what is the jakarta method

what is the jakarta method is a question that delves into a complex and controversial
chapter of Cold War history. The Jakarta Method refers to a series of covert operations and
mass killings that occurred in Indonesia during the mid-1960s, which played a critical role in
the country's political transformation. This term encapsulates a systematic campaign of
violence and repression aimed primarily at communists and alleged sympathizers, resulting
in the deaths of hundreds of thousands of people. Understanding what the Jakarta Method
entails involves exploring the historical context, the mechanisms utilized to carry out the
campaign, and its lasting impact on Indonesia and global geopolitics. This article provides a
detailed examination of the Jakarta Method, including its origins, execution, international
involvement, and legacy. The following sections will guide readers through these aspects to
offer a comprehensive understanding of this historical phenomenon.

Historical Context of the Jakarta Method

Execution and Mechanisms of the Jakarta Method

International Involvement and Geopolitical Implications

Impact and Legacy of the Jakarta Method

Historical Context of the Jakarta Method

The Jakarta Method emerged amid intense political and ideological conflicts in Indonesia
during the early 1960s. At the time, Indonesia was led by President Sukarno, whose
administration leaned towards nationalist and leftist policies, with significant support from
the Indonesian Communist Party (PKI). This alignment caused alarm among conservative
military factions and Western governments concerned about the spread of communism in
Southeast Asia during the height of the Cold War. The ideological battle between
communism and anti-communism set the stage for political instability and eventual violent
conflict. Understanding this context is essential to grasp why and how the Jakarta Method
was conceived and implemented.

Political Climate in Indonesia Pre-1965

Prior to the events of 1965, Indonesia was characterized by a fragile coalition government,
with President Sukarno attempting to balance various ideological groups, including
nationalists, Islamists, and communists. The PKI had grown to become one of the largest
communist parties outside the Soviet Union and China. However, tensions between the PKI
and the Indonesian military escalated, fueled by mutual suspicion and competing visions for
the country’s future. The political climate was volatile, marked by increasing polarization



and unrest.

The 30 September Movement

The immediate catalyst for the Jakarta Method was the alleged coup attempt by the so-
called 30 September Movement in 1965, which resulted in the assassination of several top
military leaders. The military, led by General Suharto, blamed the PKI for the uprising,
though the exact facts remain disputed. This event provided the justification for a
widespread anti-communist purge orchestrated by the military and supported by various
civilian groups. The Jakarta Method became the label for the systematic elimination of
alleged communists following this pivotal moment.

Execution and Mechanisms of the Jakarta Method

The Jakarta Method involved a coordinated campaign of

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Jakarta Method?

The Jakarta Method refers to a covert campaign of mass killings and political repression
carried out in Indonesia during the mid-1960s, targeting suspected communists and leftists.
It was supported by the Indonesian military and had backing from Western governments.

Why is it called the Jakarta Method?

It is called the Jakarta Method because the mass killings and anti-communist purges were
orchestrated and coordinated from Indonesia's capital, Jakarta, serving as a model for
similar operations in other countries.

What historical impact did the Jakarta Method have?

The Jakarta Method resulted in the deaths of an estimated 500,000 to 1 million people and
led to the establishment of a military dictatorship under Suharto in Indonesia. It also
influenced anti-communist campaigns in Latin America and elsewhere during the Cold War.

How did the Jakarta Method affect international
relations during the Cold War?

The Jakarta Method was part of broader Cold War strategies where Western powers,
particularly the United States, supported anti-communist regimes and operations to
suppress leftist movements, significantly shaping geopolitical alliances and conflicts.



Is the Jakarta Method still relevant today?

Yes, the Jakarta Method remains relevant as a subject of historical analysis and human
rights discussions. It highlights the consequences of state-sponsored violence and the
impact of Cold War policies on developing nations.

Are there any recent documentaries or books about the
Jakarta Method?

Yes, recent works like Vincent Bevins' book 'The Jakarta Method' and several documentaries
have brought renewed attention to this dark chapter, exploring its causes, effects, and
legacy in Indonesia and beyond.

