
the scarlet letter meaning

the scarlet letter meaning is a complex and multifaceted theme central to Nathaniel Hawthorne’s
classic novel, "The Scarlet Letter." This literary work, set in 17th-century Puritan Massachusetts,
explores themes of sin, guilt, redemption, and societal judgment through the symbol of the scarlet
letter "A" worn by the protagonist, Hester Prynne. Understanding the scarlet letter meaning involves
delving into historical context, symbolism, character development, and thematic elements that
reveal the novel’s critique of morality and human nature. This article will provide an in-depth
analysis of the scarlet letter’s significance, its evolving interpretation throughout the story, and its
broader cultural implications. Readers will gain insight into how Hawthorne used symbolism and
narrative to challenge prevailing attitudes toward sin and punishment. The following sections will
guide the exploration of these aspects in detail.

Historical and Cultural Context of The Scarlet Letter

Symbolism of the Scarlet Letter

Character Analysis and the Role of the Scarlet Letter

Thematic Interpretations of the Scarlet Letter Meaning

Legacy and Modern Relevance of the Scarlet Letter

Historical and Cultural Context of The Scarlet Letter
The scarlet letter meaning cannot be fully grasped without understanding the historical and cultural
background in which Nathaniel Hawthorne wrote his novel. Published in 1850, "The Scarlet Letter"
is set in the Puritan society of the Massachusetts Bay Colony during the 1640s. This period was
characterized by strict religious codes and a rigid moral framework that governed daily life.

Puritan Society and Moral Codes
Puritanism emphasized predestination, original sin, and the necessity of personal piety. Public
confession and punishment for sins, especially sexual transgressions, were common. The scarlet
letter "A" symbolized adultery and was intended as a tool for public shaming and social control.

Hawthorne's Personal and Historical Influences
Hawthorne’s ancestors included Puritan magistrates involved in the Salem witch trials, which
influenced his critical view of Puritanism. His depiction of the scarlet letter reflects both historical
realities and his nuanced critique of the punitive nature of Puritan society.



Symbolism of the Scarlet Letter
The scarlet letter itself is a powerful symbol that evolves in meaning throughout the novel. Its
symbolism is central to understanding the scarlet letter meaning as it represents more than just the
sin of adultery.

The Letter "A" as Punishment and Identity
Initially, the scarlet letter "A" is a mark of shame imposed by the community to punish Hester
Prynne for her adultery. It is meant to isolate and humiliate her publicly.

Evolving Symbolism: From Adultery to Ability and Angel
Over time, the letter’s meaning shifts. Hester transforms it through her charitable deeds and
dignified conduct, causing some townsfolk to interpret the "A" as standing for "Able" or even
"Angel," reflecting her strength and moral resilience.

Color and Material Significance
The scarlet color of the letter symbolizes passion, sin, and vitality, but also courage and defiance.
The intricate embroidery of the letter reflects Hester’s skill and individuality within a conformist
society.

Shame and social stigma

Sin and guilt

Individual identity and resilience

Public versus private morality

Transformation and redemption

Character Analysis and the Role of the Scarlet Letter
The scarlet letter meaning is deeply intertwined with the characters, especially Hester Prynne,
Arthur Dimmesdale, and Roger Chillingworth, whose interactions and conflicts illuminate the novel’s
themes.



Hester Prynne: The Embodiment of the Scarlet Letter
Hester is the wearer of the scarlet letter and the novel’s protagonist. Her character development
demonstrates how the meaning of the scarlet letter evolves from a symbol of shame to one of
strength and compassion.

Arthur Dimmesdale: Hidden Sin and Psychological Torment
Dimmesdale, the minister and secret father of Hester’s child, represents the internalization of guilt.
His inability to publicly confess contrasts sharply with Hester’s open acceptance of her punishment,
highlighting different responses to sin and societal judgment.

Roger Chillingworth: Revenge and Corruption
Chillingworth, Hester’s estranged husband, embodies vengeance and the destructive power of
hidden sin. His obsession with uncovering and punishing Dimmesdale’s guilt adds a dark dimension
to the scarlet letter meaning.

Thematic Interpretations of the Scarlet Letter Meaning
The scarlet letter meaning extends beyond individual characters to address broader themes
concerning sin, punishment, morality, and social norms.

Sin and Redemption
One of the central themes is the complex nature of sin and the possibility of redemption. The scarlet
letter marks sin but also becomes a symbol of personal growth and forgiveness.

