till we have faces summary

till we have faces summary provides an in-depth exploration of C.S. Lewis's novel "Till We Have
Faces," a profound retelling of the myth of Cupid and Psyche. This article offers a comprehensive
overview of the plot, key characters, and central themes, highlighting the novel’s exploration of love,
faith, and identity. It emphasizes the unique narrative style and the psychological depth Lewis brings
to this classic myth, making it a significant work in modern literature. Readers will gain insight into
the novel’s structure, its mythological background, and the symbolic significance of its events. The
article also examines the moral and philosophical questions posed by the story, making it an
essential guide for students, scholars, and enthusiasts of mythological retellings. This summary
serves as a valuable resource for understanding the complexities and lasting impact of "Till We Have
Faces."
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Overview of "Till We Have Faces"

"Till We Have Faces" is a novel by C.S. Lewis first published in 1956. It is a retelling of the ancient
myth of Cupid and Psyche, but told from the perspective of Psyche’s sister, Orual. The novel is
notable for its complex portrayal of human emotions, divine interaction, and the quest for self-
understanding. Lewis’s approach transforms the traditional myth into a narrative that explores
themes of love, jealousy, faith, and the search for truth. The novel is often praised for its literary
depth and philosophical richness, making it a unique contribution to mythological literature.

Main Plot Summary

The story unfolds through the voice of Orual, the eldest daughter of the King of Glome, a fictional
ancient kingdom. Orual’s narrative chronicles her life from childhood through adulthood, focusing
on her complex relationship with her beautiful and innocent sister, Psyche. After Psyche is taken
away to live with the mysterious god of the mountain, Orual embarks on a journey of emotional
turmoil and self-discovery.



Childhood and Family

Orual grows up feeling overshadowed by Psyche’s beauty and favored status. Her possessive love for
Psyche develops alongside feelings of jealousy and insecurity. Their father, the King, is distant and
harsh, and their mother dies early, leaving Orual to take on a protective role over Psyche.

Psyche’s Abduction

Following a divine command, Psyche is married to an unseen god, who lives in a palace on the
mountain. Orual’s inability to accept this separation leads her to question the gods and the justice of
the divine will. Psyche’s experiences in the palace and her trials are central to the mythological core
of the story.

Orual’s Journey

After Psyche’s departure, Orual becomes queen and faces political challenges and personal grief.
She writes a lengthy complaint against the gods, expressing her bitterness and confusion. The novel
culminates in a dramatic encounter with the god, leading to Orual’s ultimate understanding of love
and faith.

Key Characters

The characters in "Till We Have Faces" are richly developed, each embodying different aspects of
the novel’s themes. The main characters include:

e Orual: The protagonist and narrator, whose emotional complexity drives the narrative.

e Psyche: Orual’s younger sister, symbolic of innocence and spiritual purity.

e The God of the Mountain: A mysterious divine figure representing love and the divine will.
e The King of Glome: Orual and Psyche’s father, whose harshness influences their early lives.

e Bacchus: A god who appears later in the story, aiding Orual’s understanding.

Themes and Symbolism

"Till We Have Faces" explores numerous themes that contribute to its status as a profound literary
work. Central themes include the nature of love, the quest for self-knowledge, faith and doubt, and
the human relationship with the divine.



Love and Jealousy

The novel examines different forms of love, from Orual’s possessive and imperfect love for Psyche to
the pure, selfless love symbolized by Psyche’s relationship with the god. Jealousy acts as a catalyst
for many of Orual’s actions, illustrating the destructive potential of misunderstood love.

Faith and Doubt

Orual’s struggle with her faith in the gods reflects broader questions about belief and skepticism.
Her journey from anger and accusation to acceptance and understanding highlights the complexity
of spiritual faith.

Identity and Self-Understanding

The title itself suggests the theme of recognizing one’s true self. Orual’s “faces” symbolize the masks
people wear and the process of uncovering authentic identity through suffering and revelation.

