wide sargasso sea setting

wide sargasso sea setting plays a crucial role in shaping the themes, characters, and
narrative of Jean Rhys's novel. Set primarily in the Caribbean during the early 20th century,
the novel's environment encapsulates postcolonial tensions, cultural clashes, and
psychological unrest. The vivid depiction of the West Indian landscape, the decaying
colonial estates, and the socio-political backdrop enriches the story's exploration of identity,
displacement, and madness. Understanding the geographical and historical context of the
wide sargasso sea setting is essential to grasp the novel’'s deeper meanings and its
intertextual dialogue with Charlotte Bronté’s Jane Eyre. This article delves into the various
aspects of the setting, including the physical environment, historical context, and symbolic
significance, offering a comprehensive analysis for literature enthusiasts and scholars alike.
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Geographical and Physical Setting

The wide sargasso sea setting is predominantly located in the Caribbean islands,
specifically Jamaica and Dominica, which were British colonies during the early 1900s. The
novel opens with lush, tropical landscapes characterized by dense forests, vibrant flora, and
the omnipresent heat and humidity that influence the characters’ experiences and moods.
This Caribbean environment contrasts sharply with the cold, rigid atmosphere of England,
which is significant given the novel’s connection to Jane Eyre.

The Caribbean Landscape

The Caribbean landscape is depicted with vivid imagery that emphasizes both its beauty
and its wild, untamed nature. The natural surroundings include sugar plantations, decaying
estates, and the sea itself, which is integral to the novel's atmosphere. The sea, often
described as wide and mysterious, symbolizes freedom, danger, and the unknown,
reflecting the protagonist Antoinette Cosway’s turbulent inner life and her complex
relationship with her surroundings.



The Estates and Houses

The physical structures, such as Coulibri Estate and later the Rochester estate in Jamaica,
represent colonial legacies and social decay. Coulibri Estate, once prosperous, is now in
decline, symbolizing the collapse of colonial power and the unstable identity of the
characters living there. The houses are isolated and surrounded by wild nature, reinforcing
themes of loneliness and alienation.

Historical and Colonial Context

The wide sargasso sea setting is not only geographical but deeply embedded in the
historical realities of post-emancipation Caribbean society. The novel captures the
complexities of colonialism, racial tensions, and cultural hybridity during a period when
British imperial influence was waning but still pervasive.

Post-Emancipation Caribbean Society

Following the abolition of slavery, Caribbean societies experienced significant social
upheaval. The novel reflects this transition through the interactions between the white
Creole elite, the recently emancipated Black population, and the English colonizers. This
context is essential to understanding the characters’ struggles with identity, power, and
belonging.

Colonial Power and Decline

The setting illustrates the decline of British colonial dominance in the Caribbean. Estates
like Coulibri symbolize the fading power and economic instability of the white Creole class,
while the rising assertiveness of Black communities challenges traditional hierarchical
structures. This tension is a backdrop for the personal conflicts and cultural dislocation
experienced by the characters.

Symbolism in the Wide Sargasso Sea Setting

The setting in Wide Sargasso Sea operates on a symbolic level, enriching the narrative’s
exploration of themes such as freedom, entrapment, and identity. The natural environment
and colonial estates are laden with metaphorical meaning that enhances the psychological
and emotional depth of the story.

The Sea as a Symbol

The “wide sargasso sea” itself symbolizes vastness, mystery, and the unknown. It
represents both physical and emotional boundaries, separating different worlds and
identities. The sea is a recurring motif that evokes feelings of isolation, transition, and the
possibility of escape.



Nature and Madness

The wild, overgrown landscape mirrors the protagonist’s mental state. The chaotic natural
setting reflects Antoinette’s psychological turmoil and descent into madness, emphasizing
the connection between environment and psyche. The oppressive heat, dense vegetation,
and unpredictable weather contribute to a sense of confinement and instability.

