
victorian literature
victorian literature represents one of the most significant and influential
periods in English literary history. Spanning from the early 19th century to
the dawn of the 20th century, this era reflects the profound social,
political, and technological changes of Victorian England. The literature of
this period is marked by its exploration of moral values, social criticism,
and the complexities of human nature. Prominent authors such as Charles
Dickens, the Brontë sisters, and Thomas Hardy crafted narratives that
continue to resonate with readers today. This article delves into the
defining characteristics, major themes, notable authors, and enduring impact
of Victorian literature. The following sections provide a comprehensive
overview of this rich literary tradition.

Characteristics of Victorian Literature

Major Themes in Victorian Literature

Notable Authors and Works

Impact and Legacy of Victorian Literature

Characteristics of Victorian Literature
Victorian literature is distinguished by its realism, attention to detail,
and moral earnestness. The literature of this period often sought to depict
the realities of everyday life while addressing pressing social issues.
Writers employed a narrative style that balanced romantic idealism with a
critical eye toward industrialization and societal change. Additionally,
Victorian works frequently incorporated complex characters and intricate
plots designed to engage readers intellectually and emotionally.

Realism and Social Commentary
One of the defining features of Victorian literature is its commitment to
realism. Authors portrayed the social conditions of their time with accuracy
and nuance, highlighting issues such as poverty, class disparity, and gender
inequality. This realistic approach allowed literature to serve as a vehicle
for social commentary and reform.

Moral and Didactic Tone
Victorian literature often carried a strong moral or didactic message,



reflecting the era's emphasis on ethics and propriety. Many works explored
themes of virtue, duty, and redemption, reinforcing societal values while
also questioning their application in a rapidly changing world.

Use of Serialized Publication
Serialization was a common method of publishing Victorian literature, where
novels were released in installments in magazines or newspapers. This format
influenced the structure and pacing of narratives, resulting in cliffhangers
and episodic storytelling that maintained reader interest over time.

Major Themes in Victorian Literature
Themes in Victorian literature often mirror the complexities of the era,
addressing issues related to society, identity, and morality. These motifs
reveal the anxieties and aspirations of Victorian England as it grappled with
modernization and cultural shifts.

Industrialization and Social Change
The rapid industrial growth of the Victorian era profoundly affected
literature. Many works explored the impact of industrialization on the
working class, urbanization, and the environment. The theme of social reform
is prevalent, with literature often advocating for improved living and labor
conditions.

Class and Social Stratification
Class divisions and social mobility are central themes in Victorian
literature. Authors examined the rigid class structures of the time,
portraying the struggles of characters caught between social expectations and
personal desires. These narratives often critique the inequities perpetuated
by the class system.

Gender Roles and Feminism
Victorian literature frequently addresses the roles and limitations imposed
on women within society. Female characters often embody the tensions between
traditional domesticity and emerging feminist ideas. The period saw the rise
of literature that challenged gender norms and advocated for women's rights.



Morality and Religion
The tension between faith and doubt is a recurrent theme, reflecting the
religious debates of the time. Victorian literature grapples with questions
of morality, spirituality, and the search for meaning in an increasingly
secular world.

Industrialization and its societal effects

Class conflict and social mobility

Gender expectations and early feminist thought

Religious faith, doubt, and ethics

Notable Authors and Works
Victorian literature boasts a roster of distinguished authors whose works
have left a lasting imprint on English literature and beyond. Their diverse
styles and themes provide a window into the era's cultural and intellectual
landscape.

Charles Dickens
Charles Dickens is arguably the most celebrated Victorian novelist, known for
his vivid characters and social critique. His novels, such as Oliver Twist
and Great Expectations, highlight the plight of the poor and the injustices
of the legal and social systems.

The Brontë Sisters
Charlotte, Emily, and Anne Brontë contributed significantly to Victorian
literature with their exploration of individualism, passion, and social
constraints. Works like Jane Eyre and Wuthering Heights continue to captivate
readers with their psychological depth and narrative innovation.

Thomas Hardy
Thomas Hardy's novels often depict the harsh realities of rural life and the
inexorable forces of fate. His works, including Tess of the d'Urbervilles and
Far from the Madding Crowd, blend naturalism with a critical view of
Victorian morality.



Other Influential Authors
Additional prominent figures include George Eliot, whose novel Middlemarch
offers a detailed examination of provincial life, and Alfred Lord Tennyson,
whose poetry embodies the era's aesthetic and philosophical concerns.

