
top military commanders history

top military commanders history encompasses a diverse group of individuals whose
strategic brilliance and leadership fundamentally shaped the course of warfare and world
events. From ancient times to the modern era, these commanders demonstrated
exceptional tactical acumen, innovative thinking, and the ability to inspire troops under the
most challenging circumstances. Understanding their achievements provides valuable
insights into military strategy, leadership principles, and historical impacts. This article
explores some of the most influential military leaders across different periods and regions,
highlighting their contributions to military history. The examination includes commanders
from antiquity, the medieval period, the early modern era, and the contemporary age,
illustrating how military strategy evolved over time. Readers will gain an appreciation for
the complexities of military command and the lasting legacies of these iconic figures.

Ancient Military Commanders

Medieval Military Commanders

Early Modern Military Commanders

Modern Military Commanders

Ancient Military Commanders
The ancient world produced some of the most renowned military leaders whose tactics and
campaigns are still studied today. These commanders often combined brilliant strategic
foresight with innovative battlefield maneuvers, influencing the development of military
doctrine for centuries.

Alexander the Great
Alexander the Great, king of Macedon, is celebrated for creating one of the largest empires
of the ancient world by the age of 30. His mastery of combined arms tactics and his ability
to adapt to diverse combat environments allowed him to defeat numerically superior forces
repeatedly. Alexander’s campaigns spread Hellenistic culture across three continents,
demonstrating the profound impact a military commander can have beyond the battlefield.

Julius Caesar
Julius Caesar was a Roman general and statesman whose military genius was instrumental
in expanding the Roman Republic’s territory. Known for his decisive victories in the Gallic
Wars, Caesar’s use of legions and engineering skills during sieges showcased his tactical
versatility. His campaigns significantly altered Roman political dynamics, ultimately paving



the way for the Roman Empire.

Sun Tzu
Sun Tzu, an ancient Chinese general and military strategist, authored “The Art of War,” a
seminal treatise on military strategy and tactics. His principles emphasize intelligence,
deception, and flexibility, which remain relevant in both military and non-military contexts
today. Although less is known about his personal military exploits, his influence on strategic
thinking is unparalleled in history.

Medieval Military Commanders
The medieval era was characterized by feudal conflicts, crusades, and the rise of chivalric
orders. Military commanders during this period had to navigate complex political
landscapes while applying evolving siege techniques and cavalry tactics.

Richard the Lionheart
King Richard I of England, known as Richard the Lionheart, was a formidable military leader
during the Third Crusade. His skillful use of both defensive and offensive tactics enabled
him to achieve significant victories despite limited resources. Richard’s leadership was
marked by his personal bravery and strategic acumen on the battlefield.

Saladin
Saladin, the first sultan of Egypt and Syria, was a unifying figure in the Muslim world during
the Crusades. Renowned for his chivalry and military skill, Saladin recaptured Jerusalem
from the Crusaders through a combination of diplomacy and effective military campaigns.
His ability to inspire loyalty and coordinate large forces was critical to his success.

Joan of Arc
Joan of Arc emerged as a key figure in the Hundred Years’ War, leading French forces to
several important victories. Her role as a peasant girl turned military leader was
unprecedented, and her leadership boosted French morale during a critical period. Joan’s
impact extended beyond her military accomplishments, becoming a symbol of national
unity and faith.

Early Modern Military Commanders
The early modern period saw the professionalization of armies, the introduction of
gunpowder weapons, and the rise of nation-states. Commanders in this era had to master
new technologies and larger, more complex military organizations.



Napoleon Bonaparte
Napoleon Bonaparte is arguably the most famous military commander of the early modern
era. His innovative use of corps organization, rapid maneuvering, and artillery transformed
European warfare. Napoleon’s campaigns reshaped the political map of Europe and left a
lasting legacy on military tactics and leadership.

Frederick the Great
Frederick II of Prussia, known as Frederick the Great, was a military innovator who
modernized the Prussian army. His emphasis on discipline, mobility, and combined arms
tactics allowed him to win the Seven Years’ War against multiple adversaries. Frederick’s
strategic vision helped establish Prussia as a major European power.

Horatio Nelson
Admiral Horatio Nelson was a British naval commander renowned for his victories during
the Napoleonic Wars. His leadership at battles such as Trafalgar demonstrated exceptional
naval tactics and an aggressive approach to combat. Nelson’s legacy is integral to naval
warfare history and British maritime dominance.