Impact of Setting on Characters and Themes

The wide sargasso sea setting significantly shapes the characters’ identities, relationships,
and the novel’s central themes. The interaction between place and person is a driving force
in the narrative.

Identity and Displacement

The Caribbean setting highlights the characters’ struggles with cultural identity and
displacement. Antoinette’s Creole heritage and her ambiguous racial and cultural position
are directly influenced by the postcolonial environment. The setting accentuates themes of
alienation and the search for belonging.

Power Dynamics and Race

The colonial setting foregrounds issues of power, race, and social hierarchy. The
interactions between characters are deeply affected by the legacy of slavery and
colonialism, with the setting providing a vivid context for the exploration of racial prejudice
and cultural conflict.

Madness and Isolation

The isolating and oppressive environment contributes to the characters’ psychological
decline. The setting’s influence on mental states is a key theme, illustrating how physical
and social environments can engender feelings of entrapment and insanity.

Conclusion on the Role of Setting in the Novel

The wide sargasso sea setting is integral to the novel’s narrative structure and thematic
complexity. Through its detailed depiction of the Caribbean landscape, historical context,
and symbolic elements, the setting shapes the characters’ experiences and the novel’s
exploration of postcolonial identity, power, and madness. The environment functions not
merely as a backdrop but as a dynamic force that interacts with the characters and their
stories, making it essential to understanding Jean Rhys’s masterpiece.
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Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary setting of Wide Sargasso Sea?

The primary setting of Wide Sargasso Sea is Jamaica and Dominica in the Caribbean during
the early 19th century, specifically in the years following the abolition of slavery.

How does the Caribbean setting influence the themes in
Wide Sargasso Sea?

The Caribbean setting influences themes of colonialism, identity, racial tension, and
displacement, highlighting the complex relationships between the colonizers and the
colonized as well as the cultural clashes and social upheaval of the time.

What role does the natural environment play in the
setting of Wide Sargasso Sea?

The natural environment, including lush tropical landscapes, dense forests, and the sea,
serves as a symbolic backdrop reflecting the characters' emotional states, freedom, and
entrapment, as well as the wild and untamed aspects of both the land and the characters'
psyches.

How does the time period of Wide Sargasso Sea's
setting affect the story?

Set in the early 1800s, shortly after slavery was abolished in the British colonies, the time
period shapes the social and racial dynamics in the story, illustrating the tensions and
uncertainties faced by former slaves and colonists during this transitional era.

In what ways does the setting of Wide Sargasso Sea
contrast with the setting of Jane Eyre?

Wide Sargasso Sea is set in the vibrant, tropical Caribbean, emphasizing cultural hybridity
and colonial tensions, whereas Jane Eyre is set in the colder, more rigid English countryside.
This contrast highlights differing social structures and personal freedoms experienced by
the characters.



How does the setting contribute to Antoinette’s sense
of identity in Wide Sargasso Sea?

The Caribbean setting, with its colonial history and cultural mixture, contributes to
Antoinette’s complex sense of identity, as she struggles with feelings of belonging and
alienation due to her Creole heritage and the racial and social divisions of the time.

Additional Resources

1. Wide Sargasso Sea by Jean Rhys

This novel serves as a prequel to Charlotte Bronté’s *Jane Eyre*, exploring the life of
Antoinette Cosway, a Creole heiress in Jamaica. The story delves into themes of identity,
colonialism, and madness, set against the lush, oppressive backdrop of the Caribbean. Rhys
vividly captures the cultural tensions and haunting beauty of the islands during the early
19th century.

2. Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronté

While not set in the Caribbean, this classic novel is intrinsically linked to *Wide Sargasso
Sea* through the character of Bertha Mason. The English moors and Thornfield Hall contrast
sharply with the tropical setting of Rhys’s work, highlighting themes of confinement,
otherness, and the gothic atmosphere that permeates both stories.