Charles Dickens – Social realism and reform1.

The Brontë Sisters – Psychological complexity and gothic elements2.

Thomas Hardy – Naturalism and rural tragedy3.

George Eliot – Intellectual and moral exploration4.

Alfred Lord Tennyson – Poetic reflection on Victorian values5.

Impact and Legacy of Victorian Literature
The influence of Victorian literature extends far beyond its historical
period, shaping modern literary forms and cultural discourse. Its exploration
of social issues and human psychology paved the way for subsequent literary
movements.

Influence on Modern Literature
Victorian literature laid the groundwork for modern realism and psychological
fiction. The emphasis on character development and social critique can be
seen in the works of 20th-century authors and continues to inform
contemporary literature.

Cultural and Educational Significance
Victorian literature remains a staple in academic curricula worldwide, valued
for its rich language, complex themes, and historical insight. It continues
to inspire adaptations in theater, film, and other media.

Preservation of Victorian Ideals and Critiques
Through its preservation of Victorian ideals and its critical examination of
those ideals, this body of work serves as both a historical document and a
living dialogue about society, morality, and human experience.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are the defining characteristics of Victorian
literature?
Victorian literature is characterized by its focus on social issues,
morality, and realism. It often explores themes such as industrialization,
class conflict, gender roles, and social reform, with detailed character
development and complex plots.

Who are some of the most prominent Victorian
authors?
Prominent Victorian authors include Charles Dickens, the Brontë sisters
(Charlotte, Emily, and Anne), Thomas Hardy, George Eliot (Mary Ann Evans),
Alfred Lord Tennyson, and Oscar Wilde, among others.

How did the Industrial Revolution influence
Victorian literature?
The Industrial Revolution greatly influenced Victorian literature by
introducing themes of urbanization, social inequality, and the struggles of
the working class. Many authors highlighted the negative impacts of
industrialization on society and individuals, often advocating for social
reform.

What role did women writers play in Victorian
literature?
Women writers played a crucial role in Victorian literature, challenging
traditional gender roles and addressing issues such as women's rights,
education, and social expectations. Authors like the Brontë sisters and
George Eliot gained critical acclaim and helped shape literary trends of the
period.

How does Victorian literature differ from Romantic
literature?
Victorian literature differs from Romantic literature in its focus and style;
while Romantic literature emphasizes emotion, nature, and individualism,
Victorian literature tends to be more concerned with social issues, realism,
and moral questions, reflecting the complexities of a rapidly changing
society.



Additional Resources
1. Great Expectations by Charles Dickens
This classic novel follows the life of Pip, an orphan who aspires to become a
gentleman thanks to an anonymous benefactor. Set in Victorian England, it
explores themes of social class, ambition, and personal growth. Dickens
vividly portrays the struggles and triumphs of his characters within the
rigid social hierarchy of the time.

2. Jane Eyre by Charlotte Brontë
A landmark novel in Victorian literature, Jane Eyre tells the story of an
orphaned girl who becomes a governess and falls in love with her mysterious
employer, Mr. Rochester. The novel addresses issues of morality, religion,
and feminism, with a strong, independent heroine who challenges societal
expectations. Its gothic elements and emotional depth have made it a timeless
classic.

3. Tess of the d'Urbervilles by Thomas Hardy
This tragic novel centers on Tess, a young woman from a poor rural family,
whose life is marked by hardship and social injustice. Hardy critiques
Victorian social norms, particularly those related to gender and class. The
novel’s naturalistic style and poignant depiction of Tess’s fate highlight
the harsh realities of Victorian rural life.

4. Wuthering Heights by Emily Brontë
A dark and passionate tale of love and revenge set on the Yorkshire moors,
Wuthering Heights explores the destructive nature of obsession. The novel’s
complex narrative structure and gothic atmosphere challenge Victorian
conventions. It remains a powerful study of human emotions and social
constraints.

5. Middlemarch by George Eliot
This extensive novel offers a detailed portrait of provincial life in
Victorian England, focusing on the intertwined lives of several characters in
the fictional town of Middlemarch. Eliot examines themes such as marriage,
idealism, and social reform with psychological insight and realism. It is
celebrated for its nuanced characters and social commentary.