Narrative Style and Structure

The novel is narrated in the form of a long, introspective letter by Orual to the gods. This first-
person perspective allows readers to deeply engage with her psychological state and evolving
understanding. The non-linear structure incorporates flashbacks and reflections, enhancing the
thematic depth and emotional impact.

Use of Mythological Retelling

By retelling the Cupid and Psyche myth from an alternative viewpoint, Lewis provides a fresh
interpretation that challenges traditional narratives. This approach allows for complex character
development and philosophical inquiry.

Psychological Realism

The narrative delves into Orual’s inner turmoil and motivations, presenting a realistic portrayal of
human emotions and conflicts. This psychological focus distinguishes the novel from simple myth
retellings.

Mythological Context

"Till We Have Faces" is rooted in classical mythology, specifically the story of Cupid and Psyche from
Apuleius’s "The Golden Ass." Lewis adapts this myth to explore themes relevant to modern readers
while preserving its mythical essence.



Original Myth Overview

The original myth tells the story of Psyche, a mortal woman whose beauty incites the jealousy of
Venus. Psyche’s trials and eventual union with Cupid symbolize the soul’s journey toward divine love
and immortality.

Lewis’s Adaptation

Lewis shifts the focus to Orual, the skeptical and flawed sister, thereby highlighting the human
struggle with divine mysteries. This shift creates a dialogue between myth and human experience,
enriching the narrative’s significance.

Philosophical and Moral Questions

The novel raises profound questions about the nature of the divine, the meaning of love, and the
human quest for truth. It challenges readers to consider the limitations of human understanding and
the possibility of grace and redemption.

e What does it mean to love truly?

e How do jealousy and possessiveness distort love?
e Can human beings comprehend the divine?

e What role does suffering play in personal growth?

e How do appearances and perceptions hide deeper realities?

By engaging with these questions, "Till We Have Faces" offers a rich tapestry of ideas that continue
to resonate with readers seeking insight into human nature and spirituality.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Till We Have Faces' by C.S. Lewis?

The main theme of 'Till We Have Faces' is the exploration of identity, love, and the human
understanding of the divine, focusing on the transformation of the protagonist, Orual, as she
confronts her own flaws and misconceptions.

Who is the protagonist of 'Till We Have Faces' and what is her



story?

The protagonist is Orual, the Queen of Glome, who tells the story of her life, her love for her sister
Psyche, and her struggle with faith and self-acceptance.

How does 'Till We Have Faces' reinterpret the myth of Cupid
and Psyche?

C.S. Lewis retells the myth from the perspective of Orual, Psyche's sister, adding psychological
depth and themes of jealousy, love, and spiritual growth, rather than just a simple fairy tale
romance.

What is the significance of the title 'Till We Have Faces'?

The title refers to the idea that humans must confront their true selves and shed illusions to truly see
and understand love and the divine—essentially, until we have 'faces,' or authentic identities, we
cannot fully grasp spiritual truth.

How does Orual's character develop throughout the novel?

Orual evolves from a jealous, possessive sister to a self-aware individual who understands her own
failings and the nature of divine love, culminating in her acceptance and humility.

What role does Psyche play in the novel?

Psyche represents innocence, beauty, and faith. Her mysterious disappearance and Orual's devotion
to her drive much of the plot and Orual's emotional journey.

How is the god represented in 'Till We Have Faces'?

The god, known as the Fox or the unnamed deity of Glome, is portrayed as enigmatic and
inscrutable, emphasizing the mystery of the divine and the limits of human understanding.

Why is 'Till We Have Faces' considered a unique work among
C.S. Lewis's writings?

Unlike Lewis's other works, it is a retelling of a classical myth with a focus on psychological and
spiritual depth, written for an adult audience and exploring complex themes of faith and identity.

What is the narrative style of 'Till We Have Faces'?

The novel is written as a first-person memoir by Orual, providing an intimate and personal
perspective on the events and her internal struggles.