3. Black Venus by Angela Carter

This collection of short stories includes tales that explore colonialism, race, and gender,
often set in exotic or postcolonial landscapes. Carter’s rich, evocative prose and focus on
marginalized voices complement the themes found in *Wide Sargasso Sea*, making it a
compelling companion read.

4. The Lonely Londoners by Sam Selvon

Set in mid-20th century London, this novel chronicles the experiences of Caribbean
immigrants adjusting to life in a metropolitan, postcolonial environment. Although
geographically different, the book echoes the cultural displacement and identity struggles
seen in *Wide Sargasso Sea*.

5. Salt by Nayyirah Waheed

A modern poetry collection that explores themes of identity, heritage, and resilience, *Salt*
reflects the emotional and cultural complexities faced by people of Caribbean descent.
Waheed'’s sparse yet powerful language evokes the lingering effects of colonial history,
much like Rhys’s narrative.

6. The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao by Junot Diaz

Set partly in the Dominican Republic, this novel weaves together Caribbean history,
folklore, and contemporary identity crises. Diaz’s exploration of colonial legacies and
cultural hybridity parallels the postcolonial setting and themes of alienation in *Wide
Sargasso Sea*.

7. In the Castle of My Skin by George Lamming
This coming-of-age novel set in Barbados during the colonial period examines the social
and political upheavals that shape the protagonist’s life. Lamming’s depiction of Caribbean



society during a time of change resonates with the historical and cultural backdrop of
Rhys’s novel.

8. A House for Mr Biswas by V.S. Naipaul

Set in Trinidad, this novel tells the story of Mr. Biswas’s quest for identity and belonging
within a postcolonial society. The book’s focus on personal and cultural displacement
mirrors the struggles faced by characters in *Wide Sargasso Sea*.

9. Caribbean Literary Criticism and the Legacy of Colonialism edited by Susheila Nasta
This collection of essays offers critical perspectives on Caribbean literature, including
discussions on Jean Rhys’s work. It provides valuable insights into the postcolonial settings
and themes that shape *Wide Sargasso Sea* and similar narratives, enriching readers’
understanding of the region’s literary landscape.
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wide sargasso sea setting: Wide Sargasso Sea Jean Rhys, 1992 A considerable tour de force by
any standard. ?New York Times Book Review

wide sargasso sea setting: Critical Perspectives on Jean Rhys Pierrette M. Frickey, 1990
Rhys, acclaimed author of Wide Sargasso Sea, Quartet, and other novels treating the alienation of a
woman from the Caribbean living in European settings, has been a focus of interest both as a
feminist writer and in the context of Caribbean literature.

wide sargasso sea setting: Wide Sargasso Sea at 50 Elaine Savory, Erica L. Johnson,
2020-11-03 This book revisits Jean Rhys’s ground-breaking 1966 novel to explore its cultural and
artistic influence in the areas of not only literature and literary criticism, but fashion design, visual
art, and the theatre as well. Building on symposia that were held in London and New York in 2016 in
honour of the novel’s half-century, this collection demonstrates just how timely Rhys’s insights into
colonial history, sexual relations, and aesthetics continue to be. The chapters include an extensive
interview with novelist Caryl Phillips, who in 2018 published a novel about Rhys’s life, an account of
how Wide Sargasso Sea can be read through the lens of the #MeToo Movement, a clothing line
inspired by the novel, and new critical directions. As both a celebration and scholarly evaluation, the
collection shows how enduring Rhys’s novel is in its continuing literary influence and social
commentary.

