
the things they carried summary

the things they carried summary provides a detailed exploration of Tim O’Brien’s acclaimed collection of
interconnected short stories about the Vietnam War. This article delves into the narrative structure, key
themes, and character analysis of the novel, offering a thorough understanding of its complex portrayal of
war, memory, and trauma. By examining the physical and emotional burdens carried by soldiers, the summary
highlights the symbolic significance embedded in the text. The article also addresses the literary techniques
O’Brien employs to blur the lines between fact and fiction, enhancing the depth of the storytelling. Readers will
gain insight into the moral ambiguities and psychological challenges faced by the characters. This
comprehensive overview serves as an essential guide for students, educators, and literature enthusiasts
interested in one of the most profound war narratives in contemporary American literature. The following
sections outline the main elements discussed in this summary.

Overview of the Novel

Main Characters and Their Burdens

Key Themes and Symbolism

Narrative Style and Structure

Significant Stories within the Collection

Impact and Legacy of the Work

Overview of the Novel

The things they carried summary begins with an introduction to Tim O’Brien’s 1990 book, which blends fiction
and memoir to depict soldiers’ experiences during the Vietnam War. The novel is composed of linked short stories
rather than a continuous narrative, providing multiple perspectives on the war’s impact. It explores both the
tangible items carried by soldiers and the intangible emotional weights they bear. The book is often categorized
as a work of historical fiction, but it also challenges conventional storytelling by questioning the nature of
truth. Through this approach, O’Brien investigates the complexity of memory and the ways individuals cope
with trauma. The novel’s title story sets the tone, describing the physical objects and psychological burdens
carried by Lieutenant Jimmy Cross and his platoon. The summary emphasizes the novel’s dual focus on external
and internal conflict, which is central to understanding the text.

Main Characters and Their Burdens

The characters in the things they carried summary are vital to comprehending the narrative’s emotional depth.
Each soldier carries unique items that symbolize their fears, hopes, and identities. These burdens range from
practical weapons and supplies to personal mementos and emotional scars. The characters’ stories reveal the
diverse ways individuals respond to the horrors of war.

Lieutenant Jimmy Cross

Lieutenant Cross is the platoon leader who carries letters from a girl named Martha, representing his longing
for love and escape from the war. His sense of responsibility and guilt over the death of a soldier in his unit
weighs heavily on him throughout the novel.



Other Soldiers in the Platoon

Members of the platoon carry various items that reveal their personalities and coping mechanisms. For example,
Kiowa, a Native American soldier, carries a Bible and moccasins, symbolizing his cultural heritage and faith. Ted
Lavender carries tranquilizers and marijuana to manage his fear. These physical items serve as extensions of
their psychological states.

Norman Bowker carries a diary to record his thoughts but struggles with expressing his trauma.

Rat Kiley carries comic books and medical supplies, reflecting his role as the medic and his need for
distraction.

Martha’s letters symbolize hope, love, and the disconnect between soldiers and the civilian world.

Key Themes and Symbolism

The things they carried summary highlights several central themes that resonate throughout the novel. These
themes provide insight into the human condition under extreme circumstances and the psychological
consequences of warfare.

Burden of War

The physical and emotional burdens carried by soldiers symbolize the pervasive weight of war. The detailed
descriptions of items such as weapons, photographs, and letters illustrate how these objects embody fear,
love, and memory. The burdens also represent the inescapable trauma each soldier endures.

Memory and Storytelling

O’Brien emphasizes the importance of storytelling as a way to process and preserve experience. The novel blurs
the line between fact and fiction, questioning the reliability of memory and highlighting the subjective nature of
truth. Storytelling becomes a coping mechanism and a means of finding meaning amid chaos.

Guilt and Responsibility

Many characters wrestle with guilt over their actions or inactions during the war. Lieutenant Cross’s
internal conflict over the death of Ted Lavender exemplifies this theme. The novel explores how survivors deal
with feelings of culpability and the moral complexity of warfare.

