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wide sargasso sea summary offers an insightful exploration into Jean Rhys’s acclaimed
novel, which serves as a prequel to Charlotte Brontë’s classic, *Jane Eyre*. This article
provides a comprehensive overview of the plot, themes, and characters of *Wide Sargasso
Sea*, highlighting its significance in postcolonial literature and feminist critique. Readers
will gain a detailed understanding of the novel’s setting in the Caribbean, its complex
portrayal of identity and displacement, and the psychological depth of its protagonist,
Antoinette Cosway. The summary also addresses the narrative structure and symbolism
that enrich the text, making it a pivotal work that challenges colonial narratives and
gender roles. The following sections will systematically break down the novel’s storyline,
character development, thematic concerns, and literary impact.

Plot Overview of Wide Sargasso Sea

Main Characters and Their Roles

Themes and Symbolism in the Novel

Narrative Structure and Style

Literary Significance and Critical Reception

Plot Overview of Wide Sargasso Sea
The plot of Wide Sargasso Sea centers on Antoinette Cosway, a white Creole heiress
living in Jamaica during the early 19th century. The novel traces her life from childhood
through her tumultuous marriage to an Englishman, who remains unnamed but is widely
interpreted as Mr. Rochester from *Jane Eyre*. The story is divided into three parts, each
providing a different perspective and stage in Antoinette’s life.

Part One: Antoinette's Childhood and Family
Background
This section describes Antoinette’s early years in Jamaica, her strained relationship with
her mother Annette, and the social unrest following the abolition of slavery. It explores
themes of alienation and racial tension as Antoinette’s family faces financial decline and
social marginalization. The environment is portrayed as lush yet oppressive, reflecting
both the beauty and volatility of the Caribbean setting.



Part Two: Marriage and Isolation
The narrative shifts to the perspective of Antoinette’s husband, detailing their arranged
marriage and his growing distrust and alienation toward her. This section highlights
cultural misunderstandings, the clash between colonial and English identities, and the
gradual deterioration of their relationship. Antoinette’s isolation intensifies as she is
confined to a remote English estate, where her mental health declines.

Part Three: The Descent into Madness
The final part returns to Antoinette’s perspective, focusing on her psychological
unraveling in the English household. It culminates in her loss of identity and the erasure of
her name, as she becomes the “madwoman in the attic” referenced in *Jane Eyre*. The
novel ends ambiguously, emphasizing themes of powerlessness and cultural displacement.

Main Characters and Their Roles
The characters in Wide Sargasso Sea are intricate and symbolically significant,
contributing to the novel’s exploration of identity, race, and colonialism.

Antoinette Cosway
Antoinette is the protagonist, a Creole woman struggling with her mixed heritage and
societal rejection. Her character embodies the conflict between colonial identity and
personal autonomy, and her mental deterioration reflects the destructive impact of
cultural alienation.

The Husband (Mr. Rochester)
The Englishman who marries Antoinette is portrayed as an outsider who cannot fully
understand or accept her cultural background. His inability to communicate and
empathize leads to mistrust and tragedy, symbolizing the broader colonial tensions
between England and the Caribbean.

Annette Cosway
Antoinette’s mother, Annette, represents the decline of the old plantation class and the
challenges faced by white Creoles in post-emancipation Jamaica. Her tragic fate
foreshadows Antoinette’s own struggles.

Other Supporting Characters



Christophine – a servant and spiritual guide to Antoinette, representing Afro-
Caribbean culture and resistance.

Daniel Cosway – Antoinette’s half-brother, whose actions complicate the family’s
fortunes.

Amélie and other local figures – who illustrate the social dynamics and racial
divisions of the era.

Themes and Symbolism in the Novel
Wide Sargasso Sea summary must address the rich thematic content and symbolism
that Jean Rhys weaves throughout the narrative. The novel delves deeply into issues of
identity, colonialism, and madness.

Postcolonial Identity and Displacement
The novel critiques colonialism by portraying the cultural and personal dislocation
experienced by Creole characters. Antoinette’s hybrid identity places her in a liminal
space, alienated from both black Jamaican and white English societies.