What message does 'Till We Have Faces' convey about love and



sacrifice?

The novel suggests that true love requires selflessness and acceptance, and that personal sacrifice is
often necessary for spiritual growth and understanding.

Additional Resources

1. The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe by C.S. Lewis

This classic fantasy novel explores themes of sacrifice, faith, and redemption through the journey of
four siblings who enter the magical land of Narnia. Like *Till We Have Faces*, it delves into the
complexities of belief and the divine, blending mythology with human emotion. The story highlights
personal transformation and the battle between good and evil.

2. Mythology by Edith Hamilton

A comprehensive collection of Greek, Roman, and Norse myths, this book provides background on
many of the stories and characters that inspired *Till We Have Faces*. It offers readers insight into
the original myths of gods and mortals, enriching the understanding of the novel’s themes of love,
jealousy, and divine interaction. Hamilton’s retellings are accessible and engaging, making ancient
myths relevant for modern readers.

3. Orlando Furioso by Ludovico Ariosto

This epic poem intertwines romance, adventure, and classical mythology, similar to the mythic
qualities found in *Till We Have Faces*. It explores the complexities of love and identity through
larger-than-life characters and fantastical events. The work’s rich symbolism and exploration of
human nature provide a deep literary context for those interested in myth-inspired narratives.

4. The Song of Achilles by Madeline Miller

A retelling of the Trojan War from the perspective of Patroclus, this novel offers a fresh look at
Greek mythology, focusing on love, friendship, and destiny. Like *Till We Have Faces*, it
reinterprets classic myths with emotional depth and psychological insight. The book highlights the
human side of legendary figures, making ancient stories resonate with contemporary readers.

5. The Penelopiad by Margaret Atwood

Atwood’s feminist retelling of Homer’s *Odyssey* from Penelope’s viewpoint challenges traditional
narratives, much like *Till We Have Faces* reexamines myth through a female perspective. The
novel delves into themes of voice, power, and perspective, offering a critical look at ancient stories
and their meanings. It is a compelling exploration of identity and storytelling.

6. Circe by Madeline Miller

This novel centers on the mythological witch Circe, transforming her story into a tale of
empowerment, transformation, and self-discovery. It parallels *Till We Have Faces* in its focus on a
female protagonist grappling with divine and mortal realms. Miller’s lyrical style and deep character
development bring Greek myths to life in a modern, accessible way.

7. Goddess: Myths of the Female Divine by David Leeming

An exploration of goddesses from various cultures, this book provides context for the divine feminine
themes present in *Till We Have Faces*. It examines how myths shape the understanding of female
power, spirituality, and identity. Readers gain a broader perspective on the roles and
representations of women in mythology.



8. Women Who Run with the Wolves by Clarissa Pinkola Estés

This work blends psychology and mythology to explore the wild woman archetype and the power of
feminine intuition. Like *Till We Have Faces*, it emphasizes the importance of reclaiming the female
voice and understanding inner transformation. The book offers a deep dive into storytelling as a
means of personal and collective healing.

9. The Mists of Avalon by Marion Zimmer Bradley

A retelling of Arthurian legends from the perspectives of the women involved, this novel reinterprets
myth and history with a focus on female experience and spirituality. It shares with *Till We Have
Faces* a commitment to giving voice to women traditionally sidelined in mythic narratives. The book
explores themes of power, faith, and destiny through richly drawn characters.
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till we have faces summary: Summary of C. S. Lewis's Till We Have Faces Everest Media,,
2022-10-10T22:59:00Z Please note: This is a companion version & not the original book. Sample
Book Insights: #1 I was Orual, the eldest daughter of Trom, king of Glome. The city of Glome was
built on the left bank of the river Shennit, not more than a day’s journey above Ringal, which was the
last town south of Glome. The god of the Grey Mountain, who hated me, was the son of Ungit. He did
not live in the house of Ungit, but Ungit sat there alone. #2 I was Orual, the eldest daughter of
Trom, king of Glome. The city of Glome was built on the left bank of the river Shennit, not more than
a day’s journey above Ringal, which was the last town south of Glome. The god of the Grey
Mountain, who hated me, was the son of Ungit. #3 I was Orual, the eldest daughter of Trom, king of
Glome. The city of Glome was built on the left bank of the river Shennit, not more than a day’s
journey above Ringal, which was the last town south of Glome. The god of the Grey Mountain, who
hated me, was the son of Ungit. #4 My father made a great match. He was to have the third
daughter of the King of Caphad, who is the biggest king in our part of the world. The wedding
preparations lasted for almost a year.

