
walk two moons setting
walk two moons setting plays a crucial role in the narrative development and thematic
depth of Sharon Creech’s acclaimed novel. The setting not only grounds the story in a
tangible world but also reflects the emotional journeys of the characters, particularly the
protagonist Salamanca Tree Hiddle. This article explores the various locations and time
periods that compose the walk two moons setting, analyzing how each contributes to the
overall mood, symbolism, and plot progression. Understanding the geographical and
temporal context helps readers grasp the novel’s exploration of identity, loss, and family
dynamics. The walk two moons setting also intertwines with cultural and historical
elements, enriching the reading experience. This comprehensive overview will detail the
primary settings, their significance, and how they influence character development and
thematic expression. The following sections provide a detailed examination of the walk
two moons setting’s components and their literary importance.

Main Geographical Locations

Temporal Setting and Time Period

Symbolism and Mood in the Setting

The Impact of Setting on Character Development

Cultural and Historical Contexts in the Setting

Main Geographical Locations

The walk two moons setting encompasses several key geographical locations that are
integral to the story’s plot and themes. The novel primarily takes place across two distinct
regions: the rural town in Ohio where Salamanca Tree Hiddle lives with her grandparents,
and the road trip she undertakes to Idaho to visit her mother. Each location serves a
unique purpose in the narrative’s unfolding.

Granite County, Ohio

Granite County, a fictional rural town in Ohio, serves as the initial setting for the novel. It
is depicted as a close-knit, small community where everyone knows each other. The town’s
natural surroundings, including woods, fields, and rivers, provide a backdrop for
Salamanca’s reflections on her family and past. This setting emphasizes themes of home,
belonging, and the simplicity of rural life, while also highlighting Salamanca’s feelings of
loss and confusion.



Idaho and the Road Trip

The journey from Ohio to Idaho is a significant portion of the walk two moons setting. This
cross-country road trip represents a physical and emotional voyage for Salamanca and her
grandparents as they search for Salamanca’s mother. The changing landscapes, from
Ohio’s farmland to the mountainous terrain of Idaho, mirror the characters’ internal
transformations. The setting during the trip introduces a sense of adventure, uncertainty,
and hope.

The Indian Reservation and Cultural Significance

Salamanca’s heritage and visits to Native American sites also feature prominently in the
walk two moons setting. The inclusion of the reservation and cultural landmarks grounds
the story in the context of Native American identity. These locations are vital to
understanding Salamanca’s background and the influence of her heritage on her
worldview.

Temporal Setting and Time Period

The temporal setting of walk two moons is contemporary to the time it was written,
approximately the late 1980s to early 1990s. While the novel does not specify exact years,
the time period is reflected through the societal norms, technology, and daily life
described by the characters. The temporal setting helps readers relate to the story’s
context and the characters’ experiences.

Contemporary Life and Technology

The novel’s time frame is characterized by limited technology compared to modern
standards, such as the absence of smartphones or widespread internet use. This influences
the way characters communicate and travel, enhancing the authenticity of the road trip
and interpersonal interactions. The temporal setting also reflects social attitudes and
family dynamics typical of late 20th-century American life.

Flashbacks and Past Events

Within the contemporary narrative, flashbacks to past events provide depth to the
characters’ histories. These glimpses into the past are essential for understanding the
motivations and emotional states of Salamanca and other characters. The temporal shifts
between present and past enrich the story’s complexity and emotional resonance.



Symbolism and Mood in the Setting

The walk two moons setting is imbued with symbolic meaning that enhances the novel’s
mood and themes. The various locations and temporal elements contribute to a layered
atmosphere that reflects the protagonist’s inner journey and the novel’s exploration of
grief, identity, and healing.

Natural Elements as Symbols

Natural features such as trees, rivers, and the night sky frequently appear in the walk two
moons setting and carry symbolic weight. For example, the title itself references the
moon, symbolizing cycles, change, and duality. These natural elements evoke emotions
and mark transitions in Salamanca’s life.

Mood Created by the Setting

The mood of the novel shifts in accordance with the setting—from the comfort and
familiarity of home in Ohio to the uncertainty and anticipation of the road trip. The
settings evoke feelings of nostalgia, melancholy, hope, and renewal. This emotional
layering supports the narrative’s thematic depth and reader engagement.

The Impact of Setting on Character Development

The walk two moons setting directly influences the growth and transformation of
characters, particularly Salamanca Tree Hiddle. The physical journey across states
parallels her psychological journey toward understanding and acceptance.

Salamanca’s Connection to Place

Salamanca’s attachment to her home environment and her experiences during the trip
shape her identity and coping mechanisms. The settings provide spaces for reflection,
confrontation, and revelation, enabling her to process complex feelings about her mother
and family.

