
used fishing lures value guide
used fishing lures value guide is an essential resource for anglers, collectors, and enthusiasts who
want to understand the factors influencing the worth of pre-owned fishing lures. The market for
vintage and used fishing lures has grown significantly over the years, driven by nostalgia, rarity, and
craftsmanship. This guide delves into the various elements that affect the value of used fishing lures,
including brand reputation, condition, rarity, and material. Additionally, it offers insights into popular
types of lures, how to authenticate them, and tips for buying or selling. Whether you are a seasoned
collector or a casual angler, understanding these aspects can help you make informed decisions and
maximize your investment in used fishing lures. The following sections will cover these topics
comprehensively.

Factors Influencing the Value of Used Fishing Lures

Popular Types of Used Fishing Lures and Their Values

How to Assess the Condition and Authenticity of Used Fishing Lures

Where to Buy and Sell Used Fishing Lures

Tips for Collectors and Investors

Factors Influencing the Value of Used Fishing Lures
The value of used fishing lures depends on several critical factors that collectors and buyers should
consider. Understanding these elements helps in accurately estimating the worth and making
informed purchasing or selling decisions.

Brand and Manufacturer Reputation
Some brands have established high reputations due to their quality, history, and innovation in lure
design. Lures made by renowned manufacturers such as Heddon, Creek Chub, Shakespeare, and
Rapala tend to command higher prices in the used market. The brand’s legacy often adds collectible
value beyond the lure’s functional use.

Rarity and Age
Rarity is a significant factor in determining the value of used fishing lures. Limited edition releases,
discontinued models, or lures produced during a specific period often become rare over time. Older
lures, especially those from the early to mid-20th century, are highly sought after due to their scarcity
and historical significance.



Condition and Originality
The physical condition of a used fishing lure greatly influences its value. Lures in excellent condition
with minimal wear, intact paint, and all original components are valued higher. Modifications or
repairs can reduce the lure’s worth unless done professionally and historically relevant. Original
packaging also increases value significantly.

Materials and Craftsmanship
Materials such as wood, metal, and vintage plastics affect the lure’s desirability and value.
Handcrafted lures or those featuring unique craftsmanship techniques tend to be more valuable. For
example, wooden lures produced before the widespread use of plastics are prized by collectors due to
their durability and artistry.

Historical Significance and Provenance
Lures associated with famous anglers, historical fishing events, or limited promotional runs can fetch
premium prices. Documentation or provenance that verifies a lure’s history enhances its collectible
appeal and monetary value.

Popular Types of Used Fishing Lures and Their Values
Different types of fishing lures hold varying degrees of value based on their design, target species,
and collector demand. Recognizing the popular categories helps in identifying valuable pieces within a
collection or marketplace.

Crankbaits and Plugs
Crankbaits, also known as plugs, are one of the most collectible types of fishing lures. Their designs
often mimic baitfish and include variations like deep-diving, shallow-diving, and suspending models.
Classic crankbaits from brands like Heddon’s River Runt or Creek Chub’s Pikie are highly valued.

Spoons
Spoons are metal lures with a concave shape designed to flash and wobble in water. Vintage spoons
made from brass, copper, or nickel silver, especially those from the early 1900s, are prized by
collectors. Their simplicity and effectiveness contribute to their ongoing popularity and value.

Soft Plastic Lures
While soft plastic lures are generally less expensive, vintage or rare molds in unused condition can be
valuable. Early plastic lures by companies like Heddon or Rebel are particular examples that attract
collectors.



Topwater Lures
Topwater lures, which float and create surface disturbance, are highly sought after. Antique poppers,
frogs, and buzzbaits with original paint and hardware are notable for their collectible status.

Jigs and Spinnerbaits
Used jigs and spinnerbaits with original components and vintage designs can also hold significant
value. Hand-tied jigs or those with unique spinner blades from recognized manufacturers are
examples of valuable pieces.

How to Assess the Condition and Authenticity of Used
Fishing Lures
Accurately assessing condition and authenticity is crucial in determining the true value of used fishing
lures. Buyers and sellers benefit from a systematic approach to evaluation.

