why was socrates executed

why was socrates executed is a question that has intrigued historians,
philosophers, and scholars for centuries. Socrates, one of the most
influential figures in Western philosophy, was sentenced to death in ancient
Athens in 399 BCE. His execution was not merely a consequence of his
philosophical inquiries but was deeply rooted in the political, social, and
cultural climate of Athens at the time. This article explores the multiple
dimensions behind Socrates' trial and execution, providing insights into the
charges against him, the historical context, and the lasting impact of his
death. By understanding why Socrates was executed, one gains a clearer
perspective on the delicate relationship between philosophy and society in
classical Greece. The following sections will cover the historical
background, specific allegations, trial proceedings, and the philosophical
legacy that emerged posthumously.

e Historical Context of Socrates’ Execution
e Charges Against Socrates

e The Trial and Verdict

e Philosophical and Political Implications

e Legacy of Socrates’ Death

Historical Context of Socrates’ Execution

To understand why was Socrates executed, it is essential to consider the
historical and political landscape of Athens in the late 5th century BCE.
Athens was recovering from the Peloponnesian War, a protracted conflict with
Sparta that ended in defeat for Athens. This period was marked by political
instability, social unrest, and a loss of confidence in traditional
institutions. The democratic government had been briefly overthrown by the
oligarchic regime of the Thirty Tyrants, which was notorious for its
brutality and suppression of dissent.

Socrates lived through these turbulent times and was associated, whether
fairly or unfairly, with some of the oligarchs. This association contributed
to the suspicion and hostility he faced. Athens was grappling with a crisis
of identity and governance, and the city’s leaders were eager to restore
order and reaffirm civic values. In such a climate, new ideas and critical
questioning, such as those championed by Socrates, were often perceived as
threats rather than contributions to public discourse.



Political Instability in Athens

The Peloponnesian War (431-404 BCE) left Athens weakened economically and
politically. The loss to Sparta diminished Athens’ power and prestige,
leading to internal divisions. The brief rule of the Thirty Tyrants created
fear and resentment among the populace, and after their downfall, the
restored democracy sought to eliminate perceived enemies.

Social and Cultural Tensions

The war and subsequent political upheaval created an atmosphere of suspicion
and fear. Traditional religious and moral beliefs were questioned, and
Socrates' method of relentless questioning was seen by many as undermining
societal norms. This tension set the stage for his eventual prosecution.

Charges Against Socrates

The formal charges brought against Socrates during his trial were impiety
(asebeia) and corrupting the youth of Athens. These accusations reflected
broader concerns about his influence on Athenian society and the perceived
threat of his philosophical teachings.

Impiety: Not Recognizing the State Gods

Socrates was accused of not acknowledging the gods recognized by the Athenian
state. Instead, he was said to introduce new spiritual beliefs, including his
own daimonion or inner divine voice, which guided his actions. This was seen
as religious subversion, a serious offense in a society where religion and
civic duty were tightly intertwined.

Corrupting the Youth

One of the most contentious charges was that Socrates corrupted the young
citizens of Athens by encouraging them to question traditional values and
authority figures. His method of dialectic inquiry led many youths to
challenge established norms, which alarmed the city's leaders who feared
social destabilization.



Summary of Charges

Impiety: Failure to respect the gods of the city

Introducing new deities or spiritual beliefs

Corrupting the youth through philosophical questioning

Undermining traditional moral and political values

The Trial and Verdict

The trial of Socrates was conducted in 399 BCE before a jury of approximately
500 Athenian citizens. The legal proceedings, as recorded by his student
Plato, reveal a complex interplay between law, politics, and philosophy.

Legal Process and Defense

Socrates defended himself by challenging the validity of the accusations and
insisting on the value of his philosophical mission. He argued that his
questioning was a service to the city, aimed at stimulating critical thinking
and moral improvement. Despite his defense, his approach was perceived by
many as arrogant and dismissive of the court’s authority.

