
the origins of political order

the origins of political order trace back to the earliest forms of human
social organization and governance. Understanding how political systems
emerged provides critical insight into the development of modern states,
institutions, and legal frameworks. This article explores the historical,
anthropological, and sociopolitical factors that contributed to the formation
of political order, examining the transition from tribal societies to complex
civilizations. Key themes include the role of social cooperation, the
establishment of authority, the development of laws, and the influence of
economic and military structures. By analyzing these foundational elements,
the origins of political order can be better understood in the context of
human evolution and societal needs. The following sections will cover the
emergence of early political structures, the institutionalization of
authority, and the evolution of governance mechanisms.

Early Human Societies and Social Organization

The Emergence of Authority and Governance

Institutionalization of Political Order

Legal Systems and Rule of Law

The Role of Warfare and Economic Factors

Early Human Societies and Social Organization
The foundations of political order can be traced to the social structures of
early human societies. Before formal states existed, humans lived in small,
kin-based groups characterized by cooperation and shared responsibilities.
These groups maintained social cohesion through customs, traditions, and
informal leadership roles rather than centralized authority. The origins of
political order during this period were largely influenced by the need to
manage resources, resolve conflicts, and coordinate collective activities
such as hunting and gathering.

Band and Tribal Societies
Band and tribal societies represent the earliest forms of human social
organization. Bands consisted of small, mobile groups typically composed of
extended families, while tribes were larger and more permanent, often united
by language, culture, and lineage. Leadership in these societies was usually
informal, based on consensus, respect, or demonstrated skills rather than



coercive power. The political order in these groups was fluid and
decentralized, relying heavily on social norms and kinship ties to maintain
harmony and cooperation.

Social Cooperation and Reciprocity
Social cooperation was essential to survival in early human communities and
formed a basis for the origins of political order. Reciprocity—mutual
exchange of goods and services—strengthened bonds among individuals and
groups. This system created obligations and trust, which were enforced
through social sanctions rather than formal laws. The establishment of
cooperative relationships laid the groundwork for more complex political
arrangements by fostering interdependence and shared interests.

The Emergence of Authority and Governance
As human populations grew and societies became more complex, the need for
centralized authority and formal governance structures arose. The origins of
political order are marked by the gradual emergence of leaders who exercised
control over resources, decision-making, and conflict resolution. These
leaders often derived their authority from a combination of tradition,
charisma, and coercive power. The centralization of authority allowed for
more efficient management of social affairs and the development of
institutions.

Chiefdoms and Early States
Chiefdoms represent an intermediate stage in the evolution of political order
between tribal societies and fully developed states. In chiefdoms, a single
leader or elite group exercised authority over multiple communities, often
controlling redistribution of resources and organizing labor for collective
projects. Early states further formalized political authority by establishing
bureaucracies, codified laws, and standing armies. The consolidation of power
in these entities marked a significant advancement in the origins of
political order.

Legitimacy and Power
Legitimacy became a crucial factor in maintaining political order as
authority centralized. Leaders needed to justify their right to govern, which
was often achieved through religious sanction, tradition, or demonstration of
military strength. The concept of legitimate power distinguished rulers who
maintained social stability from those who governed through fear or force
alone. Establishing legitimacy helped institutionalize political order and
facilitated the acceptance of hierarchical governance.



Institutionalization of Political Order
The institutionalization of political order involved the creation of formal
structures, roles, and procedures to regulate social and political life.
Institutions such as governments, legal systems, and administrative bodies
provided stability, predictability, and continuity. This process was
essential for managing increasingly complex societies and for the transition
from personalized rule to impersonal bureaucracy.

Bureaucracy and Administration
One of the defining features of institutionalized political order is the
development of bureaucracy. Bureaucracies consist of specialized officials
and administrative apparatuses responsible for implementing policies,
collecting taxes, and maintaining order. The origins of political order are
closely linked to the rise of such administrative systems, which enabled
rulers to extend their control over larger territories and populations.

Checks and Balances
To prevent abuses of power and ensure governance effectiveness, early
political orders began incorporating mechanisms of checks and balances. These
included division of authority among different offices or branches, customary
limits on ruler powers, and systems for dispute resolution. The establishment
of such controls contributed to the durability and legitimacy of political
institutions, reinforcing the order they sought to maintain.

Legal Systems and Rule of Law
The development of legal systems was a pivotal component in the origins of
political order. Laws codified social norms, regulated behavior, and provided
frameworks for resolving disputes. The rule of law emerged as a principle
that political authority must operate within established legal boundaries,
ensuring fairness and accountability.