wide sargasso sea setting: A Study Guide for Jean Rhys's Wide Sargasso Sea Gale, Cengage
Learning, 2015-09-24

wide sargasso sea setting: Identities on the Move Silvia Pilar Castro-Borrego, Maria Isabel
Romero-Ruiz, 2014-12-24 The development of new sexualities and gender identities has become a
crucial issue in the field of literary and cultural studies in the first years of the twenty-first century.
The roles of gender and sexual identities in the struggle for equality have become a major concern in
both fields. The legacy of this process has its origins in the last decades of the nineteenth century
and the twentieth century. The Victorian preoccupation about the female body and sexual
promiscuity was focused on the regulation of deviant elements in society and the control of venereal
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disease; homosexuals, lesbians, and prostitutes’ identities were considered out of the norm and
against the moral values of the time. The relationship between sexuality and gender identity has
attracted wide-ranging discussion amongst feminist theorists during the last few decades. The
methodologies of cultural studies and, in particular, of post-structuralism and post-colonialism,
urges us to read and interpret different cultures and different texts in ways that enhance personal
and collective views of identity which are culturally grounded. These readings question the
postmodernist concept of identity by looking into more progressive views of identity and difference
addressing post-positivist interpretations of key identity markers such as sex, gender, race, and
agency. As a consequence, an individual’s identity is recognized as culturally constructed and the
result of power relations. Identities on the Move: Contemporary Representations of New Sexualities
and Gender Identities offers creative insights on pressing issues and engages in productive dialogue.
Identities on the Move to addresses the topic of new sexualities and gender identities and their
representation in post-colonial and contemporary Anglophone literary, historical, and cultural
productions from a trans-national, trans-cultural, and anti-essentialist perspective. The authors
include the views and concerns of people of color, of women in the diaspora, in our evermore
multiethnic and multicultural societies, and their representation in the media, films, popular culture,
subcultures, and the arts.

wide sargasso sea setting: Breaking the Sequence Ellen G. Friedman, Miriam Fuchs,
2014-07-14 These nineteen essays introduce the rich and until now largely unexplored tradition of
women's experimental fiction in the twentieth century. The writers discussed here range from
Gertrude Stein to Christine Brooke-Rose and include, among others, Virginia Woolf, Jean Rhys, Jane
Bowles, Marguerite Young, Eva Figes, Joyce Carol Oates, and Marguerite Duras. Friedman and
Fuchs demonstrate the breadth of their research, first in their introduction to the volume, in which
they outline the history of the reception of women's experimental fiction, and analyze and categorize
the work not only of the writers to whom essays are devoted but of a number of others, too; and
second in an extensive and wonderfully useful bibliography.--Emma Kafalenos, The International
Fiction Review After an introduction that is practically itself a monograph, eighteen essayists (too
many of them distinguished to allow an equitable sampling) take up three generations of
post-modernists.--American Literature The editors see this volume as part of the continuing feminist
project of the "recovery and foregrounding of women writers.' Friedman and Fuchs's substantive
introduction excellently synthesizes the issues presented in the rest of the volume.--Patrick D.
Murphy, Studies in the Humanities Originally published in 1989. The Princeton Legacy Library uses
the latest print-on-demand technology to again make available previously out-of-print books from the
distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These editions preserve the original texts of
these important books while presenting them in durable paperback and hardcover editions. The goal
of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage found in
the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.

wide sargasso sea setting: Critical Coalitions Rimika Singhvi, Gunja Patni, 2024-09-13 Step
into a thought-provoking world to explore the dynamic interplay of literary aesthetics and some of
the key contemporary themes of postcoloniality, posthumanism, the female body, gendered
geographies, myth and new media, cinema, and literature. While the first three sections of the book
foster a dialogue amongst scholars and practitioners to examine how literature engages with and
shapes our understanding of these multifaceted themes, the next two extend the discussion through
no-holds barred interviews and poignant poetry-contributions that add depth and texture, offering
fresh perspectives on culture, identity, and representation. With each turn of the page, discover the
transformative power of literature in today’s globalized landscape.