Grandparents and Other Characters

The grandparents’ perspectives on the changing settings reveal generational differences
and contribute to the story’s emotional texture. Other characters are also influenced by



their environments, which serve as catalysts for their actions and decisions.

Cultural and Historical Contexts in the Setting

The walk two moons setting integrates cultural and historical elements that deepen the
narrative’s meaning. These contexts inform the characters’ identities and the story’s
thematic concerns.

Native American Heritage

Salamanca’s Native American background is woven into the setting through references to
traditions, stories, and locations. This cultural context enriches the portrayal of identity
and belonging within the novel. It also challenges stereotypes and highlights the
importance of heritage in personal development.

Historical Context of Rural America

The rural American setting reflects historical realities of small-town life in the late 20th
century, including economic challenges, social structures, and community values. This
historical backdrop provides insight into the characters’ circumstances and motivations.

Key Elements of the Walk Two Moons Setting

Rural small-town atmosphere of Granite County, Ohio

The transformative cross-country road trip to Idaho

Natural landscapes symbolizing change and growth

Temporal setting grounded in late 20th-century America

Cultural influences from Native American heritage

Frequently Asked Questions



Where does the story 'Walk Two Moons' primarily take
place?
'Walk Two Moons' primarily takes place in two main settings: the journey across several
states as Sal and her grandparents travel from Ohio to Idaho, and the town of Bybanks,
Kentucky, where Sal's family originally lived.

How does the setting in 'Walk Two Moons' influence the
story?
The changing settings reflect Sal's emotional journey and growth. The road trip represents
her physical and emotional quest for understanding her mother's disappearance, while
Bybanks represents her past and the place where key events occurred.

What role does the setting of Bybanks, Kentucky play in
'Walk Two Moons'?
Bybanks is the hometown of Sal and her mother, and it holds many memories and secrets
that are central to the story's plot and Sal's personal history.

How is the setting of the road trip depicted in 'Walk Two
Moons'?
The road trip setting is depicted through various landscapes and towns, highlighting the
themes of adventure, discovery, and transition as Sal travels with her grandparents to find
her mother.

Does the setting in 'Walk Two Moons' change
throughout the novel?
Yes, the setting changes between the present-day road trip across several states and
flashbacks to life in Bybanks, Kentucky, providing a contrast between Sal's past and
present.

How does Sharon Creech use setting to develop Sal's
character in 'Walk Two Moons'?
Creech uses the different settings to mirror Sal's emotional state and growth. The journey
setting symbolizes Sal's search for healing and understanding, while the hometown setting
reveals her roots and the source of her pain.

Is the setting of 'Walk Two Moons' based on real
locations?
Yes, the settings in 'Walk Two Moons' are based on real places in the United States,
including Ohio, Kentucky, and Idaho, which adds realism and relatability to the story.



How does the natural environment impact the mood in
'Walk Two Moons'?
The natural environment, such as forests, mountains, and rivers encountered during the
trip, creates a reflective and sometimes somber mood that complements Sal's emotional
journey.

What significance does the setting have in the
resolution of 'Walk Two Moons'?
The journey's final destination and returning to familiar places help Sal come to terms
with her mother's absence, symbolizing closure and acceptance within the story.

Additional Resources
1. Because of Winn-Dixie
This heartwarming novel by Kate DiCamillo is set in a small town in Florida and follows a
young girl named Opal who adopts a stray dog. The story explores themes of friendship,
family, and healing, much like the emotional journey in *Walk Two Moons*. The vivid
small-town setting and the focus on personal growth make it a relatable and touching
read.

2. Bridge to Terabithia
Written by Katherine Paterson, this book tells the story of two children, Jess and Leslie,
who create an imaginary kingdom in the woods. Set in rural Virginia, the novel addresses
themes of friendship, loss, and imagination. Its exploration of childhood emotions and
coping with grief parallels the emotional depth found in *Walk Two Moons*.

3. Out of the Dust
Karen Hesse’s novel is set in the Oklahoma Dust Bowl during the Great Depression and is
told through free-verse poetry. It follows Billie Jo, a young girl facing hardship and loss
while trying to find hope. The historical setting and themes of resilience and family align
well with the reflective tone of *Walk Two Moons*.

4. The Secret Life of Bees
Set in South Carolina in 1964, Sue Monk Kidd’s novel centers on Lily Owens, a young girl
searching for the truth about her mother. The Southern setting and the journey toward
self-discovery and healing make it a complementary read to *Walk Two Moons*. It also
touches on themes of racial tension and female empowerment.