till we have faces summary: Word and Story in C. S. Lewis Peter J. Schakel, Charles A. Huttar,
2008-04-14 Word and Story has broken new ground by enlisting well-known scholars in the
examination of Lewis's ideas about language and narrative, both as stated in theory and as
exemplified in practice. Never before has such clear, significant, and thorough work in these areas
been brought together in one place. This compilation of sixteen essays demonstrates how an
awareness of Lewis's ideas about language and narrative is essential to a full understanding and
appreciation of his thought and works. The contributors examine Lewis's poetry, The Dark Woods,
Studies in Words, and other works that have so far received little attention, in addition to more
familiar parts of the Lewis canon. By approaching Lewis primarily as an artist and theorist, not just a
Christian apologist, these essays offer new insights into his creative imagination, critical acumen,
and his craftsmanship as a writer. One comes away from this book with a fresh vision and with
heightened expectation, eager to return to Lewis's works.

till we have faces summary: The Cambridge Companion to C. S. Lewis Robert MacSwain,
Michael Ward, 2010-09-09 A distinguished academic, influential Christian apologist, and best-selling
author of children's literature, C. S. Lewis is a controversial and enigmatic figure who continues to
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fascinate, fifty years after his death. This Companion is a comprehensive single-volume study written
by an international team of scholars to survey Lewis's career as a literary historian, popular
theologian, and creative writer. Twenty-one expert voices from the University of Oxford, the
University of Cambridge, Princeton University, and Wheaton College, among many other places of
learning, analyze Lewis's work from theological, philosophical, and literary perspectives. Some
chapters consider his professional contribution to fields such as critical theory and intellectual
history, while others assess his views on issues including moral knowledge, gender, prayer, war,
love, suffering, and Scripture. The final chapters investigate his work as a writer of fiction and
poetry. Original in its approach and unique in its scope, this Companion shows that C. S. Lewis was
much more than merely the man behind Narnia.

till we have faces summary: Bareface Doris T. Myers, 2004-02-16 C. S. Lewis wanted to name
his last novel “Bareface.” Now Doris T. Myers’s Bareface provides a welcome study of Lewis’s last,
most profound, and most skillfully written novel, Till We Have Faces. Although many claim it is his
best novel, Till We Have Faces is a radical departure from the fantasy genre of Lewis’s Chronicles of
Narnia and The Screwtape Letters and has been less popular than Lewis’s earlier works. In
Bareface, Myers supplies background information on this difficult work and suggests reading
techniques designed to make it more accessible to general readers. She also presents a fresh
approach to Lewis criticism for the enjoyment of specialists. Previous studies have often treated the
novel as mere myth, ignoring Lewis’s effort to present the story of Cupid and Psyche as something
that could have happened. Myers emphasizes the historical background, the grounding of the
characterizations in modern psychology, and the thoroughly realistic narrative presentation. She
identifies key books in ancient and medieval literature, history, and philosophy that influenced
Lewis’s thinking as well as pointing out a previously unnoticed affinity with William James. From this
context, a clearer understanding of Till We Have Faces can emerge. Approached in this way, the
work can be seen as a realistic twentieth-century novel using modernist techniques such as the
unreliable narrator and the manipulation of time. The major characters fit neatly into William
James’s typology of religious experience, and Orual, the narrator-heroine, also develops the kind of
personal maturity described by Carl Jung. At the same time, both setting and plot provide insights
into the ancient world and pre-Christian modes of thought. Organized to facilitate browsing
according to the reader’s personal interests and needs, this study helps readers explore this complex
and subtle novel in their own way. Containing fresh insights that even the most experienced Lewis
scholar will appreciate, Bareface is an accomplishment worthy of Lewis’s lifelong contemplation.

