
the winning brief bryan garner

the winning brief bryan garner is a pivotal resource for legal professionals seeking to master the
art of persuasive legal writing. Authored by renowned legal writing expert Bryan Garner, this guide
offers comprehensive strategies to craft compelling briefs that capture the attention of judges and
decisively influence case outcomes. The winning brief bryan garner emphasizes clarity, precision,
and effective argumentation, making it an essential tool for attorneys aiming to elevate their
advocacy skills. This article explores the core principles of the winning brief, its practical
applications, and how Garner’s insights have transformed legal writing. Readers will gain an
understanding of key writing techniques, structural elements, and stylistic choices that define
successful legal briefs. The discussion also covers common pitfalls to avoid and the benefits of
adopting Garner’s recommendations in everyday legal practice.
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Understanding the Winning Brief
The winning brief, as conceptualized by Bryan Garner, is more than just a legal document; it is a
strategic communication tool designed to persuade judges and legal decision-makers. Garner
advocates for briefs that are concise, logically structured, and rhetorically effective. The winning
brief bryan garner promotes focuses on addressing the reader’s needs by presenting arguments
clearly and forcefully, avoiding unnecessary jargon or verbosity. Understanding the fundamental
purpose of the brief—to win the case by winning the judge’s confidence—is essential for
appreciating Garner’s methodology. This approach shifts the emphasis from merely presenting legal
facts to crafting a compelling narrative supported by sound reasoning.

Definition and Purpose
A winning brief is a legal memorandum or argument that successfully convinces the court of the
merits of one party’s position. Bryan Garner defines it as a document that accomplishes this through
clarity, precision, and persuasive power. Its primary purpose is to influence judicial decision-making
by making arguments accessible and memorable.

Historical Context and Evolution
Legal writing has evolved over decades, often criticized for being overly complex and inaccessible.



Bryan Garner’s contributions have modernized legal briefs by advocating plain language and
effective rhetoric. The winning brief bryan garner reflects this evolution by promoting simplicity
without sacrificing sophistication, ensuring that briefs remain authoritative yet readable.

Core Principles of Bryan Garner’s Approach
Bryan Garner’s approach to legal writing is grounded in several fundamental principles that
underpin the winning brief bryan garner. These include clarity, brevity, organization, and
persuasion. Garner emphasizes that every word in a brief must serve a purpose and that the overall
structure should guide the reader smoothly through the argument. His principles challenge
traditional legal writing norms by urging lawyers to write as if explaining complex issues to
intelligent non-experts, thereby enhancing comprehension and impact.

Clarity and Precision
Clarity involves using straightforward language and avoiding ambiguous or convoluted expressions.
Precision demands accurate word choice and attention to detail. Garner insists that clear writing
reduces misunderstandings and strengthens arguments, which is fundamental to the winning brief
bryan garner philosophy.

Brevity and Conciseness
Brevity is about eliminating unnecessary words and focusing on essential information. Garner’s
method encourages writers to condense their arguments without losing substance, making the brief
more digestible and engaging for judges who often face heavy caseloads.

Logical Organization
Organizing a brief logically ensures that each argument builds upon the previous one in a coherent
manner. Garner’s approach includes using headings, topic sentences, and transitions to provide a
roadmap for the reader, enhancing the overall persuasive effect of the brief.

Structuring an Effective Legal Brief
The structure of a legal brief is critical to its success, and Bryan Garner provides detailed guidance
on crafting an effective layout. The winning brief bryan garner follows a tried-and-true format that
balances legal rigor with reader-friendly presentation. This structure includes an introduction,
statement of facts, argument section, and conclusion, each serving a specific role in advancing the
case.

Introduction and Summary of Argument
The introduction should immediately engage the reader by outlining the key issues and presenting a
succinct summary of the argument. Garner advises making this section compelling yet concise to set
the tone for the rest of the brief.



Statement of Facts
This section presents the relevant facts in a clear and unbiased manner. The winning brief bryan
garner underscores the importance of selecting facts strategically to support legal arguments
without overwhelming the reader.

