
who ruled over south america

who ruled over south america is a question that delves into the rich and complex history of one of
the world's most diverse continents. South America has been home to various powerful empires,
indigenous civilizations, and colonial powers that shaped its political and cultural landscape. From
ancient indigenous rulers to the European colonizers and the emergence of independent nations,
understanding who ruled over South America involves exploring different time periods and regions.
This article provides an in-depth look at the major rulers and empires that controlled South America
throughout history. It covers the indigenous empires before European arrival, the colonial era
dominated by Spain and Portugal, and the subsequent formation of modern nations. To guide readers
through this broad topic, a detailed table of contents outlines the key sections discussed below.

Pre-Columbian Civilizations and Indigenous Rulers

European Colonization and Colonial Rule

Key Colonial Powers: Spain and Portugal

Independence Movements and Formation of Nations

Post-Independence Leadership and Governance

Pre-Columbian Civilizations and Indigenous Rulers
Before European contact, South America was governed by several sophisticated and powerful
indigenous civilizations that exerted control over vast territories. These societies had their own
systems of governance, culture, and social organization, ruling over different regions of the continent.

The Inca Empire
The Inca Empire was the largest and most influential pre-Columbian state in South America.
Originating in the Andean region, the Incas established a centralized government with the Sapa Inca
as the supreme ruler, believed to be a descendant of the sun god Inti. The empire extended across
modern-day Peru, Ecuador, Bolivia, Chile, Argentina, and Colombia, unifying diverse peoples under a
single political structure.

Other Indigenous Cultures with Leadership Structures
Besides the Incas, several other indigenous groups had complex societies and leadership systems.
These included the Mapuche in southern Chile and Argentina, the Guarani in Paraguay and Brazil, and
the Muisca in present-day Colombia. These groups maintained autonomy and governance over their
territories prior to European intervention.



The Mapuche resisted Spanish conquest for centuries under chiefs known as toquis.

The Muisca Confederation was governed by a system of chieftains called zipas and zaques.

Many Amazonian tribes had decentralized leadership but were influential in their regions.

European Colonization and Colonial Rule
The arrival of European explorers in the late 15th and early 16th centuries marked a major shift in
who ruled over South America. Spain and Portugal, the principal colonial powers, established vast
colonies, imposing new political structures and exploiting the continent's resources.

Spanish Conquest and Governance
Spain quickly established dominance over much of South America after the conquests of the Inca
Empire by Francisco Pizarro and other conquistadors. The Spanish Crown appointed viceroys to
govern large territories such as the Viceroyalty of Peru and the Viceroyalty of New Granada,
exercising strict control through colonial administrations.

Portuguese Control of Brazil
Portugal claimed and ruled over what is now Brazil, establishing the Captaincy system and later the
Viceroyalty of Brazil. Portuguese governance focused on resource extraction, sugar plantations, and
later gold mining, with the colonial administration centered in Rio de Janeiro and São Paulo.

Colonial governments were hierarchical, with viceroys and governors appointed by the
European monarchies.

Indigenous populations were subjected to encomienda and repartimiento systems, exploiting
their labor.

Colonial economies were designed to benefit the European powers, shaping social and political
hierarchies.

Key Colonial Powers: Spain and Portugal
Spain and Portugal were the primary rulers over South America during the colonial period, dividing
the continent through the Treaty of Tordesillas in 1494. This agreement delineated their respective
spheres of influence and set the stage for centuries of colonial rule.



Spanish Empire's Influence
The Spanish Empire controlled the western and southern parts of South America, including modern
countries such as Peru, Colombia, Argentina, Chile, and Venezuela. The empire was characterized by
its centralized administration, Catholic missionary efforts, and exploitation of mineral wealth like silver
from Potosí.

Portuguese Empire in Brazil
Portugal's rule in Brazil was marked by a focus on plantation agriculture, particularly sugarcane, and
later gold and diamond mining. Portuguese colonial rulers implemented a system that encouraged
settlement and economic development aligned with the interests of the Portuguese Crown.