Additional Resources

1. The Jakarta Method: Washington's Anticommunist Crusade and the Mass Murder Program
that Shaped Our World

This book by Vincent Bevins explores the covert U.S.-backed campaign of mass killings and
repression in Indonesia during the mid-1960s. It reveals how the CIA and Western
governments supported the anti-communist purge that resulted in the deaths of hundreds
of thousands of suspected communists and leftists. Bevins connects these events to a
broader pattern of Cold War-era interventions and their lasting global impact.

2. Death and the Penguin: Cold War Violence and the Jakarta Method

This work examines the violent anti-communist purges under the Jakarta Method,
contextualizing the events within the global Cold War struggle. The author delves into the
mechanisms of state violence and propaganda used to justify mass repression. The book
also discusses the international complicity in these atrocities and their consequences for
Indonesian society.

3. Indonesia’s Darkest Hour: The Political Massacres of 1965-66

Focusing specifically on Indonesia, this book provides a detailed account of the political
upheaval and mass killings following the alleged coup attempt in 1965. It analyzes the roles
played by the Indonesian military, political factions, and foreign intelligence agencies. The
narrative reveals the scale and brutality of the Jakarta Method as a tool for political
domination.

4. Cold War Crimes: The Global Spread of the Jakarta Method

This title explores how the Jakarta Method served as a model for anti-communist purges
beyond Indonesia, influencing similar campaigns in Latin America, Southeast Asia, and
elsewhere. The author investigates the exportation of tactics involving death squads,
psychological warfare, and political repression. It highlights the interconnectedness of Cold
War-era violence and U.S. foreign policy.

5. Silencing the Left: The History of Anti-Communist Repression in Southeast Asia

This book delves into the broader history of anti-communist repression in Southeast Asia,
with a significant focus on Indonesia’s Jakarta Method. It traces the political developments
that led to widespread purges and examines the cultural and social impact on affected
communities. The analysis includes testimonies from survivors and historical



documentation.

6. Mass Murder in the Cold War: The Politics Behind the Jakarta Method

This scholarly work investigates the political motivations and international alliances that
enabled the mass killings associated with the Jakarta Method. It situates the Indonesian
atrocities within the larger framework of Cold War geopolitics and ideological conflict. The
book provides a critical assessment of the role played by Western governments and
military forces.

7. Remembering the Forgotten: Survivors of the Jakarta Method Massacres

Focusing on personal stories and oral histories, this book brings forward the voices of
survivors and families affected by the Jakarta Method purges. It sheds light on the human
cost of political violence and the ongoing struggle for justice and recognition. The narrative
emphasizes remembrance and reconciliation in post-authoritarian Indonesia.

8. Counterinsurgency and Mass Violence: Lessons from the Jakarta Method

This book examines the Jakarta Method as a case study in counterinsurgency tactics
involving mass violence and political suppression. It discusses the strategic use of terror to
dismantle opposition movements and the ethical implications of such methods. The
analysis extends to contemporary counterinsurgency practices influenced by this historical
example.

9. The CIA and the Jakarta Method: Secrets of Cold War Intervention

This investigative work uncovers the covert involvement of the CIA in orchestrating and
supporting the anti-communist purges in Indonesia. It draws on declassified documents,
interviews, and historical research to map the extent of U.S. intervention. The book
highlights the clandestine operations that shaped Indonesia’s political landscape during the
Cold War.
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what is the jakarta method: The Jakarta Method Vincent Bevins, 2020-05-19 NAMED ONE OF
THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY NPR, THE FINANCIAL TIMES, AND GQ “A radical new history
of the United States abroad” (Wall Street Journal) which uncovers U.S. complicity in the
mass-killings of left-wing activists in Indonesia, Latin America and around the world In 1965, the US
government helped the Indonesian military kill approximately one million innocent
civilians—eliminating the largest Communist Party outside China and the Soviet Union and inspiring
other copycat terror programs. In this bold and comprehensive new history, Vincent Bevins draws
from recently declassified documents, archival research, and eyewitness testimony to reveal a
shocking legacy that spans the globe. For decades, it’s been believed that the developing world
passed peacefully into the US-led capitalist system. The Jakarta Method demonstrates that the brutal
extermination of unarmed leftists was a fundamental part of Washington’s final triumph in the Cold
War.
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what is the jakarta method: Summary of Vincent Bevins's The Jakarta Method Everest
Media,, 2022-03-19T22:59:00Z Please note: This is a companion version & not the original book.
Sample Book Insights: #1 The United States, a Western European settler colony in North America,
emerged from World War II as the most powerful state on Earth. The country came to represent and
champion revolutionary, democratic ideals, but internally, things were much more complicated. #2
The American people were proud of their country after World War 11, as they had stood up to an
entirely evil system and had won. #3 The Soviet Union was the second most-powerful country in
1945, after the United States. However, the Soviets had suffered massive losses during the war, and
their population was decimated. They were also far weaker than the United States in every way that
counts. #4 The Third World was the term used to describe the majority of the world’s population,
who lived under the control of European colonialism in the 1950s.