Argument Section
The core of the brief, the argument section, requires rigorous legal analysis supported by precedent
and logical reasoning. Garner recommends dividing arguments into clear subpoints, each with its
own heading, to enhance readability and focus.

Conclusion
The conclusion reinforces the desired outcome and briefly recaps the strongest points. It should
leave the judge with a clear understanding of the relief sought and the rationale behind it.

Writing Style and Language Techniques
Language is a powerful tool in legal writing, and Bryan Garner’s winning brief emphasizes style
choices that enhance persuasiveness. His recommendations include using active voice, avoiding
legalese, and employing rhetorical devices judiciously. These techniques contribute to a brief that is
not only logical but also engaging.

Active Voice and Direct Language
Active voice creates clarity by specifying who is performing an action, thereby making sentences
more dynamic and easier to follow. Garner insists that the winning brief bryan garner should
minimize passive constructions to maintain reader engagement.

Avoidance of Legalese
Traditional legal jargon can obscure meaning. Garner promotes plain English alternatives that
maintain professionalism while improving accessibility. This approach broadens the appeal of the
brief and reduces the risk of misinterpretation.

Use of Persuasive Rhetoric
Rhetorical techniques such as parallelism, repetition, and analogies can strengthen arguments when
used appropriately. The winning brief bryan garner incorporates these devices to emphasize key
points and make the text more memorable.

Common Mistakes to Avoid
Even experienced attorneys can fall into traps that weaken legal briefs. Bryan Garner identifies
frequent errors that undermine the effectiveness of briefs and offers guidance on how to avoid them.
Awareness of these pitfalls is essential to producing a winning brief bryan garner style.



Overloading with Excessive Detail
Including too many facts or complex legal citations can overwhelm the reader. Garner advises
focusing on the most relevant information and citing authority judiciously to preserve clarity and
impact.

Poor Organization and Flow
Disorganized briefs confuse readers and dilute arguments. Ensuring logical progression and clear
transitions is critical for maintaining coherence and persuasiveness.

Inconsistent Tone and Style
A brief should maintain a formal, respectful tone throughout. Garner warns against shifts in tone or
overly emotional language, which can detract from the brief’s professionalism and credibility.

Practical Applications and Benefits
The winning brief bryan garner approach has practical applications across various areas of legal
practice. By adopting Garner’s techniques, attorneys can improve their chances of success in
appellate courts, trial courts, and administrative hearings. The benefits extend beyond winning cases
to enhancing overall communication skills and professional reputation.

Improved Persuasion and Judge Engagement
Clear and well-organized briefs hold judges’ attention and facilitate understanding, which is crucial
for persuading judicial officers. Garner’s methods help legal writers tailor their arguments to judicial
preferences and cognitive processing.

Efficiency in Legal Writing
Applying the winning brief bryan garner principles streamlines the drafting process by emphasizing
focused, purposeful writing. This efficiency saves time and resources while producing higher-quality
documents.

Professional Development
Mastering the techniques outlined by Bryan Garner contributes to ongoing professional growth.
Attorneys who write winning briefs demonstrate superior analytical and communication skills, which
can lead to career advancement and client satisfaction.

Clarity and precision in language1.

Logical and coherent structure2.

Conciseness without sacrificing substance3.

Use of active voice and plain English4.



Avoidance of unnecessary legal jargon5.

Strategic presentation of facts and arguments6.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Winning Brief' by Bryan Garner about?
'The Winning Brief' by Bryan Garner is a guide that teaches lawyers how to write clear, persuasive,
and effective legal briefs that can win cases.

Who is Bryan Garner, the author of 'The Winning Brief'?
Bryan Garner is a renowned legal writing expert, lexicographer, and author known for his books on
legal writing and style, including 'The Winning Brief'.

What are the key principles taught in 'The Winning Brief'?
Key principles include clarity, brevity, persuasive structure, effective use of language, and tailoring
arguments to the audience.

