
the most dangerous game author

the most dangerous game author is a key figure in American literature known
for crafting one of the most thrilling short stories of the 20th century.
This author, Richard Connell, created a narrative that has captivated readers
with its suspense, moral questions, and vivid storytelling. The story, titled
"The Most Dangerous Game," explores themes of survival, human nature, and the
ethics of hunting. Understanding the background of the most dangerous game
author provides valuable insight into the story’s enduring popularity and
literary significance. This article delves into Richard Connell’s biography,
literary style, and the impact of his work on popular culture. It also
examines the themes and legacy of "The Most Dangerous Game," highlighting why
Connell remains a prominent figure in literature. Readers will gain a
comprehensive understanding of the most dangerous game author and the reasons
behind his story’s lasting appeal.
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Biography of the Most Dangerous Game Author
The most dangerous game author, Richard Connell, was born on October 17,
1893, in Poughkeepsie, New York. He developed a passion for writing early in
life, contributing to his high school newspaper and later attending Harvard
University. Connell’s career spanned journalism, screenwriting, and fiction,
making him a versatile and prolific writer. He wrote numerous short stories
and screenplays, but "The Most Dangerous Game" remains his most famous work.
Connell’s experiences as a war correspondent during World War I influenced
his understanding of human nature and conflict, which is evident in his
storytelling. His ability to create suspenseful narratives with moral
complexity earned him critical acclaim. Connell passed away in 1949, but his
work continues to be studied and appreciated worldwide.

Early Life and Education
Richard Connell was raised in a literary environment; his father was a
newspaper editor, which exposed him to the world of journalism from a young



age. He attended Harvard University, where he honed his writing skills and
began contributing to college publications. This formative period shaped his
narrative techniques and storytelling approach. Connell’s early exposure to
the written word laid the foundation for his future success as an author.

Career Highlights
Connell’s career was marked by versatility, including work as a journalist,
short story writer, and screenwriter. He wrote for several prominent
magazines and newspapers, gaining recognition for his engaging and concise
stories. His screenplay work included collaborations with major Hollywood
studios, further showcasing his storytelling prowess. Despite his success in
multiple areas, "The Most Dangerous Game" stands out as his signature piece,
highlighting his skill in creating tension and exploring complex themes.

Literary Style and Influences
The most dangerous game author’s literary style is characterized by fast-
paced narratives, vivid descriptions, and an emphasis on suspense and
psychological conflict. Richard Connell was influenced by the adventure and
thriller genres popular in the early 20th century, as well as by the social
and political context of his time. His writing often explores themes of
survival, morality, and the darker aspects of human nature. Connell’s ability
to create atmosphere and maintain tension throughout his stories makes his
work compelling and memorable.

Writing Techniques
Connell employed several techniques to engage readers, including:

Detailed setting descriptions that immerse the reader in the story’s
environment

Cliffhangers and plot twists to sustain suspense

Dialogue that reveals character motivations and psychological depth

Use of first-person and third-person narrative perspectives to create
intimacy or objectivity

Influences and Inspirations
Connell drew inspiration from classical literature, adventure tales, and his
own experiences during wartime reporting. The moral dilemmas faced by



characters in his stories often reflect broader questions about humanity and
ethics. Additionally, the rise of pulp fiction magazines in the early 1900s
provided a platform for Connell to experiment with genre conventions and
reach a wide audience.

Overview of "The Most Dangerous Game" Story
"The Most Dangerous Game" is a short story first published in 1924. It tells
the tale of Sanger Rainsford, a skilled hunter who becomes stranded on an
isolated island owned by General Zaroff, a man who hunts humans for sport.
The story explores the hunter becoming the hunted, as Rainsford must use his
wits and survival skills to escape Zaroff’s deadly game. The narrative is
renowned for its intense suspense, vivid imagery, and exploration of ethical
questions surrounding hunting and violence.

Plot Summary
The story begins with Rainsford discussing hunting with his companion aboard
a yacht. After falling overboard, he swims to Ship-Trap Island, where he
encounters General Zaroff. Zaroff reveals his passion for hunting the “most
dangerous game” — humans. Rainsford is forced to participate in the hunt,
leading to a deadly game of cat and mouse. Ultimately, Rainsford confronts
Zaroff, resulting in a dramatic climax that questions the nature of
civilization and savagery.