Visual Inspection for Wear and Damage
Examine the lure’s paint for chips, fading, or touch-ups. Check for cracks, dents, or missing parts such
as hooks, eyes, and split rings. Authentic vintage lures often show some wear but should not have
extensive damage that compromises their structure.

Identifying Original Components
Verify that all components are original to the lure’s production period. Replacement hooks or
hardware can reduce value unless they match the original specifications precisely. Original
packaging, labels, and tags enhance authenticity.

Recognizing Reproductions and Fakes
Fakes and reproductions exist in the used fishing lure market. Study the manufacturer markings,
materials, and construction techniques to differentiate originals from copies. Reference guides and
expert consultations can aid in authentication.

Using Reference Materials and Price Guides
Consulting up-to-date price guides, collector catalogs, and auction results provides valuable
benchmarks for evaluating lure value. These resources often include detailed descriptions, images,
and historical context.



Where to Buy and Sell Used Fishing Lures
The market for used fishing lures includes various venues, each offering distinct advantages
depending on the collector’s or seller’s goals.

Online Marketplaces and Auction Sites
Online platforms provide a broad audience and access to rare lures worldwide. Auction sites often
showcase high-value or rare items, allowing competitive bidding to determine market value.

Specialized Fishing Tackle Shows and Swap Meets
Events focused on fishing gear and collectibles offer opportunities to inspect lures in person,
negotiate prices, and network with other collectors. These venues often feature expert appraisals and
trades.

Local Tackle Shops and Antique Stores
Some local tackle shops or antique dealers specialize in vintage fishing gear. These can be convenient
places for buying or selling but may have higher markup or lower purchase offers due to overhead
costs.

Collector Clubs and Online Forums
Collector communities provide valuable insights, authentication help, and private sale opportunities.
Engaging with these groups can increase knowledge and trusted transaction experiences.

Tips for Collectors and Investors
Maximizing value in the used fishing lure market requires strategic approaches tailored to both casual
collectors and serious investors.

Focus on Quality over Quantity
Prioritize acquiring lures in excellent condition with original components and packaging. High-quality
individual pieces tend to appreciate more than large collections of lesser condition items.

Research Market Trends
Stay informed about current demand, emerging brands, and popular lure types. Market trends
influence value fluctuations and help in timing purchases or sales effectively.



Preserve and Protect Your Collection
Proper storage, cleaning, and handling maintain lure condition. Avoid harsh chemicals or abrasive
cleaning that may damage paint or finishes. Using display cases or protective containers is
recommended.

Document Provenance and Details
Maintain detailed records including purchase receipts, photographs, and any historical information.
Provenance adds credibility and value, especially for rare or high-end lures.

Network with Other Collectors and Experts
Building relationships within the fishing lure community provides access to exclusive items, expert
advice, and collaborative opportunities for buying and selling.

Focus on quality lures with original features

Keep up-to-date with market and collectible trends

Store lures properly to prevent deterioration

Maintain thorough documentation for authenticity

Engage with collector communities for support and knowledge

Frequently Asked Questions

What factors determine the value of used fishing lures?
The value of used fishing lures is determined by factors such as brand, rarity, condition, age, and
demand among collectors. Limited edition or discontinued models typically have higher value.

How can I identify if my used fishing lure is valuable?
To identify if a used fishing lure is valuable, research the brand and model, check for any unique
features or markings, assess its condition, and compare it with listings on collector websites or
auction platforms.

Are vintage fishing lures more valuable than modern ones?
Vintage fishing lures can be more valuable, especially if they are rare, in good condition, and from
well-known manufacturers. However, some modern limited-edition or specialty lures can also have



significant value.

Where can I find a reliable used fishing lures value guide?
Reliable used fishing lure value guides can be found in specialized collector books, online forums,
auction websites like eBay, and dedicated fishing tackle collector websites such as
AntiqueTackle.com.