till we have faces summary: Sehnsucht: The C. S. Lewis Journal Bruce R. Johnson,
2021-02-10 Sehnsucht: The C. S. Lewis Journal, established by the Arizona C. S. Lewis Society in
2007, is the only peer-reviewed journal devoted to the study of C. S. Lewis and his writings
published anywhere in the world. It exists to promote literary, theological, historical, biographical,
philosophical, bibliographical and cultural interest (broadly defined) in Lewis and his writings. The
journal includes articles, review essays, book reviews, film reviews and play reviews, bibliographical
material, poetry, interviews, editorials, and announcements of Lewis-related conferences, events and
publications. Its readership is aimed at academic scholars from a wide variety of disciplines, as well
as learned non-scholars and Lewis enthusiasts. At this time, Sehnsucht is published once a year.

till we have faces summary: Sehnsucht: The C. S. Lewis Journal Grayson Carter, 2012-06-01
Sehnsucht: The C. S. Lewis Journal, established by the Arizona C. S. Lewis Society in 2007, is the
only peer-reviewed journal devoted to the study of C. S. Lewis and his writings published anywhere
in the world. It exists to promote literary, theological, historical, biographical, philosophical,
bibliographical and cultural interest (broadly defined) in Lewis and his writings. The journal includes
articles, review essays, book reviews, film reviews and play reviews, bibliographical material, poetry,
interviews, editorials, and announcements of Lewis-related conferences, events and publications. Its
readership is aimed at academic scholars from a wide variety of disciplines, as well as learned
non-scholars and Lewis enthusiasts. At this time, Sehnsucht is published once a year.

till we have faces summary: Memory Formation in Isaiah 40-55 Megan C. Roberts,



2025-08-11 While scholars recognize that comfort and memory are dominant, interconnected themes
in Isaiah 40-55, the phenomenon of collective memory itself has not received specific attention to
clarify why memory is connected to comfort. Sociological memory studies and trauma theory fill this
methodological gap by explaining the nature of memory framework formation within Second Isaiah.
Jacob/Israel and Zion, as poetic figures, exemplify the broken memory frameworks of exilic Judeans
that do not lead to comfort. This analysis of Isa 40-55, then, reveals Yahweh’s poetic process by
which he re-forms his people’s memory frameworks so that they can receive comfort.

till we have faces summary: BEYOND NARNIA Ray Baker, 2021-04-28 Lewis was an amazing
author who has impacted the faith of millions of people around the world. Unfortunately, most
people never read anything by C.S. Lewis other than The Chronicles of Narnia. This is good as far as
it goes, but what a shame if that's all one ever reads of this genius. Although some may go on to read
Mere Christianity or even The Screwtape Letters, Miracles or The Problem of Pain, very few have
ever mined the riches that are to be found in Lewis's collected essays or had their longing for the
numinous stirred by hauntingly brilliant Dymer and The Pilgrim's Regress. It is my desire in this
book to show that Lewis is more than just Narnia. Beyond Narnia: The Theology of C.S. Lewis is an
in-depth analysis of the most important themes in the work of C.S. Lewis, including the sensation of
joy or longing as signposts to God, his view of the Bible as both myth and the Word of God, his
defense of miracles against Hume's famous critique, his insightful observations on the problem of
pain and his often misunderstood but groundbreaking thoughts on hell. This book provides an
accessible and thorough introduction to C.S. Lewis for undergraduate students and Lewis fans who
want to go deeper in their understanding.