6. Dracula by Bram Stoker
A quintessential Victorian Gothic horror novel, Dracula tells the story of
Count Dracula’s attempt to move from Transylvania to England to spread his
undead curse. The book explores Victorian anxieties about sexuality,
immigration, and modernity. Its epistolary format and suspenseful narrative
have cemented its place in literary history.

7. The Picture of Dorian Gray by Oscar Wilde
Wilde’s only novel is a dark exploration of vanity, moral corruption, and
aestheticism. It follows Dorian Gray, a young man whose portrait ages and
shows the effects of his sins while he remains outwardly youthful. The book
critiques Victorian moral hypocrisy and the pursuit of pleasure at the
expense of ethics.



8. Bleak House by Charles Dickens
This novel critiques the English legal system through the protracted case of
Jarndyce and Jarndyce, which ensnares numerous characters. Dickens combines
mystery, social criticism, and vivid characterization to expose the
inefficiency and injustice of institutions. It also provides a panoramic view
of Victorian society across classes.

9. Far from the Madding Crowd by Thomas Hardy
Hardy’s novel centers on Bathsheba Everdene, an independent and strong-willed
woman navigating love and life in rural Victorian England. The story explores
themes of rural life, love, and social expectations with rich natural
descriptions. It is noted for its realistic portrayal of human emotions and
social dynamics.
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  victorian literature: Victorian Literature Victor Shea, William Whitla, 2014-11-11 Victorian
Literature is a comprehensive and fully annotated anthology with a flexible design that allows
teachers and students to pursue traditional or innovative lines of inquiry—from the canon to its
extensions and its contexts. Represents the period's major writers of prose, poetry, drama, and
more, including Tennyson, Arnold, the Brownings, Carlyle, Ruskin, the Rossettis, Wilde, Eliot, and
the Brontës Promotes an ideologically and culturally varied view of Victorian society with the
inclusion of women, working-class, colonial, and gay and lesbian writers Incorporates recent
scholarship with 5 contextual sections and innovative sub-sections on topics like environmentalism
and animal rights; mass literacy and mass media; sex and sexuality; melodrama and comedy; the
Irish question; ruling India and the Indian Mutiny and innovations in print culture Emphasizes the
interdisciplinary nature of the field with a focus on social, cultural, artistic, and historical factors
Includes a fully annotated companion website for teachers and students offering expanded context
sections, additional readings from key writers, appendices, and an extensive bibliography
  victorian literature: Victorian Literature and Culture Maureen Moran, 2006-11-16 This
guide to Victorian Literature and Culture provides students with the ideal introduction to literature
and its context from 1837-1900, including: - the historical, cultural and intellectual background
including politics and economics, popular culture, philosophy - major writers and genres including
the Brontes, Dickens, Eliot, Hardy, Trollope, Thackeray, Conan Doyle, Ibsen, Shaw, Hopkins,
Rossetti and Tennyson - concise explanations of key terms needed to understand the literature and
criticism - key critical approaches - a chronology mapping historical events and literary works and
further reading including websites and electronic resources.
  victorian literature: The Routledge Companion to Victorian Literature Dennis Denisoff, Talia
Schaffer, 2019-11-11 The Routledge Companion to Victorian Literature offers 45 chapters by leading
international scholars working with the most dynamic and influential political, cultural, and
theoretical issues addressing Victorian literature today. Scholars and students will find this
collection both useful and inspiring. Rigorously engaged with current scholarship that is both
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historically sensitive and theoretically informed, the Routledge Companion places the genres of the
novel, poetry, and drama and issues of gender, social class, and race in conversation with subjects
like ecology, colonialism, the Gothic, digital humanities, sexualities, disability, material culture, and
animal studies. This guide is aimed at scholars who want to know the most significant critical
approaches in Victorian studies, often written by the very scholars who helped found those fields. It
addresses major theoretical movements such as narrative theory, formalism, historicism, and
economic theory, as well as Victorian models of subjects such as anthropology, cognitive science,
and religion. With its lists of key works, rich cross-referencing, extensive bibliographies, and
explications of scholarly trajectories, the book is a crucial resource for graduate students and
advanced undergraduates, while offering invaluable support to more seasoned scholars.
  victorian literature: The Art of Adapting Victorian Literature, 1848-1920 Dr Karen Laird,
2015-08-28 In The Art of Adapting Victorian Literature, 1848-1920, Karen E. Laird alternates
between readings of nineteenth-century stage and twentieth-century silent film adaptations to
investigate the working practices of the first adapters of Victorian fiction. Laird’s juxtaposition
between stage and screen brings to life the dynamic culture of literary adaptation as it developed
throughout the long nineteenth-century. Focusing on Charlotte Brontë’s Jane Eyre, Charles
Dickens’s David Copperfield, and Wilkie Collins’s The Woman in White, Laird demonstrates how
adaptations performed the valuable cultural work of expanding the original novel’s readership
across class and gender divides, exporting the English novel to America, and commemorating the
novelists through adaptations that functioned as virtual literary tourism. Bridging the divide
between literary criticism, film studies, and theatre history, Laird’s book reveals how the Victorian
adapters set the stage for our contemporary film adaptation industry.
  victorian literature: Towards Creative Imagination in Victorian Literature Aleksandra
Piasecka, 2014-06-19 This book explores the concept of the creative imagination in Mid- and Late
Victorian England. In these times of transition, as the age of the Industrial Revolution was regarded,
aesthetic considerations became involved in the broader debate on the shape of the modern world.
Thus, the approach to the artistic imagination was closely connected with the shifting beliefs
concerning the essence of beauty, and the role of religion, not to mention attitudes towards nature
and society. These aspects defined the aims furthered by painters and poets alike and set the
direction for their artistic endeavours. Five people have been chosen as representatives of their time
in the discussion about artistic imagination: John Ruskin, William Morris, Dante Gabriel Rossetti,
Walter Pater and Arthur Symons. Accordingly, the material analysed to recreate the Victorian
understanding of the artistic faculties is of different kinds, and embraces not only critical essays
(Ruskin, Pater, Symons), but also belles-lettres: short stories (Morris) and poems (Rossetti, Symons).
In this manner, two positions complement each other: namely, the views of the theoreticians and
those of practitioners. The former attempted to discern and extract the quintessence of the artistic
powers on the basis of their observations and reflections, whereas the latter relied on their personal
experiences in this respect.
  victorian literature: The Cambridge bibliography of English literature. 3. 1800 - 1900
Frederick Wilse Bateson, 1940
  victorian literature: Neo-Victorian Literature and Culture Nadine Boehm-Schnitker, Susanne
Gruss, 2014-06-05 This book provides a comprehensive reflection of the processes of canonization,
(un)pleasurable consumption and the emerging predominance of topics and theoretical concerns in
neo-Victorianism. The repetitions and reiterations of the Victorian in contemporary culture
document an unbroken fascination with the histories, technologies and achievements, as well as the
injustices and atrocities, of the nineteenth century. They also reveal that, in many ways,
contemporary identities are constructed through a Victorian mirror image fabricated by the desires,
imaginings and critical interests of the present. Providing analyses of current negotiations of
nineteenth-century texts, discourses and traumas, this volume explores the contemporary
commodification and nostalgic recreation of the past. It brings together critical perspectives of
experts in the fields of Victorian literature and culture, contemporary literature, and