Gender and Power
Antoinette’s story exposes the patriarchal structures that confine and define women’s
lives. Her marriage is marked by control and domination, illustrating the intersection of
gender and colonial oppression.

Madness and Sanity
Madness is a central theme, symbolizing the psychological effects of cultural dislocation
and personal trauma. Antoinette’s descent into madness challenges the colonial narrative
that frames her as simply “mad” without context.

Nature and Setting
The lush Caribbean environment is both a source of beauty and menace, mirroring the
characters’ emotional states and the instability of the colonial world. Symbolic imagery,
such as fire and water, recurs throughout the novel to emphasize transformation and
destruction.



Narrative Structure and Style
The novel’s structure is notable for its multiple perspectives and fragmented narrative,
which reflect the complexity of identity and the unreliability of memory.

Multiple Perspectives
The story is told through the voices of Antoinette, her husband, and a brief third narrator,
providing varied viewpoints that complicate the reader’s understanding. This narrative
technique highlights the subjective nature of truth and the conflicts between characters.

Nonlinear Timeline
The novel’s shifting chronology, moving back and forth in time, emphasizes the
persistence of the past and its influence on the present. This approach also deepens the
psychological portrait of the characters.

Language and Style
Rhys’s prose blends poetic description with stark realism. The use of Creole phrases and
vivid sensory details immerses the reader in the Caribbean setting and cultural context,
enhancing the novel’s authenticity and emotional impact.

Literary Significance and Critical Reception
Wide Sargasso Sea summary would be incomplete without acknowledging the novel’s
impact on literature and its critical acclaim.

Postcolonial and Feminist Importance
The novel is widely recognized as a pioneering work in postcolonial literature, challenging
Eurocentric narratives and giving voice to marginalized perspectives. It also serves as a
feminist critique by reclaiming the story of the “madwoman in the attic” and exploring
female subjectivity.

Critical Reception
Since its publication in 1966, the novel has received extensive scholarly attention for its
innovative narrative and thematic depth. Critics praise Rhys’s skillful reimagining of a
canonical text and her nuanced portrayal of cultural hybridity and psychological
complexity.



Legacy and Influence
Wide Sargasso Sea continues to be studied in academic settings and has influenced
contemporary writers and theorists interested in issues of identity, colonialism, and
gender. Its enduring relevance underscores its status as a classic of modern literature.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main plot of Wide Sargasso Sea?
Wide Sargasso Sea follows the story of Antoinette Cosway, a Creole heiress in Jamaica,
and her troubled marriage to an Englishman named Rochester. The novel explores themes
of identity, colonialism, and madness, serving as a prequel to Charlotte Brontë's Jane Eyre.

Who is the protagonist of Wide Sargasso Sea?
The protagonist of Wide Sargasso Sea is Antoinette Cosway, a young Creole woman
struggling with her identity and her place in a racially divided Caribbean society.

How does Wide Sargasso Sea relate to Jane Eyre?
Wide Sargasso Sea is a prequel to Jane Eyre, providing the backstory of Bertha Mason, the
'madwoman in the attic.' It gives a voice to Bertha, renamed Antoinette Cosway, and
explores her life before the events of Jane Eyre.

What themes are explored in Wide Sargasso Sea?
Wide Sargasso Sea explores themes such as colonialism, racial identity, madness, gender
roles, and cultural conflict in the Caribbean.

What is the significance of the title Wide Sargasso Sea?
The title Wide Sargasso Sea refers to the Sargasso Sea in the Caribbean, symbolizing the
vast, isolating, and turbulent environment surrounding Antoinette’s life and reflecting the
themes of displacement and cultural fragmentation.

How does the novel depict the relationship between
Antoinette and Rochester?
The novel portrays the relationship between Antoinette and Rochester as complex and
troubled, marked by misunderstanding, cultural clashes, and ultimately, betrayal and
tragedy.

What role does colonialism play in Wide Sargasso Sea?
Colonialism is central to Wide Sargasso Sea, highlighting the tensions between the



colonizers and the colonized, the loss of identity among the Creoles, and the impact of
British imperialism on Caribbean society.