The Duality of Courage and Fear

Fear is a constant presence, yet soldiers demonstrate courage in the face of danger. The novel acknowledges
the coexistence of these emotions, challenging traditional heroic narratives and presenting a nuanced view of
bravery.



Narrative Style and Structure

The things they carried summary examines Tim O’Brien’s unique narrative approach, which combines elements of
memoir, fiction, and metafiction. The structure consists of interconnected stories that can be read independently
or as parts of a whole. This fragmented style reflects the fragmented nature of memory and trauma.

Use of Metafiction

O’Brien often breaks the fourth wall by addressing the reader directly and discussing the act of storytelling
itself. This metafictional technique invites readers to question the boundary between reality and fiction,
emphasizing the emotional truths conveyed by stories rather than factual accuracy.

Nonlinear Timeline

The narrative does not follow a chronological order but moves fluidly through past and present, war and
peacetime. This nonlinear timeline mirrors the way memories resurface unpredictably and how trauma disrupts
linear perception of time.

Symbolic Language

The prose is rich with symbolism and imagery, particularly in descriptions of the items the soldiers carry. These
symbols deepen the thematic resonance and provide insight into characters’ inner lives.

Significant Stories within the Collection

The novel contains several standout stories that contribute to the overall narrative and thematic fabric.
Each story adds layers of meaning and explores different aspects of the Vietnam War experience.

"The Things They Carried"

The opening story introduces the physical and emotional loads the soldiers bear. It sets the tone and
establishes the motif of carrying burdens both tangible and intangible.

"Love"

This story explores Lieutenant Cross’s relationship with Martha, highlighting themes of love, longing, and
distraction. It contrasts the battlefield with moments of personal vulnerability.

"On the Rainy River"

A pivotal story where O’Brien recounts his own moral dilemma about evading the draft. It delves into themes
of courage, shame, and identity, providing a personal dimension to the war narrative.

"Speaking of Courage"

Focusing on Norman Bowker’s return home, this story examines the difficulties veterans face in reintegrating



into civilian life and confronting their wartime experiences.

"The Man I Killed"

This story centers on O’Brien’s imagined reflections on a soldier he killed, illustrating the human cost of war
and the burden of guilt.

Impact and Legacy of the Work

The things they carried summary acknowledges the novel’s significant influence on war literature and its role in
shaping public understanding of the Vietnam War. The book is celebrated for its honest portrayal of soldiers’
inner lives and its innovative narrative style.

Its impact includes:

Redefining war literature by focusing on psychological realism over glorification.

Encouraging discussions about trauma, memory, and the ethics of storytelling.

Serving as a key text in academic settings for exploring narrative form and war’s human consequences.

Inspiring adaptations in theater and other media, extending its reach beyond literature.

Overall, Tim O’Brien’s work remains a vital contribution to American letters and a profound meditation on the
burdens borne by those who serve in combat.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Things They Carried' summary?

The main theme of 'The Things They Carried' summary is the physical and emotional burdens soldiers carry during
the Vietnam War, highlighting the impact of war on individuals.

Who is the protagonist in 'The Things They Carried'?

The protagonist in 'The Things They Carried' is Lieutenant Jimmy Cross, a young officer struggling with his
responsibilities and personal feelings.

What does the title 'The Things They Carried' symbolize?

The title symbolizes both the tangible items the soldiers carry and the intangible emotional burdens, such as
fear, guilt, and love.

How does Tim O'Brien blend fact and fiction in 'The Things They Carried'?

Tim O'Brien uses a narrative style that blurs the lines between fact and fiction, creating a metafictional story
that explores the nature of truth in war storytelling.



What are some of the physical items the soldiers carry in 'The Things They
Carried'?

The soldiers carry items like weapons, letters, photographs, and personal mementos, each reflecting their
personalities and emotional states.

How does 'The Things They Carried' address the psychological effects of
war?

The story delves into the mental struggles of soldiers, including trauma, fear, and grief, illustrating how war
affects their psyche long after combat ends.

What role does storytelling play in 'The Things They Carried'?

Storytelling serves as a coping mechanism for the soldiers, helping them process their experiences and preserve
memories amidst the chaos of war.