Modern Military Commanders
The modern era includes commanders who have led forces through industrialized warfare,
world wars, and contemporary conflicts. These leaders adapted to technological
advancements and complex geopolitical challenges.

Dwight D. Eisenhower
General Dwight D. Eisenhower served as Supreme Commander of the Allied Expeditionary
Forces in Europe during World War II. His organizational skills and diplomatic acumen were
key to coordinating multinational forces during the D-Day invasion and subsequent
campaigns. Eisenhower’s leadership helped secure Allied victory and shaped post-war
global order.

Georgy Zhukov
Marshal Georgy Zhukov was a Soviet commander credited with decisive victories on the
Eastern Front during World War II. His strategic planning and resilience were critical in
battles such as Stalingrad and Berlin. Zhukov’s role was instrumental in the defeat of Nazi
Germany and demonstrated effective large-scale military command.



Chester W. Nimitz
Admiral Chester W. Nimitz led the United States Pacific Fleet during World War II. His
strategic use of carrier-based naval aviation and submarine warfare was pivotal in the
Pacific Theater. Nimitz’s leadership contributed significantly to the eventual Allied success
against Japan.

List of Characteristics Shared by Top Military
Commanders

Exceptional strategic and tactical knowledge

Ability to inspire and lead troops under pressure

Adaptability to changing battlefield conditions

Innovative use of technology and resources

Strong organizational and logistical planning

Decisive decision-making skills

Understanding of political and cultural contexts

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is considered the greatest military commander in
history?
Alexander the Great is often considered the greatest military commander in history due to
his undefeated record and vast empire that stretched from Greece to India.

What made Napoleon Bonaparte a top military
commander?
Napoleon Bonaparte was a top military commander because of his innovative tactics,
strategic genius, and ability to inspire and lead large armies during the Napoleonic Wars.

Which military commander is known for his tactics
during the American Civil War?
Robert E. Lee is known for his tactical brilliance during the American Civil War, particularly
in battles such as the Battle of Chancellorsville.



How did Julius Caesar impact military strategy?
Julius Caesar revolutionized military strategy with his use of rapid movement, decisive
battles, and engineering skills, which helped him conquer Gaul and expand the Roman
Republic.

Who was the top military commander of the Mongol
Empire?
Genghis Khan was the top military commander of the Mongol Empire, known for his ability
to unite tribes and use innovative cavalry tactics to create the largest contiguous empire in
history.

What distinguishes Admiral Horatio Nelson as a military
commander?
Admiral Horatio Nelson is distinguished by his naval leadership during the Napoleonic Wars,
particularly his victory at the Battle of Trafalgar, which established British naval supremacy.

Which World War II commander is famous for the D-Day
invasion?
General Dwight D. Eisenhower is famous for planning and leading the successful D-Day
invasion, which was a turning point in World War II.

What were some key achievements of General Erwin
Rommel?
General Erwin Rommel, known as the 'Desert Fox,' was a German commander famous for
his leadership in the North African campaign and his innovative use of mobile warfare.

How did Sun Tzu influence military commanders
throughout history?
Sun Tzu, author of 'The Art of War,' influenced military commanders by emphasizing
strategy, deception, and psychological warfare, principles still studied and applied today.

Who was the military commander behind the unification
of Japan in the 16th century?
Oda Nobunaga was the military commander who played a key role in the unification of
Japan during the Sengoku period through his innovative tactics and use of firearms.



Additional Resources
1. Alexander the Great: His Life and His Mysterious Death
This book delves into the extraordinary life of Alexander the Great, exploring his military
genius and unprecedented conquests that shaped the ancient world. It examines his
strategic brilliance in battles like Gaugamela and Issus, as well as the political and cultural
impacts of his empire. The author also investigates the theories surrounding his untimely
and enigmatic death.

2. Napoleon: A Life
An in-depth biography of Napoleon Bonaparte, this book covers his rise from a Corsican
outsider to Emperor of France. It highlights his innovative military tactics, including the use
of corps system and rapid maneuvers, which revolutionized European warfare. The
narrative also addresses his complex personality, political ambitions, and eventual
downfall.

3. Grant by Ron Chernow
This comprehensive biography details Ulysses S. Grant’s journey from a modest
background to becoming the Union’s top general during the American Civil War. It
emphasizes his strategic acumen in campaigns such as Vicksburg and the Overland
Campaign, which were pivotal in securing Union victory. The book also explores his post-
war presidency and efforts to reconcile a divided nation.