5. Where the Red Fern Grows
Wilson Rawls’s classic novel is set in the Ozark Mountains and follows a boy named Billy
and his two hunting dogs. The story beautifully captures rural life and the bond between
humans and animals. Themes of love, loss, and coming of age are explored in a way that
resonates with the emotional landscape of *Walk Two Moons*.

6. Esperanza Rising
Pam Muñoz Ryan’s novel depicts the journey of Esperanza, a young girl who moves from a



wealthy life in Mexico to a farm labor camp in California during the Great Depression. The
historical and cultural setting, along with themes of change, perseverance, and family,
provide a meaningful backdrop similar to *Walk Two Moons*.

7. Because of Mr. Terupt
Rob Buyea’s story takes place in a fifth-grade classroom and focuses on seven students
who are changed by their new teacher, Mr. Terupt. The contemporary school setting and
themes of friendship, understanding, and personal growth echo the relational dynamics
found in *Walk Two Moons*. It offers multiple perspectives that deepen the narrative.

8. Bud, Not Buddy
Set during the Great Depression in Michigan, Christopher Paul Curtis’s novel follows Bud
Caldwell, a boy searching for his father. The historical setting and themes of family, hope,
and resilience align with the emotional and setting elements in *Walk Two Moons*. Bud’s
journey is both poignant and uplifting.

9. The Penderwicks: A Summer Tale of Four Sisters, Two Rabbits, and a Very Interesting
Boy
Jeanne Birdsall’s novel is set in the Berkshire Mountains during a summer vacation. It
chronicles the adventures and bonds of the four Penderwick sisters as they explore their
surroundings. The charming, nature-filled setting and focus on family relationships
provide a lighthearted yet meaningful counterpart to the themes in *Walk Two Moons*.
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  walk two moons setting: Walk Two Moons (SparkNotes Literature Guide) SparkNotes,
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for candidates preparing for various competitive examinations. It contains many objective questions
specifically designed for different exams. Answer keys are provided at the end of each page. It will
undoubtedly serve as the best preparation material for aspirants. This book is an engaging quiz
eBook for all and offers something for everyone. This book will satisfy the curiosity of most students
while also challenging their trivia skills and introducing them to new information. Use this
invaluable book to test your subject-matter expertise. Multiple-choice exams are a common
assessment method that all prospective candidates must be familiar with in today?s academic
environment. Although the majority of students are accustomed to this MCQ format, many are not
well-versed in it. To achieve success in MCQ tests, quizzes, and trivia challenges, one requires
test-taking techniques and skills in addition to subject knowledge. It also provides you with the skills
and information you need to achieve a good score in challenging tests or competitive examinations.
Whether you have studied the subject on your own, read for pleasure, or completed coursework, it
will assess your knowledge and prepare you for competitive exams, quizzes, trivia, and more.
  walk two moons setting: Focus on Reading: Walk Two Moons - Study Guide Marshall K. Hall,
2004 Prepares students for reading success through prereading background material ; Focuses
reading with guided questions ; Builds vocabulary ; Develops cultural literacy.
  walk two moons setting: Write Your Own Realistic Fiction Story Tish Farrell, 2006 Explains
how to create realistic fiction, from crafting believable characters to creating intense plots, with
examples from successful drama and comedic fiction books.
  walk two moons setting: Unsettling Narratives Clare Bradford, 2007-04-26 Children’s books
seek to assist children to understand themselves and their world. Unsettling Narratives: Postcolonial
Readings of Children’s Literature demonstrates how settler-society texts position child readers as
citizens of postcolonial nations, how they represent the colonial past to modern readers, what they
propose about race relations, and how they conceptualize systems of power and government. Clare
Bradford focuses on texts produced since 1980 in Canada, the United States, Australia, and New
Zealand and includes picture books, novels, and films by Indigenous and non-Indigenous publishers
and producers. From extensive readings, the author focuses on key works to produce a thorough
analysis rather than a survey. Unsettling Narratives opens up an area of scholarship and
discussion—the use of postcolonial theories—relatively new to the field of children’s literature and
demonstrates that many texts recycle the colonial discourses naturalized within mainstream
cultures.
  walk two moons setting: Sharon Creech Pamela Sissi Carroll, 2007-08-30 Sharon Creech is a
best-selling author for young adult readers, and her books are enjoyed in both classroom settings
and for leisure reading for three important reasons: -She shows great respect for teens through
giving attention to the voices of teen protagonists, creating adventures in which teens grown socially
and emotionally as a result of a journey. She captures the language of her characters, including
dialects from the hollers of West Virginia and the mountains of Switzerland, and introduces
figurative language and vocabulary to enrich her readers' experience during and after their time
with her books. With humor and gentleness, she provides readers with a sense of hope. After an
introductory chapter and biographical sketch, there is one chapter per volume that examines the
characters, plot, setting, and themes in each work. This volume will be useful to young adults
wanting to delve deeper into the worlds of Creech's characters, or literature professionals studying
Creech's works.
  walk two moons setting: Using Google EarthTM: Bring the World into Your Classroom
Levels 6-8 JoBea Holt, 2012-02-01 Provides step-by-step instructions, lessons, and activities that
integrate Google Earth into social studies, science, mathematics, and English language arts
curriculum.
  walk two moons setting: CliffsNotes 1990s Newbery Medal Winners Suzanne Pavlos,
2001-03-07 The original CliffsNotes study guides offer expert commentary on major themes, plots,
characters, literary devices, and historical background. The latest generation of titles in this series
also features glossaries and visual elements that complement the classic, familiar format. The works