what is the jakarta method: Summary of Vincent Bevins's The Jakarta Method Milkyway
Media, 2022-04-21 Please note: This is a companion version & not the original book. Book Preview:
#1 The United States, a Western European settler colony in North America, emerged from World
War II as the most powerful state on Earth. The country came to represent and champion
revolutionary, democratic ideals, but internally, things were much more complicated. #2 The
American people were proud of their country after World War II, as they had stood up to an entirely
evil system and had won. #3 The Soviet Union was the second mostpowerful country in 1945, after
the United States. However, the Soviets had suffered massive losses during the war, and their
population was decimated. They were also far weaker than the United States in every way that
counts. #4 The Third World was the term used to describe the majority of the world’s population,
who lived under the control of European colonialism in the 1950s.

what is the jakarta method: Vulture Capitalism Grace Blakeley, 2025-01-14 This timely
manifesto from an acclaimed journalist illustrates how corporate and political elites have used
planned capitalism to advance their own interests at the expense of the rest of us--and how we can
take back our economy for all. It's easy to look at the state of the world around us and feel hopeless.
We live in an era marked by war, climate crisis, political polarization, and acute inequality--and yet
many of us feel powerless to do anything about these profound issues. Tracing over a century of
neoliberal planning and backdoor bailouts, Blakeley takes us on a deeply reported tour of the
corporate crimes, political manoeuvring, and economic manipulation that elites have used to
enshrine a global system of 'vulture capitalism'--planned capitalist economies that benefit
corporations and the uber-wealthy at the expense of the rest of us--at every level, from states to
empires. Blakeley exposes the cracks already emerging within capitalism, lighting a path forward for
how we can democratize our economy, not just our politics, to ensure true freedom for all. --

what is the jakarta method: The Paranoid Style in American Diplomacy Brandon
Wolfe-Hunnicutt, 2021-06-01 A new history of Middle East oil and the deep roots of American
violence in Iraq. Iraq has been the site of some of the United States' longest and most sustained
military campaigns since the Vietnam War. Yet the origins of US involvement in the country remain
deeply obscured—cloaked behind platitudes about advancing democracy or vague notions of
American national interests. With this book, Brandon Wolfe-Hunnicutt exposes the origins and deep
history of US intervention in Iraq. The Paranoid Style in American Diplomacy weaves together
histories of Arab nationalists, US diplomats, and Western oil execs to tell the parallel stories of the
Iraq Petroleum Company and the resilience of Iraqi society. Drawing on new evidence—the private
records of the IPC, interviews with key figures in Arab oil politics, and recently declassified US
government documents—Wolfe-Hunnicutt covers the arc of the twentieth century, from the pre-WWI
origins of the IPC consortium and decline of British Empire, to the beginnings of covert US action in
the region, and ultimately the nationalization of the Iraqi oil industry and perils of postcolonial
politics. American policy makers of the Cold War era inherited the imperial anxieties of their British
forebears and inflated concerns about access to and potential scarcity of oil, giving rise to a
paranoid style in US foreign policy. Wolfe-Hunnicutt deconstructs these policy practices to reveal
how they fueled decades of American interventions in the region and shines a light on those places



that America's covert empire builders might prefer we not look.

what is the jakarta method: Grand Strategies of the Left Van Jackson, 2023-11-02 This
book maps the constellation of left-progressive foreign policy thought and conceptualizes grand
strategy as worldmaking.