4. Patton: A Genius for War
This biography portrays General George S. Patton as one of the most dynamic and
unconventional American commanders of World War II. It covers his leadership in the North
African campaign, the invasion of Sicily, and the Battle of the Bulge. The book also delves
into his personality, controversies, and lasting impact on modern military doctrine.

5. Hannibal: Enemy of Rome
Focusing on the Carthaginian general Hannibal Barca, this book recounts his daring and
strategic brilliance during the Second Punic War against Rome. It highlights his famous
crossing of the Alps with war elephants and his tactical victories at battles like Cannae. The
narrative also explores his legacy as one of history’s greatest military tacticians.

6. Wellington: The Iron Duke
This book presents the life of Arthur Wellesley, the Duke of Wellington, who defeated
Napoleon at the Battle of Waterloo. It discusses his military career, including his campaigns
in India and the Peninsular War, showcasing his disciplined and methodical approach to
warfare. The author also touches on his political career and influence in 19th-century
Britain.

7. Erwin Rommel: The Desert Fox
A detailed study of Field Marshal Erwin Rommel’s leadership in the North African campaign
during World War II. The book explores his innovative tactics, charismatic leadership, and
his reputation for chivalry and respect even among his enemies. It also addresses his
complex relationship with the Nazi regime and his role in the German resistance.

8. Chinggis Khan and the Making of the Modern World
This book examines the life and military campaigns of Genghis Khan, the founder of the
Mongol Empire. It highlights his revolutionary warfare strategies, including mobility,



psychological warfare, and intelligence gathering. The author also discusses how his
conquests reshaped the geopolitical landscape of Eurasia and influenced modern history.

9. Admiral Nelson: The Hero of Trafalgar
A biography of Admiral Horatio Nelson, focusing on his naval career and his pivotal role in
establishing British naval supremacy. The book details his leadership in the Napoleonic
Wars, culminating in the decisive Battle of Trafalgar. It also explores his personal life,
leadership style, and enduring legacy in naval history.

Top Military Commanders History

Find other PDF articles:
https://ns2.kelisto.es/anatomy-suggest-005/pdf?trackid=LHE93-7837&title=dog-spay-anatomy.pdf