How does 'The Winning Brief' help lawyers improve their
writing?
The book provides practical tips, examples, and techniques to make legal briefs more compelling and
easier to understand, thereby increasing the chances of success in court.

Is 'The Winning Brief' suitable for law students or only
practicing lawyers?
While primarily aimed at practicing lawyers, law students can also benefit from the book’s insights
into persuasive legal writing and brief preparation.

Does 'The Winning Brief' cover oral arguments or just written
briefs?
The focus is mainly on written briefs, but some principles of persuasion and clarity can also be
applied to oral arguments.

Are there updated editions of 'The Winning Brief' by Bryan
Garner?
Yes, Bryan Garner has released updated editions that include modern examples and address
evolving legal writing standards.



What makes 'The Winning Brief' different from other legal
writing books?
Its practical approach, real-world examples, and focus on persuasion specifically tailored to legal
briefs set it apart from more general legal writing texts.

Can 'The Winning Brief' help in writing briefs for appellate
courts?
Yes, the book is particularly useful for appellate briefs where clear and persuasive writing is crucial
to influencing judges.

Where can I purchase or access 'The Winning Brief' by Bryan
Garner?
The book is available for purchase through major bookstores, online retailers like Amazon, and
sometimes through law school libraries or legal resource centers.

Additional Resources
1. Winning Briefs: Persuasive Writing in Law and Business
This book by Bryan Garner offers comprehensive guidance on crafting compelling legal and business
briefs. It emphasizes clarity, conciseness, and persuasive techniques to help attorneys and
professionals effectively communicate their arguments. Garner provides practical examples and tips
to improve writing style and structure, making complex ideas accessible to judges and clients alike.

2. Legal Writing in Plain English
Also authored by Bryan Garner, this book focuses on simplifying legal writing to enhance readability
and comprehension. It provides practical exercises and clear advice on avoiding jargon and
unnecessary complexity. The goal is to help lawyers write with precision and clarity, making their
documents more persuasive and accessible to a broad audience.

3. The Winning Brief Workbook
This workbook complements Bryan Garner’s Winning Briefs by offering exercises and real-world
examples to practice persuasive writing skills. It guides readers through the process of drafting,
revising, and polishing briefs to maximize their impact. The interactive format helps reinforce key
concepts and techniques outlined in the main text.

4. Garner’s Modern English Usage
While not exclusively about briefs, this authoritative guide by Bryan Garner is essential for anyone
aiming to improve their writing. It covers grammar, style, and usage with a focus on clarity and
precision, which are critical for effective legal writing. The book serves as a valuable reference to
ensure professionalism and correctness in all written communication.

5. Making Your Case: The Art of Persuading Judges
In this book, Bryan Garner explores the broader art of legal advocacy, including oral arguments and
written submissions. It offers strategies to persuade judges by understanding their perspectives and
tailoring arguments accordingly. The insights provided are invaluable for lawyers seeking to win



cases through both written and spoken word.

6. Legal Writing Style
Bryan Garner’s Legal Writing Style delves into the nuances of tone, rhythm, and structure in legal
documents. It teaches how to write with elegance and authority without sacrificing clarity. The book
is ideal for legal professionals looking to refine their prose and make their briefs more compelling
and memorable.

7. Point Made: How to Write Like the Nation’s Top Advocates
Co-authored by Ross Guberman and featuring insights from Bryan Garner, this book analyzes
exemplary legal writing from leading advocates. It breaks down what makes these writings effective
and offers practical advice for emulating their success. Readers gain a deeper understanding of
persuasive techniques and stylistic choices in winning briefs.

8. Rhetoric for Legal Writers
This book applies classical rhetorical principles to the craft of legal writing, with contributions from
Bryan Garner’s scholarship. It teaches how to structure arguments persuasively using ethos, pathos,
and logos. Legal writers learn to engage their audience emotionally and logically to strengthen their
case presentations.