Main Characters

Sanger Rainsford: A seasoned hunter and the story’s protagonist.

General Zaroff: The antagonist, a wealthy and cultured man who hunts
humans.

Ivan: Zaroff’s mute assistant, who aids in the hunt.

Themes and Symbolism in the Story
The most dangerous game author weaves several important themes and symbols
into the narrative of "The Most Dangerous Game." These elements contribute to
the story’s depth and provoke reflection on human nature and ethics.



Survival and the Instinct to Live
Survival is the central theme, illustrated by Rainsford’s struggle against
Zaroff. The story examines the primal instincts that emerge when a person’s
life is at stake, highlighting the thin line between hunter and prey.

Morality and the Ethics of Hunting
Connell challenges the traditional views on hunting by portraying Zaroff’s
practice as immoral and barbaric. The story raises questions about what
constitutes acceptable behavior and the value of human life compared to
animal life.

Civilization versus Savagery
The contrast between Zaroff’s refined manners and his brutal pastime
symbolizes the duality of civilization and savagery within humans. The story
suggests that beneath the veneer of civilization lies a capacity for violence
and cruelty.

Symbolic Elements

Ship-Trap Island: Represents isolation and danger, a place where normal
rules do not apply.

The Hunting Game: Symbolizes power dynamics and the struggle for
dominance.

The Jungle: A metaphor for the chaotic and unpredictable nature of life.

Impact and Legacy of the Most Dangerous Game
Author
The most dangerous game author, Richard Connell, has left a lasting impact on
literature and popular culture through his iconic story. "The Most Dangerous
Game" has influenced numerous adaptations, including films, television shows,
and other literary works. Its themes continue to resonate, making it a staple
in educational curricula and discussions about morality and human psychology.
Connell’s contribution to the thriller and adventure genres helped pave the
way for future writers to explore complex ethical questions within gripping
narratives.



Cultural Influence
The story’s premise of hunting humans for sport has been adapted and
reimagined in various media, reflecting its powerful and provocative nature.
It has inspired countless thrillers and survival stories that emphasize
suspense and moral ambiguity. Connell’s work remains a benchmark for short
story writing in suspense and adventure genres.

Educational Significance
"The Most Dangerous Game" is frequently taught in schools for its rich
thematic content and engaging plot. It offers opportunities for analysis of
literary devices, ethical debate, and psychological study. The story’s
accessibility and depth make it valuable for readers of all ages seeking to
understand human nature and storytelling craft.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is the author of 'The Most Dangerous Game'?
The author of 'The Most Dangerous Game' is Richard Connell.

When was 'The Most Dangerous Game' written?
'The Most Dangerous Game' was written in 1924.

What inspired Richard Connell to write 'The Most
Dangerous Game'?
Richard Connell was inspired by his experiences hunting and by the idea of
the hunter becoming the hunted, exploring themes of survival and moral
questions about hunting humans.

Is 'The Most Dangerous Game' based on a true story?
No, 'The Most Dangerous Game' is a fictional short story and is not based on
a true story.

What genre does 'The Most Dangerous Game' belong to?
'The Most Dangerous Game' is a suspenseful adventure and thriller story,
often classified under the genre of horror or suspense fiction.



Has Richard Connell written other notable works
besides 'The Most Dangerous Game'?
Yes, Richard Connell wrote several other short stories and screenplays, but
'The Most Dangerous Game' remains his most famous and enduring work.

Additional Resources
1. The Most Dangerous Game by Richard Connell
This classic short story follows a big-game hunter named Rainsford who
becomes stranded on an isolated island owned by the enigmatic General Zaroff.
Zaroff hunts humans for sport, and Rainsford must use his wits and survival
skills to outsmart the deadly game. The story explores themes of civilization
versus savagery and the hunter becoming the hunted.

2. Hunting the Hunter by John W. Campbell
Inspired by Connell’s tale, this novel expands on the concept of man hunting
man, focusing on a modern-day protagonist who uncovers a secret society that
stages lethal hunts for entertainment. The story delves into ethical dilemmas
and the primal instincts that surface when humans are pushed to their limits.