How is madness portrayed in Wide Sargasso Sea?
Madness in Wide Sargasso Sea is portrayed through Antoinette’s psychological
deterioration, influenced by isolation, cultural dislocation, and her oppressive marriage,
challenging the Victorian notion of insanity depicted in Jane Eyre.

What narrative style is used in Wide Sargasso Sea?
Wide Sargasso Sea employs a multi-perspective narrative style, with shifting first-person
viewpoints that provide insight into the characters’ inner lives and highlight differing
perspectives on events.

Additional Resources
1. Wide Sargasso Sea by Jean Rhys
This novel serves as a prequel to Charlotte Brontë's "Jane Eyre," exploring the life of
Bertha Mason, the "madwoman in the attic." Set in Jamaica and Dominica, it delves into
themes of identity, colonialism, and madness. The story gives voice to Antoinette Cosway,
revealing her troubled upbringing and the complexities of her marriage to Mr. Rochester.

2. Jane Eyre by Charlotte Brontë
A classic Gothic novel that follows the life of the orphaned Jane Eyre as she becomes a
governess at Thornfield Hall. The story explores themes of love, morality, and social class.
Its portrayal of the mysterious and brooding Mr. Rochester connects directly to the
character explored in "Wide Sargasso Sea."

3. The Madwoman in the Attic by Sandra Gilbert and Susan Gubar
This critical work examines the portrayal of women in 19th-century literature, focusing on
the trope of the "madwoman" in works like "Jane Eyre." It provides feminist literary
criticism that sheds light on the character of Bertha Mason and the implications of her
representation. The book offers valuable context for understanding "Wide Sargasso Sea."

4. Postcolonial Gothic: Critical Interventions in Contemporary Cultural Production by Tim
Middleton
This book explores Gothic literature through the lens of postcolonial theory, analyzing how
colonial histories influence Gothic narratives. It includes discussions relevant to "Wide
Sargasso Sea," particularly regarding themes of displacement and identity. Readers
interested in the intersection of Gothic and postcolonial studies will find this insightful.

5. The Empire Writes Back: Theory and Practice in Post-Colonial Literatures by Bill
Ashcroft, Gareth Griffiths, and Helen Tiffin
A foundational text in postcolonial studies, this book discusses how formerly colonized
cultures respond to and reinterpret colonial literature. It provides theoretical frameworks
useful for understanding "Wide Sargasso Sea" as a response to imperial narratives like
"Jane Eyre." The book is essential for those studying postcolonial literature.



6. Caribbean Literature and the Environment: Between Nature and Culture by Elizabeth
DeLoughrey
This work examines how Caribbean writers engage with questions of environment,
identity, and history. It situates "Wide Sargasso Sea" within broader Caribbean literary
traditions, highlighting the importance of landscape and nature in shaping narrative. The
book offers a nuanced perspective on the ecological and cultural dimensions of the novel.

7. Frantz Fanon: Black Skin, White Masks
Fanon’s influential work on the psychological effects of colonialism provides critical
insights into identity and madness. Its themes resonate with the experiences of Antoinette
Cosway in "Wide Sargasso Sea." Understanding Fanon's ideas enriches the reading of
postcolonial characters struggling with alienation and selfhood.

8. Colonialism and Its Forms of Knowledge: The British in India by Bernard S. Cohn
Although focused on India, this book explores how colonial powers constructed knowledge
to control colonized peoples. Its analysis of colonial discourse helps contextualize the
racial and cultural tensions depicted in "Wide Sargasso Sea." The book is useful for
understanding the mechanisms of colonial power and representation.