  top military commanders history: Commanders DK Publishing, 2010-08-16 Commanders
focuses on the greatest leaders in naval, field, and aerial warfare. From Alexander the Great's
conquest of the known world to the generals leading today's campaigns in Afghanistan, the book
casts new light on the leaders who have forged history on the battlefield. Famous historical
commanders, such as Julius Caesar, Napoleon, and Horatio Nelson, are considered in depth, along
with their subordinates and enemies. Commanders from outside the Western tradition are also
examined, including the great Chinese, Japanese, Indian, Native American, and African leaders.
Chapter introductions contextualize the entries by explaining who fought whom and why, and
individual stories bring the history to life. Catalog information gives an at-a-glance overview of each
commander's life, and each section provides a timeline, key data, and a psychological profile
outlining the commander's strengths and weaknesses. Images will include paintings of battles,
battlefield maps, as well as the commanders' weapons, vehicles, and personal effects.
  top military commanders history: History's Greatest Generals Michael Rank, 2013-11-04
From the #1 bestselling author of The Crusades and the Soldiers of the Cross comes an exciting new
book on the greatest minds of military leadership in history. Whether it is Hannibal of Carthage
marching elephants across the Alps and attacking the heart of Rome, Khalid ibn al-Walid boasting an
undefeated military career and destroying the Persian Empire while subduing the Byzantines, or
Russian General Alexander Suvurov and his elevation of the bayonet to a work of art that could cut
down any European army, great military leaders have exerted tremendous influence on society. This
book will look at the lives of the ten greatest military commanders in history. Some conquered the
fullest expanse of the known world, as did Alexander the Great. Still others were master statesmen
and capable of translating military victory into long-term political gains, such as Julius Caesar,
whose vanquishing of the Gauls and his political opponents laid the groundwork for several
centuries of unmatchable Roman imperial might. It will also look at the tactics they used to bring
down stronger armies and befuddle them at every turn; whether it is Napoleon, who nearly
conquered Europe through his deadly manoeuvre sur les derrieres and marching unexpectedly away
from the enemy's main strength and concentrating on a weak but vital enemy point; or Hannibal's
double entrapment maneuver, which has been the envy of military strategists for the last 2,000
years. Whatever their background, these rulers show that the right military commander at the right
time in history can destroy an empire, change civilization, and alter the course of world history
forever.
  top military commanders history: The Military 100 Michael Lee Lanning, 2002 Foreword by
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James F. Dunnigan. From Alexander the Great to Adolf Hitler and Joan of Arc to George S. Patton,
The Miltiary 100 vividly details the lives of the world's most famous - and infamous - military leaders.
Now in paperback, this provocative compendium ranks the heroes and villains, liberators and
conquerors, those who invented the tools of combat, and those who developed the art of war. Sure to
generate controversy, this edition provides invaluable insight into those who have shaped history.
Illustrated with 100 photos, prints and drawings.
  top military commanders history: 100 Great Military Leaders Nigel Cawthorne,
2012-04-14 Beginning with Leonides of Sparta, who died at Thermopylae in 480 b.c.e., and ending
with General Giap, a Vietnamese leader; Moshe Dayan, commander of the Israeli Defense Force
during the 1967 Six-Day War; and Colin Powell, 100 Great Military Leaders provides an informative
overview of the careers and battles of one hundred military commanders and their places in history.
Divided by eras, the material covers the ancient world, the Anglo-Saxons and the Vikings, the Middle
Ages, the Napoleonic period, the American War of Independence and the Civil War, the two World
Wars, and the postwar conflicts. Each entry provides a chronology of major events as well as a
summary of achievements. The entries, both fascinating and easy to read, succeed in providing a
clear yet nuanced picture of the role of the individual in historical events. An engaging and
thought-provoking book, full of facts, pertinent quotations, and anecdotes, 100 Great Military
Leaders is sure to prove of interest to a wide range of readers.
  top military commanders history: Greatest Military Leaders in History Mazimum C Jerri,
2021-03-24 We combed through 3,000 years of history to identify standout military commanders
whose battlefield prowess, impact on the conduct of the war in their respective eras, or significant
contributions to the development of warfare helped create the world we live in today. Some leaders
are best known for a single significant battle other on the list are famous for their consistent
excellence in numerous encounters and campaigns.Many of them experienced war at the sharp-end
others directed operations from staff headquarters located far away from the fighting lines. Yet
regardless of where these men commanded - whether on the land, sea or in the air - each proved to
the world that he was an extraordinary leader.1. Cyrus the Great (600 - 530 BC)2. Alexander the
Great (356 - 323 BC)3. Julius Caesar (100 BC - 44 BC)4. Boudicca (1st Century)5. Constantine the
Great (272 - 337)6. Attila the Hun (5th Century) 7. King Arthur 6th Century8. King Alfred (849 -
899)9. Saladin (1138 - 1193) 10. Genghis Khan - (1162 - 1227)
  top military commanders history: Military History's Top 10 Lists M. Evan Brooks, 2003
This insightful and entertaining volume chronicles 700 of the most outlandish commanders, battles
and accomplishments in military history, covering the wars, the personalities, the literature and the
media, and miscellaneous facts from ancient times to the present. Its seventy top ten lists include
warfare's top ten winners, losers, traitors, entertainers, war novels and movies. Military historians,
buffs, and enthusiasts will enjoy this often irreverent look at the profession of arms, by an author
with over thirty years of service in the U. s. Army and National Guard. Includes 15 black and white
photographs.
  top military commanders history: 100 Military Leaders Who Shaped World History Samuel
Willard Crompton, 1999 The book is for anyone interested in military history. It covers a lot of the
great leaders of our country and it shows why the United States is independent today. Our country
pays great gratitude to these men and this book shows why each and every one of them deserved the
honor they received. Captivating for everyone, from the history buff to the simply quizzical
individual.
  top military commanders history: Military Commanders Nigel Cawthorne, 2004 From ancient
Greece to Desert Storm, Military Commanders presents a chronological history of great battles and
the men who won them. Beginning with Leonidas of Sparta, who died at Thermopylae and ending
with Colin Powell, this book includes such world famous leaders as Alexander the Great, Napoleon,
Grant and Lee, Patton and Rommel. In addition, it includes the military theorist Sun Tzu, who wrote
The Art of War, as well as lesser known but important figures, such as Red Cloud, Shaka Zulu, and
General Giap. Military Commanders, containing pertinent quotations, anecdotes, and detailed facts