Jury’s Decision and Sentencing

The jury found Socrates guilty by a narrow majority. Subsequently, the
sentencing phase allowed both the prosecution and the defendant to propose
penalties. Socrates refused to suggest exile or a lesser punishment and
instead jokingly proposed that he be rewarded for his service. This likely
alienated the jury further, leading to his death sentence by poisoning with
hemlock.

Philosophical and Political Implications

The execution of Socrates had profound implications for both philosophy and
Athenian politics. It highlighted the tension between free inquiry and
societal conformity, as well as the fragility of democratic institutions in



times of crisis.

Philosophy as a Threat to Authority

Socrates’ method of relentless questioning exposed contradictions and
ignorance in widely accepted beliefs. This challenged the authority of
political leaders, religious figures, and traditional values, causing
discomfort among those in power who sought stability over critical
examination.

Democracy and the Limits of Dissent

The trial demonstrated the limits of democratic tolerance when dissent was
perceived as dangerous. The Athenian democracy, although celebrated for its
innovations, could also suppress voices that threatened its prevailing order.
Socrates' death serves as a cautionary example of how democratic societies
can sometimes fail to protect intellectual freedom.

Legacy of Socrates’ Death

The execution of Socrates did not silence his ideas; rather, it immortalized
his commitment to truth and intellectual integrity. His death became a
powerful symbol of the struggle for free thought and the pursuit of wisdom.

Influence on Western Philosophy

Socrates’ legacy was preserved and expanded by his students, most notably
Plato. The philosophical dialogues written by Plato immortalized Socrates’
teachings and methods, establishing a foundation for Western philosophy that
continues to influence contemporary thought.

Symbol of Intellectual Courage

Socrates is remembered as a martyr for free inquiry, someone who chose death

over abandoning his principles. His execution raises enduring questions about
the relationship between the individual and society, the role of philosophy,

and the defense of intellectual freedom.



Summary of Socrates' Lasting Impact

Foundation of Western philosophical tradition

Emphasis on ethics, logic, and dialectic method

Symbol of resistance against unjust authority

Inspiration for future generations of thinkers and activists

Frequently Asked Questions

Why was Socrates executed in ancient Athens?

Socrates was executed because he was charged with impiety (disrespecting the
gods) and corrupting the youth of Athens through his teachings and
philosophical inquiries.

What specific accusations led to Socrates' death
sentence?

Socrates was accused of not recognizing the gods of the city, introducing new
deities, and corrupting the young people by encouraging them to question
traditional beliefs and authority.

How did Socrates respond to the charges against him?

Socrates defended himself by arguing that he was merely encouraging critical
thinking and moral improvement, but he did not apologize or seek to evade the
charges, ultimately accepting the jury's verdict.

Was Socrates given a chance to propose an
alternative punishment?

Yes, after being found guilty, Socrates was allowed to suggest his own
penalty and he ironically proposed free meals for life, but the jury
sentenced him to death by consuming poison hemlock.

What role did Socrates' method of questioning play
in his execution?

Socrates' method of questioning, known as the Socratic method, challenged
established norms and the authority of influential Athenians, which



contributed to the hostility against him and his eventual execution.

Did political factors influence Socrates' trial and
execution?

Yes, the political climate in Athens after the Peloponnesian War and the
distrust of intellectuals and critics likely influenced the harsh treatment
and execution of Socrates.

How did Socrates' execution impact philosophy and
Western thought?

Socrates' execution became a symbol of the struggle for free speech and
inquiry, inspiring his followers like Plato to continue his work and laying
the foundation for Western philosophy.

Was Socrates forced to drink poison hemlock?

Yes, after being sentenced to death, Socrates was compelled to drink a cup of
poison hemlock, which led to his death.

Could Socrates have avoided execution?

Socrates could have avoided execution by ceasing his philosophical inquiries
or going into exile, but he chose to accept the legal verdict to uphold his
principles and the rule of law.