9. Creole Identity in the Caribbean: Between Language, Culture, and Power by Verene A.
Shepherd
This book investigates the complexities of Creole identity in Caribbean societies,
addressing language, culture, and power dynamics. It provides background relevant to the
mixed heritage and cultural conflicts faced by characters in "Wide Sargasso Sea." The
study enriches comprehension of the novel’s exploration of identity struggles.
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  wide sargasso sea summary: Wide Sargasso Sea by Jean Rhys (Book Analysis) Bright
Summaries, 2018-12-13 Unlock the more straightforward side of Wide Sargasso Sea with this
concise and insightful summary and analysis! This engaging summary presents an analysis of Wide
Sargasso Sea by Jean Rhys, which was inspired by Charlotte Brontë’s Jane Eyre and tells the story of
the most frequently overlooked character in that novel: Bertha Mason, the infamous “madwoman in
the attic”. Rhys’s novel takes the reader back to Bertha’s childhood in the Caribbean, when she was
known by the name Antoinette Cosway, and explores how her status as an outcast, her unhappy
marriage and the pernicious influence of rumour and slander eventually transform her from a quiet
child into the deranged character from Brontë’s novel. Wide Sargasso Sea was the last novel
published by Jean Rhys prior to her death in 1979, and is generally considered her masterpiece. It
was also partially influenced by Rhys’s own childhood in the Caribbean. Find out everything you
need to know about Wide Sargasso Sea in a fraction of the time! This in-depth and informative
reading guide brings you: •A complete plot summary •Character studies •Key themes and symbols
•Questions for further reflection Why choose BrightSummaries.com? Available in print and digital
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format, our publications are designed to accompany you on your reading journey. The clear and
concise style makes for easy understanding, providing the perfect opportunity to improve your
literary knowledge in no time. See the very best of literature in a whole new light with
BrightSummaries.com!
  wide sargasso sea summary: Wide Sargasso Sea (SparkNotes Literature Guide) SparkNotes,
2014-08-12 Wide Sargasso Sea (SparkNotes Literature Guide) by Jean Rhys Making the reading
experience fun! Created by Harvard students for students everywhere, SparkNotes is a new breed of
study guide: smarter, better, faster. Geared to what today's students need to know, SparkNotes
provides: *Chapter-by-chapter analysis *Explanations of key themes, motifs, and symbols *A review
quiz and essay topicsLively and accessible, these guides are perfect for late-night studying and
writing papers
  wide sargasso sea summary: Wide Sargasso Sea Jennie K. Hann, W.C. Miller, 2007 A Study
guide to Wide Sargasso Sea, a novel by Jean Rhys. Provides an author biography, in-depth
chapter-by-chapter summary and analysis, a short summary, a character list and related
descriptions, list of themes, glossary, historyical context, essays, and a quiz.
  wide sargasso sea summary: "Wide Sargasso Sea" by Jean Rhys as a postcolonial response to
"Jane Eyre" by Charlotte Bronte Malgorzata Swietlik, 2011-04-18 Seminar paper from the year 2008
in the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Literature, grade: 2,00, University of
Koblenz-Landau (Anglistik), course: Colonial and Postcolonial Literatures, language: English,
abstract: Wide Sargasso Sea is one of the best-known literary postcolonial replies to the writing of
Charlotte Bronte and a brilliant deconstruction of what is known as the author's worlding in Jane
Eyre. The novel written by Jean Rhys tells the story of Jane Eyre's protagonist, Edward Rochester.
The plot takes place in West Indies where Rochester met his first wife, Bertha Antoinette Mason.
Wide Sargasso Sea influences the common reading and understanding of the matrix novel, as it
rewrites crucial parts of Jane Eyre. The heroine in Jean Rhys's Wide Sargasso Sea, Antoinette
Cosway, is created out of demonic and bestialic Bertha Mason from Jane Eyre. Rhys's great
achievement in her re-writing of the Bronte's text is her creation of a double to the madwoman from
Jane Eyre. The heroine of Wide Sargasso Sea, the beautiful Antoinette Cosway, heiress of the
post-emancipation fortune is created out of the demonc and bestialic Bertha Mason. The author
transforms the first Mrs Rochester into an individual figure whose madness is caused by
imperialistic and patriarchal oppression The vision of Bertha/Antoinette as an insane offspring from
a family plagued by madness is no longer plausible to the reader. In this essay I would like to focus
the factors which led to the madness of the protagonist. Although Bertha Mason and Jane Eyre seem
to be enemies and contradictory characters in the Victorian novel, many critics find several
similarities between the two heroines, their life and finally between Jane Eyre and Wide Sargasso
Sea. Seeing Jane Eyre and Antoinette Cosway as sisters and doubles is very popular with some
critics who dealt with the works of Charlotte Bronte and Jean Rhys. Nevertheless, I would like to
focus in this essay on Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak's criticism on viewing and interpreting the two
heroines. Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak in her essay Three Women's Texts and a Critique of
Imperialism values also Jean Rhys for telling the story of Bertha Mason through the Creole
perspective, but she criticises the author for marginalising the native inhabitants of West Indies.
  wide sargasso sea summary: A Study Guide for Jean Rhys's Wide Sargasso Sea Gale,
Cengage Learning, 2015-09-24
  wide sargasso sea summary: A Study Guide for Jean Rhys's Wide Sargasso Sea Cengage
Learning Gale, 2017-07-25 A Study Guide for Jean Rhys's Wide Sargasso Sea, excerpted from Gale's
acclaimed Novels for Students.This concise study guide includes plot summary; character analysis;
author biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions for further reading; and much
more. For any literature project, trust Novels for Students for all of your research needs.
  wide sargasso sea summary: Transnational Jean Rhys Juliana Lopoukhine, Frédéric Regard,
Kerry-Jane Wallart, 2020-12-10 This volume investigates the frameworks that can be applied to
reading Caribbean author Jean Rhys. While Wide Sargasso Sea famously displays overt forms of



