
the new jim crow thesis

the new jim crow thesis presents a groundbreaking perspective on systemic racial discrimination in the United
States, particularly focusing on the mass incarceration of African Americans. This thesis argues that the U.S.
criminal justice system functions as a contemporary system of racial control, analogous to the Jim Crow
laws that enforced racial segregation and disenfranchisement in the post-Reconstruction South. The concept
gained widespread attention through Michelle Alexander’s seminal book, which analyzes how policies such as
the War on Drugs disproportionately target minority communities and perpetuate social and economic
inequalities. Understanding the new jim crow thesis requires exploring historical context, legal frameworks,
and the societal impacts of mass incarceration. This article delves into the core arguments of the thesis,
examines its implications, critiques, and the ongoing debates surrounding racial justice and reform in America.
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Historical Context of Racial Control

The new jim crow thesis is rooted in the historical evolution of racial control mechanisms in the United States.
Following the abolition of slavery, African Americans were subjected to Jim Crow laws that enforced racial
segregation and disenfranchisement primarily in Southern states. These laws institutionalized racial
discrimination through separate facilities, voting restrictions, and economic marginalization. The thesis argues
that while formal Jim Crow laws were dismantled in the mid-20th century, a new system emerged to maintain
racial hierarchies through the criminal justice system.

From Slavery to Jim Crow

Slavery legally bound millions of African Americans into forced labor until the Civil War’s conclusion. Post-
emancipation, Southern states enacted Jim Crow laws to preserve white supremacy and social order. These
laws included poll taxes, literacy tests, and segregation ordinances that systematically disenfranchised
Black citizens and restricted their civil rights, setting a foundation for institutional racism.

Transition to Mass Incarceration

The decline of Jim Crow laws coincided with the rise of mass incarceration beginning in the late 20th century.
The new jim crow thesis highlights how policies such as the War on Drugs and tough-on-crime legislation
disproportionately targeted African American communities, effectively replacing Jim Crow segregation with a
penal system that perpetuates racial disparities.



Core Arguments of the New Jim Crow Thesis

At the heart of the new jim crow thesis is the assertion that the criminal justice system functions as a racial
caste system. This system marginalizes and controls African Americans through legal discrimination that
follows individuals from arrest to conviction and beyond. The thesis identifies several key elements that define
this contemporary racial order.

Mass Incarceration as Racial Control

Mass incarceration disproportionately affects African Americans and other minorities. Although African
Americans constitute a smaller percentage of drug users compared to whites, they represent a major
proportion of drug-related arrests and convictions. The thesis argues that this disparity is not coincidental
but a deliberate mechanism of social control that mirrors the racial segregation of the Jim Crow era.

Legalized Discrimination Post-Conviction

Once labeled a felon, individuals face legalized discrimination in employment, housing, education, and voting
rights. The new jim crow thesis emphasizes that this system of “second-class citizenship” creates a racial
underclass, effectively excluding millions from full participation in society, much like the disenfranchisement
practices under Jim Crow laws.

Systemic Reinforcement Through Policy

The thesis points to policies such as mandatory minimum sentences, three-strikes laws, and the privatization of
prisons as institutional reinforcements that maintain mass incarceration. These policies disproportionately
impact minority communities and sustain the racial caste system embedded within the criminal justice framework.

Impact on the Criminal Justice System

The new jim crow thesis critically assesses how the criminal justice system's policies, practices, and
enforcement contribute to racial disparities. It reveals how law enforcement, judicial proceedings, and
correctional institutions perpetuate racial bias and inequality.

Disproportionate Policing and Sentencing

Policing strategies such as stop-and-frisk disproportionately target African American neighborhoods, leading
to higher arrest rates. Sentencing disparities are also prevalent, with minority defendants receiving longer
sentences than their white counterparts for similar offenses. These patterns contribute to systemic racial bias
within criminal justice institutions.

Collateral Consequences of Conviction

Beyond incarceration, felony convictions carry lifelong consequences including disenfranchisement, exclusion
from public assistance programs, and barriers to reintegration. These collateral consequences
disproportionately affect African Americans, further entrenching racial inequalities within society.



Social and Economic Consequences

The new jim crow thesis highlights the extensive social and economic ramifications of mass incarceration on
African American communities. The thesis argues that these consequences reinforce racial inequality and hinder
social mobility.