Additional Resources

1. The Trial and Death of Socrates by Plato

This classic work by Plato compiles the dialogues "Euthyphro," "Apology,"
“Crito," and "Phaedo," which detail the events leading up to Socrates' trial,
his defense, and eventual execution. It provides a firsthand account of
Socrates' philosophy and his steadfast commitment to his principles, even in
the face of death. The book offers insight into the political and social
context of Athens at the time.

2. Socrates: A Man for Our Times by Paul Johnson

Paul Johnson explores the life, philosophy, and death of Socrates with a
focus on why the Athenian democracy saw him as a threat. The book delves into
the historical background of Athens and the reasons behind the charges of
corrupting the youth and impiety. Johnson portrays Socrates as a pivotal
figure whose execution marked a turning point in Western philosophy.

3. Why Socrates Died: Dispelling the Myths by Robin Waterfield

This book critically examines the various reasons proposed for Socrates'
execution, separating fact from myth. Waterfield analyzes the political,
social, and religious factors that contributed to the trial and execution,



offering a nuanced understanding of the event. He also discusses how
Socrates’ ideas challenged the status quo and the implications of his death
on philosophy.

4. The Death of Socrates by Emily Wilson

Emily Wilson presents a detailed narrative of Socrates’ final days, focusing
on the trial and his philosophical stance during the ordeal. The book
contextualizes his execution within the turbulent political climate of Athens
and the broader implications for freedom of speech and philosophical inquiry.
Wilson's accessible writing makes the story of Socrates’ death compelling for
modern readers.

5. Socrates on Trial by Thomas C. Brickhouse and Nicholas D. Smith

This scholarly work investigates the legal and moral dimensions of Socrates’
trial. The authors examine the charges against Socrates and the Athenian
legal system to understand why he was condemned. The book also discusses
Socrates’ defense strategy and the philosophical significance of his
willingness to accept the death penalty.

6. The Hemlock Cup: Socrates, Athens and the Search for the Good Life by
Bettany Hughes

Bettany Hughes provides a vivid historical account of Socrates’ life and the
cultural environment of Athens leading up to his execution. The book explores
how Socrates’ pursuit of the good life and his methods of questioning
threatened traditional beliefs and political authorities. Hughes combines
biography and history to explain why Socrates’ ideas led to his downfall.

7. Socrates: Ironist and Moral Philosopher by Gregory Vlastos

Gregory Vlastos offers a philosophical analysis of Socrates’ life and death,
emphasizing his method of inquiry and moral philosophy. The book discusses
how Socrates’ challenges to Athenian norms were perceived as dangerous,
contributing to his execution. Vlastos also reflects on the lasting impact of
Socrates’ death on ethics and philosophy.

8. The Philosophy of Socrates by Gregory Vlastos

This collection of essays examines various aspects of Socrates’ philosophy,
including his trial and execution. Vlastos addresses the political and social
reasons for Socrates’ death, as well as the philosophical implications. The
book is a valuable resource for understanding the complexities behind
Socrates’ condemnation.

9. Socrates and the State: The Apology by Alexander Nehamas

Alexander Nehamas provides a detailed commentary on Plato’s "Apology,"
focusing on Socrates’ defense speech during his trial. The book explores why
Socrates was seen as a threat by the state and how his philosophical stance
challenged political authority. Nehamas offers insights into the tension
between individual conscience and societal norms that led to Socrates’
execution.
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why was socrates executed: Why Socrates Died Robin Waterfield, 2010-05-04 A revisionist
account of the most famous trial and execution in Western civilization — one with great resonance
for modern society In the spring of 399 BCE, the elderly philosopher Socrates stood trial in his
native Athens. The court was packed, and after being found guilty by his peers, Socrates died by
drinking a cup of poison hemlock, his execution a defining moment in ancient civilization. Yet time
has transmuted the facts into a fable. Aware of these myths, Robin Waterfield has examined the
actual Greek sources, presenting a new Socrates, not an atheist or guru of a weird sect, but a deeply
moral thinker, whose convictions stood in stark relief to those of his former disciple, Alcibiades, the
hawkish and self-serving military leader. Refusing to surrender his beliefs even in the face of death,
Socrates, as Waterfield reveals, was determined to save a morally decayed country that was tearing
itself apart. Why Socrates Died is then not only a powerful revisionist book, but a work whose
insights translate clearly from ancient Athens to the present day.