neo-Victorianism, with contributions by leading scholars in the field including Rosario Arias, Cora
Kaplan, Elizabeth Ho, Marie-Luise Kohlke and Sally Shuttleworth. Neo-Victorian Literature and
Culture interrogates current fashions in neo-Victorianism and their ideological leanings, the
resurrection of cultural icons, and the reasons behind our relationship with and immersion in
Victorian culture.
  victorian literature: The Cambridge History of Victorian Literature Kate Flint, 2012-03-01 This
collaborative History aims to become the standard work on Victorian literature for the twenty-first
century. Well-known scholars introduce readers to their particular fields, discuss influential critical
debates and offer illuminating contextual detail to situate authors and works in their wider cultural
and historical contexts. Sections on publishing and readership and a chronological survey of major
literary developments between 1837 and 1901, are followed by essays on topics including sexuality,
sensation, cityscapes, melodrama, epic and economics. Victorian writing is placed in its complex
relation to the Empire, Europe and America, as well as to Britain's component nations. The final
chapters consider how Victorian literature, and the period as a whole, influenced twentieth-century
writers. Original, lucid and stimulating, each chapter is an important contribution to Victorian
literary studies. Together, the contributors create an engaging discussion of the ways in which the
Victorians saw themselves and of how their influence has persisted.
  victorian literature: Reading with the Senses in Victorian Literature and Science David
Sweeney Coombs, 2019-11-19 The nineteenth-century sciences cleaved sensory experience into two
separate realms: the bodily physics of sensation and the mental activity of perception. This division
into two discrete categories was foundational to Victorian physics, physiology, and experimental
psychology. As David Sweeney Coombs reveals, however, it was equally important to Victorian
novelists, aesthetes, and critics, for whom the distinction between sensation and perception
promised the key to understanding literature’s seemingly magical power to conjure up tastes, sights,
touches, and sounds from the austere medium of print. In Victorian literature, science, and
philosophy, the parallel between reading and perceiving gave rise to momentous debates about
description as a mode of knowledge as well as how, and even whether, reading about the world
differs from experiencing it firsthand. Examining novels and art criticism by George Eliot, Thomas
Hardy, Vernon Lee, and Walter Pater alongside scientific works by Hermann von Helmholtz, William
James, and others, this book shows how Victorian literature offers us ways not just to touch but to
grapple with the material realities that Clifford Geertz called the hard surfaces of life.
  victorian literature: A Companion to the Victorian Novel Patrick Brantlinger, William
Thesing, 2008-04-15 The Companion to the Victorian Novel provides contextual and critical
information about the entire range of British fiction published between 1837 and 1901. Provides
contextual and critical information about the entire range of British fiction published during the
Victorian period. Explains issues such as Victorian religions, class structure, and Darwinism to those
who are unfamiliar with them. Comprises original, accessible chapters written by renowned and
emerging scholars in the field of Victorian studies. Ideal for students and researchers seeking
up-to-the-minute coverage of contexts and trends, or as a starting point for a survey course.
  victorian literature: The Victorians Since 1901 Miles Taylor, Michael Wolff, 2004-09-04 Over a
century after the death of Queen Victoria, historians are busy re-appraising her age and
achievements. However, our understanding of the Victorian era is itself a part of history, shaped by
changing political, cultural and intellectual fashions. Bringing together a group of international
scholars from the disciplines of history, English literature, art history and cultural studies, this book
identifies and assesses the principal influences on twentieth-century attitudes towards the
Victorians. Developments in academia, popular culture, public history and the internet are covered
in this important and stimulating collection, and the final chapters anticipate future global trends in
interpretations of the Victorian era, making an essential volume for students of Victorian Studies.
  victorian literature: The Victorian Age in Literature Gilbert Keith Chesterton, 1913
  victorian literature: Twenty-First Century Perspectives on Victorian Literature Laurence W.
Mazzeno, 2014-03-06 Victorian literature’s fascination with the past, its examination of social