How is love portrayed in 'The Things They Carried'?

Love is depicted as a complex and often painful emotion that motivates and burdens the soldiers, especially
through Lieutenant Cross's feelings for Martha.

What is the significance of the character Kiowa in 'The Things They
Carried'?

Kiowa represents moral integrity and spirituality, providing a grounding presence among the soldiers and
symbolizing the loss endured during war.

How does 'The Things They Carried' end and what is its impact?

The book ends with reflections on memory and storytelling, emphasizing how the act of telling stories helps the
narrator and readers understand and cope with the horrors of war.

Additional Resources
1. All Quiet on the Western Front
This classic novel by Erich Maria Remarque explores the harrowing experiences of German soldiers during World
War I. It delves into the physical and psychological toll of war, portraying the futility and devastation
faced by young soldiers. Like *The Things They Carried*, it examines the personal cost of combat and the bonds
formed in the trenches.

2. Slaughterhouse-Five
Kurt Vonnegut’s semi-autobiographical novel blends science fiction with war memoir as it follows Billy
Pilgrim, a soldier who becomes "unstuck in time." The book addresses the trauma of World War II, especially
the bombing of Dresden, and offers a darkly humorous look at the absurdity of war. It shares thematic elements
with *The Things They Carried*, particularly the struggle to reconcile memory and trauma.

3. Dispatches
Written by Michael Herr, this is a powerful and raw account of Herr’s experience as a war correspondent
during the Vietnam War. The book provides an intense, personal perspective on the chaos and horror of war,
similar to the vivid storytelling found in Tim O’Brien’s work. It captures the emotional weight borne by soldiers
and observers alike.

4. Matterhorn



Karl Marlantes’ novel tells the story of a young Marine lieutenant leading his men through the brutal jungles
of Vietnam. It explores themes of leadership, fear, and the psychological burdens carried by soldiers. Like *The
Things They Carried*, it combines gritty combat scenes with deep character introspection.

5. Born on the Fourth of July
Ron Kovic’s memoir recounts his journey from an idealistic young man eager to serve in Vietnam to a paralyzed
veteran and anti-war activist. The book highlights the physical and emotional scars left by the war and the
struggle to find meaning afterward. It complements the themes of trauma and personal reckoning found in *The
Things They Carried*.

6. Redeployment
Phil Klay’s collection of short stories offers diverse perspectives on the Iraq War, exploring the experiences of
soldiers before, during, and after deployment. The stories focus on the complexities of combat, camaraderie, and
the challenges of returning home. The narrative style and emotional depth resonate strongly with Tim O’Brien’s
approach.

7. In Pharaoh’s Army
Tobias Wolff’s memoir details his time as a soldier and prisoner during the Vietnam War. The book combines vivid
storytelling with reflections on the nature of courage and survival. Like *The Things They Carried*, it
conveys the personal and moral challenges faced by combatants.

8. Where Men Win Glory
This biography of Pat Tillman, a professional football player turned Army Ranger who was killed in
Afghanistan, explores themes of sacrifice, patriotism, and the costs of war. The narrative investigates both
the public and private burdens soldiers carry. It offers a modern complement to O’Brien’s reflections on the
Vietnam War.