wide sargasso sea setting: Wide Sargasso Sea (SparkNotes Literature Guide)
SparkNotes, 2014-08-12 Wide Sargasso Sea (SparkNotes Literature Guide) by Jean Rhys Making the
reading experience fun! Created by Harvard students for students everywhere, SparkNotes is a new
breed of study guide: smarter, better, faster. Geared to what today's students need to know,
SparkNotes provides: *Chapter-by-chapter analysis *Explanations of key themes, motifs, and



symbols *A review quiz and essay topicsLively and accessible, these guides are perfect for late-night
studying and writing papers

wide sargasso sea setting: The Encyclopedia of the Gothic, 2 Volume Set William Hughes,
David Punter, Andrew Smith, 2015-12-21 THE ENCYCLOPEDIA OF THE GOTHIC “Well written and
interesting [it is] a testament to the breadth and depth of knowledge about its central subject among
the more than 130 contributing writers, and also among the three editors, each of whom is a
significant figure in the field of gothic studies ... A reference work that’s firmly rooted in and actively
devoted to expressing the current state of academic scholarship about its area.” New York Journal of
Books “A substantial achievement.” Reference Reviews Comprehensive and wide-ranging, The
Encyclopedia of the Gothic brings together over 200 newly-commissioned essays by leading scholars
writing on all aspects of the Gothic as it is currently taught and researched, along with challenging
insights into the development of the genre and its impact on contemporary culture. The A-Z entries
provide comprehensive coverage of relevant authors, national traditions, critical developments, and
notable texts that continue to define, shape, and inform the genre. The volume’s approach is truly
interdisciplinary, with essays by specialist international contributors whose expertise extends
beyond Gothic literature to film, music, drama, art, and architecture. From Angels and American
Gothic to Wilde and Witchcraft, The Encyclopedia of the Gothic is the definitive reference guide to
all aspects of this strange and wondrous genre. The Wiley-Blackwell Encyclopedia of Literature is a
comprehensive, scholarly, authoritative, and critical overview of literature and theory comprising
individual titles covering key literary genres, periods, and sub-disciplines. Available both in print and
online, this groundbreaking resource provides students, teachers, and researchers with cutting-edge
scholarship in literature and literary studies.

wide sargasso sea setting: Creole Crossings Carolyn Vellenga Berman, 2018-07-05 The
character of the Creole woman—the descendant of settlers or slaves brought up on the colonial
frontier—is a familiar one in nineteenth-century French, British, and American literature. In Creole
Crossings, Carolyn Vellenga Berman examines the use of this recurring figure in such canonical
novels as Jane Eyre, Uncle Tom's Cabin, and Indiana, as well as in the antislavery discourse of the
period. Creole in its etymological sense means brought up domestically, and Berman shows how the
campaign to reform slavery in the colonies converged with literary depictions of family life.
[lluminating a literary genealogy that crosses political, familial, and linguistic lines, Creole Crossings
reveals how racial, sexual, and moral boundaries continually shifted as the century's writers
reflected on the realities of slavery, empire, and the home front. Berman offers compelling readings
of the domestic fiction of Honoré de Balzac, Charlotte Bronté, Maria Edgeworth, Harriet Jacobs,
George Sand, Harriet Beecher Stowe, and others, alongside travel narratives, parliamentary reports,
medical texts, journalism, and encyclopedias. Focusing on a neglected social classification in both
fiction and nonfiction, Creole Crossings establishes the crucial importance of the Creole character as
a marker of sexual norms and national belonging.

wide sargasso sea setting: The Brontés in the World of the Arts Sandra Hagan, Juliette Wells,
2008 This interdisciplinary collection presents new research on the Brontés' intense and varied
relationship to the wider world of the arts. With essays by scholars who represent the fields of
literary studies, music, art, theatre studies, and material culture, the volume brings together the
strongest current research and suggests areas for future work on the Brontés and their cultural
contexts.