How does the condition of a used fishing lure affect its market
value?
The condition greatly affects a used fishing lure's market value. Lures that are pristine, with intact
paint, hooks, and no rust or damage, generally fetch higher prices compared to those that are worn,
chipped, or corroded.

Additional Resources
1. The Complete Guide to Used Fishing Lures: Identification and Value
This comprehensive guide helps collectors and anglers identify various used fishing lures from
different eras. It includes detailed photographs, descriptions, and historical context to assist in
determining the value of each lure. The book is an essential resource for anyone looking to buy, sell,
or appraise vintage fishing tackle.

2. Vintage Fishing Lures: A Collector’s Value Guide
Focused on vintage fishing lures, this book covers popular makes and models from the early 20th
century to the present. It provides price ranges, rarity indicators, and tips for spotting authentic
pieces. Collectors will find this guide invaluable for building and valuing their lure collections.

3. Used Fishing Lures Price Guide: Market Trends and Collectible Insights
This guide delves into the current market trends affecting used fishing lure prices. It offers practical
advice on buying and selling lures, along with detailed value charts. The book also discusses factors
that influence the collectible value of fishing lures.

4. Antique and Used Fishing Lures: Identification, History, and Values
Offering a historical overview, this book traces the evolution of fishing lures and their impact on
angling. It includes identification keys and value estimates for a wide range of antique and used lures.
Readers can deepen their knowledge of lure craftsmanship and market demand.

5. Collecting Used Fishing Lures: A Practical Value Guide
Designed for both beginners and seasoned collectors, this book breaks down the essentials of lure
collecting. It features detailed descriptions, condition grading tips, and value assessments to help
users make informed decisions. The guide also highlights key manufacturers and sought-after models.

6. Fishing Lures of the Past: A Used Lure Value Reference
This reference book catalogs hundreds of used fishing lures, providing clear images and pricing
information. It emphasizes the importance of condition, rarity, and provenance in determining value.
Anglers and collectors alike will appreciate its thoroughness and accuracy.

7. The Used Fishing Lure Handbook: Identification and Price Guide



This handbook offers a straightforward approach to identifying and pricing used fishing lures. It
includes an easy-to-navigate format with photos and brief descriptions for quick reference. Ideal for
hobbyists looking to expand or evaluate their lure collections.

8. Fishing Lure Values: Used and Vintage Collectibles
Covering both used and vintage fishing lures, this book provides detailed value charts and collectible
tips. It explores various lure types, materials, and brands, highlighting those with the highest market
demand. The book is a trusted guide for appraisers and collectors.