Family and Community Disruption

Mass incarceration fractures families and destabilizes communities through the removal of large numbers of
working-age men and women. This disruption exacerbates poverty, limits educational opportunities for children,
and weakens social networks crucial for community resilience.

Economic Marginalization

Criminal records significantly limit employment prospects, leading to high unemployment and underemployment
among formerly incarcerated individuals. Economic marginalization contributes to cycles of poverty and
increases vulnerability to recidivism, perpetuating systemic racial disparities.

Political Disenfranchisement

Felony disenfranchisement laws prevent millions of African Americans from voting, reducing political
representation and influence. The new jim crow thesis underscores that this exclusion undermines democratic
participation and perpetuates racial inequalities in policy-making.

Critiques and Counterarguments

While the new jim crow thesis has been influential, it has also faced critiques and counterarguments from
scholars, policymakers, and activists. These critiques address the thesis’s interpretations, methodologies, and
implications.

Debates on Causality and Intent

Some critics argue that the thesis overemphasizes racial intent in criminal justice policies, suggesting that
economic factors, crime rates, and public safety concerns also significantly influence mass incarceration.
Others contend that the criminal justice system's racial disparities result from complex social dynamics rather
than a deliberate racial caste system.

Discussions on Reform and Policy Solutions

Critics also debate the efficacy of proposed reforms inspired by the thesis. While some advocate for
decarceration and restorative justice approaches, others emphasize law and order policies to combat crime.
These differing perspectives highlight challenges in addressing systemic racial disparities within existing political
and social frameworks.

Contemporary Relevance and Reform Efforts

The new jim crow thesis remains highly relevant in contemporary discussions on racial justice, criminal justice



reform, and social equity. Its impact extends beyond academic discourse to influence activism, public policy, and
legal challenges.

Influence on Social Movements

The thesis has inspired movements such as Black Lives Matter, which focus on ending racial profiling, police
violence, and mass incarceration. These movements use the new jim crow framework to advocate for systemic
change and racial justice.

Policy Initiatives and Legislative Changes

Recent reforms at state and federal levels reflect growing acknowledgment of mass incarceration’s racial
dimensions. Efforts include sentencing reform, expansion of voting rights for felons, and initiatives to reduce
mandatory minimum sentences. These reforms align with the goal of dismantling the racial caste system described
by the new jim crow thesis.

Challenges Ahead

Despite progress, significant challenges remain in addressing the entrenched racial disparities in the criminal
justice system. Persistent political resistance, economic interests, and social attitudes complicate reform
efforts, underscoring the ongoing importance of the new jim crow thesis in public discourse.

Understanding historical racial control mechanisms is essential to grasping the new jim crow thesis.

The thesis identifies mass incarceration as a system of racial caste analogous to Jim Crow laws.

Criminal justice policies disproportionately affect African Americans through policing, sentencing, and
post-conviction discrimination.

Social and economic consequences include family disruption, economic marginalization, and political
disenfranchisement.

Critiques highlight complexities in causality and policy responses but do not negate systemic racial
disparities.

The thesis continues to influence contemporary social movements and reform initiatives focused on
racial justice.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main argument of 'The New Jim Crow' thesis?

The main argument of 'The New Jim Crow' thesis is that mass incarceration in the United States functions as a
contemporary system of racial control, similar to the Jim Crow laws, disproportionately targeting African
Americans and effectively relegating them to a permanent second-class status.



Who is the author of 'The New Jim Crow' and what inspired the thesis?

Michelle Alexander is the author of 'The New Jim Crow.' Her thesis was inspired by the observation that the U.S.
criminal justice system, particularly the War on Drugs, has created a racial caste system that marginalizes
Black Americans.

How does 'The New Jim Crow' thesis relate to the War on Drugs?

The thesis argues that the War on Drugs has been a central mechanism in creating the new racial caste system
by disproportionately targeting Black communities, leading to mass incarceration and the loss of civil rights
for millions of African Americans.

What are the social consequences highlighted in 'The New Jim Crow' thesis?

The social consequences include widespread disenfranchisement, limited employment and housing opportunities,
social stigma, and the perpetuation of racial inequality through systemic discrimination against formerly
incarcerated individuals, predominantly African Americans.