9. The Elements of Legal Style
Bryan Garner’s The Elements of Legal Style adapts Strunk and White’s classic style guide for the
legal profession. It offers concise rules and recommendations tailored to legal writing’s unique
demands. This book is an essential tool for lawyers and law students striving for elegance, precision,
and effectiveness in their briefs and other documents.
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  the winning brief bryan garner: The Winning Brief: 100 Tips for Persuasive Briefing in
Trial and Appellate Courts Bryan A. Garner, 2004-02-13 Good legal writing wins court cases. It its
first edition, The Winning Brief proved that the key to writing well is understanding the judicial
readership. Now, in a revised and updated version of this modern classic, Bryan A. Garner explains
the art of effective writing in 100 concise, practical, and easy-to-use sections. Covering everything
from the rules for planning and organizing a brief to openers that can capture a judge's attention
from the first few words, these tips add up to the most compelling, orderly, and visually appealing
brief that an advocate can present. In Garner's view, good writing is good thinking put to paper.
Never write a sentence that you couldn't easily speak, he warns-and demonstrates how to do just
that. Beginning each tip with a set of quotable quotes from experts, he then gives masterly advice on
building sound paragraphs, drafting crisp sentences, choosing the best words (Strike pursuant to
from your vocabulary.), quoting authority, citing sources, and designing a document that looks as
impressive as it reads. Throughout, he shows how to edit for maximal impact, using vivid
before-and-after examples that apply the basics of rhetoric to persuasive writing. Filled with
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examples of good and bad writing from actual briefs filed in courts of all types, The Winning Brief
also covers the new appellate rules for preparing federal briefs. Constantly collecting material from
his seminars and polling judges for their preferences, the second edition delivers the same solid
guidelines with even more supporting evidence. Including for the first time sections on the
ever-changing rules of acceptable legal writing, Garner's new edition keeps even the most seasoned
lawyers on their toes and writing briefs that win cases. An invaluable resource for attorneys, law
clerks, judges, paralegals, law students and their teachers, The Winning Brief has the qualities that
make all of Garner's books so popular: authority, accessibility, and page after page of techniques
that work. If you're writing to win a case, this book shouldn't merely be on your shelf--it should be
open on your desk.
  the winning brief bryan garner: Judicial Writing Chinua Asuzu, 2016-05-04 To validate their
institutional continuance as a branch of government, writes Chinua Asuzu, judges must make sound
decisions. They must also articulate and express those decisions efficiently and comprehensibly. This
book shows how. This book will help judges, arbitrators, and other decision-writers master the art
and science of judicial writing. A most welcome guide, Judicial Writing: A Benchmark for the
Benchsets a high, yet attainable, standard of excellence for writing judicial decisions. It will no doubt
become the reference point for judging judges and their judgments. Chinua Asuzu is that uncommon
lawyer who wrote The Uncommon Law of Learned Writing. His other works includeAnatomy of a
Brief andFair Hearing in Nigeria. A versatile arbitrator, Asuzu served as an administrative-law judge
at the Tax Appeal Tribunal in Nigeria from 2010 to 2016.He is now the Senior Partner of Assizes
Lawfirm, a team of tax lawyers.
  the winning brief bryan garner: Brief-Writing Master Plan Chinua Asuzu, 2022-08-23 As much
a sword as a shield, Brief-Writing Master Plan offers an unparalleled and unprecedented curriculum
of written advocacy. It’s a sparkling, alchemical blend of doctrine, ethics, and skills. It recruits
linguistics, logic, psychology, rhetoric, and semantics into the arsenal of learned advocacy. It
contains the rhetorical wisdom of ages, pages, and sages. An advocate files a brief to persuade the
judge to decide the lawsuit in favor of the advocate’s client. The keyword is persuade. Too often,
advocates forget this and write to please themselves. They address themselves instead of the court.
They write in chest-thumping prose and style. Advocates will do well to keep in mind that in
advocacy, all that counts is persuading the judiciary. Hence, Brief-Writing Master Plan responds to
the judicial wish list for advocates’ writing style and substance. This book is a transformative
resource with the potential to accelerate court proceedings by easing judicial burdens and
caseloads. A sober reflection on the advocate’s duty to the court, Brief-Writing Master Plan
encourages professional candor, decency, and honesty. Writing as taught in this book will surely
propel you to the top 1% of the global legal profession and secure your legacy.
  the winning brief bryan garner: Uncommon Law of Learned Writing 2.0 Chinua Asuzu,
2023-09-10 As lawyers, we must not, in hot pursuit of common law, outrun common sense. The
dread of that eventuality prompted this book. Uncommon Law of Learned Writing 2.0 promotes
common sense in legal language. Plain language, which is commonsensical, broadens access to legal
documents, thus democratizing the law. If democracy is government of the people, by the people,
and for the people, law is the language in which government interacts with the people—it’s the
language of democracy. The people whose government speaks through law must understand what is
said. No democratic society should brook legalese—a dense, verbose dialect known only to lawyers.
What then should society do to redress the lawyer-induced obscurity? A Shakespearean character
had an alarming proposal: “The first thing we do, let’s kill all the lawyers.” Apparently, that proposal
was not enthusiastically endorsed, which explains why we’re still here. A milder remedy—enrolling
lawyers in language classes—has been mooted, which explains why this book is in your hands.
Uncommon Law of Learned Writing 2.0 motivates lawyers to prefer plain language to the legalese
and verbosity that have besmirched legal writing for centuries. This book is as sweeping and
authoritative a treatment of its subject as you can find anywhere.
  the winning brief bryan garner: Motion Practice David F. Herr, Roger S. Haydock, Jeffrey