is a highly-readable combination of history and biography.
  top military commanders history: Russia's Revolution from Above 1985-2000 Gordon M.
Hahn, Relying on a wealth of detailed institutional, policy, and elite information, Hahn presents a
magisterial study that fills a significant void in our understanding of USSR's destruction. While
readers may at times feel overwhelmed.... readers are presented with a conceptual approach that
can be useful for appreciating ongoing institutional changes and oftern subtle elite maneuverings in
the post-Soviet era. --John P. Willerton, University of Arizona This is a big book in all respects,
weighty both in size and scholarship. The core is a meticulous analysis of the perestroika period of
the Soviet Union (1985-91). Followed by a concluding general chapter that applies the earlier
analysis to post-Communist Russia (1992-2000). The work is based on years of painstaking analysis,
considerable archival research, and numerous interviews. -- The Russian Review This is an important
book with a number of substantive strengths. -- Slavic Review The fall of the Soviet communist
regime in 1991 offers a challenging contrast to other instances of democratic transition and change
in the last decades of the twentieth century. The 1991 revolution was neither a peaceful revolution
from below as occurred in Czechoslovakia nor a negotiated transition to democracy like those in
Poland, Hungary, or Latin America. It was not primarily the result of social modernization, the rise
of a new middle class, or of national liberation movements in the non-Russian union republics.
Instead, as Gordon Hahn argues, the Russian transformation was a bureaucrat-led, state-based
revolution managed by a group of Communist Party functionaries who won control over the Russian
Republic (RSFSR) in the mid-1990s. Hahn describes how opportunistic Party and state officials, led
by Boris Yeltsin, defected from the Gorbachev camp and proceeded in 1990-91 to dismantle the
institutions that bound state and party. These revolutionaries from above seized control of political,
economic, natural and human resources, and then separated the party apparatus from state
institutions on Russian Republic territory. With the failed August 1991 hard-line coup, Yeltsin
banned the Communist Party and decreed that all Union state organs, including the KGB and
military were under RSFSR control. In Hahn's account, this mode of revolutionary change from
above explains the troubled development of democracy in Russia and the former Soviet republics.
Hahn shows how limited mobilization of the masses stunted the development of civil societies and
the formation of political parties and trade unions with real grass roots. The result is a weak society
unable to nudge the state to concentrate on institutional reforms society needs for the development
of a free polity and economy. Russia's Revolution from Above goes far in correcting the historical
record and reconceptualizing the Soviet transformation. It should be read by historians, economists,
political scientists, and Russia area scholars. Gordon M. Hahn is visiting scholar at the Hoover
Institution, Stanford University. His articles on Soviet and Russian politics have appeared in
Europe-Asia Studies, Problems of Post-Communism, Russian Review, and Russian History/Histoire
Russe.
  top military commanders history: The World's Greatest Military Leaders Martin Windrow,
Francis K. Mason, 2000 The two hundred personalities described in this book have a fair claim to
being the most significant in the last thousand years of military history. They include warrior kings
and sultans, field marshals and ministers, tribal chiefs and junior officers. The majority of the entries
are naturally concerned with field commanders; but the most influential theorists and administrators
-- men like Clausewitz, Steuben, and Carnot -- also qualify for notice. -- inside cover.
  top military commanders history: A World History of War Crimes Michael S. Bryant,
2021-01-28 The greatly expanded and enhanced 2nd edition of A World History of War Crimes
provides an authoritative and accessible introduction to the global history of war crimes and the
laws of war. Tracing human efforts to limit warfare, from codes of war in antiquity designed to
maintain a religiously conceived cosmic order to the gradual use in the modern age of the criminal
trial as a means of enforcing universal humanitarian norms, Michael S. Bryant's book is a masterful
one-volume account of the subject. This new edition includes, for the first time: * Two chapters
providing extensive coverage of the Americas, Africa and the Middle East * Strengthened
chronological boundaries – a new chapter on the Incas, Aztecs, Mayan, and North American Indian