what is the jakarta method: Reconsidering Reparations Olufémi O. Taiwo, 2025-04-01 A
pathbreaking book about world history, global justice, and the climate crisis—featuring a new
preface by the author. “Coursing with moral urgency and propelled by brilliant prose, this is more
than argument. It's how we build the power needed to win.” —Naomi Klein A clear, new case for
reparations as a “constructive,” future-oriented project that responds to the weight of history’s
injustices with the equitable distribution of benefits and burdens. Centuries ago, Taiwo explains,
European powers engineered the systems through which advantages and disadvantages still flow.
Colonialism and transatlantic slavery forged schemes of injustice on an unprecedented scale, a
world order he calls “global racial empire.” The project of justice must meet the same scope. Taiwo’s
analysis not only discourages despair, it demands global resistance. Reconsidering Reparations
suggests policies, goals, and organizing strategies. And it leaves readers with clear and powerful
advice: act like an ancestor. Do what we can to shape the world we want our moral descendants to
inherit, and have faith that they will continue the long struggle for justice. This understanding,
Taiwo shows, has deep roots in the thought of Black political thinkers such as James Baldwin, Martin
Luther King, Jr., Cedric Robinson, and Nkechi Taifa. Reconsidering Reparations is a book with
profound implications for our views of justice, racism, the legacies of slavery and colonialism, and
climate change policy.

what is the jakarta method: Decolonizing Development and Religion Joerg Rieger, Sanjana
Das, 2025-05-30 Discourses of development have been part of the modern world, for good or for ill.
In the past, various colonialisms have been justified by the notion of development, but so have
efforts to provide alternatives to colonization. In this volume, present-day development and
decolonial discourses are engaged together from a plurality of perspectives from various continents
around the globe. In the chapters that follow, the work of junior and senior scholars enters into
conversation around specific communities that exist in the tensions of traditional and capitalist
economies and religions, providing models of flourishing that produce alternatives to the prevalent
neoliberal models of development that are wedded to neocolonial economic, political, and religious
structures. Part of a new series of volumes co-published with the Council for World Mission’s DARE
(Discernment And Radical Engagement) programme.

what is the jakarta method: The Oxford Handbook of Illiberalism Marlene Laruelle, 2024
From the rise of populist leaders and the threat of democratic backsliding to polarizing culture wars
and the return of great power competition, the backlash against the political, economic, and social
liberalism is increasingly labeled illiberal. Yet, despite the increasing importance of these
phenomena, scholars still lack a firm grasp on illiberalism as a conceptual tool for understanding
societal transformations. The Oxford Handbook of Illiberalism addresses this gap by establishing a
theoretical foundation for the study of illiberalism and showcasing state-of-the-art research on this
phenomenon in its varied scripts-political, economic, cultural, and geopolitical. Bringing together the
expertise of dozens of scholars, the Oxford Handbook of Illiberalism offers a thorough overview that
characterizes the current state of the field and charts a path forward for future scholarship on this
critical and quickly developing concept.

what is the jakarta method: Blue-Collar Empire Jeff Schuhrke, 2024-09-24 Blue-Collar
Empire tells the shocking story of the AFL-CIO's global anticommunist crusade-and its devastating
consequences for workers around the world. Unions have the power not only to secure pay raises
and employee benefits but to bring economies to a screeching halt and overthrow governments.
Recognizing this, in the late twentieth century, the US government sought to control labor
movements abroad as part of the Cold War contest for worldwide supremacy. In this work,
Washington found an enthusiastic partner in the AFL-CIO's anticommunist officials, who, in a
shocking betrayal, for decades expended their energies to block revolutionary ideologies and



militant class consciousness from taking hold in the workers' movements of Europe, Latin America,
Africa, and Asia.

what is the jakarta method: The Counterinsurgent Imagination Joseph MacKay,
2023-01-05 Counterinsurgency, the violent suppression of armed insurrection, is among the
dominant kinds of war in contemporary world politics. Often linked to protecting populations and
reconstructing legitimate political orders, it has appeared in other times and places in very different
forms - and has taken on a range of politics in doing so. How did it arrive at its present form, and
what generated these others, along the way? Spanning several centuries and four detailed case
studies, The Counterinsurgent Imagination unpacks and explores this intellectual history through
counterinsurgency manuals. These military theoretical and instructional texts, and the practitioners
who produced them, made counterinsurgency possible in practice. By interrogating these processes,
this book explains how counter-insurrectionary war eventually took on its late twentieth and early
twenty-first century forms. It shows how and why counterinsurgent ideas persist, despite recurring
failures.