why was socrates executed: How Socrates Died ,

why was socrates executed: The Trial of Socrates I. F. Stone, 1989-02-01 In unraveling the
long-hidden issues of the most famous free speech case of all time, noted author I.F. Stone ranges
far and wide over Roman as well as Greek history to present an engaging and rewarding
introduction to classical antiquity and its relevance to society today. The New York Times called this
national best-seller an intellectual thriller.

why was socrates executed: The Trial and Death of Socrates Plato, 2016-08-22 The trial and
execution of Socrates took place in 399 BCE. Socrates was tried on two charges: corrupting the
youth and impiety. Socrates accusers cited that Socrates failed to acknowledge the gods that the city
acknowledges and that he introduced new deities. Socrates death was the result of him asking
philosophical questions. A majority of the Athenian citizens, known as dikasts, who were chosen by
lot to serve as jurors voted to convict him. Consistent with common practice, the dikasts determined
Socrates' punishment with another vote. Socrates was ultimately sentenced to death by drinking a
hemlock based liquid. Socrates was a classical Greek philosopher credited as one of the founders of
Western philosophy. Socrates ancient medieval and classical work has had great influence on both
philosophy as well as politics & social sciences.

why was socrates executed: Free Speech and Democracy in Ancient Athens Arlene W.
Saxonhouse, 2005-12-19 This book illuminates the distinctive character of our modern
understanding of the basis and value of free speech by contrasting it with the very different form of
free speech that was practised by the ancient Athenians in their democratic regime. Free speech in
the ancient democracy was not a protected right but an expression of the freedom from hierarchy,
awe, reverence and shame. It was thus an essential ingredient of the egalitarianism of that regime.
That freedom was challenged by the consequences of the rejection of shame (aidos) which had
served as a cohesive force within the polity. Through readings of Socrates's trial, Greek tragedy and
comedy, Thucydides's History, and Plato's Protagoras this volume explores the paradoxical
connections between free speech, democracy, shame, and Socratic philosophy and Thucydidean
history as practices of uncovering.

why was socrates executed: Ancient Greece Russell Roberts, 2010-12-23 What was it like to
live in ancient Greece? It was a world of gods and goddesses, of fabulous pageantry and splendor,
and of beauty and grace. Even though ancient Greek civilization was at its peak thousands of years
ago, it is still very much alive. People still read the story of Odysseus and his long journey home,
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study Greek society because it was the birthplace of democracy, and even visit modern Greece to
walk among the ruins of once-glorious buildings like the Parthenon. What was it like to be a boy or
girl there in ancient times? What did they eat? How did they dress? What did they do for fun? The
answers to these questions might surprise you!