Public versus Private Morality
The novel contrasts the public condemnation of sin with the private struggles of conscience. The
scarlet letter’s public display versus hidden guilt illustrates tensions between societal laws and
individual morality.

Hypocrisy and Judgment
Hawthorne critiques the hypocrisy of a society quick to judge and punish others while concealing its
own moral failings. The scarlet letter symbolizes this societal duplicity.



Gender and Social Roles
The scarlet letter also sheds light on the roles and expectations of women in a patriarchal society.
Hester’s experience challenges traditional gender norms and highlights issues of female agency and
oppression.

Legacy and Modern Relevance of the Scarlet Letter
The scarlet letter meaning has transcended its original literary context to become a cultural symbol
with ongoing relevance in contemporary discussions about shame, identity, and societal judgment.

Influence on Literature and Popular Culture
The scarlet letter has inspired countless adaptations, references, and reinterpretations in literature,
film, and art, underscoring its enduring symbolic power.

Modern Interpretations of Shame and Identity
Today, the scarlet letter metaphor is often used to discuss social stigma, identity politics, and the
consequences of labeling individuals based on perceived transgressions.

Lessons on Morality and Compassion
The novel’s exploration of judgment and forgiveness continues to resonate, encouraging more
empathetic approaches to human flaws and societal norms.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary meaning of the scarlet letter in Nathaniel
Hawthorne's novel?
The scarlet letter 'A' primarily symbolizes adultery, shame, and social stigma imposed on Hester
Prynne, the novel's protagonist.

How does the meaning of the scarlet letter evolve throughout
the story?
Initially a symbol of shame, the scarlet letter's meaning evolves to represent Hester's strength,
resilience, and ability to overcome societal judgment.



Why did Nathaniel Hawthorne choose the color scarlet for the
letter?
Scarlet, a vivid red, symbolizes passion, sin, and guilt, making it an effective color to represent
Hester's adultery and public humiliation.

Does the scarlet letter have different meanings for different
characters in the novel?
Yes, while society views it as a mark of shame, Hester transforms it into a symbol of identity and
courage, and Dimmesdale perceives it as a reminder of hidden guilt.

How is the scarlet letter related to themes of sin and
redemption?
The scarlet letter embodies the theme of sin, but through Hester's journey, it also becomes a symbol
of redemption and personal growth.

Can the scarlet letter be seen as a critique of Puritan society?
Yes, the scarlet letter symbolizes the harshness and hypocrisy of Puritanical judgment and the
consequences of rigid moral codes.

In what ways does the scarlet letter impact Hester's identity?
The scarlet letter forces Hester to confront her past, shaping her identity as a strong, independent
woman who challenges social norms.

How does the scarlet letter reflect the novel's exploration of
public versus private guilt?
The scarlet letter represents public punishment and shame, contrasting with Dimmesdale's private
guilt and internal struggle, highlighting the tension between outward appearance and inner reality.

Additional Resources
1. The Crucible by Arthur Miller
This play explores themes of sin, guilt, and societal judgment set during the Salem witch trials. Like
The Scarlet Letter, it delves into how communities react to perceived transgressions and the
consequences of mass hysteria. The characters grapple with personal morality versus public
reputation, making it a compelling study of human nature and social pressures.

2. Jane Eyre by Charlotte Brontë
Jane Eyre deals with issues of morality, love, and social class, paralleling The Scarlet Letter’s
exploration of individual identity versus societal expectations. The protagonist endures hardships
and social ostracism but ultimately finds strength in her integrity and self-respect. The novel



highlights the struggle for personal freedom within rigid Victorian norms.

3. Wuthering Heights by Emily Brontë
This novel examines intense emotions, passion, and revenge within a dark, moody setting. Themes of
love and social transgression resonate with The Scarlet Letter’s focus on forbidden relationships and
their consequences. It also touches on how the past and secrets haunt individuals and communities.

4. Little Women by Louisa May Alcott
While more optimistic in tone, Little Women addresses the roles and expectations of women in
society, similar to The Scarlet Letter’s critique of gender norms. The characters confront challenges
related to morality, personal growth, and social judgment, emphasizing the importance of kindness
and resilience.

5. Madame Bovary by Gustave Flaubert
This novel centers on a woman’s dissatisfaction with her provincial life and her pursuit of passion
outside societal norms. Like The Scarlet Letter’s Hester Prynne, Emma Bovary faces social
condemnation and personal tragedy due to her actions. The book critiques romantic idealism and
explores the consequences of defying social conventions.