what is the jakarta method: Blurring Intelligence Crime Willem Bart de Lint, 2021-03-14
This book explores the conundrum that political fortune is dependent both on social order and big,
constitutive crime. An act of outrageous harm depends on rules and protocols of crime scene
discovery and forensic recovery, but political authorities review events for a social agenda, so that
crime is designated according to the relative absence or presence of politics. In investigating this
problem, the book introduces the concepts ‘intelligence crime’ and ‘critical forensics.’ It also reviews
as an exemplar of this phenomenon ‘apex crime,” a watershed event involving government in the
support of a contested political and social order and its primary opponent as the obvious offender,
which is then subject to a confirmation bias. Chapters feature case study analysis of a selection of
familiar, high profile crimes in which the motives and actions of security or intelligence actors are
considered as blurred or smeared depending on their interconnection in transactional political
events, or according to friend/enemy status.

what is the jakarta method: The U.S. Labor Movement in the 20th and Early 21st
Century Adam Barrington, 2023-06-19 This book provides a critical analysis of the labor movement
in the United States in the 20th and early 21st century. It explores ideological trends within the
labor movement and its conflicts with capital and the state. It identifies class-collaborationism
between the conservative labor bureaucracy and the capitalist class as the primary source of U.S.
labor’s precariousness and fragility. It argues that the U.S. labor movement at its most radical and
militant stage was an effective force for change against the power structure in the early 20th
century. At the opposite end, it also argues that today’s institutionalized labor movement led by the
AFL-CIO hinders labor’s historic struggle against capital and aids in the maintenance of the existing
capitalist order. The book concludes by assessing the prospects for the future development of
militant working-class activism and identifies essential components of an emerging radical labor
movement that is capable of effectively challenging the capitalist system in the period ahead.

what is the jakarta method: Crude Capitalism Adam Hanieh, 2024-09-17 This expansive
history traces the hidden connections between oil and capitalism from the late 1800s to the current
climate crisis. Beyond simplistic narratives that frame oil as 'prize' or 'curse’', Crude Capitalism
uncovers the surprising ways that oil is woven into the fabric of our modern world: the rise of an
American-centered global order; the breakdown of Empire and anti-colonial rebellion; contemporary
finance and US dollar hegemony; debt and militarism; and the emergence of new forms of synthetic
consumption. Much more than an energy source or transport fuel, oil has a foundational place in all
aspects of contemporary life - no challenge to the fossil fuel industry can be effective without taking
this fact seriously. Crude Capitalism maps the varied geographies of oil, including the rise of OPEC,
the importance of revolutionary and Post-Soviet Russia, the crucial role of African upstream
reserves, and the new petrochemical circuits that link the Middle East, China, and East Asia. The
book provides an original and fine-grained empirical analysis of corporate ownership and control,
including refining and petrochemicals. By exposing these structures of power and placing oil in



capitalism, the book makes an essential contribution to debates around oil-dependency and the
struggle for climate justice.

what is the jakarta method: What Is History For? Robert Gildea, 2024-03-26 “History”,
suggests Robert Gildea, “is a battlefield.” Questions of power, rights, identity and nationhood always
have an ancient and modern historical dimension and countries still go to war over their
interpretation of history. Yet accounts of history are just as prone to fabrication as fake news, so how
can we tell good history from bad? How can history be critical, learning from the past and righting
wrongs, rather than divisive, such as riding roughshod over the rights of others? In this passionately
argued book, Gildea suggests that the more people who really understand what good history entails,
the more likely history is to triumph over myth. He sees positive signs in public history, citizen
historians and community projects, among other developments. And he debunks claims that ‘you
cannot rewrite history’, arguing that good history that’s attuned to its times must be rewritten time
and again.