Codification of Laws
Ancient civilizations such as Mesopotamia and Egypt pioneered the
codification of laws, producing written legal codes that set out rights,
responsibilities, and penalties. These codes formalized the expectations of
citizens and rulers alike, promoting consistency and reducing arbitrary
governance. The existence of written law was instrumental in shaping modern
concepts of governance and justice.



Enforcement and Judicial Systems
Legal codes required enforcement mechanisms, leading to the creation of
judicial institutions and law enforcement officials. Courts and judges
interpreted and applied laws, while enforcement bodies ensured compliance.
Together, these institutions upheld the rule of law, contributing to the
stability and predictability necessary for political order to function
effectively.

The Role of Warfare and Economic Factors
Military conflict and economic development played significant roles in
shaping the origins of political order. Warfare often necessitated
centralized leadership and organized defense, while economic complexity
demanded regulation and coordination. These factors accelerated the evolution
of political institutions and the consolidation of power.

Impact of Warfare on Political Centralization
Frequent warfare and external threats encouraged the emergence of strong
leadership and centralized authority. To mobilize resources and coordinate
defense, early political orders developed standing armies and hierarchical
command structures. Military success reinforced rulers’ legitimacy and
facilitated territorial expansion, further solidifying political order.

Economic Integration and State Formation
Economic factors such as agriculture, trade, and resource management
influenced the origins of political order by creating interdependent
communities. The expansion of markets and production required regulation,
taxation, and infrastructure development. Political institutions evolved to
manage these economic complexities, promoting stability and growth.

Coordination of resource distribution

Taxation systems to fund public goods

Regulation of trade and property rights

Infrastructure development, including roads and irrigation



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Origins of Political
Order' by Francis Fukuyama?
'The Origins of Political Order' explores the development of political
institutions from prehuman times to the French Revolution, focusing on how
societies transition from tribal groups to complex states with rule of law
and accountable government.

How does 'The Origins of Political Order' define
political order?
Political order is defined as a stable system of governance that includes a
centralized state, rule of law, and accountable government, which together
maintain social order and enable collective decision-making.

What are the three pillars of political order
discussed in the book?
The three pillars are the state (centralized authority), rule of law (legal
frameworks that constrain power), and accountable government (leaders who are
responsible to the people or their representatives).

Why does Francis Fukuyama emphasize the importance
of the state in political development?
Fukuyama argues that a strong, centralized state is essential for enforcing
laws, providing security, and managing resources, which are necessary
foundations for political and social development.

How does 'The Origins of Political Order' address
the role of religion in political development?
The book discusses how religion has historically shaped moral codes and
social norms, influencing political institutions and legitimizing authority
in various societies.

What examples does Fukuyama use to illustrate early
political development?
Fukuyama examines societies such as early China, India, and Europe to
demonstrate different paths to state formation, rule of law, and accountable
government.



How does the concept of 'patrimonialism' relate to
the origins of political order?
'Patrimonialism' refers to a system where political power is treated as
personal property. Fukuyama highlights how overcoming patrimonialism is
critical to establishing impersonal, rule-based governance.

What role does war play in the formation of
political order according to Fukuyama?
War often acts as a catalyst for state-building by necessitating centralized
authority and organizational capacity to mobilize resources and maintain
security.

How does Fukuyama's work contribute to our
understanding of modern political institutions?
'The Origins of Political Order' provides a deep historical context for how
political institutions evolved, helping explain why some countries have
stable governance systems while others struggle with state-building and rule
of law.

Additional Resources
1. The Origins of Political Order: From Prehuman Times to the French
Revolution by Francis Fukuyama
This seminal work explores the development of political institutions from
early human societies through the French Revolution. Fukuyama examines how
states, rule of law, and accountable government emerged in different cultures
and historical contexts. The book combines history, anthropology, and
political science to explain the factors that contribute to political order
and stability.

2. States and Social Revolutions: A Comparative Analysis of France, Russia,
and China by Theda Skocpol
Skocpol investigates how social revolutions arise and transform political
orders by comparing the cases of France, Russia, and China. She argues that
social structures, state capacity, and international pressures are crucial in
shaping revolutionary outcomes. The book provides a theoretical framework for
understanding the collapse and reconstruction of political orders.

3. Political Order and Political Decay: From the Industrial Revolution to the
Globalization of Democracy by Francis Fukuyama
This sequel to Fukuyama’s earlier work traces the evolution of political
institutions in the modern era. It analyzes how political order can
deteriorate due to corruption, weak governance, and institutional decay. The
book offers insights into the challenges facing contemporary democracies and
the importance of building resilient political systems.



4. The Social Contract by Jean-Jacques Rousseau
A foundational text in political philosophy, Rousseau’s work introduces the
idea that legitimate political authority arises from a social contract agreed
upon by individuals. He explores the origins of political order as a
collective agreement to form a society that protects the common good. The
book has influenced countless theories about democracy, sovereignty, and
governance.