literary influences, Jean Rhys's entire oeuvre is so fraught with connections to other texts and
textual practices across geographical boundaries that her classification as a cosmopolitan modernist
writer is due for reassessment. Transnational Jean Rhys argues against the relative isolationism that
is sometimes associated with Rhys's writing by demonstrating both how she was influenced by a
wide range of foreign – especially French – authors and how her influence was in turn disseminated
in myriad directions. Including an interview with Black Atlantic novelist Caryl Phillips, this collection
charts new territories in the influences on/of an author known for her dislike of literary coteries, but
whose literary communality has been underestimated.
  wide sargasso sea summary: Writing the Novella Sharon Oard Warner, 2021-03-01 “A novella
compresses the world with a short story’s focus, but it explores that smaller space with a novel’s
generosity.”—Josh Weil, author of The New Valley: Novellas While the novella has existed as a
distinct literary form for over four hundred years, Writing the Novella is the first craft book
dedicated to creating this intermediate-length fiction. Innovative, integrated journal prompts inspire
and sustain the creative process, and classic novellas serve as examples throughout. Part 1 defines
the novella form and steers early decision-making on situation, character, plot, and point of view.
Part 2 provides detailed directions for writing the scenic plot points that support a strong but
flexible narrative arc. Appendix materials include a list of recommended novellas, publishing
opportunities, and blank templates for the story map, graphs, and charts used throughout the book.
By turns instructive and inspirational, Writing the Novella will be a welcome resource for new and
experienced writers alike.
  wide sargasso sea summary: Plot Summary Index , 1981
  wide sargasso sea summary: Comparing Texts Nicola Onyett, 2005-02-25 Routledge A Level
English Guides equip AS and A2 Level students with the skills they need to explore, evaluate, and
enjoy English. Books in the series are built around the various skills specified in the assessment
objectives (AOs) for all AS and A2 Level English courses. Focusing on the AOs most relevant to their
topic, the books help students to develop their knowledge and abilities through analysis of lively
texts and contemporary data. Each book in the series covers a different area of language and literary
study, and offers accessible explanations, examples, exercises, summaries, suggested answers and a
glossary of key terms. Comparing Texts: provides students with the skills they need to compare and
contrast texts explores and compares texts from a wide range of genres and periods draws on a
large number of literary and non-literary texts, from Chaucer's Wife of Bath to The Good Wife's
Guide, from Frankenstein to poetry by Carol Ann Duffy, and from Nigella Lawson to Fast Food
Nation introduces the main themes and issues students need to consider when comparing texts:
themes, genre, time and place, form and structure, and intertextuality.
  wide sargasso sea summary: The Postcolonial Novel Richard Lane, 2006-07-21 Richard
Lane explores the themes surrounding the postcolonial novel written in English.
  wide sargasso sea summary: Great Short Books Kenneth C. Davis, 2023-09-19 An entertaining
guide to some of the best short novels of all time looks at works from the eighteenth century to the
present day, spanning multiple genres, cultures, and countries--
  wide sargasso sea summary: AP® English Literature & Composition Crash Course, Book +
Online Dawn Hogue, 2019-08-22 Earn a Higher Score in Less Time with AP English Literature and
Composition Crash Course Prep with the fully updated Crash Course rapid review from REA! Get the
newest edition of this title, AP English Literature and Composition Course, 3rd Edition (ISBN
978-0738612904). Available January 2025. At REA, we invented the quick-review study guide for
today's AP exams. It's the top choice for AP students who want to make the most of their study time
and earn a high score.
  wide sargasso sea summary: Famous People Around The World. VOLUME 03A Marcelo
Gameiro, Get ready to take a thrilling journey through the lives of some of the most fascinating
people in the world! Famous People Around The World is an engrossing read that provides an
in-depth look at the lives of various famous personalities, from artists and scientists to musicians and
politicians. This book covers all aspects of these people's lives, starting from their early years,