6. Crime and Punishment by Fyodor Dostoevsky
Focusing on guilt, redemption, and the psychological torment of sin, this novel complements The
Scarlet Letter’s moral and ethical questions. The protagonist’s internal struggle after committing a
crime highlights themes of punishment beyond legal consequences. It offers deep insight into
conscience and societal judgment.

7. The House of the Seven Gables by Nathaniel Hawthorne
Written by the same author as The Scarlet Letter, this novel explores themes of guilt, atonement,
and the influence of the past on the present. It examines family curses and secrets, reflecting the
moral complexity and dark romanticism found in The Scarlet Letter. The story delves into how
individuals confront inherited sin and seek redemption.

8. Beloved by Toni Morrison
Beloved addresses the haunting legacy of slavery and personal trauma, paralleling The Scarlet
Letter’s focus on the consequences of past actions. Themes of guilt, identity, and societal judgment
are central to both works. Morrison’s novel highlights the struggle for self-acceptance and the
impact of history on individual lives.

9. Sense and Sensibility by Jane Austen
This novel contrasts reason and emotion while exploring social conventions and moral choices, akin
to The Scarlet Letter’s examination of societal expectations. The characters navigate love,
reputation, and economic security in a judgmental society. Austen’s work provides insight into
gender roles and the consequences of personal decisions.
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  the scarlet letter meaning: The Scarlet Letter Nathaniel Hawthorne, 2008-08 The Scarlet
Letter: The Manga Edition will be a hit with both manga readers and in the classroom. A four-page
essay at the beginning ties the novel and manga together; the rest of the book is taken up with the
manga novel itself. So, there should be strong carryover between those people who are manga
readers and those teachers/students who want a new and unique way to read the plays. Our The
Scarlet Letter manga is true to the original context of the play--we don't take Hester and Pearl and
set them in a setting/time that's not relevant to Hawthorne's original and intended time/setting. You
could say that ours is true to the novel.
  the scarlet letter meaning: The Scarlet Letter Nathaniel Hawthorne, 1998 When an elderly
English scholar discovers his young wife in the pillory, cradling an illegitimate child and wearing a
scarlet A for Adulteress, he disguises himself as a doctor and begins a cruel and destructive search
for the father of the child. Set in mid-seventeenth-century Boston, thispowerful tale of passion,
puritanism, and revenge is one of the foremost classics of American literature. Covering the most
recent developments in Hawthorne scholarship, this up-to-date edition contains full and detailed
notes.
  the scarlet letter meaning: Bloom's How to Write about Nathaniel Hawthorne Laurie A.
Sterling, 2009 Nathaniel Hawthorne's fiction has left a lasting impression on writers, scholars, and
readers around the world.
  the scarlet letter meaning: Decoding Nathaniel Hawthorne's "Scarlet Letter" Niklas Bastian,
2016-08-29 Seminar paper from the year 2009 in the subject American Studies - Literature, grade:
2,0, University of Frankfurt (Main) (Amerikanistik), course: Life and Letters in the 19th Century,
language: English, abstract: The Scarlet Letter by Nathanial Hawthorne was his first novel published
under his own name. Also it is considered to be his best and/or most famous piece of work. It was
written in the 19th century and until today still knows how to capture the readers attention. But why
does this book still appeal to many readers and is now being published in its 66th edition, although
one might think that it's topics might be a little outdated by now and modern readers would lack the
possibility to relate? To answer this question we will have to take a closer look Hawthorne, his book
and the themes therein. One might say that the letter did not have the effect on her as it was
intended and as the novel progresses the letter 'A' seems of alter his meaning to certain people
Hester interacts with. That is why I want to have a closer look at this famous scarlet letter, his
different and how this is able to change throughout the novel. Especially the context of a puritan
society has to be taken into account, or as Richard H. Millington noted: Culture is a structure of
meaning that is not 'natural' or automatic but locally variable, historically changing and thus both
inescapable and humanly revisable - as the changing meaning of Hester's letter within the Puritan
community makes clear. It might be that people living in our world today could not be able to relate
to the problematic for Hester Prynne. Day in, day out there are people committing adultery and give
birth to illegitimate children. But there is no real consequences for the adulterer or women living
alone with child. We have to consider the context of the story to be able to understand the conflicts
and sheer catastrophic events which build the start for Hawthorne's novel. Hester Prynne's story is a
story of
  the scarlet letter meaning: The End of Meaning Matthew Gumpert, 2012-04-25 The specter
of the apocalypse has always been a semiotic fantasy: only at the end of all things will their true
meaning be revealed. Our long romance with catastrophe is inseparable from the Western
hermeneutical tradition: our search for an elusive truth, one that can only be uncovered through the
interminable work of interpretation. Catastrophe terrifies and tantalizes to the extent it promises an
end to this task. 9/11 is this book’s beginning, but not its end. Here, it seemed, was the apocalypse
America had long been waiting for; until it became just another event. And, indeed, the real lesson of
9/11 may be that catastrophe is the purest form of the event. From the poetry of classical Greece to
the popular culture of contemporary America, The End of Meaning seeks to demonstrate that
catastrophe, precisely as the notion of the sui generis, has always been generic. This is not a book on