till we have faces summary: Plot Summary Index , 1981

till we have faces summary: Have We Lost Our Minds? Stan W. Wallace, 2024-06-06 With
advances in neuroscience, many Christians are confused about what the soul is and its role in human
flourishing. This confusion is rapidly increasing through the writings of “neurotheologians” such as
Curt Thompson and Jim Wilder, who imply our brains are ultimately the cause of our thoughts,
beliefs, desires, choices, and very identity. This book identifies and corrects the wrong assumptions
of neurotheologians, outlines a biblically and philosophically sound understanding of our soul and its
relation to the body, and illustrates how this understanding is the right path toward more fully loving
God and loving others.

till we have faces summary: Study Guide: Till We Have Faces by C. S. Lewis (SuperSummary)
SuperSummary, 2019-03-03 SuperSummary, a modern alternative to SparkNotes and CliffsNotes,
offers high-quality study guides for challenging works of literature. This 56-page guide for Till We
Have Faces by C.S. Lewis includes detailed chapter summaries and analysis covering 25 chapters, as
well as several more in-depth sections of expert-written literary analysis. Featured content includes
commentary on major characters, 25 important quotes, essay topics, and key themes like Identity
and Obsessive Love.

till we have faces summary: Science Fiction Literature through History Gary Westfahl,
2021-07-19 This book provides students and other interested readers with a comprehensive survey
of science fiction history and numerous essays addressing major science fiction topics, authors,
works, and subgenres written by a distinguished scholar. This encyclopedia deals with written
science fiction in all of its forms, not only novels and short stories but also mediums often ignored in
other reference books, such as plays, poems, comic books, and graphic novels. Some science fiction
films, television programs, and video games are also mentioned, particularly when they are relevant
to written texts. Its focus is on science fiction in the English language, though due attention is given
to international authors whose works have been frequently translated into English. Since science
fiction became a recognized genre and greatly expanded in the 20th century, works published in the
20th and 21st centuries are most frequently discussed, though important earlier works are not
neglected. The texts are designed to be helpful to numerous readers, ranging from students first
encountering science fiction to experienced scholars in the field.

till we have faces summary: Reflecting the Eternal Marsha Daigle-Williamson, 2015-01-01 The



characters, plots, and potent language of C. S. Lewis's novels reveal everywhere the modern writer'
admiration for Dante's Divine Comedy. Throughout his career Lewis drew on the structure, themes,
and narrative details of Dante's medieval epic to present his characters as spiritual pilgrims growing
toward God. Dante's portrayal of sin and sanctification, of human frailty and divine revelation, are
evident in all of Lewis's best work. Readers will see how a modern author can make astonishingly
creative use of a predecessor's material - in this case, the way Lewis imitated and adapted medieval
ideas about spiritual life for the benefit of his modern audience. Nine chapters cover all of Lewis's
novels, from Pilgrim's Regress and his science-fiction to The Chronicles of Narnia and Till We Have
Faces. Readers will gain new insight into the sources of Lewis's literary imagination that
represented theological and spiritual principles in his clever, compelling, humorous, and thoroughly
human stories.

till we have faces summary: Omnibus I Douglas Wilson, G. Tyler Fischer, 2005

till we have faces summary: America Discovers C. S. Lewis K. Alan Snyder, 2016-09-01 The
continuing interest in the works of C. S. Lewis, long after his death in 1963, is a testament to the
influence his writings have had on the English-speaking world, not to mention the many translations
of his works into other languages. His own home nation of Great Britain was actually slower in
appreciating his offerings than the United States. Lewis's books made a major impact on the
American reading public, starting with the publication of the American version of The Screwtape
Letters in 1943. Lewis has not only influenced the lives of Americans we may consider prominent,
but also the multitude of individuals who have come across his works and have been deeply affected
spiritually by what they read. The goal of this study is to document, as much as possible, the impact
of Lewis on Americans from his lifetime until the present day. It also seeks to understand just why
Lewis caught on in America to such a degree and why he remains so popular.