tribes, as well as more material across all regions in ancient times; discussion of contemporary war
crimes committed in Afghanistan, Iraq, Myanmar and Syria * A historiographical essay to broaden
your understanding of the field * An added final chapter focusing on the social, cultural and
psychological aspects of the subject A World History of War Crimes is vital reading for anyone
needing to understand the history of war in one of its most significant contexts.
  top military commanders history: Field Artillery , 1992
  top military commanders history: Russian Government and Politics Eric Shiraev,
2025-02-20 This new edition covers everything students need to know about the key institutions,
people, parties and policies in Russian government and politics, as well as covering political
behaviour, participation and communication. Revised to offer coverage and analysis of recent events,
this new edition offers: - Discussion of new developments related to the war in Ukraine and its
consequences (geopolitical, political, economic, social, psychological, etc.) for Russia, Europe,
Eurasia, and the world. - Expanded critical discussion of the Russian political system and its pivot
toward authoritarianism. - Detailed discussion of social and cultural issues and their interaction with
politics; to further underline the role of individual personalities and the political impact of informal
political and business arrangements in Russia. - New research and statistical updates including
opinion polls, expert opinions, and other sources relevant to Russian government and politics. This is
the ideal text for upper-level undergraduate and postgraduate students studying Russian politics or
comparative government and politics more broadly.
  top military commanders history: Congressional Record United States. Congress, 1969
  top military commanders history: State of Doom Barry Scott Zellen, 2011-12-15
  top military commanders history: World Military Leaders Mark Grossman, 2007 Articles
profiling important military leaders are arranged in A to Z format.
  top military commanders history: A Command Post at War David W. Hogan, 2000
Discusses the first Army headquarters in the European theater, from its activation in October 1943
to V-E Day in May 1945. Shows the Army headquarters of World War 2 as a complicated
organization with functions ranging from the immediate supervision of tactical operations to
long-range operational planning and the sustained support of frontline units. CMH Pub 70-60.
  top military commanders history: History of Yoruba Land Gbade Aladeojebi, 2016-10-17 The
name Nigeria was coined in Lokoja by Flora Shaw, the future wife of Baron Lugard, a British colonial
administrator, while gazing out at the river Niger. So, British colonialism created Nigeria as a
country, joining diverse peoples and regions in an artificial political entity along the Niger River. The
territory known today as Nigeria is a very large country of multi-ethnic groups of about four
hundred. The land mass is large enough to accommodate France, Belgium and Italy. The name
Nigeria is derived from the River Niger which traverses the country from the North to the South.
Nigeria is located on the coast of Western Africa. It has an area of 356,669 square miles (923,768
square km). At its greatest expanse, it measures about 1,200 kilometres (about 750 mi) from East to
West and about 1,050 kilometres (about 650 mi) from North to South. It is bordered to the north by
Niger, the east by Chad and Cameroon, the south by the Gulf of Guinea, and to the west by Benin.
Niger River and the Benue, are its largest tributary, are the principal rivers in the country. The area
that is now Nigeria was home to ethnically based kingdoms and tribal communities before it became
a European colony. In spite of European contact that began in the 16th century, these kingdoms and
communities maintains their autonomy until the 19th century. Federal Republic of Nigeria is a
constitutional Federal Republic comprising 36 states and the Federal Capital Territory in Abuja. The
principal groups in the Northern part are Hausa, Fulani, Kanuri, and Nupe. Other minority tribes
also inhabits the Middle belt area, these include the Jukun, the Chamba and the Bata. In the region
north of the upper Benue valley various ethnic groups such as Fali, Gabun, Gude, Gudu, Higi, Hona
Mbula, Mumuye and Tika also inhabits the area. In the Southwest we have the Yoruba, another
principal ethnic group and in the Southeast we have the Igbo people which form the third principal
ethnic group. In the South-south we have the group of minorities such as Annang, Efik, Ibibio, Ijaw,
Itsekiri, Isoko Uhrobo and Ukwiani. The entire ethnic group in Nigeria is over 500, parts of these are



listed in appropriate section of this book.
  top military commanders history: The Generals Thomas E. Ricks, 2013-10-29 A New York
Times bestseller! An epic history of the decline of American military leadership—from the bestselling
author of Fiasco and Churchill and Orwell. While history has been kind to the American generals of
World War II—Marshall, Eisenhower, Patton, and Bradley—it has been less kind to the generals of
the wars that followed, such as Koster, Franks, Sanchez, and Petraeus. In The Generals, Thomas E.
Ricks sets out to explain why that is. In chronicling the widening gulf between performance and
accountability among the top brass of the U.S. military, Ricks tells the stories of great leaders and
suspect ones, generals who rose to the occasion and generals who failed themselves and their
soldiers. In Ricks’s hands, this story resounds with larger meaning: about the transmission of values,
about strategic thinking, and about the difference between an organization that learns and one that
fails.
  top military commanders history: American Civil-Military Relations Suzanne C. Nielsen,
Don M. Snider, 2009-10-05 politics, and national security policy.--John R. Ballard On Point
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