what is the jakarta method: Uncivil Disobedience David M. Gides, 2022-12-13 This book
addresses the need for theological reflection on uncivil disobedience. Existing scholarship in
theology and politics mostly treats church-state relations theoretically, with studies in non-violent
resistance or civil disobedience, or in other ways largely assuming traditional forms of governance
and means of protest—all while paying little to no attention to post-modern political philosophies.
Recent eruptions of uncivil disobedience, oftentimes involving violence, like we have seen with
Antifa, Black Lives Matter protests, the storming of the U.S. Capitol Building, and in the actions of
other right-wing, leftist, and religious groups, assume new ways of protesting and new forms of
organizing or mobilizing. Additionally, these groups and their activities are often informed by
post-modern philosophies. These new political dynamics present an opportunity for theologians to
produce scholarship in response. After establishing philosophical underpinnings related to uncivilly
disobedient action, the contributors cover traditional historical and theological responses to political
unrest as a foundation for considering or evaluating attempts to address theologically present-day
manifestations of uncivil disobedience.

what is the jakarta method: Derivative Media Andrew deWaard, 2024-09-03 A free ebook
version of this title is available through Luminos, University of California Press's Open Access
publishing program. Visit www.luminosoa.org to learn more. Sequels, reboots, franchises, and songs
that remake old songs—does it feel like everything new in popular culture is just derivative of
something old? Contrary to popular belief, the reason is not audiences or marketing, but Wall Street.
In this book, Andrew deWaard shows how the financial sector is dismantling the creative capacity of
cultural industries by upwardly redistributing wealth, consolidating corporate media, harming
creative labor, and restricting our collective media culture. Moreover, financialization is
transforming the very character of our mediascapes for branded transactions. Our media are
increasingly shaped by the profit-extraction techniques of hedge funds, asset managers, venture
capitalists, private equity firms, and derivatives traders. Illustrated with examples drawn from
popular culture, Derivative Media offers readers the critical financial literacy necessary to
understand the destructive financialization of film, television, and popular music—and provides a
plan to reverse this dire threat to culture.

what is the jakarta method: Change Everything Natalie Bennett, 2024-03-21 We are living in a
social, political, economic and environmental emergency. The status quo is profoundly unstable;
change is inevitable. Now is the time to get together to build a far healthier and more balanced
world, it is time to Change Everything. Natalie Bennett is on a mission to transform the way we think
about our world. She explains how universal basic income will decommodify time and free people up
to choose how best to use their energy and talents; she emphasises the importance of free education
for everyone, for life; she encourages the pooling of assets, from sharing tools with your neighbour
to fairly enjoying the planet’s natural resources. From organising a litter pick or petitioning for a
pedestrian crossing, from rethinking the financial markets and tax havens to re-evaluating the
criminal justice system, Natalie has formulated a holistic, hopeful and practical vision for the future



where people can really ‘do politics’. If we can bring together the imagination, talents and energy of
everyone invested in change to rebuild and repair our societies, then a positive future is within our
reach.

what is the jakarta method: Faith and Fear Gregory A. Daddis, 2025 In a groundbreaking
reassessment of the long Cold War era, historian Gregory A. Daddis argues that ever since the
Second World War's fateful conclusion, faith in and fear of war became central to Americans'
thinking about the world around them. With war pervading nearly all aspects of American society, an
interplay between blind faith and existential fear framed US policymaking and grand strategy, often
with tragic results. A sweeping history, Faith and Fear makes a forceful argument by examining the
tensions between Americans' overreaching faith in war as a foreign policy tool and their
overwhelming fear of war as a destructive force.

what is the jakarta method: Follow the Leader, Lose the Region Jeffrey Reeves, 2023-03-01 As
competition among the traditional great powers in the Asia region intensifies, Canada faces a stark
choice: Should it align its foreign policy with the US-led free and open Indo-Pacific strategy? Shared
values and material ties give Canada a clear incentive to follow the lead of the United States and
Western-aligned democracies in the region. However, there are other considerations to take into
account. Follow the Leader presents the case for the development of a foreign policy based on
understanding how Asia sees itself rather than Western presumptions. Examining a range of key
issues, it draws on Asian scholarship, leadership statements, polling, and media to demonstrate
Western misunderstanding of regional developments and to outline alternative, regionally based
perspectives on Asia’s contemporary dynamics. This critical analysis urges the Canadian government
to chart an independent policy, arguing that whatever Canada might gain from following its
traditional allies, it equally stands to lose by aligning itself with a consortium of states committed to
self-preservation over regional stability.
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