the great catastrophes of the West; it offers no canon of catastrophe, no history of the catastrophic.
The End of Meaning asks, instead, what if meaning itself is a catastrophe?
  the scarlet letter meaning: The Ambiguity of the Letter 'A' in Nathaniel Hawthorne's "Scarlet
Letter" Kathrin Gerbe, 2007-09 Seminar paper from the year 2005 in the subject American Studies -
Literature, grade: 1,3, University of Siegen, course: More Than a Renaissance: Romantic Writers in
America, 10 entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: The Scarlet Letter is Nathaniel
Hawthorne's first novel and was published in 1850. Its subtitle A Romance consciously places the
novel apart from everyday life. Set in 17th century Boston it tells a story about sin, guilt and love. As
the moral values back then still were in force among Hawthorne's contemporaries, he uses the
imaginative and symbolic form of the romance to alleviate the impression of the unusual themes in
his novel. This essay discusses the ambiguity of the letter A that the protagonist Hester Prynne has
to wear as a punishment for adultery. The letter assumes a different and ever-changing meaning for
the characters of the novel, from accusation and sin to a new beginning and freedom.
  the scarlet letter meaning: The Cambridge Introduction to Nathaniel Hawthorne Leland
S. Person, 2007-04-05 As the author of The Scarlet Letter, Nathaniel Hawthorne has been
established as a major writer of the nineteenth century and the most prominent chronicler of New
England and its colonial history. This introductory book for students coming to Hawthorne for the
first time outlines his life and writings in a clear and accessible style. Leland S. Person also explains
some of the significant cultural and social movements that influenced Hawthorne's most important
writings: Puritanism, Transcendentalism and Feminism. The major works, including The Scarlet
Letter, The House of the Seven Gables and The Blithedale Romance, as well as Hawthorne's
important short stories and non-fiction, are analysed in detail. The book also includes a brief history
and survey of Hawthorne scholarship, with special emphasis on recent studies. Students of
nineteenth-century American literature will find this a rewarding and engaging introduction to this
remarkable writer.
  the scarlet letter meaning: Pragmatism and Literary Studies Winfried Fluck, 1999
  the scarlet letter meaning: Nathaniel Hawthorne, The Scarlet Letter Elmer Kennedy-Andrews,
2000 Introduces and sets in context the enormous range of critical arguments that have been
generated by this enduring work. From the comments and reviews of Hawthorne's contemporaries
through discussions of the novel by fellow artists such as Henry James and D.H. Lawrence, to radical
re-readings of the postwar decades, the reader is given an invaluable guide to the critical progress
of this key American text.
  the scarlet letter meaning: A Theory of Narrative Rick Altman, 2008 Narrative is a powerful
element of human culture, storing and sharing the cherished parts of our personal memories and
giving structure to our laws, entertainment, and history. This text presents a wide-ranging and
wholly original approach to understanding the nature of narrative.
  the scarlet letter meaning: Nathaniel Hawthorne's The Scarlet Letter Harold Bloom, 2007
A collection of essays analyzing Hawthorne's story, The scarlet letter, including a chronology of
Hawthorne's works and life.
  the scarlet letter meaning: Nathaniel Hawthorne Charles Swann, 1991-06-28 This is the
first analysis of the fiction of Nathaniel Hawthorne and his perception of history. In his study,
Charles Swann examines the whole of Hawthorne's literary career and gives proper weight to the
unfinished work. Hawthorne saw history as a struggle between the authoritative claims of tradition
on the one hand and the conflicting but equally valid claims of the desires for revolutionary
transformation on the other. To evaluate Hawthorne's view of history, Swann provides close
readings of such key shorter works as Alice Doane's Appeal and Main Street, as well as the most
detailed analysis to date of the unfinished works The American Claimant Mss and The Elixir of Life
Mss (two works which exemplify the temptations of tradition and the exhilaration of the
revolutionary moment). This study asks us to explore how Hawthorne presents and interprets history
through his fiction: for example, the history of crucial sins of the past (and the contemporary placing
of such sins) in Alice Doane's Appeal, the problematic nature of the American Revolution in The