9. The Yellow Birds
Kevin Powers’ novel follows two young soldiers in Iraq as they endure the horrors of war and attempt to
survive both physically and mentally. The poetic and haunting prose captures the emotional weight of combat
and loss. The book’s introspective tone and focus on memory align closely with *The Things They Carried*.
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  the things they carried summary: The Things They Carried by Tim O'Brien (Book Analysis)
Bright Summaries, 2019-04-08 Unlock the more straightforward side of The Things They Carried
with this concise and insightful summary and analysis! This engaging summary presents an analysis
of The Things They Carried by Tim O’Brien, a series of interconnected short stories set during the
Vietnam War. O’Brien was drafted to fight in Vietnam when he was in his early 20s, and he has
written extensively about the conflict in both fiction and nonfiction pieces. In The Things They
Carried, he tries to make sense of his and his comrades’ experiences during the war, which have an
enduring effect on them and are never fully understood by those at home. As well as The Things
They Carried, O’Brien is known for his novel Going After Cacciato and the autobiographical account
If I Die in a Combat Zone, Box Me Up and Ship Me Home. Find out everything you need to know
about The Things They Carried in a fraction of the time! This in-depth and informative reading guide
brings you: • A complete plot summary • Character studies • Key themes and symbols • Questions
for further reflection Why choose BrightSummaries.com? Available in print and digital format, our
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publications are designed to accompany you on your reading journey. The clear and concise style
makes for easy understanding, providing the perfect opportunity to improve your literary knowledge
in no time. See the very best of literature in a whole new light with BrightSummaries.com!
  the things they carried summary: Summary and Analysis of The Things They Carried Worth
Books, 2017-01-31 So much to read, so little time? This brief overview of The Things They Carried
tells you what you need to know—before or after you read Tim O'Brien's book. Crafted and edited
with care, Worth Books set the standard for quality and give you the tools you need to be a
well-informed reader. This Summary of The Things They Carried by Tim O'Brien includes: Historical
context Story-by-story summaries Character analysis Themes and symbols Important quotes
Supporting material to enhance your understanding of the source work About The Things They
Carried by Tim O'Brien: A New York Times Book of the Century and Pulitzer Prize finalist, The
Things They Carried is a modern classic and an essential work of literature about the Vietnam War.
Brilliantly blending fact and fiction, autobiography and imagination, Tim O'Brien draws on personal
experience to tell the stories of a platoon of American soldiers sent to fight Vietnam. As they trek
through jungles and across mountains, the young men of Alpha Company carry radios, assault rifles,
C-rations, and good luck charms—as well as grief, love, terror, and the shame of cowardice. Most of
all, they carry the dream of escape, not yet knowing that the burden of memory will haunt them long
after the war is over. Taught in classrooms all over the world, The Things They Carried is a
groundbreaking work of art that reveals the true nature of war and celebrates the healing power of
storytelling. The summary and analysis in this ebook are intended to complement your reading
experience and bring you closer to a great work of fiction.
  the things they carried summary: The Things They Carried Tim O'Brien, 1990 One of the
first questions people ask about The Things They Carried is this: Is it a novel, or a collection of short
stories? The title page refers to the book simply as a work of fiction, defying the conscientious
reader's need to categorize this masterpiece. It is both: a collection of interrelated short pieces
which ultimately reads with the dramatic force and tension of a novel. Yet each one of the
twenty-two short pieces is written with such care, emotional content, and prosaic precision that it
could stand on its own. The Things They Carried depicts the men of Alpha Company: Jimmy Cross,
Henry Dobbins, Rat Kiley, Mitchell Sanders, Norman Bowker, Kiowa, and of course, the character
Tim O'Brien who has survived his tour in Vietnam to become a father and writer at the age of
forty-three. They battle the enemy (or maybe more the idea of the enemy), and occasionally each
other. In their relationships we see their isolation and loneliness, their rage and fear. They miss their
families, their girlfriends and buddies; they miss the lives they left back home. Yet they find
sympathy and kindness for strangers (the old man who leads them unscathed through the mine field,
the girl who grieves while she dances), and love for each other, because in Vietnam they are the only
family they have. We hear the voices of the men and build images upon their dialogue. The way they
tell stories about others, we hear them telling stories about themselves. With the creative verve of
the greatest fiction and the intimacy of a searing autobiography, The Things They Carried is a
testament to the men who risked their lives in America's most controversial war.It is also a mirror
held up to the frailty of humanity. Ultimately The Things They Carried and its myriad protagonists
call to order the courage, determination, and luck we all need to survive. In 1979, Tim O'Brien's
Going After Cacciato -- a novel about the Vietnam War -- won the National Book Award. In this, his
second work of fiction about Vietnam, O'Brien's unique artistic vision is again clearly demonstrated.
Neither a novel nor a short story collection, it is an arc of fictional episodes, taking place in the
childhoods of its characters, in the jungles of Vietnam and back home in America two decades later.
  the things they carried summary: The Things They Carried Tim O'Brien, 1991
  the things they carried summary: CliffsNotes on O'Brien's The Things They Carried Jill
Colella, 2011-05-18 The original CliffsNotes study guides offer expert commentary on major themes,
plots, characters, literary devices, and historical background. The latest generation of titles in this
series also feature glossaries and visual elements that complement the classic, familiar format. In
CliffsNotes on The Things They Carried, you discover Tim O'Brien's powerful and innovative novel