upbringing, education, and pivotal experiences that shaped their lives. It explores their fascinating
careers, achievements, turning points, and contributions to their respective fields. But that's not all -
this book delves deeper into the personal lives of these famous individuals, including their
relationships, marriages, hobbies, interests, and even any scandals or controversies they may have
been involved in. Moreover, this book also examines the legacies of these influential figures and how
they have impacted their industry or society as a whole. You will be amazed at the lasting
contributions that these people have made and the ways they are remembered even to this day. As
you read through the pages, you will discover the unique qualities and quirks that make these people
stand out. You will learn about their personalities, sense of humor, and interesting habits or rituals.
But that's not all! The book also includes a few exciting stories about these famous personalities that
you probably have never heard before, and to test your knowledge, we have included 10 True or
False questions at the end of each chapter that will keep you engaged and curious until the very end.
So, whether you are a history buff or just looking for an engaging and educational read, Famous
People Around The World is the perfect book for you. Get your copy now and embark on a journey
through the fascinating lives of some of the most influential people in history!
  wide sargasso sea summary: How to Write Fiction (And Think About It) Robert Graham,
2006-10-29 If you are a writer of fiction, this practical handbook will teach you how to acquire your
own writer's tool-box. Here you will learn all about developing your craft. The wide-ranging
exploration of fiction-writing skills contains many unique features, such as the focus on reflective
learning and tuition on advanced skills including foreshadowing, transitions and producing short
story cycles. Throughout, the approach is centred on 3 kinds of activity: - Examining the theory of
particular fiction writing skills. - Analysing the practice of these skills in examples of published work.
- Practising the use of skills in fiction-writing exercises. What makes this guide so distinctive,
though, is the way it consistently asks you to reflect on your work, and stresses the importance of
being able to articulate the processes of writing. Packed with wisdom about the art of fiction and
filled with writing exercises, How to Write Fiction (and Think about It) examines the work of today's
finest authors to teach you everything you need to know about writing short stories or longer fiction.
Whether you are a student, a would-be professional author, or a general reader who simply likes to
write for pleasure, this guide will equip you with a portfolio of key fiction-writing skills.
  wide sargasso sea summary: Difficult Reading Jason R. Marley, 2023-09-07 Difficult Reading
offers a new approach to formal experimentation in Caribbean literature. In this insightful study,
Jason Marley demonstrates how the aggressive, antagonistic elements common to the
mid-twentieth-century Caribbean novel foster emotional responses that spark new forms of
communal resistance against colonial power. Marley illustrates how experimental Caribbean writers
repeatedly implicate their readers in colonial domination in ways that are intended to unsettle and
discomfort. In works such as Denis Williams’s The Third Temptation, Wilson Harris’s The Secret
Ladder, and Vera Bell’s overlooked prose poem Ogog, acts of colonial atrocity—such as the
eradication of Indigenous populations in Guyana, the construction of the Panama Canal, or the
disenfranchisement of Afro-Jamaican communities—become mired in aesthetic obfuscation, forcing
the reader to confront and rethink their own relationship to these events. In this way, new literary
forms engender new forms of insight and outrage, fostering a newly inspired relation to resistance.
  wide sargasso sea summary: Postcolonial Con-Texts John Thieme, 2002-03-01 In recent
years works such as Jean Rhys's Wide Sargasso Sea, J.M. Coetzee's Foe and Peter Carey's Jack
Maggs, which 'write back' to classic English texts, have attracted considerable attention as offering
a paradigm for the relationship between post-colonial writing and the 'canon'. Thieme's study
provides a broad overview of such writing, focusing both on responses to texts that have frequently
been associated with the colonial project or the construction of 'race' (The Tempest, Robinson
Crusoe, Heart of Darkness and Othello) and texts where the interaction between culture and
imperialism is slightly less overt (Great Expectations, Jane Eyre and Wuthering Heights). The
post-colonial con-texts examined are located within their particular social and cultural backgrounds
with emphasis on the different forms their responses to their pre-texts take and the extent to which