why was socrates executed: The Trial and Execution of Socrates Thomas C. Brickhouse,
Nicholas D. Smith, 2002 Socrates is one of the most important yet enigmatic philosophers of all
time; his fame has endured for centuries despite the fact that he never actually wrote anything. In
399 B.C.E., he was tried on the charge of impiety by the citizens of Athens, convicted by a jury, and
sentenced to death (ordered to drink poison derived from hemlock). About these facts there is no
disagreement. However, as the sources collected in this book and the scholarly essays that follow
them show, several of even the most basic facts about these events were controversial in antiquity,
and the questions persist today: How and why was Socrates brought to trial? Why did the jurors,
members of the world's first democracy, find him guilty? When he was given an opportunity to
escape execution, why did he refuse to do so and instead accept the punishment that he and his
friends agreed was unjustly assigned to him? How exactly did Socrates die? Differences of opinion
on these and other issues continue to arouse our curiosity and to challenge new generations of
students and scholars. The Trial and Execution of Socrates: Sources and Controversies is the first
work to collect in one place all of the major ancient sources on Socrates' death--those of both his
critics and his defenders--as well as recent scholarly views. Part I includes new translations of
Plato's Euthyphro, Apology, Crito, and the death scene from Phaedo, as well as other ancient sources
that shed light on Socrates' trial and execution. Part II features some of the most influential recent
scholarship on this historically momentous event with work by M. F. Burnyeat, Robert Parker, Mark
L. McPherran, Thomas C. Brickhouse and Nicholas D. Smith, Richard Kraut, Christopher Gill, and
Enid Bloch (whose essay is published here for the first time). Ideal for undergraduate surveys of
ancient Greek philosophy and upper-level courses on Socrates and Socratic philosophy, this unique
collection provides an unprecedented look into the many perplexing questions surrounding the trial
and execution of this remarkable man.

why was socrates executed: The Final Days of Socrates Plato, 2011-01-01 The Final Days of
Socrates is a book of four dialogues by Plato-Euthyphro, Apology, Crito, and Phaedo-centering, as
most of Plato's dialogues do, around Socrates. These four dialogues cover the time leading up to
Socrates' trial and through his death and depiction of the afterlife. Euthyphro concerns Socrates and
Euthyphro, a known so-called religious expert, as they try to determine a definition for piety.
Apology is Plato's version of Socrates' speech as he defends himself against the criminal charges of
corrupting the youth and not believing in the same deities as the state. The Crito is a dialogue
between Socrates and a friend about justice, injustice, and the reaction to injustice. Finally Phaedo,
one of Plato's most famous Socratic dialogues, depicts the death of Socrates and his argument for
the existence of an afterlife. All four works are also included in the Cosimo omnibus editions of The
Works of Plato. One of the greatest Western philosophers who ever lived, PLATO (c. 428-347 B.C.)
was a student of Socrates and teacher of Aristotle. Plato was greatly influenced by Socrates'
teachings, often using him as a character in scripts and plays (Socratic dialogues), which he used to
demonstrate philosophical ideas. Plato's dialogues were and still are used to teach a wide range of
subjects, including politics, mathematics, rhetoric, logic, and, naturally, philosophy.

why was socrates executed: The Trial and Death of Socrates Plato, 2010-06-21 Considered one
of the most influential writings in Western philosophy, the account of the Trial and Death of Socrates
is described in a series of four of the most famous dialogues in the world. Plato presents the
argument for defining 'piety’ in Euthyphro, the defense of Socrates' teachings in Apology, Socrates
response to the ruling in Crito, and the depiction of his death in Phaedo.

why was socrates executed: Why are You Silent, Lord? Roman Garrison, 2000-07-01 This book
is about the theme of innocent suffering in the ancient world. After an introduction to the topic, and
an overview of the Greek, Roman and biblical traditions, successive chapters deal with the Iliad
(Sarpedon and Hector); Heracles/Hercules; Socrates, the (Roman) Stoics; the Wisdom of Solomon



and finally Early Christianity, with a concluding reflection. A rare comparative treatment of a
universal theological, philosophical and dramatic problem in the ancient world no less than the
modern.

why was socrates executed: Myth and Metaphysics in Plato's Phaedo David A. White, 1989
This study intends principally to isolate and describe the function of myth in the Phaedo in order to
show its effect on the complex metaphysics developed throughout the dialogue. It further illustrates
how these metaphysical concepts structure the dialogue's concluding eschatological myth.