The division of South America between Spain and Portugal was instrumental in shaping
linguistic and cultural boundaries.

Both empires faced resistance from indigenous populations and African slaves brought to the
continent.

Colonial rule introduced European legal systems, Christianity, and new social hierarchies.

Independence Movements and Formation of Nations
By the late 18th and early 19th centuries, movements for independence swept across South America,
ending European colonial rule and establishing sovereign nations. These movements were led by
influential figures who sought to overthrow colonial governments and create new republics.

Key Independence Leaders
Prominent leaders such as Simón Bolívar, José de San Martín, and Bernardo O’Higgins played pivotal
roles in liberating territories from Spanish and Portuguese control. Their efforts resulted in the
creation of independent countries across the continent.

Emergence of Modern South American States
Following independence, former colonies transitioned into republics with varying political systems.
Borders were redrawn as new nations like Argentina, Chile, Colombia, Venezuela, Peru, and Brazil
emerged, each with its own leaders and governance structures.

Simón Bolívar is known as "The Liberator" for his role in northern South America.

José de San Martín led liberation campaigns in southern regions including Argentina and Chile.



Brazil’s independence was declared by Dom Pedro I, establishing a constitutional monarchy.

Post-Independence Leadership and Governance
After gaining independence, South American countries experienced varied leadership styles and
political developments. The question of who ruled over South America evolved from colonial
monarchies to independent governments, including republics, dictatorships, and democracies.

Political Evolution in the 19th and 20th Centuries
Many countries underwent periods of political instability, military coups, and authoritarian regimes.
However, democratic institutions also emerged and solidified over time, with elected presidents and
parliamentary systems governing most nations.

Contemporary Governance
Today, South America is comprised of independent countries each led by elected officials. The region
continues to develop politically and economically while respecting its diverse cultural heritage and
historical legacies of past rulers.

Most South American countries are republics with presidents as heads of state.

Regional organizations promote cooperation among countries.

Leadership reflects the continent’s complex history of indigenous, colonial, and postcolonial
influences.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who were the main colonial powers that ruled over South
America?
The main colonial powers that ruled over South America were Spain and Portugal. Spain controlled
most of the continent, while Portugal ruled over present-day Brazil.

Which empire ruled large parts of South America before
European colonization?
The Inca Empire was the largest empire in pre-Columbian South America, ruling vast territories along



the western coast before Spanish conquest.

When did South American countries gain independence from
colonial rule?
Most South American countries gained independence between 1810 and 1825, following a series of
wars and revolutions against Spanish and Portuguese rule.

Did any indigenous groups maintain control over parts of
South America after European colonization?
While many indigenous groups resisted colonization, most were eventually subdued or integrated.
However, some communities in remote areas retained a degree of autonomy.

Which European country ruled Brazil during the colonial
period?
Portugal ruled Brazil during the colonial period, establishing it as a Portuguese colony from 1500 until
its independence in 1822.

Additional Resources
1. Empires of the Incas: The Rise and Fall of South America's Greatest Civilization
This book explores the Inca Empire, the largest empire in pre-Columbian America, detailing its rise to
power in the Andean region. It covers the political structure, leadership, and military strategies that
allowed the Incas to rule vast territories. The narrative also delves into the empire's cultural
achievements and eventual conquest by Spanish forces.

2. Conquistadors and Kings: The Spanish Conquest of South America
Focusing on the 16th-century Spanish conquest, this book examines the key figures like Francisco
Pizarro and their campaigns that led to Spanish dominance over indigenous South American empires.
It discusses the impact of colonial rule on native populations and the establishment of colonial
administrations. The book provides insight into the blend of European and native influences that
shaped the region's history.

3. The Portuguese Crown and the Rule of Brazil
This work details the Portuguese colonial rule over Brazil, from early exploration to the establishment
of a royal colony. It highlights the governance structure imposed by the Portuguese monarchy and the
economic systems based on sugar plantations and slavery. The book also addresses the social and
political changes leading up to Brazil’s independence.