about the experiences of foot soldiers during and after the Vietnam War. Drawing largely on his own
experiences during the war, the author creates a fictional protagonist who shares the author's own
name, and allows this fictional Tim O'Brien to relate disturbing war stories as he creates an
indictment against the wastefulness of war. Chapter summaries and commentaries take you through
Tim O'Brien's very personal journey. Critical essays give you insight into the novel's historical
context, the novel's narrative structure, and the theme of loss of innocence. Other features that help
you study include Character analyses of the main characters A character map that graphically
illustrates the relationships among the characters A section on the life and background of Tim
O'Brien A review section that tests your knowledge A Resource Center full of books, articles, films,
and Internet sites Classic literature or modern-day treasure—you'll understand it all with expert
information and insight from CliffsNotes study guides.
  the things they carried summary: The Things They Carried Tim O'Brien, 1990 Each of
these 22 tales relate the exploits and personalities of a fictional platoon of American soldiers in
Vietnam.
  the things they carried summary: The Things They Carried Harold Bloom, 2009 This
collection of stories from Vietnam War writer Tim O'Briens paints a through picture of the soldiers'
life in the Vietnam War.
  the things they carried summary: The Things They Carried (SparkNotes Literature Guide)
SparkNotes, 2014-08-12 The Things They Carried (SparkNotes Literature Guide) by Tim O'Brien
Making the reading experience fun! Created by Harvard students for students everywhere,
SparkNotes is a new breed of study guide: smarter, better, faster. Geared to what today's students
need to know, SparkNotes provides: *Chapter-by-chapter analysis *Explanations of key themes,
motifs, and symbols *A review quiz and essay topicsLively and accessible, these guides are perfect
for late-night studying and writing papers
  the things they carried summary: Quicklet on The Things They Carried by Tim O'Brien Macie
Melendez, 2011-12-14 Quicklets: Learn More. Read Less. Tim O'Brien is an American author who is
most known for writing on his experience serving in the Vietnam War. He was born in a small town
called Austin in Minnesota in 1946. He currently resides in Austin, Texas where he teaches at Texas
State University-San Marcos. He earned his Bachelor's Degree in Political Science from Macalester
College in St. Paul, Minnesota and attended Harvard after his tour in Vietnam. He was drafted into
the Army and served in the Vietnam war from 1968 to 1970. Other notable titles O'Brien has
published include If I Die in a Combat Zone: Box Me Up and Ship Me Home, Northern Lights, The
Nuclear Age, and Going After Cacciato The Things They Carried is a collection of related short
stories about the Vietnam war. Although based upon the real-life experiences of author Tim
O'Brien's time served in the war, the title page of the novel refers to the book as a work of fiction.
Additionally, a few of the book's characters show similarities to characters from O'Brien's
autobiography If I Die in a Combat Zone: Box Me Up and Ship Me Home. Quicklets: Learn More.
Read Less.
  the things they carried summary: The Things They Carried Total Class Notes, 2012-02-01
Heroic young men carry the emotional weight of their lives to war in Vietnam in a patchwork
account of a modern journey into the heart of darkness
  the things they carried summary: A Study Guide for Tim O'Brien's Things They Carried
Gale, Cengage Learning, 2015-09-15 A Study Guide for Tim O'B rien's Things They Carried,
excerpted from Gale's acclaimed Short Stories for Students.This concise study guide includes plot
summary; character analysis; author biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions for
further reading; and much more. For any literature project, trust Short Stories for Students for all of
your research needs.
  the things they carried summary: Showing & Telling Laurie Alberts, 2010-04-07 Write
vibrant scenes and essential summaries Show—don't tell. How many times have you heard this
standard bit of writing advice? It's so common in writing courses and critiques that it has become a
cliche. Writers are often told to write scenes, dramatize, cut exposition, cut summary—but it's