How has 'The New Jim Crow' thesis influenced criminal justice reform
movements?

The thesis has galvanized activists, scholars, and policymakers by framing mass incarceration as a civil rights
issue, inspiring calls for reforms such as sentencing reform, ending the War on Drugs, and addressing racial
biases in policing and the legal system.

What criticisms have been raised against 'The New Jim Crow' thesis?

Critics argue that the thesis oversimplifies complex issues by attributing mass incarceration primarily to
racial control, underestimating other factors like crime rates, and that it may overlook progress in criminal
justice reforms and the roles of individual agency.

How does 'The New Jim Crow' thesis compare the current system to
historical Jim Crow laws?

The thesis draws parallels between historical Jim Crow laws that enforced racial segregation and
disenfranchisement and the current system of mass incarceration, which similarly restricts the rights and
freedoms of African Americans through legal and social means.

What role does racial bias play according to 'The New Jim Crow' thesis?

Racial bias is central to the thesis, as it claims that law enforcement, judicial practices, and policies
disproportionately target Black individuals, resulting in systemic discrimination and unequal treatment within
the criminal justice system.

Can 'The New Jim Crow' thesis be applied globally or is it specific to the
United States?

While the thesis specifically addresses the U.S. context, particularly its history of racial segregation and
mass incarceration, some scholars suggest that similar patterns of systemic racial control through criminal
justice systems can be observed in other countries, though the dynamics and histories differ.



Additional Resources
1. The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness
Michelle Alexander’s seminal work explores how the U.S. criminal justice system functions as a contemporary
system of racial control, disproportionately targeting African Americans. She argues that mass incarceration
has created a racial underclass, similar to the Jim Crow laws of the past. The book has sparked widespread
discussion about race, justice, and inequality in America.

2. Locking Up Our Own: Crime and Punishment in Black America
Written by James Forman Jr., this book examines the role of Black leaders and communities in shaping policies
that contributed to mass incarceration. It offers a nuanced perspective on how well-intentioned efforts to
reduce crime sometimes had unintended consequences. The book provides historical context to understand the
complexities behind the criminal justice system’s racial disparities.

3. From the War on Poverty to the War on Crime: The Making of Mass Incarceration in America
Elizabeth Hinton traces the origins of mass incarceration back to policy shifts during the 1960s and 1970s.
She argues that punitive measures replaced social welfare programs, disproportionately affecting Black
communities. This detailed historical account sheds light on the political and social forces behind the rise of
the carceral state.

4. Punishment and Inequality in America
By Bruce Western, this book analyzes the relationship between incarceration and social inequality. Western
presents empirical evidence showing how imprisonment exacerbates economic disparities and hinders social
mobility, especially for minorities. The work emphasizes the long-term consequences of mass incarceration on
American society.

5. Golden Gulag: Prisons, Surplus, Crisis, and Opposition in Globalizing California
Ruth Wilson Gilmore explores the expansion of the prison system in California, linking it to economic and
political changes. She argues that prison growth is tied to capitalist crises and racialized social control. The
book combines geography, history, and social theory to explain the rise of the prison-industrial complex.

6. Are Prisons Obsolete?
Angela Y. Davis challenges the necessity and morality of prisons in modern society. She critiques the prison-
industrial complex and advocates for alternatives to incarceration, highlighting racial and economic injustices
within the system. The book is a critical call for rethinking punishment and justice.

7. Race to Incarcerate
By Marc Mauer, this book offers an accessible overview of the causes and consequences of mass incarceration
in the U.S. Mauer details how policies have disproportionately impacted communities of color and critiques the
rising prison population. The book also explores reform efforts and the need for systemic change.

8. Invisible No More: Police Violence Against Black Women and Women of Color
Andrea Ritchie’s work expands the conversation about racial injustice in the criminal justice system to include
the experiences of Black women and women of color. She documents cases of police violence and examines the
intersections of race, gender, and class. The book highlights often overlooked victims of systemic oppression.