Elixir of Life Mss, and the role of society in The Scarlet Letter. Swann's innovative study will be of
interest to students and scholars of American literature, history, cultural studies, and literary
criticism.
  the scarlet letter meaning: Identifying Marks Jennifer Putzi, 2012-06-01 What we know of the
marked body in nineteenth-century American literature and culture often begins with The Scarlet
Letter's Hester Prynne and ends with Moby Dick's Queequeg. This study looks at the presence of
marked men and women in a more challenging array of canonical and lesser-known works, including
exploration narratives, romances, and frontier novels. Jennifer Putzi shows how tattoos, scars, and
brands can function both as stigma and as emblem of healing and survival, thus blurring the
borderline between the biological and social, the corporeal and spiritual. Examining such texts as
Typee, Uncle Tom's Cabin, Captivity of the Oatman Girls, The Morgesons, Iola Leroy, and
Contending Forces, Putzi relates the representation of the marked body to significant events, beliefs,
or cultural shifts, including tattooing and captivity, romantic love, the patriarchal family, and
abolition and slavery. Her particular focus is on both men and women of color, as well as white
women-in other words, bodies that did not signify personhood in the nineteenth century and thus by
their very nature were grotesque. Complicating the discourse on agency, power, and identity, these
texts reveal a surprisingly complex array of representations of and responses to the marked
body--some that are a product of essentialist thinking about race and gender identities and some
that complicate, critique, or even rebel against conventional thought.
  the scarlet letter meaning: Correspondence and American Literature, 1770–1865
Elizabeth Hewitt, 2004-11-25 Elizabeth Hewitt uncovers the centrality of letter-writing to
antebellum American literature. She argues that many canonical American authors turned to the
epistolary form as an idealised genre through which to consider the challenges of American
democracy before the Civil War. The letter was the vital technology of social intercourse in the
nineteenth century and was adopted as an exemplary genre in which authors from Crevecoeur and
Adams through Jefferson, to Emerson, Melville, Dickinson and Whitman, could theorise the social
and political themes that were so crucial to their respective literary projects. They interrogated the
political possibilities of social intercourse through the practice and analysis of correspondence.
Hewitt argues that although correspondence is generally only conceived as a biographical archive, it
must instead be understood as a significant genre through which these early authors made sense of
social and political relations in the nation.
  the scarlet letter meaning: Race, Slavery, and Liberalism in Nineteenth-Century
American Literature Arthur Riss, 2006-08-17 Moving boldly between literary analysis and political
theory, contemporary and antebellum US culture, Arthur Riss invites readers to rethink prevailing
accounts of the relationship between slavery, liberalism, and literary representation. Situating
Nathaniel Hawthorne, Harriet Beecher Stowe, and Frederick Douglass at the center of antebellum
debates over the person-hood of the slave, this 2006 book examines how a nation dedicated to the
proposition that 'all men are created equal' formulates arguments both for and against race-based
slavery. This revisionary argument promises to be unsettling for literary critics, political
philosophers, historians of US slavery, as well as those interested in the link between literature and
human rights.
  the scarlet letter meaning: Prophetic Woman Amy Schrager Lang, 2023-11-15 This title is
part of UC Press's Voices Revived program, which commemorates University of California Press’s
mission to seek out and cultivate the brightest minds and give them voice, reach, and impact.
Drawing on a backlist dating to 1893, Voices Revived makes high-quality, peer-reviewed scholarship
accessible once again using print-on-demand technology. This title was originally published in 1987.
  the scarlet letter meaning: The Scarlet Letter Nathaniel Hawthorne, 2017-09-02 Set in the
harsh Puritan community of seventeenth-century Boston, this tale of an adulterous entanglement
that results in an illegitimate birth reveals Nathaniel Hawthorne's concerns with the tension
between the public and the private selves. Publicly disgraced and ostracized, Hester Prynne draws
on her inner strength and certainty of spirit to emerge as the first true heroine of American fiction.