W. Stempel, 2017-06-03 This comprehensive guide not only analyzes every applicable rule of civil
procedure, but also gives you practice-proven techniques for evaluating what motions will work most
effectively in each of your cases. From early pretrial motions dealing with complaints and
jurisdiction to appellate motion practice for both victor and vanquished, Motion Practice, Eighth
Edition shows you both what is permissible and what is advisable in such aspects of motion practice
as:
  the winning brief bryan garner: Essentials of Lawyering Skills in Africa Festus Emiri, Ernest
Owusu-Dapaa, 2020-07-01 In twenty-two chapters, divided into six parts for convenience, the
authors not only lay bare the art of lawyering but also provide invaluable nuggets of perfecting and
excelling as a solicitor and advocate. There is little doubt that the contents of this book dramatically
make a lawyer, especially the lawyer in Africa, to be more effective, more skilful and a proper lawyer
useful to the client and society.
  the winning brief bryan garner: The Winning Brief Bryan A. Garner, 1999 Does a good
writing style help persuade judges? Bryan Garner makes a convincing case that it does. And he
should know: in recent years, he has worked with judges all over the country to help them improve
their writing of judicial opinions. He has polled judges both formally and informally to learn their
preferences. And with his deep issue technique, he has even helped shape their preferences. This
book is a compendium of Garner's 100 most important tips on brief-writing. Some are major points
and some are minor ones. But each one matters because collectively they add up to the most
compelling, orderly, and visually appealing brief that an advocate can present. Each tip begins with
a set of quotable quotes - some of the most insightful comments that experts have ever made on
persuasive writing. Then, Garner elaborates on the tip, usually with before-and-after examples. The
book also showcases several full-length model briefs.
  the winning brief bryan garner: Legal Food for Thought Daniel Kornstein, 2023-10-31 Legal
Food for Thought is both an entertaining and provocative collection of non-technical essays written
by an experienced, literate lawyer with an eye for unusual topics and a gift for language. Combining
original insights with probing commentary, these sparkling essays light up the page as they
illuminate a wide range of subjects more or less in some way, often unexpected, linked to law. As the
title foreshadows, the book is creatively organized in the form of a meal, with its delicacies spread
over a menu covering a drink, appetizers, entrees, sides, and dessert. Among other surprises, the
author reminds us of poet John Milton's appeal for freedom to read what we want, describes two
comic book lawyer superheroes, suggests ways to improve our democracy, finds new legal themes in
the lives of various well-known creative artists, and even tells us which are his favorite books about
law and why. It is a tour de force sure to fascinate any thinking person, lawyer or not
  the winning brief bryan garner: The ^AOxford Companion to the Supreme Court of the
United States Kermit L. Hall, 2005-05-19 A superb one-volume resource on the United States
Supreme Court, this second edition includes new entries on key cases and fully updated treatment of
hot-button issues of constitutional law, such as abortion, freedom of religion, school desegregation,
freedom of speech, voting rights, military tribunals, and the rights of the accused. These
developments make the second edition of this accessible and authoritative guide essential for
judges, lawyers, academics, journalists, and anyone interested in the impact of the Court's decisions
on American society.
  the winning brief bryan garner: The Oxford Companion to the Supreme Court of the
United States ,
  the winning brief bryan garner: Legal Writing and the Lone Ranger Daniel J. Kornstein,
2020-09-30 This book will improve the writing of anyone connected to the legal profession. Whether
you are a law student, a young or experienced practitioner, or even a judge, this book will help you
write better. It is filled with tips and insights that work, and is written clearly and entertainingly.
  the winning brief bryan garner: The Common Flaw Thomas G. Moukawsher, 2023-09-25 The
American lawsuit is riddled with needless complexity. This book proposes fifty changes-that decide
cases promptly-more on the facts than the law-more for the parties than the lawyers-more for the