they create their own discursive space. Using Edward Said's models of filiative relationships and
affiliative identifications, the book argues that 'writing back' is seldom adversarial, rather that it
operates along a continuum between complicity and oppositionality that dismantles hierarchical
positioning. It also suggests that post-colonial appropriations of canonical pre-texts frequently
generate re-readings of their 'originals'. It concludes by considering the implications of this
argument for discussions of identity politics and literary genealogies more generally. Authors
examined include Chinua Achebe, Margaret Atwood, Kamau Brathwaite, Peter Carey, J.M. Coetzee,
Robertson Davies, Wilson Harris, Elizabeth Jolley, Robert Kroetsch, George Lamming, Margaret
Laurence, Pauline Melville, V.S. Naipaul, Caryl Phillips, Ngugi wa Thiong'o, Jean Rhys, Salman
Rushdie, Djanet Sears, Sam Selvon, Olive Senior, Jane Urquhart and Derek Walcott.
  wide sargasso sea summary: Literature and the Relational Self Barbara Ann Schapiro,
1995-07-01 Literature and the Relational Self is a tribute to the rich complexity of human nature—as
poets, novelists, and relational models of contemporary psychoanalysis mutually attest.
—Psychoanalytic Psychologist While psychoanalytic relational perspectives have had a major impact
on the clinical world, their value for the field of literary study has yet to be fully recognized. This
important book offers a broad overview of relational concepts and theories, and it examines their
implications for understanding literary and aesthetic experience as it reviews feminist applications
of relational-model theories, and considers D. W. Winnicott's influential ideas about creativity and
symbolic play. The eight incisive essays in this volume apply these concepts to a close reading of
various nineteenth and twentieth-century literary texts: an essay on Wordsworth, for instance,
explores the poet's writing on the imagination in light of Winnicott's ideas about transitional
phenomena, while an essay on Woolf and Lawrence compares identity issues in their work from the
perspective of feminist object relations theories. The cultural influences that have led to the
development of the relational paradigm in the sciences at this particular historical moment have also
affected contemporary art and literature. Essays on John Updike, Toni Morrison, Ann Beattie, and
Alice Hoffman examine self-other relational dynamics in their texts that reflect larger cultural
patterns characteristic of our time. The author reviews feminist applications of relational-model
theories and applies these models to works by William Wordsworth, Virginia Woolf, John Updike,
Toni Morrison, and others.
  wide sargasso sea summary: Postcolonial Literatures and Cultural Studies Mr. Rohit Manglik,
2024-06-14 EduGorilla Publication is a trusted name in the education sector, committed to
empowering learners with high-quality study materials and resources. Specializing in competitive
exams and academic support, EduGorilla provides comprehensive and well-structured content
tailored to meet the needs of students across various streams and levels.
  wide sargasso sea summary: Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak Stephen Morton, 2003-09-02
Spivak's work is essential, but very difficult to understand - this is the first student guide to her
work, filling a glaring gap in the market Spivak is compulsory study on undergraduate literary
theory courses. Her work covers feminism, deconstruction and post-colonialism, all core topics in
literary theory Spivak is also central to the study of post-colonial literatures, which is one of the
three most popular undergraduate modules in the UK Extremely clear structure. It concentrates on
one idea per chapter A key addition to the Routledge Critical Thinkers series, providing clear
introductions to key thinkers for students of literary studies
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