why was socrates executed: The Oxford Companion to Classical Civilization Simon
Hornblower, Antony Spawforth, Esther Eidinow, 2014 This Oxford Companion to the ancient
classical world is aimed at the general reader interested in learning more about the very bedrock of
Western culture, covering such topics as history, morals, mythology, medicine and social life.

why was socrates executed: Cosmic Roots: The Conflict Between Science And Religion And
How It Led To The Secular Age Ira Mark Egdall, 2022-09-20 Cosmic Roots traces the
five-thousand-year conflict between science and religion — and how it has shaped our modern
secular worldview.Told with rare clarity and striking insight, this fascinating and thought-provoking
book focuses on the history of cosmology and its sister science astronomy. For it was discoveries
within these great disciplines which first led to the conflict between science and religion. The story
begins with the cosmological beliefs of the ancients — from the flat Earth models of the Sumerians
and Hebrews to the Greek notion of the orbits of planets as divine circles. Topics progress from
Aristotle and Ptolemy's integrated planetary models to the Sun-centered cosmologies of Copernicus,
Galileo, Kepler, and the great I[saac Newton. Their combined scientific achievements stand as
testimony to the power and imagination of the human mind.This meticulously researched narrative
also traces the roots of Western religion, based on historical events and archeological evidence. It
takes us on a captivating journey through Western religious history — from ancient paganism to the
ethical monotheism of the Hebrews, Christians, and Moslems. Along the way, we follow the rise and
fall of civilizations, of empires, cycles of war and peace, unification and division.The book concludes
with how Darwin came up with his theory of evolution and the impact of modern physics on religious
beliefs. The cumulative effect of the scientific discoveries presented in Cosmic Roots has, for better
or for worse, led to the separation of science and religion we see in Western culture today.

why was socrates executed: Three Answers to the Question “What Is Philosophy?” Stuart
Dalton, 2024-02-28 Philosophy is like a party that started over 2,500 years ago and is still going
strong. When you take a philosophy class, you're invited to join this party; but walking into a party
2,500 years late can feel a little awkward. This book is meant to solve that problem. The best way to
feel welcome is to focus on how funny philosophy is, simply because its ideals are so high that
humans almost never manage to reach them. This book gives three answers to the question What is
philosophy? (1) Philosophy is a conversation that has been going on for over 2,500 years which has
been full of comedy from the beginning and will continue to be funny forever if we do it right. (2)
Philosophy is a very awkward business that has always been on the verge of going out of business.
(3) Philosophy is something that makes almost everyone write very badly. In addition to this
three-act comedy the book also contains two practical guides to being happy and successful in
philosophy classes.

why was socrates executed: Ancient Athens: Its History Dyer, 1873

why was socrates executed: Remembering Defeat Andrew Wolpert, 2003-05-22 In 404 b.c. the
Peloponnesian War finally came to an end, when the Athenians, starved into submission, were forced
to accept Sparta's terms of surrender. Shortly afterwards a group of thirty conspirators, with
Spartan backing (the Thirty), overthrew the democracy and established a narrow oligarchy.
Although the oligarchs were in power for only thirteen months, they killed more than 5 percent of
the citizenry and terrorized the rest by confiscating the property of some and banishing many
others. Despite this brutality, members of the democratic resistance movement that regained control
of Athens came to terms with the oligarchs and agreed to an amnesty that protected collaborators
from prosecution for all but the most severe crimes. The war and subsequent reconciliation of



Athenian society has been a rich field for historians of ancient Greece. From a rhetorical and
ideological standpoint, this period is unique because of the extraordinary lengths to which the
Athenians went to maintain peace. In Remembering Defeat, Andrew Wolpert claims that the peace
was negotiated and constructed in civic discourse and not imposed upon the populace. Rather than
explaining why the reconciliation was successful, as a way of shedding light on changes in Athenian
ideology Wolpert uses public speeches of the early fourth century to consider how the Athenians
confronted the troubling memories of defeat and civil war, and how they explained to themselves an
agreement that allowed the conspirators and their collaborators to go unpunished. Encompassing
rhetorical analysis, trauma studies, and recent scholarship on identity, memory, and law, Wolpert's
study sheds new light on a pivotal period in Athens' history.