4. Indigenous Kingdoms and Leaders of Pre-Colonial South America
This book offers a comprehensive look at the various indigenous groups and their leaders before
European colonization. It covers lesser-known kingdoms and chiefdoms, their governance, social
organization, and territorial influence. The text emphasizes the diversity and complexity of indigenous
rule across the continent.



5. The Bourbon Reforms and Spanish Rule in South America
Examining the 18th-century Bourbon Reforms, this book analyzes how the Spanish Crown attempted
to strengthen control over its South American colonies. It discusses the administrative, economic, and
military changes imposed and their effects on colonial society. The book also explores the rising
tensions that contributed to independence movements.

6. Simón Bolívar and the Liberation of South America
This biography focuses on Simón Bolívar, one of the most pivotal figures in South American history,
who led multiple countries to independence from Spanish rule. It chronicles his military campaigns,
political vision, and efforts to unify the continent. The book portrays Bolívar’s complex legacy as both
a liberator and ruler.

7. Post-Colonial Leaders and the Formation of South American Nations
Covering the period after independence, this book discusses the emergence of new political leaders
who shaped the early republics of South America. It highlights their challenges in nation-building,
governance, and regional conflicts. The text provides insight into how leadership evolved in the post-
colonial era.

8. Jesuit Missions and Indigenous Leadership in Colonial South America
This book explores the role of Jesuit missions in South America and their interactions with indigenous
leaders. It examines how missions acted as centers of both religious conversion and political
influence. The narrative also considers the complex relationships between missionaries, native
populations, and colonial authorities.

9. The Military Dictatorships of 20th Century South America
Focusing on the authoritarian regimes that ruled various South American countries during the 20th
century, this book analyzes the rise of military leaders and their impact on society. It covers the
causes, key figures, and consequences of these dictatorships. The book also addresses the struggle
for democracy and human rights in the region.
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wine, in one fully up-to-date A-Z volume! The Oxford Companion to Wine is a uniquely
comprehensive and in-depth A-Z reference book on every aspect of wine: more than 4,000 entries
covering topics from history through geography, geology, soil science, viticulture, winemaking,
packaging, academia, technology, and regulations to people and places, tasting, writing, and the
language of wine. The system of cross-references takes the reader from one entry to another,
showing how all these topics are interconnected in the fascinating story of wine in its most
traditional and modern forms. This new fifth edition, which benefits from the knowledge and
experience of over one hundred new contributors, all experts in their field or geographical region, is
expanded by 272 new entries, and every existing entry has been reviewed, updated, and polished.
The text is more international than ever, written for wine lovers of every persuasion, including those
who love wine but want to know more in order to increase their enjoyment of this endlessly
fascinating liquid, and those who are intent on studying wine, professionally or privately. This is a
huge treasure trove of knowledge, for the first time breaking the barrier of one million words, but
the alphabetical format and the links between the entries make it easily navigable, and the language,
while not shying away from complex science, is intended to open the door to every curious reader
looking for answers on every question they have ever wanted to ask about wine.
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faced when they tried to build new social orders after years of war, which granted the military
unprecedented power.
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Richard Ratcliffe Farr, John Lee Buchanan, George R. Pace, 1879
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  who ruled over south america: American Trinity Larry Len Peterson, 2017-09-11 American
Trinity is for everyone who loves the American West and wants to learn more about the good, the
bad, and the ugly. It is a sprawling story with a scholarly approach in method but accessible in
manner. In this innovative examination, Dr. Larry Len Peterson explores the origins, development,
and consequences of hatred and racism from the time modern humans left Africa 100,000 years ago