9. From #BlackLivesMatter to Black Liberation
Keeanga-Yamahtta Taylor connects historical and contemporary struggles against racial oppression,
including mass incarceration. She critiques systemic racism in policing and the justice system while exploring
grassroots movements for racial justice. The book situates the New Jim Crow thesis within broader efforts for
Black liberation.
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  the new jim crow thesis: A CALL TO ACTION: Practically Reversing the Trends of Mass
Incarceration Dr. Herron Keyon Gaston, 2019-02-28 A Call to Action By: Dr. Herron Keyon Gaston A
Call to Action: Practically Reversing the Trends of Mass Incarceration explores and establishes a
blueprint for United Methodist Churches based on the current Mission Plan for Restorative Justice
Ministries (MPRJM). This Mission Plan could be used internally or externally within the United
Methodist Church and beyond to begin to deal with the issues associated with the large numbers of
persons leaving the prison system and reentering communities where the connectional system of the
United Methodist Churches is established, and where other church denominations are in general, to
assist retuning prisoners with reentry and restorative justice programs and ministries. A Call to
Action is for the United Methodist Church to use its historical work in this area along with its unique
reformative connectional system. The United Methodist Church is poised to lead in this area because
of its creed, structure, and connectional emphasis on mission work, outreach, and methodical
steadfastness to deliver and foster justice and the restorative process among former prisoners. The
Summerfield United Methodist Church Prison Reentry Model in Bridgeport, Connecticut, was
identified as one of the unique prison reentry and restorative justice type programs to further
explore this initiative. Using the Summerfield model as a starting point for this project, Gaston
invited parishioners to participate in focus group sessions in May 2017. A group of twenty-five
parishioners of varying socioeconomic backgrounds volunteered to participate. The main discussion
centered on the current prison fellowship ministry and whether members believed that they were
making a difference in their own community. This book has implications for the ministerial practice
for dealing with those who have transgressed — and how the United Methodist Church must use its
spiritual and connectional resources to reform, redeem, and restore formerly incarcerated
individuals back to God and to humanity.
  the new jim crow thesis: Decarcerating Disability Liat Ben-Moshe, 2020-05-19 This vital
addition to carceral, prison, and disability studies draws important new links between
deinstitutionalization and decarceration Prison abolition and decarceration are increasingly debated,
but it is often without taking into account the largest exodus of people from carceral facilities in the
twentieth century: the closure of disability institutions and psychiatric hospitals. Decarcerating
Disability provides a much-needed corrective, combining a genealogy of deinstitutionalization with
critiques of the current prison system. Liat Ben-Moshe provides groundbreaking case studies that
show how abolition is not an unattainable goal but rather a reality, and how it plays out in different
arenas of incarceration—antipsychiatry, the field of intellectual disabilities, and the fight against the
prison-industrial complex. Ben-Moshe discusses a range of topics, including why
deinstitutionalization is often wrongly blamed for the rise in incarceration; who resists decarceration
and deinstitutionalization, and the coalitions opposing such resistance; and how understanding
deinstitutionalization as a form of residential integration makes visible intersections with racial
desegregation. By connecting deinstitutionalization with prison abolition, Decarcerating Disability
also illuminates some of the limitations of disability rights and inclusion discourses, as well as tactics
such as litigation, in securing freedom. Decarcerating Disability’s rich analysis of lived experience,
history, and culture helps to chart a way out of a failing system of incarceration.
  the new jim crow thesis: Fifty Key Scholars in Black Social Thought Marie-Claude
Jipguep-Akhtar, Nazneen M. Khan, 2024-10-15 Fifty Key Scholars in Black Social Thought is a
collaborative volume that uplifts and explores the intellectual activism and scholarly contributions of
Black social thinkers. It implores readers to integrate the research of Black scholars into their
teaching and research, and fundamentally, to rethink the dominant epistemological claims and
philosophical underpinnings of the Western social sciences. The volume features 50 chapters,
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written by 55 scholars who explore the diverse contributions of notable Black thinkers, both
historical and contemporary. Four thematic areas organize this work—Black epistemology, Black
geopolitics, Black oppression and resistance, and Black families and communities. Through a close
analysis of the fifty thinkers presented here, the chapters explore these themes while dismantling
the whitewashed disciplinary histories, methodologies, and content that obscure and/or subjugate
the significance of Black social thought. In addition to offering insightful and timely analysis, each
chapter offers suggested readings for readers who would like to dive deeper into the work of Black
social thinkers. This volume offers an accessible starting point for exploring the work of Black
scholars past and present and their contributions to sociology and the social sciences more broadly.
It is useful to students, academics, practitioners, and the lay public who are curious about Black
social thought.
  the new jim crow thesis: Anti-Black Racism in America Thomas F. Pettigrew, 2025 This
book presents a fresh, comprehensive look at American Black-White relations. Drawing on his
decades of experience at the intersection of social psychology and intergroup relations, Thomas F.
Pettigrew demonstrates the advances made in recent years that promise a decline in anti-Black
racism--especially in politics and education, but also highlights where American racism remains
firmly entrenched--in economics, housing, and the justice system. The book emphasizes the central
importance of segregated housing that restrains both interracial contact and the growth of
Black-American wealth. It closes with new proposal for Black reparations that could be generated
from billionaires alone.
  the new jim crow thesis: Killing African Americans Noel A. Cazenave, 2018-05-16 Killing
African Americans examines the pervasive, disproportionate, and persistent police and vigilante
killings of African Americans in the United States as a racial control mechanism that sustains the
racial control system of systemic racism. Noel A. Cazenave’s well-researched and conceptualized
historical sociological study is one of the first books to focus exclusively on those killings and to treat
them as political violence. Few issues have received as much conventional and social media
attention in the United States over the past few years or have, for decades now, sparked so many
protests and so often strained race relations to a near breaking point. Because of both its timely and
its enduring relevance, Killing African Americans can reach a large audience composed not only of
students and scholars, but also of Movement for Black Lives activists, politicians, public policy
analysts, concerned police officers and other criminal justice professionals, and anyone else eager to
better understand this American nightmare and its solutions from a progressive and informed
African American perspective.
  the new jim crow thesis: Rights and Wrongs William C. Heffernan, 2019-04-12 This book
seeks to explain why the concept of justice is critical to the study of criminal justice. Heffernan
makes such a case by treating state-sponsored punishment as the defining feature of criminal
justice. In particular, this work accounts for the state’s role as a surrogate for victims of
wrongdoing, and so makes it possible to integrate victimology scholarship into its justice-based
framework. In arguing that punishment may be imposed only for wrongdoing, the book proposes a
criterion for repudiating the legal paternalism that informs drug-possession laws. Rethinking the
Foundations of Criminal Justice outlines steps for taming the state’s power to punish offenders; in
particular, it draws on restorative justice research to outline possibilities for a penology that
emphasizes offenders’ humanity. Through its examination of equality issues, the book integrates
recent work on the social justice/criminal justice connection into the scholarly literature on
punishment, and so will particularly appeal to those interested in criminal justice theory.
  the new jim crow thesis: The Political Roots of Racial Tracking in American Criminal
Justice Nina M. Moore, 2015-01-26 This book examines the role of the public and policy makers in
enabling the race problem in the American criminal justice system.
  the new jim crow thesis: Pacifying the Homeland Brendan McQuade, 2019-08-06 The
United States has poured over a billion dollars into a network of interagency intelligence centers
called “fusion centers.” These centers were ostensibly set up to prevent terrorism, but politicians,