wide sargasso sea setting: Reading the Novel in English 1950 - 2000 Brian W. Shaffer,
2009-02-09 Written in clear, jargon-free prose, this introductory text charts the variety of novel
writing in English in the second half of the twentieth century. An engaging introduction to the
English-language novel from 1950-2000 (exclusive of the US). Provides students both with strategies
for interpretation and with fresh readings of selected seminal texts. Maps out the most important
contexts and concepts for understanding this fiction. Features readings of ten influential
English-language novels including Margaret Atwood's The Handmaid's Tale, Kazuo Ishiguro’s
Remains of the Day and Chinua Achebe's Things Fall Apart.



wide sargasso sea setting: Mobility, Spatiality, and Resistance in Literary and Political
Discourse Christian Beck, 2021-11-11 Mobility, Space, and Resistance: Transformative Spatiality in
Literary and Political Discourse draws from various disciplines—such as geography, sociology,
political science, gender studies, and poststructuralist thought—to posit the productive capabilities
of literature in political action and at the same time show how literary art can resist the imposition
and domination of oppressive systems of our spatial lives. The various approaches, topics, and types
of literature discussed in this volume display a concern for social issues that can be addressed in and
through literature. The essays address social injustice, oppression, discrimination, and their spatial
representations. While offering interpretations of literature, this collection seeks to show how
literary spaces contribute to understanding, changing, or challenging physical spaces of our lived
world.

wide sargasso sea setting: The Routledge Companion to Anglophone Caribbean Literature
Michael A. Bucknor, Alison Donnell, 2011-06-14 The Routledge Companion to Anglophone Caribbean
Literature offers a comprehensive, critically engaging overview of this increasingly significant body
of work. The volume is divided into six sections that consider: the foremost figures of the
Anglophone Caribbean literary tradition and a history of literary critical debate textual turning
points, identifying key moments in both literary and critical history and bringing lesser known works
into context fresh perspectives on enduring and contentious critical issues including the canon,
nation, race, gender, popular culture and migration new directions for literary criticism and theory,
such as eco-criticism, psychoanalysis and queer studies the material dissemination of Anglophone
Caribbean literature and generic interfaces with film and visual art This volume is an essential text
that brings together sixty-nine entries from scholars across three generations of Caribbean literary
studies, ranging from foundational critical voices to emergent scholars in the field. The volume's
reach of subject and clarity of writing provide an excellent resource and springboard to further
research for those working in literature and cultural studies, postcolonial and diaspora studies as
well as Caribbean studies, history and geography.

wide sargasso sea setting: The Encyclopedia of Twentieth-Century Fiction, 3 Volume Set Brian
W. Shaffer, 2011-01-18 This Encyclopedia offers an indispensable reference guide to
twentieth-century fiction in the English-language. With nearly 500 contributors and over one million
words, it is the most comprehensive and authoritative reference guide to twentieth-century fiction in
the English language. Contains over 500 entries of 1000-3000 words written in lucid, jargon-free
prose, by an international cast of leading scholars Arranged in three volumes covering British and
Irish Fiction, American Fiction, and World Fiction, with each volume edited by a leading scholar in
the field Entries cover major writers (such as Saul Bellow, Raymond Chandler, John Steinbeck,
Virginia Woolf, A.S. Byatt, Samual Beckett, D.H. Lawrence, Zadie Smith, Salman Rushdie, V.S.
Naipaul, Nadine Gordimer, Alice Munro, Chinua Achebe, ]J.M. Coetzee, and Ngtigi Wa Thiong’o) and
their key works Examines the genres and sub-genres of fiction in English across the twentieth
century (including crime fiction, Sci-Fi, chick lit, the noir novel, and the avant-garde novel) as well
as the major movements, debates, and rubrics within the field, such as censorship, globalization,
modernist fiction, fiction and the film industry, and the fiction of migration, diaspora, and exile