Arthur Dimmesdale, trapped by the rules of society, stands as a classic study of a self divided. About
Nathaniel Hawthorne : Nathaniel Hawthorne was a 19th century American novelist and short story
writer. He is seen as a key figure in the development of American literature for his tales of the
nation's colonial history. Behold, verily, there is the women of the Scarlet Letter; and, of a truth,
moreover, there is the likeness of the scarlet letter book running alongside her Let's talk a little bit
about self-fulfilling prophecy. If an entire community, and religious sect, brand a girl's mother as a
sinner, whether justly or unjustly, then surely the girl will take some of this to heart? If the only
world she has ever known is one when he only parent is considered ungodly, blasphemous and full of
sin, then surely she will begin to reflect some of these ideals? When the Puritans branded Hester
with the Scarlet Letter, they also branded her daughter (metaphorically speaking, of course.)
Actually, I've read this book twice, the first time when I was in high school. Reading it again after
some thirty years, I was amazed at the amount of meaning I'd missed the first time! Most modern
readers don't realize (and certainly aren't taught in school) that Hawthorne --as his fiction, essays
and journals make clear-- was a strong Christian, though he steadfastly refused to join a
denomination; and here his central subject is the central subject of the Christian gospel: sin's guilt
and forgiveness. (Unlike many moderns, Hawthorne doesn't regard Hester's adultery as perfectly
okay and excusable --though he also doesn't regard it as an unforgivable sin.) But his faith was of a
firmly Arminian sort; and as he makes abundantly clear, it's very hard for sinners mired in the
opposite, Calvinist tradition to lay hold of repentance and redemption when their religious beliefs
tell them they may not be among the pre-chosen elect. (It's no accident that his setting is
17th-century New England --the heartland of an unadulterated, unquestioned Calvinism whose hold
on people's minds was far more iron-clad than it had become in his day.) If you aren't put off by
19th-century diction, this book is a wonderful read, with its marvelous symbolism and masterful
evocation of the atmosphere of the setting (the occasional hints of the possibly supernatural add
flavor to the whole like salt in a stew). Highly recommended!
  the scarlet letter meaning: Allegory in America D. Madsen, 1995-12-18 Allegory in America
surveys the history of American allegorical writing from the Puritans through the period of American
romanticism to postmodernism. In a series of theoretical chapters the cultural function of allegory is
discussed in relation to the mythology of American exceptionalism. Each theoretical chapter is
followed by a chapter that analyzes a specific text or group of texts. Allegorical indeterminacy is
seen to produce a literary tradition that both represents and subverts the ideals of American
orthodoxy.
  the scarlet letter meaning: The Culture of Interpretation Roger Lundin, 1993 This book
offers a broad-ranging account of contemporary American culture, the complex network of symbols,
practices, and beliefs at the heart of our society. Lundin explores the historical background of some
of our postmodern culture's central beliefs and considers their crucial ethical and theological
implications.
  the scarlet letter meaning: Practicing Romance Richard H. Millington, 2014-07-14 Practicing
Romance sets out to re-tell the story of Hawthorne's career, arguing that he is best understood as a
cultural analyst of extraordinary acuity, ambitious to reshape--in a sense to cure--the community he
addresses. Through readings attentive to narrative strategy and alert to the emerging middle-class
culture that was his audience, the book defines and describes Hawthornian Romance in a new way:
not, in customary fashion, as the definitive instance of a peculiarly American genre, but as a
narrative practice designed to expose and restage the covert drama that affiliates us to our
community. Hawthorne's fiction thus recovers for its readers, through the interpretive independence
it teaches, a freer, more lucid, more critical relation to the community we inhabit, and the cultural
engagement romance enacts in turn rescues Hawthorne from the confining marginality that the
writer's career had threatened to confer. From the book's distinctive account of his narrative tactics,
especially his deployment of the voices and attitudes--authoritarian or democratic, entrapping or
freeing--that give shape to his ideological terrain, Hawthorne emerges as a daring reinventor of the
novel's cultural role. Originally published in 1992. The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest



print-on-demand technology to again make available previously out-of-print books from the
distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These editions preserve the original texts of
these important books while presenting them in durable paperback and hardcover editions. The goal
of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage found in
the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.
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