3. The Hunt by Andrew Fukuda
In a dystopian future where humans are endangered species, the protagonist
must evade genetically engineered predators designed to hunt humans. This
thrilling story examines survival, identity, and the blurred line between
predator and prey.

4. Survival Instinct by Lisa Jackson
A suspenseful thriller where a woman is kidnapped and forced to participate
in a deadly game orchestrated by a twisted mastermind. She must rely on her
instincts and courage to survive the hunt and escape the captor’s clutches.

5. Manhunter: The Ultimate Prey by Daniel Silva
This espionage novel features a former operative who is drawn into a
clandestine hunt where the stakes are life and death. Silva’s intricate plot
weaves psychological tension with action-packed sequences, exploring the dark
side of human nature.

6. Prey by Michael Crichton
A techno-thriller that involves a swarm of self-replicating nanobots that
begin hunting humans. While not a direct parallel, the novel shares themes of
survival, intelligence, and the dangers of playing god.

7. The Game of Death by John Gilstrap
A suspense novel about a deadly game designed by a psychopath who targets
innocent people for his own amusement. The protagonist must unravel the
mastermind’s plans while navigating life-threatening challenges.

8. Blood Sport by Robert R. McCammon



This horror novel centers on a brutal competition where participants are
hunted in a remote wilderness. The story explores the primal urge to survive
and the darkness lurking within human nature.