consequences to the people and the public-and in words we can all understand--
  the winning brief bryan garner: Elegant Legal Writing Ryan McCarl, 2024-02-06 Elegant
Legal Writing provides short, practical tips to help attorneys make their writing as clear and
readable as possible, reducing the reader's cognitive burden so they can focus on your argument--
  the winning brief bryan garner: American Judicial Process Pamela C. Corley, Artemus
Ward, Wendy L. Martinek, 2015-09-25 This text is a general introduction to American judicial
process. The authors cover the major institutions, actors, and processes that comprise the U.S. legal
system, viewed from a political science perspective. Grounding their presentation in empirical social
science terms, the authors identify popular myths about the structure and processes of American
law and courts and then contrast those myths with what really takes place. Three unique elements of
this myth versus reality framework are incorporated into each of the topical chapters: 1) Myth
versus Reality boxes that lay out the topics each chapter covers, using the myths about each topic
contrasted with the corresponding realities. 2) Pop Culture boxes that provide students with popular
examples from film, television, and music that tie-in to chapter topics and engage student interest.
3) How Do We Know? boxes that discuss the methods of social scientific inquiry and debunk common
myths about the judiciary and legal system. Unlike other textbooks, American Judicial Process
emphasizes how pop culture portrays—and often distorts—the judicial process and how social
science research is brought to bear to provide an accurate picture of law and courts. In addition, a
rich companion website will include PowerPoint lectures, suggested topics for papers and projects, a
test bank of objective questions for use by instructors, and downloadable artwork from the book.
Students will have access to annotated web links and videos, flash cards of key terms, and a
glossary.
  the winning brief bryan garner: Department of Justice Manual Wolters Kluwer,
2012-03-23 The new Department of Justice Manual, Third Edition takes you inside all the policies
and directives outlined in the latest U.S. Attorneys' Manual used universally by the DOJ in civil and
criminal prosecutions. Along with comprehensive coverage of all the information relied on by today's
DOJ attorneys, this guide offers you other valuable DOJ publications in the form of Annotations.
You'll find the Asset Forfeiture Manual, the Freedom of Information Act Case List, and Merger
Guidelines. And it's all incorporated in a comprehensive six-volume reference. You'll discover how to:
Request immunity for clients using actual terminology from factors that DOJ attorneys must consider
Phrase a FOIA request so as to avoid coming within an exempted category of information Draft
discovery requests using terminology to avoid triggering an automatic denial by the DOJ Counsel
clients on DOJ investigative tactics and their significance using actual DOJ memoranda; Develop trial
strategies that exploit common problems with certain methods of proof and kinds of evidence
offered by the government Propose settlements or plea-bargain agreements within the authority of
the DOJ attorney handling the case. This new Third Edition of Department of Justice Manual has
been expanded to eight volumes and the materials have been completely revised to accommodate
newly added materials including: the text of the Code of Federal Regulations: Title 28and–Judicial
Administration, as relevant to the enforcement of the Federal Sentencing Guidelines by the
Department of Justice; The Manual for Complex Litigation; and The United States Sentencing
Commission Guidelines Manual. The new edition also includes The National Drug Threat Assessment
for Fiscal Year 2011 and the updated version of the Prosecuting Computer Crimes Manual. In an
effort to provide you with the best resource possible, as part of the Third Edition, the Commentaries
in each volume have been renumbered to refer to the relevant section in the United States
Attorneyand’s Manual for more efficient cross referencing between the Manual and the
Commentaries.
  the winning brief bryan garner: Divergent Paths Richard A. Posner, 2016-01-04 Judges and
legal scholars talk past one another, if they have any conversation at all. Academics criticize judicial
decisions in theoretical terms, which leads many judges to dismiss academic discourse as divorced
from reality. Richard Posner reflects on the causes and consequences of this widening gap and what
can be done to close it.