covered in CliffsNotes 1990s Newbery Medal Winners are a reflection of the society in which they
were written. A recurring theme in the novels that won the Newbery Medal Award in the 1990s,
regardless of the time period in which they were set, is the interdependence of people. Other
significant themes that appear as a common thread are friendship and family, courage and bravery,
and the dilemmas of adolescents struggling to become adults. With plenty of background
information about each author, plot synopses, character maps, and in-depth analysis of characters
and themes CliffsNotes 1990s Newbery Medal Winners is your ticket to understanding and enjoying
all of the following novels: Holes, by Louis Sachar Out of the Dust, by Karen Hesse The View from
Saturday, by Elaine Lobl Konigsburg The Midwife’s Apprentice, by Karen Cushman Walk Two
Moons, by Sharon Creech The Giver, by Lois Lowry Missing May, by Cynthia Rylant Shiloh, by
Phyllis Reynolds Naylor Maniac Magee, by Jerry Spinelli Number the Stars, by Lois Lowry Classic
literature or modern-day treasure—you'll understand it all with expert information and insight from
CliffsNotes study guides.
  walk two moons setting: Every Reader a Close Reader Samantha Cleaver, 2015-07-17 Close
reading, the purposeful, focused reading and rereading of text, is more than an education buzzword.
Every Reader, a Close Reader defines and unpacks the components of close reading and explores
how to apply it within the context of the Common Core State Standards so that every student will be
able to implement close reading strategies in class and independently. Drawing expertise and ideas
from research, as well as teachers from across the country, Every Reader, a Close Reader serves as
both an instructional guide and professional development tool for classroom teachers and
instructional leaders to use when starting or strengthening close reading at the classroom level. In
addition, this book includes chapters that focus on developing the close reading skills of students
who are struggling readers, English language learners, or gifted learners.
  walk two moons setting: High Interest / Low Readability Mysteries, Grade 6 Tendero,
2012-10-22 These attention-grabbing, age-appropriate stories are perfect for struggling readers.
Stories range from a 2.0 to 5.0 reading level and are accompanied by pre-reading activities,
vocabulary exercises, discussion questions, and writing activities. Topics and illustrations will appeal
to middle school students
  walk two moons setting: Aesthetic Approaches to Children's Literature Maria Nikolajeva,
2005-05-12 Each chapter includes a short introduction to a specific theoretical approach, an
example of its application to a literary text, a number of activities such as study questions and
reading exercises, and suggestions for further exploration. Contemporary literary theories discussed
include semiotics and hermeneutics; structuralism and narratology; feminist and postcolonial theory;
psychoanalysis, and reader response.
  walk two moons setting: Walk Two Moons by Sharon Creech Phyllis Ann Green, 2000 On a
long car trip from Ohio to Idaho, 13-year-old Salamanca Tree Hiddle regales her grandparents with a
story about her friend Phoebe, who receives a message from a potential lunatic and must cope with
the disappearance of her mother. Beneath Phoebe's story is Sal's own--and her seach for her own
mother who left for Idaho one sunny morning and never returned. 1995 Newery Medal winner. ALA
Notable Children's Book of 1995. School Library Journal Best Books of the Year, 1994. 1995 Notable
Trade Books in the Language Arts. Copyright © Libri GmbH. All rights reserved.
  walk two moons setting: Storied Inquiries in International Landscapes Tonya Huber,
2010-06-01 Storied Lives: Emancipatory Educational Inquiry—Experience, Narrative, & Pedagogy in
the International Landscape of Diversity contains exemplary research practices, strategies, and
findings gleaned from the contributions to the 15 issues of the Journal of Critical Inquiry Into
Curriculum and Instruction (JCI~>CI). Founding Editor Tonya Huber initiated the JCI~>CI in 1997,
as a refereed journal committed to publishing educational scholarship and research of professionals
in graduate study. The journal was distinguished by its requirement that the scholarship be the
result of the first author’s graduate research—according to Cabell’s Directory, the first journal to do
so. Equally important, the third issue of each volume targeted wide representation of cultures and
world regions. “Current thinking on ...” written by members of the JCI~>CI Editorial Advisory Board