the press, and policy advocates have criticized them for failing on this account. So why do these
security systems persist? Pacifying the Homeland travels inside the secret world of intelligence
fusion, looks beyond the apparent failure of fusion centers, and reveals a broader shift away from
mass incarceration and toward a more surveillance- and police-intensive system of social regulation.
Provided with unprecedented access to domestic intelligence centers, Brendan McQuade uncovers
how the institutionalization of intelligence fusion enables decarceration without fully addressing the
underlying social problems at the root of mass incarceration. The result is a startling analysis that
contributes to the debates on surveillance, mass incarceration, and policing and challenges readers
to see surveillance, policing, mass incarceration, and the security state in an entirely new light.
  the new jim crow thesis: Black Silent Majority Michael Javen Fortner, 2015-09-28
Aggressive policing and draconian sentencing have disproportionately imprisoned millions of African
Americans for drug-related offenses. Michael Javen Fortner shows that in the 1970s these punitive
policies toward addicts and pushers enjoyed the support of many working-class and middle-class
blacks, angry about the chaos in their own neighborhoods.
  the new jim crow thesis: Handbook of Classroom Management Edward J. Sabornie, Dorothy L.
Espelage, 2022-09-22 The Handbook of Classroom Management, Third Edition, is an authoritative
treatment of the latest science and development in the study of classroom management in schools.
Evidence-based classroom management practices and programs are essential to enhancing students’
academic, behavioral, social-emotional, and motivational outcomes across grade levels. This
comprehensive volume collects scholarship and cutting-edge research for graduate students and
faculty of psychology, teacher education, curriculum and instruction, special education, and beyond.
The book has been thoroughly revised and expanded with updated coverage of foundational topics
such as effective instruction, preventative strategies, positive behavior intervention and supports,
family–school relationships, legal issues, and other related topics, while also giving new attention to
social justice, students on the autism spectrum, and adaptations across urban, rural, and virtual
contexts.
  the new jim crow thesis: The Economics of Prevailing Wage Laws Peter Philips,
2017-03-02 Prevailing wage laws affecting the construction industry in the United States exist at the
Federal and State levels. These laws require that construction workers employed by contractors on
government works be paid at least the wage rates and fringe benefits 'prevailing' for similar work
where government contract work is performed. The federal law (Davis-Bacon Act) was passed in
1931. By 1969 four fifth of States had enacted prevailing wage legislation. In the 1970s, facing fiscal
crises, States considered repealing their laws in an effort to reduce construction costs, and since
1979 nine States have repealed their laws. These repeals at State level along with unsuccessful
attempts to repeal the Davis-Bacon Act have pushed prevailing wages to the forefront of public
policy and controversy. This book, for the first time, brings together scholarly research in the
economics of prevailing wages placed in historical and institutional context.
  the new jim crow thesis: The Pre-Crime Society Bruce A. Arrigo, Brian G. Sellers,
2021-07-30 We now live in a pre-crime society, in which information technology strategies and
techniques such as predictive policing, actuarial justice and surveillance penology are used to
achieve hyper-securitization. However, such securitization comes at a cost – the criminalization of
everyday life is guaranteed, justice functions as an algorithmic industry and punishment is
administered through dataveillance regimes. This pioneering book explores relevant theories,
developing technologies and institutional practices and explains how the pre-crime society operates
in the ‘ultramodern’ age of digital reality construction. Reviewing pre-crime's cultural and political
effects, the authors propose new directions in crime control policy.
  the new jim crow thesis: Reading Race Relationally Marlon Lieber, 2023-04-03 What does it
mean to write African American literature after the end of legalized segregation? In this study of
Colson Whitehead's first six novels, Marlon Lieber argues that this question has permeated the
Pulitzer Prize-winning author's writing since his 1999 debut The Intuitionist. Drawing on Pierre
Bourdieu's relational sociology and Marxist critical theory, Lieber shows that Whitehead's oeuvre