9. The Huntress by Kate Quinn
Set during World War II, this historical thriller follows a female sniper
known as the Huntress, who is both hunter and hunted. The narrative combines
suspense, history, and complex characters in a gripping tale of survival and
retribution.
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  the most dangerous game author: The Most Dangerous Game Richard Connell, 2014-03-26 A
big-game hunter from New York is shipwrecked on an isolated island in the Caribbean, and is hunted
by a Russian aristocrat. The story is an inversion of the big-game hunting safaris in Africa and South
America that were fashionable among wealthy Americans in the 1920s.
  the most dangerous game author: The Most Dangerous Game Richard Connell, 2015-06-29
Short and sweet, Richard Connell's masterpiece reads as well as it did when it was written 86 years
ago. A model in lean prose that sticks to the story without unnecessary embellishment, The Most
Dangerous Game manages to expose weighty issues of war, ecology, and especially human nature
that remain relevant today. Yet there is no preaching here - simply a well-told tale that will be
enjoyed by grade school students as easily as adults. And if the brevity leaves you wanting, this little
gem set the foundation for decades of authors and screenwriters who've picked up on the basic
man-hunter theme. At half the price of a movie, The Most Dangerous Game is worth a detour back to
one of the key building blocks of modern pop fiction.Winner of the 1924 O. Henry Memorial Prize for
Best Short Story (the Pulitzer Prize for stories) The Most Dangerous Game, also known as The
Hounds of Zaroff, is quite a thrilling and twisting read, a work consisting of approximately 34 pages,
give or take, depending on the edition you choose from.In the dead of night, two men, Whitney and
Sanger Rainsford (no relation), who are both avid hunters, are on a yacht. Sanger is a noted author
on hunting and somewhat of a playboy. The two are looking at what appears to be an isolated island
ominously nicknamed Ship-Trap Island. While looking out, they discuss the game of hunting and
briefly the ethics of it, analyzing the concept of fear and death that animals must surely sense when
they are caught in the range of the hunter's guns. While Whitney is more sympathetic and
open-minded of what the animals must sense, Sanger is indifferent, saying only, ...Who cares what a
jaguar feels. Bah! They've no understanding. It is a belief he'll come to regret; they also talk about
the territory's supposed evil reputation by way of sailor lore. With the discussion coming to a close,
Whitney turns in, thus leaving Rainsford alone on the deck. Mulling over things, Rainsford hears
shots coming from the island, and while straining to see better, he loses his balance and falls
overboard. Via the current and his own swimming ability, he lands on Ship-Trap Island without
anyone on the boat noticing his disappearance.On the island, he encounters the suave yet diabolical
General Zaroff, a man whose passion for hunting surpasses that of his own. However, Zaroff does
not hunt animals of the four legged variety. Staying in his opulent and well furnished island manor,
Rainsford becomes well rested and unknowingly fattened up, all prep work done by Zaroff who
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wants his preys to be well nourished and fully energized for the chase; as Zaroff explains his joy at
hunting humans to Rainsford, he becomes deathly ill at the inhumanity of it all. Zaroff simply
delights in pursuing people who will use their ingenuity, wits and determination to survive.
Throw-away people, as he sees it, will not be missed, for they were created for the pleasure of the
strong. He looks at people the way hunters look at animals. It is just that black and white with
nothing in between. Being a hazy witness to one of these hunts, Rainsford immediately wants off the
island, but it's just not that easy, for he has to partake of the horror like all the others if he wants his
freedom. And chances are, with Zaroff's acute hunting ability, he will not leave, for Zaroff's hunting
record is 100% perfect, no losses whatsoever. Can Rainsfords survive the three days of open hunting
with a maniac who knows all and assumedly sees all? That's the thing.The Most Dangerous Game
was a thought-provoking read, because it can be applied to all aspects of hunting and trying to
quench the endless thirst of that which we most want, be it power, materialism, sex, vanity, money, a
laundry list attached to the human psyche that can be endlessly yearning and strategizing but never
fulfilled.
  the most dangerous game author: The Most Dangerous Game Richard Connell, 2011-07-13
The Most Dangerous Game is the popular short story originally published in 1924 which was written
by Richard Connell. This is the story of a big game hunter who is trapped on an island with a fellow
hunter, who is uninterested in hunting stereotypical prey, and instead decides that the only prey
worthy of his skills is other humans. This title is often required reading in middle schools, and has
been since adapted into movies and extended versions. This title is the original version by the
author, and is considered one of the greatest short stories ever written.
  the most dangerous game author: The Most Dangerous Game And Other Writings
Richard Connell, 2022-11-11 This collection of stories is made up of Twelve original and imaginative
tales by Richard Connell including his masterpiece, The Most Dangerous Game as well as The Sin Of
Monsieur Pettipon, Where Is The Tropic Of Capricorn , Gretna Greenhorns, Honor Among
Sportsmen, Mr. Braddy's Bottle, Mr. Pottle And Culture, Mr. Pottle And Pageantry, Mr. Pottle And
The One Man Dog, Mr. Pottle And The South-Sea Cannibals, Terrible Epps & The $25,000 Jaw.
  the most dangerous game author: The Most Dangerous Game (a Classic Illustrated Novel of
Richard Connell) Richard Connell, 2022-01-07 A mysterious island, shrouded in fear, evil, and
darkness. Here the amoral General Zaroff hunts. And what, you ask, is the most dangerous game? It
is the manner and substance of his nightly killings. Richard Edward Connell Jr. (1893 - 1949) was an
American author and journalist, probably best remembered for his short story The Most Dangerous
Game. Connell was one of the most popular American short story writers of his time. He had equal
success as a journalist and screenwriter and was nominated for an Academy Award in 1942 for best
original story. Widely anthologized and the author's bestknown work. The Most Dangerous Game
features as its main character a big-game hunter from New York, who becomes shipwrecked on an
isolated island in the Caribbean, and is hunted by a Russian aristocrat. The story is an inversion of
the big-game hunting safaris in Africa and South America that were fashionable among wealthy
Americans in the 1920s.
  the most dangerous game author: The Most Dangerous Game by Richard Connell
(Annotated) Richard Connell, 2021-07-17 Richard Edward Connell Jr. (1893 - 1949) was an American
author and journalist, probably best remembered for his short story The Most Dangerous Game.
Connell was one of the most popular American short story writers of his time. He had equal success
as a journalist and screenwriter and was nominated for an Academy Award in 1942 for best original
story. Widely anthologized and the author's best known work. The Most Dangerous Game features as
its main character a big-game hunter from New York, who becomes shipwrecked on an isolated
island in the Caribbean, and is hunted by a Russian aristocrat.
  the most dangerous game author: The Most Dangerous Game by Richard Connell Annotated
Edition Richard Connell, 2021-05-23 Richard Edward Connell Jr. (1893 - 1949) was an American
author and journalist, probably best remembered for his short story The Most Dangerous Game.
Connell was one of the most popular American short story writers of his time. He had equal success