to the forced placement of Indian children on off-reservation schools far from home in the late
1800s. Along the way, dozens of notable individuals and cultures are profiled. Many historical events
turned on the lives of legendary Americans like the Father of the West, Thomas Jefferson, and the
Son of the West, George Armstrong Custer - two strange companions who shared an unshakable
sense of their own skills - as their interpretation of truths motivated them in the winning of the West.
Dr. Peterson reveals how anti-Indian sentiments were always only obliquely about them. They were
victims but not the cause. The Indian was a symbol, not a real person. The politics of hate and
racism directed toward them was also experienced in prior centuries by Jews, enslaved Africans, and
other Christians. Hatred and racism, when taken into the public domain, are singularly difficult to
justify, which is why Europeans and Americans have always sought vindication from the highest
sources of authority in their cultures. In the Middle Ages it was religion supplemented later by the
philosophy of the Enlightenment. In nineteenth-century Europe and America, religion and
philosophy were joined by science and medicine to support Manifest Destiny, scientific racism, and
social Darwinism, all of which had profound consequences on Native Americans and the Spirit of the
West. Presenting research in anthropology, archaeology, biology, history, law, medicine, religion,
philosophy, and psychology, Dr. Peterson provides the latest observations that delineate why the
Native American's life was destroyed. American Trinity is a stunning portrait, a view at once unique,
panoramic, and intimate. It is a fascinating book that will make you think about the differences
between belief and knowledge; about the self-skepticism of science and medicine; and about what
aspects of the world we take on faith.
  who ruled over south america: Who Rules in Science? James Robert Brown, 2009-07-01 What
if something as seemingly academic as the so-called science wars were to determine how we live?
This eye-opening book reveals how little we've understood about the ongoing pitched battles
between the sciences and the humanities--and how much may be at stake. James Brown's starting
point is C. P. Snow's famous book, Two Cultures and the Scientific Revolution, which set the terms
for the current debates. But that little book did much more than identify two new, opposing cultures,
Brown contends: It also claimed that scientists are better qualified than nonscientists to solve
political and social problems. In short, the true significance of Snow's treatise was its focus on the
question of who should rule--a question that remains vexing, pressing, and politically explosive
today. In Who Rules in Science? Brown takes us through the various engagements in the science
wars--from the infamous Sokal affair to angry confrontations over the nature of evidence, the
possibility of objectivity, and the methods of science--to show how the contested terrain may be
science, but the prize is political: Whoever wins the science wars will have an unprecedented
influence on how we are governed. Brown provides the most comprehensive and balanced
assessment yet of the science wars. He separates the good arguments from the bad, and exposes the
underlying message: Science and social justice are inextricably linked. His book is essential reading
if we are to understand the forces making and remaking our world.
  who ruled over south america: The Werner Grammar School Geography Horace Sumner
Tarbell, 1896
  who ruled over south america: Sacred Places Around the World Brad Olsen, 2004-02-01
World travelers and armchair tourists who want to explore the mythology and archaeology of the
ruins, sanctuaries, mountains, lost cities, and temples of ancient civilizations will find this guide
ideal. Detailed here are the monuments and sites where ancient peoples once gathered to perform
sacred rituals and ceremonies to worship various gods and to achieve spiritual enlightenment.
Important archaeological, historical, and geological destinations worldwide are profiled, from the
Great Pyramid in Egypt and the Forbidden City in China to the Temples of Angkor in Cambodia and
Mount Shasta in California. Sites are described in historical and cultural context, and practical
contemporary travel information is provided, including detailed maps, drawings, photographs, and
travel directions.
  who ruled over south america: David Wallace Goes to India Jayesh Shah, 2012-02-29 This
book shows how Hinduism, Indian culture and present-day India may appear to an outsider. It also