injustice, and its struggle to deal with the dichotomy between scientific discoveries and religious
faith continue to fascinate scholars and contemporary readers. During the past hundred years,
traditional formalist and humanist criticism has been augmented by new critical approaches,
including feminism and gender studies, psychological criticism, cultural studies, and others. In
Twenty-First Century Perspectives on Victorian Literature, twelve scholars offer new assessments of
Victorian poetry, novels, and nonfiction. Their essays examine several major authors and works, and
introduce discussions of many others that have received less scholarly attention in the past. General
reviews of the current status of Victorian literature in the academic world are followed by essays on
such writers as Charles Dickens, Alfred Tennyson, Thomas Hardy, and the Brontë sisters. These are
balanced by essays that focus on writing by women, the development of the social problem novel,
and the continuity of Victorian writers with their Romantic forebears. Most importantly, the
contributors to this volume approach Victorian literature from a decidedly contemporary scholarly
angle and write for a wide audience of specialists and non-specialists alike. Their essays offer
readers an idea of how critical commentary in recent years has influenced—and in some cases
changed radically—our understanding of and approach to literary study in general and the Victorian
period in particular. Hence, scholars, teachers, and students will find the volume a useful survey of
contemporary commentary not just on Victorian literature, but also on the period as a whole.
  victorian literature: Victorian Literature Clement King Shorter, 1897
  victorian literature: Literary Research and the Victorian and Edwardian Ages, 1830-1910
Melissa S. Van Vuuren, 2010-11-19 The diverse literatures of Victorian and Edwardian Britain have
provided a wealth of research materials for novice and expert researchers alike. Although the body
of scholarship for the Edwardian Age is smaller than that of the Victorian, researchers should have
no shortage of resources for learning more about the literatures of either time period. While many of
the novels, plays, poetry, and prose from the Victorian and Edwardian Ages are still readily available
in print, a vast amount of literature has long since fallen out of print. Recent efforts in
digitization-the Victorian Women Writers Project; English Literary Periodicals, 1681-1914; Early
British Periodicals, 1681-1921; 19th Century British Library Newspapers; 19th Century U.K.
Periodicals; Times Digital Archives; Victorian Popular Culture; and even Google Books-have helped
to make many texts more widely accessible. Literary Research and the Victorian and Edwardian
Ages, 1830-1910 discusses traditional and new resources for researching this period of British
literature and the ways in which those resources can be used in conjunction with one another. By
helping readers navigate the resources and issues particular to these literatures, this book will serve
as an essential guide to researching the literatures of the Victorian and Edwardian Ages.
  victorian literature: Writers, Readers, and Occasions Richard Daniel Altick, 1989 Richard D.
Altick, distinguished scholar of Victorian studies, has, during the last thirty years, published
numerous essays on a wide variety of topics. His insatiable curiosity about nineteenth-century
English writers, the people who read their books, and the social and cultural climate of the era
informs each essay as he guides readers from an exploding volcano's impact on Victorian poets to
the ransacking of the London exhibition business records to the hilarious performance of longtime
reactionary member of Parliament, one of Punch' favorite butts.
  victorian literature: Reader's Guide to Literature in English Mark Hawkins-Dady, 2012-12-06
Reader's Guide Literature in English provides expert guidance to, and critical analysis of, the vast
number of books available within the subject of English literature, from Anglo-Saxon times to the
current American, British and Commonwealth scene. It is designed to help students, teachers and
librarians choose the most appropriate books for research and study.
  victorian literature: Popular Victorian women writers Kay Boardman, Shirley Jones,
2024-07-30 Popular Victorian women writers considers a diverse group of women writers within the
Victorian literary marketplace. It looks at authors such as Ellen Wood, Mary Braddon, Rhoda
Broughton and Charlotte Yonge as well as less well-known writers including Jessie Fothergill and
Eliza Meteyard. Each essay sets the individual author within her biographical and literary context
and provides refreshing insights into their work. Together they bring the work of largely unknown