why was socrates executed: Untangling Heroism Ari Kohen, 2013-10-15 The idea of heroism
has become thoroughly muddled today. In contemporary society, any behavior that seems distinctly
difficult or unusually impressive is classified as heroic: everyone from firefighters to foster fathers to
freedom fighters are our heroes. But what motivates these people to act heroically and what
prevents other people from being heroes? In our culture today, what makes one sort of hero appear
more heroic than another sort? In order to answer these questions, Ari Kohen turns to classical
conceptions of the hero to explain the confusion and to highlight the ways in which distinct heroic
categories can be useful at different times. Untangling Heroism argues for the existence of three
categories of heroism that can be traced back to the earliest Western literature - the epic poetry of
Homer and the dialogues of Plato - and that are complex enough to resonate with us and assist us in
thinking about heroism today. Kohen carefully examines the Homeric heroes Achilles and Odysseus
and Plato’s Socrates, and then compares the three to each other. He makes clear how and why it is
that the other-regarding hero, Socrates, supplanted the battlefield hero, Achilles, and the suffering
hero, Odysseus. Finally, he explores in detail four cases of contemporary heroism that highlight
Plato’s success. Kohen states that in a post-Socratic world, we have chosen to place a premium on
heroes who make other-regarding choices over self-interested ones. He argues that when humans
face the fact of their mortality, they are able to think most clearly about the sort of life they want to
have lived, and only in doing that does heroic action become a possibility. Kohen’s careful analysis
and rethinking of the heroism concept will be relevant to scholars across the disciplines of political
science, philosophy, literature, and classics.

why was socrates executed: Experiencing Philosophy - Second Edition Anthony
Falikowski, Susan Mills, 2022-11-22 Experiencing Philosophy begins with the assumption that
philosophy is not merely something you know, but also something you experience and participate in.
The book presents philosophical theories and ideas with reference to their practical relevance to the
lives of student readers. To this end, a number of engaging features and inserts are provided: °
Original Sources: Numerous primary readings are included, introducing students directly to the
philosophical work of diverse thinkers ranging from Plato to Martin Luther King Jr. Each reading is
thoughtfully excerpted and is followed by reflective questions. ¢ Philosopher Profiles: Abstract ideas
are connected to the lives of real historical figures through fascinating biographical profiles. * Take
It Personally: To illustrate how philosophy can be useful and relevant, each chapter begins by
placing the material in a personal context. « Know Thyself Diagnostics: This book takes seriously—as
did Socrates—the Delphic Oracle’s dictum to “know thyself.” Students are given self-diagnostics to
explore their own philosophical values, ideals, and beliefs. * Philosophers in Action: Philosophy is
something you do, not just something you know. Prompts are provided throughout the text inviting
students to conduct thought experiments, analyze concepts, and discuss and debate controversial
points. ¢ Thinking about Your Thinking: These “metacognitive prompts” require students to engage
in higher-order thinking, not only about the presented readings and ideas, but also with respect to
their own values, assumptions, and beliefs. ¢ Plus: Built-in study guides, diagrams, famous
philosophical quotations, comics, feature boxes, and more!

why was socrates executed: The Art of Living Alexander Nehamas, 2000-03 In this
wide-ranging, brilliantly written account, Nehamas provides an incisive reevaluation of Socrates'



place in the Western philosophical tradition and shows the importance of Socrates for Montaigne,
Nietzsche, and Foucault.

why was socrates executed: Gorgias Owc Plato, 2008-04-17 Gorgias is about the struggle to
overcome the temptations of worldly success and to concentrate on genuine morality. Platio
attempts to establish that only morality can bring a person true happiness: this is one of his most
widely read dialogues - vivid, clear, and persuasive.
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