as a journalist and screenwriter and was nominated for an Academy Award in 1942 for best original
story. Widely anthologized and the author's bestknown work. The Most Dangerous Game features as
its main character a big-game hunter from New York, who becomes shipwrecked on an isolated
island in the Caribbean, and is hunted by a Russian aristocrat.
  the most dangerous game author: The Most Dangerous Game (a Classic Illustrated Novel of
Richard Connell(illustrated Edition) Richard Connell, 2021-11-10 A mysterious island, shrouded in
fear, evil, and darkness. Here the amoral General Zaroff hunts. And what, you ask, is the most
dangerous game? It is the manner and substance of his nightly killings. Richard Edward Connell Jr.
(1893 - 1949) was an American author and journalist, probably best remembered for his short story
The Most Dangerous Game. Connell was one of the most popular American short story writers of his
time. He had equal success as a journalist and screenwriter and was nominated for an Academy
Award in 1942 for best original story. Widely anthologized and the author's bestknown work. The
Most Dangerous Game features as its main character a big-game hunter from New York, who
becomes shipwrecked on an isolated island in the Caribbean, and is hunted by a Russian aristocrat.
The story is an inversion of the big-game hunting safaris in Africa and South America that were
fashionable among wealthy Americans in the 1920s.
  the most dangerous game author: The Most Dangerous Game Richard Connell, 2020-01-23
The Most Dangerous Game features as its main character a big-game hunter from New York, who
becomes shipwrecked on an isolated island in the Caribbean, and is hunted by a Russian
aristocrat.The story is an inversion of the big-game hunting safaris in Africa and South America that
were fashionable among wealthy Americans in the 1920s
  the most dangerous game author: Apes and Angels Richard Connell, 2022-08-01 Richard
Connell's 'Apes and Angels' is an enduring classic that weaves an intricate web of themes and
character studies, poised against a backdrop of broader human conditions and psychological
explorations. It stands as a hallmark of early 20th-century literature, reflecting the tumultuous social
and philosophical landscape of its time. The prose is marked by its eloquence and keen insight into
the human psyche, a testament to Connell's narrative mastery and his command of the literary
milieu of his era. As a product of DigiCat Publishing's commitment to preserving literary treasures,
'Apes and Angels' has been meticulously revived, offering both a testament to the past and insight
for contemporary readers. Richard Connell, celebrated for his famed short story 'The Most
Dangerous Game', was a writer whose works frequently grappled with elemental themes of
civilization, savagery, and the human condition. 'Apes and Angels' can thus be seen as an extension
of these obsessions, a canvas where Connell's rich understanding of human nature—and what drives
individuals to extremes—is vividly portrayed. His personal journey and his reputation as a writer of
both depth and imagination underpin every page of this narrative, inviting readers to ponder the
dualities within themselves and the world around them. This edition of 'Apes and Angels', brought
forth by DigiCat Publishing, is recommended for those who yearn to immerse themselves in classic
literature that resonates with modern relevance. It appeals not only to enthusiasts of Connell's body
of work but also to any literary connoisseur seeking a connection to the enduring questions and the
artful expression of humanity's broad spectrum. Readers are cordially invited to engage with this
work and honor the legacy of a literary craftsman who understood the intricate dance between the
base and the divine within the human spirit.
  the most dangerous game author: The Most Dangerous Game and Other Stories of Adventure
Connell, Jack London, O. Henry, Clark Ashton Smith, John Kruse, Rudyard Kipling, 2021-07-14
Readers seeking exotic locales and nonstop pulse-pounding thrills will love this collection of six
classic adventure stories, including The Most Dangerous Game by Richard Connell, To Build a Fire
by Jack London, The Caballero's Way by O. Henry, and more.
  the most dangerous game author: The Most Dangerous Game Richard Connell, 2019-08-17
The Most Dangerous Game features as its main character a big-game hunter from New York, who
becomes shipwrecked on an isolated island in the Caribbean, and is hunted by a Russian
aristocrat.The story is an inversion of the big-game hunting safaris in Africa and South America that



