A Slang Dictionary
Serving as a comprehensive glossary, this book compiles the most common terms and phrases used
within the Vice Lords community. Each entry includes definitions and contextual examples, making it
a valuable resource for linguists and those interested in street language. The book also touches on
the origins and meanings behind key slang words.

3. Inside Vice Lord Talk: Stories from the Streets
Through interviews and firsthand accounts, this book presents narratives that showcase the everyday
use of Vice Lord slang. It provides a vivid look at how language shapes social interactions and gang
culture. The stories reveal the complexities and nuances behind seemingly simple phrases.

4. Slang and Survival: Vice Lord Communication Strategies
Focusing on the strategic use of slang, this book analyzes how Vice Lords use coded language to
convey messages, maintain secrecy, and establish power. It highlights the role of slang in conflict
resolution, recruitment, and territorial control. The study offers a deeper understanding of language
as a tool for survival.

5. The Evolution of Vice Lord Slang: Past to Present
This book traces the historical development of Vice Lord slang from its origins to contemporary usage.
It examines social, cultural, and technological influences that have shaped the language over time.
Readers learn how the slang reflects broader changes in urban life and gang culture.

6. Vice Lord Slang in Music and Media
Exploring the impact of Vice Lord slang beyond the streets, this book looks at its presence in hip-hop,
movies, and social media. It investigates how the language is adopted, adapted, and sometimes
misunderstood by mainstream audiences. The book also discusses the implications of this cultural
crossover.

7. Street Lexicon: Decoding Vice Lord Slang
A practical guide aimed at decoding the often cryptic slang used by Vice Lords, this book helps



readers interpret phrases and symbols. It includes tips on recognizing context clues and
understanding regional variations. The book is particularly useful for social workers, law enforcement,
and educators.

8. Vice Lord Voices: The Power of Slang in Identity Formation
This sociolinguistic study explores how slang contributes to individual and group identity within the
Vice Lords. It discusses how language fosters belonging, resistance, and self-expression in
marginalized communities. The research highlights the dynamic relationship between slang and social
identity.

9. From Street to Script: Vice Lord Slang in Literature
Examining contemporary literature influenced by street culture, this book analyzes the incorporation
of Vice Lord slang in novels, poetry, and plays. It discusses the authenticity and challenges of
representing gang language in written form. The work offers insight into the artistic and cultural
significance of slang narratives.
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world of corruption and wickedness. All words are illustrated by a reference from a variety of
sources to prove their existence in alleys and dives throughout the English speaking world. This
entertaining book will give you hours of reading pleasure.
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  vice lord slang: A Dictionary of Slang, Jargon & Cant Albert Barrère, Charles Godfrey Leland,
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Barrère, Charles Godfrey Leland, 1897
  vice lord slang: Dictionary of Contemporary Slang Tony Thorne, 2014-02-27 With more than
7,000 definitions, this book provides a definitive guide to the use of slang today. It deals with drugs,
sport and contemporary society, as well as favourite slang topics such as sex and bodily functions. In
this fully updated fourth edition of the highly acclaimed Dictionary of Contemporary Slang, language
and culture expert Tony Thorne explores the ever-changing underworld of the English language,
bringing back intriguing examples of eccentricity and irreverence from the linguistic front-line.
Thorne is a kind of slang detective, going down the streets where other lexicographers fear to tread.
Daily Telegraph
  vice lord slang: The New Partridge Dictionary of Slang and Unconventional English: A-I
Eric Partridge, 2006 Entry includes attestations of the head word's or phrase's usage, usually in the
form of a quotation. Annotation ©2006 Book News, Inc., Portland, OR (booknews.com).
  vice lord slang: From Disgrace to Dignity Clemens Bartollas, 2019-01-14 From Disgrace to
Dignity: Redemption in the Life of Willie Rico Johnson examines the life of Rico Johnson who became
the head of the Conservative Vice Lords, one of the largest street gangs in the United States. In
addition to highlighting his life, this work considers how redemption has affected his life. In addition,
Minister Rico is identified as a Godfather. Much like the Godfathers found in organized crime
families, Rico sees himself as providing a positive force to Vice Lords' gang members. On one hand,
what this involves is taking care of their needs (he feeds 150 families a day) and, on the other hand,
providing guidance and direction for members' lives.
  vice lord slang: The Lingo Dictionary John Miller, 2011-05-19 This book contains a list of the
words and phrases that make Australian English so distinctive, together with explanations of
meaning and origin.--Provided by publisher.
  vice lord slang: Slangs Dictionary of Unconventional English Salim Khan Anmol, 2020-01-08
Slangs Dictionary of Unconventional English -is a recently launched book of Sakha Global Books
publication to hold good command over English language. This is an excellent resource for all
students who wish to learn, write and speak English language from zero level. Perfect for self-study,
the series follows a guided-learning approach that gives students access to a full answer key with
model answers. This book has been divided into sections and each section has been further divided
into lessons. have been given, wherever necessary. Also, exercises are given at the end of every
lesson for practice and solutions at the end of the book. This book has been designed to help you
learn English in an easy and proper way. This is a clearly structured introductory English learning
book intended to offer readers an advanced fluency in both spoken and written English. English
pronunciations are given in easy way helping the readers to understand the complexities of English
pronunciation. If one of those sounds familiar to you, perhaps you have found the right book. This
book is essential for you to break through and not only improving your spoken skills but developing
them so well regardless of your age. Armed with the proven tips, tricks, and techniques in this book,
you’ll discover that you’ll be soaring to an entirely new and exciting level of learning within days. On
top of that, these guidelines can be used nearly effortlessly. Proven Technique That Works You’ll
discover what “Immersion” is and how it can painlessly take you to a supreme status in your studies.
You’ll also learn about a related method of learning to pronounce English fearlessly. It’s called the
“Shadowing.” Once you try it you’ll realize why so many people praise its effectiveness. Salient
Features of the Book: • Self-Sufficient, Self-Study Book. • Detailed Explanation of English Grammar
Topics. • Easy tools for Written and Spoken English. • Complete Guide to Error-free usage of
English in day-to-day life. • Easy to Grasp Language for better understanding. English is not an easy
language to learn. But if you are using proper methods to learn and speak, you’ll find that your next
level of learning is just a click away. Learn and adopt these techniques, tips, and many more secrets
revealed in this book, and your English fluency will be on a whole different level in 60 days !
Remember: Practice doesn't make perfect. Perfect practice makes perfect. Download Now and Start
Speaking Fluent English! - Sakha Global Books
  vice lord slang: The New Partridge Dictionary of Slang and Unconventional English Tom