till we have faces summary: C.S. Lewis, Poet Don W. King, 2001 C.S. Lewis is best known as
the creator of the fanciful world of Narnia and writer of literary criticism and Christian apologetics.
This book examines Lewis's early writings, under the pseudonym Clive Hamilton, analyzing the
influence of his formative poetic aspirations upon his later prose. By looking at early diaries and
letters, and the inclusion of four of Lewis's previously unpublished narrative poems and eleven
previously unpublished short poems, this text explains the man through his writing.

till we have faces summary: Heaven, the Heart's Deepest Longing Peter Kreeft,
1989-01-01 A major book on the subject of heaven, this expanded edition examines the hunger for
heaven that is so strong in all of us. Fascinating and upbeat, Heaven, the Heart's Deepest Longing
thoroughly explores the psychological and theological dimensions of this search for total joy and for
the ultimate reality that grounds it.

till we have faces summary: Ecclesiastes Philip Graham Ryken, 2010-04-08 The book of
Ecclesiastes is about life, the way it really is, writes commentator Philip Ryken. Readers throughout
the ages have been drawn to the way it honestly wrestles with the tedium of work, injustices in this
life, the ravages of age, and the inevitability of death. But its wisdom, according to Ryken, is in
teaching people to trust God with life's questions even in the midst of struggles. Pastors, writers,
speakers, and students will find this Preaching the Word commentary to be a helpful resource in
their teaching and studies. Ryken explores what will happen if we choose the world's offerings
instead of God's and teaches valuable lessons about what it means to have a God-centered
worldview. Ecclesiastes is the twenty-sixth volume of the Preaching the Word series—noted for its
clear exposition, readability, practical application, and unqualified commitment to biblical authority.
Ryken's commentary will not only enrich any individual study of Ecclesiastes but will equip Christian
leaders in communicating its universal application to a wide audience. The Psalms is one of the most
widely loved books of the Bible. A source of instruction for our prayers, inspiration for our songs,
and consolation for our tears, these biblical poems resound with the whole spectrum of human
emotion and teach us to hope in God each and every day. In the first volume of a three-part
commentary on the Psalms, pastor James Johnston walks readers through chapters 1-44, offering
exegetical and pastoral insights along the way. In an age that prizes authenticity, this resource will



help anyone interested in studying, teaching, or preaching the Bible to truly engage with God in a
life-changing and heart-shaping way. Part of the Preaching the Word series.

till we have faces summary: The Invisible Source of Authority David Walsh, 2025-07-15 The
Invisible Source of Authority is a philosophical meditation on the secular age and challenges the
notion that the secular can be understood without reference to God. How does one reject God while
denying belief? This is the central paradox of our secular age, where efforts to erase God only affirm
his presence. In The Invisible Source of Authority, David Walsh examines this paradox and argues
that a secular world actually reveals God more clearly, rather than bringing about what has been
called the death of God. Unlike many critics of modernity, Walsh argues that secularism is not
inhospitable to authentic religious faith and cannot be understood without reference to God.
Drawing on the writings of early modern thinkers like Montaigne, Descartes, and Grotius, Walsh
asserts that God’s absence from the secular world is testimony to God’s transcendence. Because the
secular is always that which has withdrawn from serving God, Walsh suggests that this
presupposition proves that God remains indispensable to the self-understanding of secular society.
The Invisible Source of Authority seeks to remind us that, despite his seeming absence, the
transcendent God remains an essential presence.

till we have faces summary: Re-Wiring the Ancient Novel Ed Cueva, et alies, 2018-11-30 The
Fifth International Conference on the Ancient Novel, which was held in Houston, Texas, in the fall of
2015, brought together scholars and students of the ancient novel from all over the world in order to
share new and significant developments about this fascinating field of study and its important place
in the field of Classical Studies. The essays contained in these two volumes are clear evidence that
the ancient novel has become a valuable part of the Classics canon and its scholarly attempts to
understand the ancient Graeco-Roman world.
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