explores state-of-the-art topics related to curriculum inquiry. Illustrations, photography (e.g.,
Sebastião Salgado’s Workers in vol. 2), collage, student-generated art/artifacts, and full-color art
enhance cutting-edge methodologies extending educational research through Aboriginal and Native
oral traditions, arts-based analysis, found poetry, data poetry, narrative, and case study foci on
liberatory pedagogy and social justice action research.
  walk two moons setting: Integrating Multicultural Literature in Libraries and
Classrooms in Secondary Schools KaaVonia Hinton, Gail K. Dickinson, 2007-05-01 Reach
students across all cultures with multicultural literature! Help all students learn to read,
comprehend, and gain information literacy skills through multicultural literature. Use this book to
provide hands-on instruction to help students connect, learn, and achieve Adequate Yearly Progress
(AYP)! Sample standards-based, integrated lesson plans and curriculum units show teachers how to
really integrate multicultural materials in their lessons to help all students achieve. This is an
excellent resource for teachers and librarians who teach and motivate English Language Learners
(ELL) and students from all cultures.
  walk two moons setting: The Common Core Grammar Toolkit Sean Ruday, 2013-08-16 The
Common Core’s language standards can seem overwhelming—students need to learn specific,
complex grammar rules at each grade level. The Common Core Grammar Toolkit to the rescue! This
comprehensive guide makes grammar instruction fun and meaningful. You will learn how to... Teach
the Common Core’s language standards for grades 3–5 by presenting each grammar rule as a useful
writing tool. Use mentor texts—excerpts from great literature—to help students understand
grammar in action. Promote metacognition along the way, so that students become responsible for
their own learning. Throughout the book, you'll find step-by-step recommendations for teaching each
of the grammar tools, plus classroom snapshots that show you the tools in action, and handy
templates that you can use in the classroom. Bonus! The book includes a free annotated
bibliography, which is offered as a Supplemental Download on our website. The bibliography lists
high-quality young adult literature and gives examples of key grammatical concepts found in each
work. It also provides the Common Core Language Standard associated with those concepts!
  walk two moons setting: Fiction and Nonfiction Carolyn M. Callahan, Tracy C. Missett,
2021-09-09 The CLEAR curriculum, developed by University of Virginia's National Research Center
on the Gifted and Talented, is an evidence-based teaching model that emphasizes Challenge Leading
to Engagement, Achievement, and Results. In Fiction and Nonfiction: Language Arts Units for Gifted
Students in Grade 4, students will read and analyze short stories and write their own short story in
the fiction unit. In the nonfiction unit, students will study nonfiction (and creative nonfiction) texts to
examine how writers use many of the same devices to tell nonfiction stories. Students will read a
variety of texts and will write their own memoirs. These units focus on critical literacy skills,
including reading diverse content, understanding texts as reflections of culture, and finding bias in
fiction and nonfiction. Grade 4
  walk two moons setting: Children's Literature in the Elementary School Charlotte S.
Huck, 1997
  walk two moons setting: The Teen Reader's Advisor RoseMary Honnold, 2006 Organized
into eighteen thematic chapters, offers more than nineteen hundred annotated listings of
recommended titles for young adults.
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crew on mile walk workouts, fat burning workouts, workout plans and more
Walk this way – it's quite good for you - American Heart Association   Research shows people
in greener neighborhoods are more likely to walk than those in less-green areas. People in walkable



neighborhoods tend to be more physically active
1.0 Mile Happy Walk | Walk at Home | Walking Workout - YouTube Join the Walk at Home
crew on mile walk workouts, fat burning workouts, workout plans and more
What Happens to Your Body When You Walk Every Day   Walking is an easy, accessible form of
exercise that has many health benefits. A daily walk can help your body stay healthy, boost mood
and energy levels, burn calories, and
Walk at Home - YouTube Join the Walk at Home crew on mile walk workouts, fat burning
workouts, workout plans and more
Walking: Trim your waistline, improve your health - Mayo Clinic   Keeping a record of how
many steps you take, the distance you walk and how long it takes can help you see where you
started from and serve as a source of inspiration
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