wide sargasso sea setting: Marina Warner and the Ethics of Telling Silenced Stories Lisa
Propst, 2020-12-17 Efforts to fight back against silencing are central to social justice movements and
scholarly fields such as feminist and postcolonial studies. But claiming to give voice to people who
have been silenced always risks appropriating those people's stories. Lisa Propst argues that the
British novelist and public intellectual Marina Warner offers some of the most provocative
contemporary interventions into this dilemma. Tracing her writing from her early journalism to her
novels, short stories, and studies of myths and fairy tales, Propst shows that in Warner's work,
features such as stylized voices and narrative silences - tales that Warner's books hint at but never
tell - question the authority of the writer to tell other people's stories. At the same time they
demonstrate the power of literature to make new ethical connections between people, inviting
readers to reflect on whom they are responsible to and how they are implicated in social systems



that perpetuate silencing. By exploring how to combat silencing through narrative without
reproducing it, Marina Warner and the Ethics of Telling Silenced Stories takes up an issue crucial
not just to literature and art but to journalists, policy makers, human rights activists, and all people
striving to formulate their own responses to injustice.

wide sargasso sea setting: The Cambridge Companion to Modernist Women Writers
Maren Tova Linett, 2010-09-23 Women played a central role in literary modernism, theorizing,
debating, writing, and publishing the critical and imaginative work that resulted in a new literary
culture during the early twentieth century. This volume provides a thorough overview of the main
genres, the important issues, and the key figures in women's writing during the years 1890-1945.
The essays treat the work of Woolf, Stein, Cather, H. D. Barnes, Hurston, and many others in detail;
they also explore women's salons, little magazines, activism, photography, film criticism, and dance.
Written especially for this Companion, these lively essays introduce students and scholars to the
vibrant field of women's modernism.

wide sargasso sea setting: The History of British Women's Writing, 1945-1975 Clare
Hanson, Susan Watkins, 2017-09-14 This volume reshapes our understanding of British literary
culture from 1945-1975 by exploring the richness and diversity of women’s writing of this period.
Essays by leading scholars reveal the range and intensity of women writers’ engagement with
post-war transformations including the founding of the Welfare State, the gradual liberalization of
attitudes to gender and sexuality and the reconfiguration of Britain and the empire in the context of
the Cold War. Attending closely to the politics of form, the sixteen essays range across ‘literary’,
‘middlebrow’ and ‘popular’ genres, including espionage thrillers and historical fiction, children’s
literature and science fiction, as well as poetry, drama and journalism. They examine issues
including realism and experimentalism, education, class and politics, the emergence of
‘second-wave’ feminism, responses to the Holocaust and mass migration and diaspora. The volume
offers an exciting reassessment of women’s writing at a time of radical social change and rapid
cultural expansion.

wide sargasso sea setting: A Breath of Fresh Eyre Margarete Rubik, Elke
Mettinger-Schartmann, 2007 Contributions review a diverse range of works, from postcolonial
revision to postmodern fantasy, from imaginary after-lives to science fiction, from plays and
Hollywood movies to opera, from lithographs and illustrated editions to comics and graphic novels.

wide sargasso sea setting: Disturbers of the Peace Kelly Baker Josephs, 2013-10-11
Exploring the prevalence of madness in Caribbean texts written in English in the mid-twentieth
century, Kelly Baker Josephs focuses on celebrated writers such as Jean Rhys, V. S. Naipaul, and
Derek Walcott as well as on understudied writers such as Sylvia Wynter and Erna Brodber. Because
mad figures appear frequently in Caribbean literature from French, Spanish, and English
traditions—in roles ranging from bit parts to first-person narrators—the author regards madness as
a part of the West Indian literary aesthetic. The relatively condensed decolonization of the
anglophone islands during the 1960s and 1970s, she argues, makes literature written in English
during this time especially rich for an examination of the function of madness in literary critiques of
colonialism and in the Caribbean project of nation-making. In drawing connections between madness
and literature, gender, and religion, this book speaks not only to the field of Caribbean studies but
also to colonial and postcolonial literature in general. The volume closes with a study of
twenty-first-century literature of the Caribbean diaspora, demonstrating that Caribbean writers still
turn to representations of madness to depict their changing worlds.
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