were fashionable among wealthy Americans in the 1920s
  the most dangerous game author: The Most Dangerous Game Connell Richard, 2017-12-18
Richard Edward Connell, Jr. (October 28, 1893 - November 23, 1949) was an American author and
journalist, best known for his short story The Most Dangerous Game. Connell was one of the
best-known American short story writers of his time and his stories appeared in the Saturday
Evening Post and Collier's Weekly. Connell had equal success as a journalist and screenwriter. He
was nominated for an Academy Award for best original story for 1941's Meet John Doe. He died of a
heart attack in Beverly Hills, California on November 22, 1949 at the age of fifty-six.
  the most dangerous game author: The Most Dangerous Game Annotated Richard Connell,
2020-04-23 Richard Edward Connell, Jr. (October 28, 1893 - November 23, 1949) was an American
author and journalist, best known for his short story The Most Dangerous Game. Connell was one of
the best-known American short story writers of his time and his stories appeared in the Saturday
Evening Post and Collier's Weekly. Connell had equal success as a journalist and screenwriter. He
was nominated for an Academy Award for best original story for 1941's Meet John Doe. He died of a
heart attack in Beverly Hills, California on November 22, 1949 at the age of fifty-six.
  the most dangerous game author: The Most Dangerous Game (Annotated and
Illustrated) Richard Connell, 2020-02-18 Richard Edward Connell, Jr. (October 28, 1893 -
November 23, 1949) was an American author and journalist, best known for his short story The Most
Dangerous Game. Connell was one of the best-known American short story writers of his time and
his stories appeared in the Saturday Evening Post and Collier's Weekly. Connell had equal success
as a journalist and screenwriter. He was nominated for an Academy Award for best original story for
1941's Meet John Doe. He died of a heart attack in Beverly Hills, California on November 22, 1949 at
the age of fifty-six.
  the most dangerous game author: The Most Dangerous Game Richard Connell, 2020-07-20
The Most Dangerous Game features as its main character a big-game hunter from New York, who
becomes shipwrecked on an isolated island in the Caribbean, and is hunted by a Russian aristocrat.
The story is an inversion of the big-game hunting safaris in Africa and South America that were
fashionable among wealthy Americans in the 1920s.
  the most dangerous game author: The Most Dangerous Game Illustrated Richard Connell,
2020-07-23 Richard Edward Connell, Jr. (October 28, 1893 - November 23, 1949) was an American
author and journalist, best known for his short story The Most Dangerous Game. Connell was one of
the best-known American short story writers of his time and his stories appeared in the Saturday
Evening Post and Collier's Weekly. Connell had equal success as a journalist and screenwriter. He
was nominated for an Academy Award for best original story for 1941's Meet John Doe. He died of a
heart attack in Beverly Hills, California on November 22, 1949 at the age of fifty-six.
  the most dangerous game author: The Most Dangerous Game - Richard Connell Richard
Connell, 2021-06-03 Widely anthologized and the author's bestknown work, The Most Dangerous
Game features as its main character a big-game hunter from New York, who falls off a yacht and
swims to an isolated island in the Caribbean, and is hunted by a Russian aristocrat. The story is an
inversion of the big-game hunting safaris in Africa and South America that were fashionable among
wealthy Americans in the 1920s.Connell was one of the most popular American short story writers of
his time. He had equal success as a journalist and screenwriter and was nominated for an Academy
Award in 1942 for best original story.The Most Dangerous game has been called the most popular
short story ever written in English. Upon its publication, it won the O. Henry Award
  the most dangerous game author: The Most Dangerous Game Gavin Lyall, 2011-09-28
'Cary is great with a gun and deadpan about danger' Spectator Bill Cary makes a precarious living
flying aerial surveys over Lapland. When he's hired by a wealthy American hunter, Frederick Wells
Homer, to fly into a prohibited part of Finland near the Soviet border, the job seems shady indeed,
and when a major crook wants him to go on the hunt for Tsarist treasure, things get messy. With
thugs and the Finnish Secret Service already on his tail, matters get worse when Homer's beautiful
sister turns up to search for him, and Cary's fellow bush pilots start getting killed off in a series of



suspicious accidents. Cary begins to realise that it may all stem from an incident in his wartime past.
The Most Dangerous Game was shortlisted for the British Crime Writers Association Gold Dagger
Award. 'A glorious tale, vivid in character and escapade' Book Week
  the most dangerous game author: The Most Dangerous Game Mary Wibberley, 1998 Devlin
comes into Catherine Meade's life when she is in need of protection. Soon she finds herself in that
most cliched of all situations - she's fallen in love with her bodyguard! The problem is, he'll leave
when the job's over, won't he?
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