9. Used Fishing Lures: Identification Guide and Market Values
This guide is tailored to help readers identify used fishing lures accurately and understand their
market worth. It features comprehensive listings organized by manufacturer and style. The book also
offers advice on preserving and presenting lures for sale or display.
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  used fishing lures value guide: Old Fishing Lures & Tackle Carl F. Luckey, 2010-11-09 The
long-awaited 8th edition of Old Fishing Lures & Tackle -the bible for lures collectors- has been
thoroughly updated, combining the time-honored research of the late Carl F. Luckey with essential
updates from author Russell E. Lewis. It now features: • More than 2,000 photos include hundreds
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tackle, this book delves into the rich history, value, and identification of these treasured pieces.
Whether you're a seasoned collector or just starting to explore the world of vintage fishing gear, this
book is the perfect resource. With detailed descriptions and captivating anecdotes, this book takes
you on a journey through time, introducing you to the different types of vintage fishing equipment
and providing tips on how to identify and evaluate their value. You'll also learn about the best places
to find vintage fishing equipment and how to properly care for and restore these valuable items.
Inside, you'll find chapters dedicated to: * The history of vintage fishing equipment * The different
types of vintage fishing reels, rods, lures, and tackle * How to identify and evaluate the value of
vintage fishing equipment * Where to find vintage fishing equipment * How to care for and restore
vintage fishing equipment Whether you're looking to add to your collection, learn more about the
history of fishing, or simply appreciate the beauty of these classic pieces, this book is sure to
captivate and inform. With its comprehensive coverage and engaging writing style, this book is the
ultimate guide to vintage fishing equipment. If you like this book, write a review on google books!
  used fishing lures value guide: The Encyclopedia of Old Fishing Lures Robert A. Slade,
2011-12 Robert A. Slade, after collecting old fishing tackle since 1958 and contributing articles on
old fishing lures for a collector magazine for several years started researching and writing books in
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the 1990's. He published the HISTORY & COLLECTIBLE FISHING TACKLE OF WISCONSIN in 1999
which sold 4,500 copies. Bob realized that even though there have been many books published on
the subject of old fishing lures that few books covered any detailed history on the old lure makers.
His latest book writing project was nine years in the making and covers over 100 years of lure
making history starting in 1875 and covers over 2,500 lures makers throughout all of North
America. THE ENCYCLOPEDIA OF OLD FISHING LURES MADE IN NORTH AMERICA is the first
publication with extensive history and patent information on old lure makers and the first to include
extensive coverage on Canadian lure makers. The author traveled to 11 states and 3 Candian
Providences visting collectors homes, newspaper archives, museums and other sources and has
taken over 10,000 pictures in preparing the historical stories for these books. The set of books
arranges for the individual and company lures makers to appear in alphabetical order. People
purchasing these books can buy any one single book, a whole set, or even a book a month if they
desire as the books will be printed and shipped on demand. Each book has over 400 pages of text,
pictures and collector values with each book containing a table of contents and index as well as a
master index for the complete set of books.
  used fishing lures value guide: The Official Price Guide to Country Antiques and Collectibles ,
1999
  used fishing lures value guide: The Official Price Guide to Country Antiques and Collectibles
Dana G. Morykan, 1999-02 Up-to-date information on thousands of antiques and collectibles from
19th- and 20th-century rural life. 400+ photos.
  used fishing lures value guide: Classic Fishing Lures Russell Lewis, 2005-02-12 Covering
the collectible lures of the six most popular lure manufacturers in North America - Heddon, South
Bend, Paw Paw, Pflueger, Creek Chub and Shakespeare, this full-color book is the most
comprehensive identification and price guide available! This book features a history of each
manufactures, with nearly 2,000 listings of the most collectible lures on the market, complete with
up-to-date pricing and a brilliant color photos. No collector will want to be without this glorious
tribute to the fishing lures of yesterday.
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2010-03-08 Robert A. Slade, after collecting old fishing tackle since 1958 and contributing articles
on old fishing lures for a collector magazine for several years started researching and writing books
in the 1990's. He published the HISTORY & COLLECTIBLE FISHING TACKLE OF WISCONSIN in
1999 which sold 4,500 copies. Bob realized that even though there have been many books published
on the subject of old fishing lures that few books covered any detailed history on the old lure
makers. His latest book writing project was nine years in the making and covers over 100 years of
lure making history starting in 1875 and covers over 2,500 lures makers throughout all of North
America. THE ENCYCLOPEDIA OF OLD FISHING LURES MADE IN NORTH AMERICA is the first
publication with extensive history and patent information on old lure makers and the first to include
extensive coverage on Canadian lure makers. The author traveled to 11 states and 3 Candian
Providences visting collectors homes, newspaper archives, museums and other sources and has
taken over 10,000 pictures in preparing the historical stories for these books. The set of books
arranges for the individual and company lures makers to appear in alphabetical order. People
purchasing these books can buy any one single book, a whole set, or even a book a month if they
desire as the books will be printed and shipped on demand. Each book has over 400 pages of text,
pictures and collector values with each book containing a table of contents and index as well as a
master index for the complete set of books.
  used fishing lures value guide: Antiques Roadshow Collectibles Carol Prisant, 2003-01-01
Offers tips on identifying, collecting, and caring for furniture, photographs, posters and illustration
art, costume jewelry and wristwatches, dolls, toys, advertising and sports memorabilia, and glass
and pottery.
  used fishing lures value guide: Warman's Antiques & Collectibles 2008 Price Guide Ellen T