articulates the tension between the persistent presence of racism and transformations in the United
States' class structure, which reveals new modes of abjection. At the same time, Whitehead imagines
forms of writing that strive to transcend the histories of domination objectified in social structures
and embodied in the form of habitus.
  the new jim crow thesis: Race, Ethnicity, and Urbanization Howard N. Rabinowitz, 1994 In
14 reprinted essays that bring together his work in the fields of race relations, ethnicity, and urban
history, Rabinowitz introduces readers to some of the most important recent developments in these
fields, including the changing assessments of the nature of black leadership, the origins of
segregation, the expansion of urban history to include the South and the West, and the writing of
ethnic history. Annotation copyright by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR
  the new jim crow thesis: Reading, Writing, and the Rhetorics of Whiteness Wendy Ryden,
Ian Marshall, 2013-03 In this volume, Ryden and Marshall bring together the field of composition
and rhetoric with critical whiteness studies to show that in our post race era whiteness and racism
not only survive but actually thrive in higher education. As they examine the effects of racism on
contemporary literacy practices and the rhetoric by which white privilege maintains and reproduces
itself, Ryden and Marshall consider topics ranging from the emotional investment in whiteness to
the role of personal narrative in reconstituting racist identities to critiques of the foundational
premises of writing programs steeped in repudiation of despised discourses. Marshall and Ryden
alternate chapters to sustain a multi-layered dialogue that traces the rhetorical complexities and
contradictions of teaching English and writing in a university setting. Their lived experiences as
faculty and administrators serve to underscore the complex code of whiteness even as they push to
decode it and demonstrate how their own pedagogical practices are raced and racialized in multiple
ways. Collectively, the essays ask instructors and administrators to consider more carefully the
pernicious nature of whiteness in their professional activities and how it informs our practices.
  the new jim crow thesis: African Americans and Criminal Justice Delores D. Jones-Brown,
Beverly D. Frazier, Marvie Brooks, 2014-07-15 Does justice exist for Blacks in America? This
comprehensive compilation of essays documents the historical and contemporary impact of the law
and criminal justice system on people of African ancestry in the United States. African Americans
and Criminal Justice: An Encyclopedia comprises descriptive essays documenting the ways in which
people of African descent have been victimized by oppressive laws enacted by local, state, and
federal authorities in the United States. The entries also describe how Blacks became
disproportionately represented in national crime statistics, largely through their efforts to resist
legalized oppression in early American history, and present biographies of famous and infamous
Black criminal suspects and victims throughout early American history and in contemporary times.
Providing coverage of law and criminal justice practices from the precolonial period, including the
introduction of African slaves, up to practices in modern-day America, this encyclopedia presents a
frank and comprehensive view of how Americans of African descent have come to be viewed as
synonymous with criminality. This book represents an essential learning resource for all American
citizens, regardless of race or age.
  the new jim crow thesis: The Opening of American Law Herbert Hovenkamp, 2015 Two late
Victorian ideas disrupted American legal thought: the Darwinian theory of evolution and marginalist
economics. The legal thought that emerged can be called 'neoclassical', because it embodied ideas
that were radically new while retaining many elements of what had gone before. Although Darwinian
social science was developed earlier, in most legal disciplines outside of criminal law and race
theory marginalist approaches came to dominate. This book carries these themes through a variety
of legal subjects in both public and private law.
  the new jim crow thesis: Race and Racism in the United States Charles A. Gallagher,
Cameron D. Lippard, 2014-06-24 How is race defined and perceived in America today, and how do
these definitions and perceptions compare to attitudes 100 years ago... or 200 years ago? This
four-volume set is the definitive source for every topic related to race in the United States. In the
21st century, it is easy for some students and readers to believe that racism is a thing of the past; in