misguided advice. The truth is good writing almost always requires both showing and telling. The
trick is finding the right balance of scene and summary—the two basic components of creative prose.
Showing and Telling shows you how to employ each of these essential techniques in the appropriate
places within a narrative. You'll learn how to: • Write scenes and cut exposition • Compress time
and summarize background information • Create graceful transitions • Effectively inject
interpretation • And more! Complete with examples from bestsellers and interactive exercises, this
comprehensive guide offers an in-depth look at scene development, the role of reflection in
storytelling, the art of summarizing, and how to bring it all together.
  the things they carried summary: A Study Guide for Tim O'Brien's "On the Rainy River"
Gale, Cengage Learning, A Study Guide for Tim O'Brien's On the Rainy River, excerpted from Gale's
acclaimed Short Stories for Students. This concise study guide includes plot summary; character
analysis; author biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions for further reading; and
much more. For any literature project, trust Short Stories for Students for all of your research
needs.
  the things they carried summary: How to Write Fiction (And Think About It) Robert Graham,
2006-10-29 If you are a writer of fiction, this practical handbook will teach you how to acquire your
own writer's tool-box. Here you will learn all about developing your craft. The wide-ranging
exploration of fiction-writing skills contains many unique features, such as the focus on reflective
learning and tuition on advanced skills including foreshadowing, transitions and producing short
story cycles. Throughout, the approach is centred on 3 kinds of activity: - Examining the theory of
particular fiction writing skills. - Analysing the practice of these skills in examples of published work.
- Practising the use of skills in fiction-writing exercises. What makes this guide so distinctive,
though, is the way it consistently asks you to reflect on your work, and stresses the importance of
being able to articulate the processes of writing. Packed with wisdom about the art of fiction and
filled with writing exercises, How to Write Fiction (and Think about It) examines the work of today's
finest authors to teach you everything you need to know about writing short stories or longer fiction.
Whether you are a student, a would-be professional author, or a general reader who simply likes to
write for pleasure, this guide will equip you with a portfolio of key fiction-writing skills.
  the things they carried summary: Tim O'Brien Tobey C Herzog, 2018-04-17 This collection
of seven essays, like the carefully linked collection of vignettes within Tim O’Brien’s most popular
book The Things They Carried, contains multiple critical and biographical angles with recurring
threads of life events, themes, characters, creative techniques, and references to all of O’Brien’s
books. Grounded in through research, Herzog’s work illustrates how O’Brien merges his life
experiences with his creative production; he rarely misses an opportunity to introduce these critical
life events into his writing.
  the things they carried summary: Twentieth-Century and Contemporary American Literature
in Context Linda De Roche, 2021-06-04 This four-volume reference work surveys American literature
from the early 20th century to the present day, featuring a diverse range of American works and
authors and an expansive selection of primary source materials. Bringing useful and engaging
material into the classroom, this four-volume set covers more than a century of American literary
history—from 1900 to the present. Twentieth-Century and Contemporary American Literature in
Context profiles authors and their works and provides overviews of literary movements and genres
through which readers will understand the historical, cultural, and political contexts that have
shaped American writing. Twentieth-Century and Contemporary American Literature in Context
provides wide coverage of authors, works, genres, and movements that are emblematic of the
diversity of modern America. Not only are major literary movements represented, such as the Beats,
but this work also highlights the emergence and development of modern Native American literature,
African American literature, and other representative groups that showcase the diversity of
American letters. A rich selection of primary documents and background material provides
indispensable information for student research.
  the things they carried summary: Oh, the Things They Like to Hide B. Sky, 2019-08-16