authors and new perspectives on known authors to critical and public attention. Accessible and
informative, the book is ideal for students of Victorian literature and culture as well as tutors and
scholars of the period.
  victorian literature: British Children's Literature of the 19th Century Patrick C. Fleming,
2025-02-13 Many beloved classics of children's literature, including Alice's Adventures in
Wonderland, Peter Pan, and The Tale of Peter Rabbit, were written at the end of the nineteenth
century, an era known as the Golden Age of children's literature. Notable figures like William
Godwin, Harriet Martineau, Christina Rossetti, and Charles Dickens contributed to children's
literature while juvenile periodicals first appeared to young readers during this time. This is the first
comprehensive reference work about the Golden Age of children's literature and the emergence of
juvenile literature as a major publishing phenomenon. Alphabetical entries include foundational
figures like Sarah Trimmer, Maria Edgeworth, and Mary Martha Sherwood, who helped establish
the market for children's literature. New genres for the time like the moral tale, religious fiction,
children's poetry, school stories, and prolific authors like Hesba Stretton, L. T. Meade, and G. A.
Henty are also included.
  victorian literature: Aesthetics of Space in Nineteenth-Century British Literature,
1843-1907 Giles Whiteley, 2020-03-02 Uncovers the link between Ruskin and the tradition of the
aesthetics of spaceDiscusses a hitherto under-researched tradition of city-writing, linking Ruskin to
modernismReads comparatively five important mid to late nineteenth-century writersMarries close
textual analysis with historically and geographically informed contextFills a gap in the critical
literature on city-writing between realism and early modernismCharting an 'aesthetic', post-realist
tradition of writing, this book considers the significant role played by John Ruskin's art criticism in
later writing which dealt with the new kinds of spaces encountered in the nineteenth-century. With
chapters devoted to the ways in which aesthetic and decadent writers such as Walter Pater and
Oscar Wilde built upon and challenged Ruskin's ideas, the book links the late Dickens to the early
modernism of Henry James. The Aesthetics of Space in Nineteenth-Century British Literature gives a
vibrant vision of what an aesthetically sensitive treatment of these spaces looked like during the
period.
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