reality, old wounds have yet to heal, and new forms of racism are taking shape. Racism has played a
role in American society since the founding of the nation, in spite of the words all men are created
equal within the Declaration of Independence. This set is the largest and most complete of its kind,
covering every facet of race relations in the United States while providing information in a
user-friendly format that allows easy cross-referencing of related topics for efficient research and
learning. The work serves as an accessible tool for high school researchers, provides important
material for undergraduate students enrolled in a variety of humanities and social sciences courses,
and is an outstanding ready reference for race scholars. The entries provide readers with
comprehensive content supplemented by historical backgrounds, relevant examples from primary
documents, and first-hand accounts. Information is presented to interest and appeal to readers but
also to support critical inquiry and understanding. A fourth volume of related primary documents
supplies additional reading and resources for research.
  the new jim crow thesis: Dixie Redux Raymond Arsenault, 2013-11-01 Dixie Redux: Essays in
Honor of Sheldon Hackney is a collection of original essays written by some of the nation’s most
distinguished historians. Each of the contributors has a personal as well as a professional connection
to Sheldon Hackney, a distinguished scholar in his own right who has served as Provost of Princeton
University, president of Tulane University and the University of Pennsylvania, and the chairman of
the National Endowment for the Humanities. In a variety of roles–teacher, mentor, colleague,
administrator, writer, and friend–Sheldon Hackney has been a source of wisdom, empowerment, and
wise counsel during more than four decades of historical and educational achievement. His life, both
inside and outside the academy, has focused on issues closely related to civil rights, social justice,
and the vagaries of race, class, regional culture, and national identity. Each of the essays in this
volume touches upon one or more of these important issues–themes that have animated Sheldon
Hackney’s scholarly and professional life.
  the new jim crow thesis: The Highest Stage of White Supremacy John Whitson Cell,
1982-10-29 This book analyses the origins of segregation in South Africa and the American South.
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