  the winning brief bryan garner: Learned Writing Chinua Asuzu, 2019-05-22 As lawyers, we
must not, in hot pursuit of common law, outrun common sense. The dread of that eventuality
prompted this book. Learned Writing promotes common sense in legal language. Plain language,
which is commonsensical, broadens access to legal documents, thus democratizing the law. If
democracy is government of the people, by the people, and for the people, law is the language in
which government interacts with the people—it is the language of democracy. The people whose
government speaks through law must understand what is said. No democratic society should brook
legalese, a dense, verbose dialect known only to lawyers. What then should society do to redress the
lawyer-induced obscurity? A Shakespearean character had an alarming proposal: “The first thing we
do, let’s kill all the lawyers.” Apparently, that proposal was not enthusiastically endorsed, which
explains why we’re still here. A milder remedy—enrolling lawyers in language classes—has been
muted, which explains why this book is in your hands. Learned Writing motivates lawyers to prefer
plain language to the legalese and verbosity that have besmirched legal writing for centuries. This
book is as sweeping a treatment of its subject as you can find anywhere.
  the winning brief bryan garner: The Winning Oral Argument Bryan A. Garner, 2009 In this
eminently browsable book, Bryan A. Garner has collected and arranged the most important,
interesting, and penetrating statements from judges and lawyers about how to conduct an oral
argument. Each didactic principle is stated, briefly explained, and then illustrated with quotations
from a dazzling array of sources, ancient and modern. Novices and veterans alike will find helpful
advice in these pages, which systematically explain the subtleties of the art more lucidly than any
previous work has done.
  the winning brief bryan garner: Legal Writing for Real Lawyers Russell T. Bowlan, J.D.,
M.A., 2013-06 This is not another tedious rulebook littered with unfounded gimmicks contrived at a
faculty mixer. Here you will find relevant advice from an attorney who has been writing trial and
appellate briefs on the frontlines for two decades. Amid the new material in this expanded edition,
Mr. Bowlan subdues the oft dreaded summary judgment response. And the gloves come off when he
addresses legal ethics in the Epilogue - Welcome to the Dark Side - a must-read for every law
student who intends to become a practicing lawyer. What do Trolls, Curmudgeons and Yapping
Chihuahuas have to do with legal writing? Open the cover and find out.
  the winning brief bryan garner: Point Made Ross Guberman, 2014-03-06 In Point Made,
Ross Guberman uses the work of great advocates as the basis of a valuable, step-by-step
brief-writing and motion-writing strategy for practitioners. The author takes an empirical approach,
drawing heavily on the writings of the nation's 50 most influential lawyers, including Barack Obama,
John Roberts, Elena Kagan, Ted Olson, and David Boies. Their strategies, demystified and broken
down into specific, learnable techniques, become a detailed writing guide full of practical models.
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