Dalzell, Terry Victor, 2015-06-26 Booklist Top of the List Reference Source The heir and successor to
Eric Partridge's brilliant magnum opus, The Dictionary of Slang and Unconventional English, this
two-volume New Partridge Dictionary of Slang and Unconventional English is the definitive record of
post WWII slang. Containing over 60,000 entries, this new edition of the authoritative work on slang
details the slang and unconventional English of the English-speaking world since 1945, and through
the first decade of the new millennium, with the same thorough, intense, and lively scholarship that
characterized Partridge's own work. Unique, exciting and, at times, hilariously shocking, key
features include: unprecedented coverage of World English, with equal prominence given to
American and British English slang, and entries included from Australia, New Zealand, Canada,
India, South Africa, Ireland, and the Caribbean emphasis on post-World War II slang and
unconventional English published sources given for each entry, often including an early or
significant example of the term’s use in print. hundreds of thousands of citations from popular
literature, newspapers, magazines, movies, and songs illustrating usage of the headwords dating
information for each headword in the tradition of Partridge, commentary on the term’s origins and
meaning New to this edition: A new preface noting slang trends of the last five years Over 1,000 new
entries from the US, UK and Australia New terms from the language of social networking Many
entries now revised to include new dating, new citations from written sources and new glosses The
New Partridge Dictionary of Slang and Unconventional English is a spectacular resource infused
with humour and learning – it’s rude, it’s delightful, and it’s a prize for anyone with a love of
language.
  vice lord slang: On Slang, Cant and Jargon John Henry Grafton Grattan, 1935
  vice lord slang: Criminal Justice Review , 1994
  vice lord slang: The American Photo Engraver , 1909
  vice lord slang: SPIN , 1994-07 From the concert stage to the dressing room, from the
recording studio to the digital realm, SPIN surveys the modern musical landscape and the culture
around it with authoritative reporting, provocative interviews, and a discerning critical ear. With
dynamic photography, bold graphic design, and informed irreverence, the pages of SPIN pulsate
with the energy of today's most innovative sounds. Whether covering what's new or what's next,
SPIN is your monthly VIP pass to all that rocks.
  vice lord slang: Roget's Thesaurus of English Words and Phrases Peter Mark Roget,
2021-01-01 Have you struggled for just the right phrase when grappling with a class assignment?
Crafting an office memo, do you want greater clarity and concision? Pounding away at a last-minute
blog entry, haven't you ever thought, There has to be a better word for this? Now there is. Under the
time-tested and respected banner of Roget's Thesaurus, here is an array of words and their
definitions organized by meaning. With this volume at your side, you need never be stalled or
stymied for an appropriate expression, whether speaking of the higher reaches of philosophy or
holding forth on art, music, or poetry--or other highbrow pastimes. The more you expand your
vocabulary, the richer and clearer your writing and conversation will become. And the better you'll
be able to say exactly what you mean, joining intellectual discussions with confidence that you've
found just the right words.
  vice lord slang: The London Review and Weekly Journal of Politics, Literature, Art, &
Society , 1860
  vice lord slang: Thesaurus of English Words and Phrases pra21, 2023-08-21 Unlock the
richness and depth of the English language with Thesaurus of English Words and Phrases: Roget's
Comprehensive Language Resource by Peter Mark Roget. Immerse yourself in the expansive world
of synonyms, antonyms, and related terms meticulously curated by Roget, providing writers,
speakers, and language enthusiasts with an indispensable tool for expression and communication. As
you explore the pages of this timeless resource, prepare to be amazed by Roget's meticulous
organization and comprehensive coverage of the English lexicon. Whether you're seeking the perfect
word to convey a thought or looking to expand your vocabulary, Roget's Thesaurus offers a wealth of
linguistic treasures at your fingertips. But amidst the abundance of words and phrases, one question



arises: How can Roget's Thesaurus empower individuals to express themselves more effectively and
creatively, enriching their communication and understanding of language? Delve into the intricacies
of language with Roget as your guide, as he provides insights into the subtle nuances and shades of
meaning that distinguish one word from another, allowing you to navigate the vast landscape of
linguistic expression with precision and clarity. Are you ready to elevate your language skills and
unlock new dimensions of expression? Engage with Roget's comprehensive language resource,
exploring its wealth of synonyms, antonyms, and related terms to enhance your writing, speaking,
and comprehension abilities. Don't miss the opportunity to harness the power of words with
Thesaurus of English Words and Phrases: Roget's Comprehensive Language Resource. Dive into
Roget's classic work now, and discover the endless possibilities of linguistic exploration and
expression. Seize the chance to expand your linguistic horizons and deepen your appreciation for the
beauty and versatility of the English language. Purchase your copy of Thesaurus of English Words
and Phrases: Roget's Comprehensive Language Resource today and embark on a journey of
linguistic discovery and mastery.
  vice lord slang: The Saturday Review of Politics, Literature, Science, Art, and Finance ,
1888
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