During my fifteen years of experience with the large health-care system, I witnessed shocking
knee-jerk responses to political and media attention placed upon medical facilities during times of
unsolicited adversity. It saddens me that physicians and other dedicated employees, many of us
Veterans, become targets or scapegoats for many facility political and media inquiries.
Unfortunately, the large health-care system is not a popular health-care organization in the eyes of
the media and politicians. Political and media scrutiny abounds often resulting in defamation of
character of dedicated employees working against enormous obstacles to improve patient
health-care. Subsequently, instead of supporting the medical staff, facility leaders choose to place
undeserved blame on an unsuspecting employee in a retaliatory approach. I became one of those
employees. What tends to follow next is nit-picking of every chart, every decision, and every action
by the physician. Worse yet, governing oversight agencies investigate complaints by politicians and
others, interview health-care facility leaders, and end up making decisions based upon testimonies
filled with lies. The investigators fail to check facts. They ignore certainties that would damage the
facility's reputation. Testimonies by deceitful executive leaders prevail, and their perjured
statements blindside truthful testimonies by clinical staff. By choosing to ignore dependable
evidence, health-care suffers, and worse yet, people die. This is a true story about politicians, a large
health-care system, coercion, and how unsolicited political pressure placed upon physicians can
thwart efforts to apply opioid safety initiatives in America leading to unintentional drug overdoses
and death.
  the things they carried summary: How to Write A Short Story (And Think About It) Robert
Graham, 2017-09-16 Short story publishing is flourishing in the 21st century and is no longer seen
as a poor relation of the novel. But what is a short story? And how do you write one? Robert Graham
takes you through everything you need to know, from how a writer works to crafting and editing
your own fiction. This heavily revised edition features new chapters by contemporary fiction writers.
Stressing the importance of reading broadly and deeply, the book includes a wide range of prompts
and writing exercises. It teaches you how to read as a writer and write like somebody who has read.
You will learn the elements of craft you need to produce short stories, and one of the key writer's
disciplines: reflecting on your own work. Whether you are a student or an experienced author, this
book will teach you how to write short stories – and reflect on the creative processes involved. The
book features chapters from writer-teachers James Friel, Rodge Glass, Ursula Hurley, Heather
Leach, Helen Newall, Jenny Newman, James Rice and Tom Vowler.
  the things they carried summary: Make a Scene Jordan Rosenfeld, 2007-11-09 Write Scenes
that Move Your Story Forward In Make a Scene, author Jordan E. Rosenfeld takes you through the
fundamentals of strong scene construction and explains how other essential fiction-writing
techniques, such as character, plot, and dramatic tension, must function within the framework of
individual scenes in order to provide substance and structure to the overall story. You'll learn how
to: • Craft an opening scene that hooks readers and foreshadows supporting scenes • Develop
various scene types - from the suspenseful to the dramatic to the contemplative - that are distinct
and layered • Tailor character and plot around specific scene types to better convey the nuances of
your storyline • Create resonating climactic and final scenes that stay with readers long after
they've finished your work
  the things they carried summary: The Vietnam War Geoffrey Wawro, 2024-10-01 The first
comprehensive military history of the war in Vietnam The Vietnam War cast a shadow over the
American psyche from the moment it began. In its time it sparked budget deficits, campus protests,
and an erosion of US influence around the world. Long after the last helicopter evacuated Saigon,
Americans have continued to battle over whether it was ever a winnable war. Based on thousands of
pages of military, diplomatic, and intelligence documents, Geoffrey Wawro’s The Vietnam War offers
a definitive account of a war of choice that was doomed from its inception. In devastating detail,
Wawro narrates campaigns where US troops struggled even to find the enemy in the South
Vietnamese wilderness, let alone kill sufficient numbers to turn the tide in their favor. Yet the war
dragged on, prolonged by presidents and military leaders who feared the political consequences of



accepting defeat. In the end, no number of young lives lost or bombs dropped could prevent
America’s ally, the corrupt South Vietnamese regime, from collapsing the moment US troops
retreated. Broad, definitive, and illuminating, The Vietnam War offers an unsettling, resonant story
of the limitations of American power.
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