Schroy, Tracy L. Schmidt, 2007-05-21 ? Delivers state of the hobby trend reports only collectibles
price guide to do so
  used fishing lures value guide: The EBay Price Guide Julia L. Wilkinson, 2006 Provides lists of
selling prices of items found on eBay in such categories as antiques, boats, books, cameras, coins,
collectibles, dolls, DVDs, real estate, stamps, tickets, and video games.
  used fishing lures value guide: Field & Stream , 1978-01 FIELD & STREAM, America’s
largest outdoor sports magazine, celebrates the outdoor experience with great stories, compelling
photography, and sound advice while honoring the traditions hunters and fishermen have passed
down for generations.
  used fishing lures value guide: Field & Stream , 1981-01 FIELD & STREAM, America’s
largest outdoor sports magazine, celebrates the outdoor experience with great stories, compelling
photography, and sound advice while honoring the traditions hunters and fishermen have passed
down for generations.
  used fishing lures value guide: Fur News and Outdoor World , 1929
  used fishing lures value guide: Ultimate Guide to Striped Bass Fishing Eric Burnley,
2006-10-01 The amazing resurgence of the East Coast's premier saltwater gamefish has sent
hundreds of thousands of anglers in search of their fathers' and grandfathers' favorite quarry: the
magnificent striped bass. But the best tools and techniques have changed since the striped bass was
nearly wiped out, and anyone who has a hope of catching it must know this fish's many unique
characteristics and habits. In The Ultimate Guide to Striped Bass Fishing, noted angler and author
Eric Burnley has compiled everything any angler needs to know to be successful at catching this
wonderful fish. Burnley starts with the biology of the fish itself--its life cycle, migratory patterns up
and down the seacoast, the baitfish and other foods it prefers, and the underwater structures
anglers must learn to find monster stripers. He then addresses in exacting detail every possible way
the sport angler can catch stripers, including: * Spin casting around inshore structures from shore
or boat * Fly-fishing casts, retrieves, and special techniques * Bait fishing from shore or boat with
baitfish, shrimp, sandworms, eels, clams, and chum * Trolling tackle, depths, direction, tide, and
time of day * Surfcasting tools, tips, and techniques He also tells where to fish and when, gives
detailed instruction on appropriate tackle and must-know knots, and instructs on invaluable rigs and
the conditions where they are most successful. With comprehensible, easy-to-follow, step-by-step
instructions, dozens of clear illustrations, and years of experience as a master fisherman, Burnley's
Ultimate Guide of Striped Bass Fishing is sure to be the first place for striped-bass anglers to look,
and the last word on the subject.
  used fishing lures value guide: MotorBoating , 1970-12
  used fishing lures value guide: Fishing Lure Collectibles Dudley Murphy, Rick Edmisten,
1995 Progressing from simple implements of bone, stone and wood to the elaborately feathered flies
of the Victorian era, antique fishing lures are now sought as highly prized collectibles. Featuring
over 1,000 color reproductions, as well as descriptions and current values of lures, this exciting new
guide will meet the needs of lure collectors and fishing enthusiasts alike.
  used fishing lures value guide: Field & Stream , 1982-07 FIELD & STREAM, America’s
largest outdoor sports magazine, celebrates the outdoor experience with great stories, compelling
photography, and sound advice while honoring the traditions hunters and fishermen have passed
down for generations.
  used fishing lures value guide: The Angler's Guide Book and Tourist's Gazeteer of the
Fishing Waters of the United States and Canada Wililam C. Harris, 1884
  used fishing lures value guide: The Official Rinker Price Guide to Collectibles Harry L.
Rinker, 2000-10-10 This fourth edition of the Harry L. Rinker Official Price Guide to Collectibles has
more coverage of collectibles than any other book on the market. Here you'll find furniture,
decorative accessories, and giftware along with the traditional character and personality items,
ceramic, glass, and toys. Each category includes a brief history, collecting tips, reference books,
periodicals, collector clubs, and vital information on reproductions. It's a complete document of the



20th-century American lifestyle.
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