shows Indian diaspora in different countries. A young boy from another country attempts to learn
about India and finds many contradictions. He gets frustrated when he visits India and is determined
to change it.
  who ruled over south america: How They Lived James Ciment, 2015-12-14 Ideal for history
majors, nonhistory majors taking history courses, as well as general readers, this book provides not
only the primary documents and artifacts of ordinary people in history, but also annotations that
help the reader put them into context and grasp their deeper meaning. This two-volume work
explores daily life across human history through primary sources, making use of this primary source
material as well as detailed analysis to help readers understand and use these sources as evidence of
how life used to be. The diverse selection of sources includes artifacts, inscriptions, histories, letters,
and first-hand accounts, ranging from ancient times to the emergence of modern Europe to the
present day. This set makes use of an innovative layout: facing pages contain a primary source
selection on the left side, with the introduction and analysis on the right side. This facing-pages
layout allows readers to access the text information and the primary source itself without any
distracting page-turning. Unlike most other books on history that relay key, momentous events in
history and tales regarding kings and generals, aristocrats, and the highly educated, How They
Lived: An Annotated Tour of Daily Life through History in Primary Sources includes significant
coverage of ordinary people and interesting information about everyday life at all levels of society.
As a result, this collection helps close the gap in what students of history are typically exposed to
through its presentation of both written documents and images of artifacts.
  who ruled over south america: America's Urban History Lisa Krissoff Boehm, Steven Hunt
Corey, 2014-10-30 The history of the American city is, in many ways, the history of the United
States. Although rural traditions have also left their impact on the country, cities and urban living
have been vital components of America for centuries, and an understanding of the urban experience
is essential to comprehending America’s past. America’s Urban History is an engaging and
accessible overview of the life of American cities, from Native American settlements before the
arrival of Europeans to the present-day landscape of suburban sprawl, urban renewal, and a heavily
urbanized population. The book provides readers with a rich chronological and thematic narrative,
covering themes including: The role of cities in the European settlement of North America Cities and
westward expansion Social reform in the industrialized cities The impact of the New Deal The
growth of the suburbs The relationships between urban forms and social issues of race, class, and
gender Covering the evolving story of the American city with depth and insight, America's Urban
History will be the first stop for all those seeking to explore the American urban experience.
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Petit Déjeuner et Café : Soldes Expresso Broyeur avec la livraison en 1 jour avec Fnac +. Retrouvez
tous nos produits Soldes Expresso Broyeur ou d’autres
Machines à café à grain, cafetières broyeur pas cher - Auchanfr Large sélection de machines à
café avec broyeur. Petits prix. Livraison rapide à domicile, en point relais, en drive ou en magasin
Best Thailand Vacations, Tours, Trips & Luxury Travel 2025/2026 Experience Thailand’s
golden temples, lush jungles, and pristine beaches with A&K's Luxury Vacation, tailored for a
tropical escape
Thailand Luxury Tours & Vacation Packages 2024 & 2025 Enjoy stress-free luxury Thailand
tours with Exotic Voyages; Experience the best of Thailand’s culture, nature and cuisine in the most
relaxing way
Luxury Thailand Vacations 2025 & 2026 - Out Of Office Experience luxury Thailand vacations
with exotic beaches, vibrant cities, and world-class resorts. Enjoy bespoke luxury trips to Thailand,
exclusive luxury Thailand vacation packages, and
Luxury Thailand Vacations, Trips & Tours | Scott Dunn US Rich cuisine, sun-drenched beach
trips, and immersive cultural experiences, topped with 5-star accommodation and unique local
insights – this is a luxury Thailand vacation with Scott Dunn.
Luxury Thailand Tours, Private & Tailor-made 2025/2026 | Jacada Travel Ignite your senses
with a tailor-made trip to Thailand. Sample local delicacies, explore northern temples and sail to
pristine islands in luxury and style
10 Best Luxury Thailand Tours & Trips 2025/2026 - TourRadar Find the right luxury tour in
Thailand with TourRadar. Choose from 36 trips with 127 customer reviews. Book now and save with
TourRadar.com!
Private Luxury Thailand Tours | Vacation Packages & Honeymoons Travel Thailand your way
with Explorient. Our luxury vacations feature private tours & personalized itineraries perfect for
honeymooners, couples & families
Thailand Luxury Trips | Luxury Trip to Thailand | Enchanting Indulge in a Luxury Trip to
Thailand with Enchanting Travels. Discover golden temples, tropical beaches & vibrant culture.
Book your getaway today!
Luxury vacations in Thailand | Travel guide | Audley Travel US Thailand has built up a
sophisticated selection of luxury experiences and our specialists have picked out the best
Thailand Luxury Trips: Handcrafted Travel Experiences Explore Thailand's wonders with
Extraordinary Journeys expertly crafted luxury trips. Immerse yourself in Thai culture, cuisine, and
breathtaking landscapes
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