5. Leviathan by Thomas Hobbes
Hobbes’ classic treatise argues that political order originates from a social
contract where individuals surrender certain freedoms to a sovereign
authority to escape the chaos of the state of nature. The book emphasizes the
necessity of a strong central authority to maintain peace and prevent civil
war. It remains a cornerstone in discussions of political legitimacy and
authority.

6. The Formation of National States in Western Europe by Charles Tilly
Tilly explores how warfare, state-building, and political consolidation in
Western Europe led to the formation of modern nation-states. He highlights
the role of coercion, capital, and administrative innovations in establishing
political order. The book provides a historical perspective on the emergence
of centralized political institutions.

7. Democracy and Its Critics by Robert A. Dahl
Dahl examines the origins and development of democratic political order,
addressing the challenges and criticisms democracy faces. He discusses the
conditions necessary for democracy to thrive, including political equality
and participation. This work offers a comprehensive analysis of democratic
theory and institutional design.

8. The Origins of Political Order: From Prehuman Times to the French
Revolution by Francis Fukuyama
This book offers a sweeping narrative on how political institutions emerged
and evolved over millennia. Fukuyama integrates insights from history,
sociology, and political theory to explain the foundations of political
order. It remains a key text for understanding the complex processes behind
state formation and governance.

9. Why Nations Fail: The Origins of Power, Prosperity, and Poverty by Daron
Acemoglu and James A. Robinson
Acemoglu and Robinson analyze the political and economic institutions that
determine the success or failure of nations. They argue that inclusive
political institutions are essential for sustained prosperity and political
order. The book combines historical case studies with economic theory to
explain institutional development and decline.
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  the origins of political order: The Origins of Political Order Francis Fukuyama, 2011-04-12
A landmark history of the origins of modern democratic societies by one of our most important
political thinkers. A New York Times Notable Book for 2011 A Globe and Mail Best Books of the Year
2011 Title A Kirkus Reviews Best Nonfiction of 2011 title Virtually all human societies were once
organized tribally, yet over time most developed new political institutions which included a central
state that could keep the peace and uniform laws that applied to all citizens. Some went on to create
governments that were accountable to their constituents. We take these institutions for granted, but
they are absent or are unable to perform in many of today's developing countries—with often
disastrous consequences for the rest of the world. Francis Fukuyama, author of the bestselling The
End of History and the Last Man and one of our most important political thinkers, provides a
sweeping account of how today's basic political institutions developed. The first of a major
two-volume work, The Origins of Political Order begins with politics among our primate ancestors
and follows the story through the emergence of tribal societies, the growth of the first modern state
in China, the beginning of the rule of law in India and the Middle East, and the development of
political accountability in Europe up until the eve of the French Revolution. Drawing on a vast body
of knowledge—history, evolutionary biology, archaeology, and economics—Fukuyama has produced
a brilliant, provocative work that offers fresh insights on the origins of democratic societies and
raises essential questions about the nature of politics and its discontents.
  the origins of political order: Political Order and Political Decay Francis Fukuyama,
2014-09-30 In 'The Origins of Political Order', Francis Fukuyama took us from the dawn of mankind
to the French and American Revolutions. Here, he picks up the thread again in the second
instalment of his definitive account of mankind's emergence as a political animal. This is the story of
how state, law, and democracy developed after these cataclysmic events, how the modern landscape
- with its uneasy tension between dictatorships and liberal democracies - evolved and, finally, how in
the United States and in other developed democracies, unmistakable signs of decay have emerged
  the origins of political order: The Origins of Political Order Francis Fukuyama, 2011
Nations are not trapped by their pasts, but events that happened hundreds or even thousands of
years ago continue to exert huge influence on present-day politics. If we are to understand the
politics that we now take for granted, we need to understand its origins. Francis Fukuyama
examines the paths that different societies have taken to reach their current forms of political order.
This book starts with the very beginning of mankind and comes right up to the eve of the French and
American revolutions, spanning such diverse disciplines as economics, anthropology and geography.
The Origins of Political Order is a magisterial study on the emergence of mankind as a political
animal, by one of the most eminent political thinkers writing today.
  the origins of political order: The Origins of Political Order Francis Fukuyama, 2011-05-12
Nations are not trapped by their pasts, but events that happened hundreds or even thousands of
years ago continue to exert huge influence on present-day politics. If we are to understand the
politics that we now take for granted, we need to understand its origins. Francis Fukuyama
examines the paths that different societies have taken to reach their current forms of political order.
This book starts with the very beginning of mankind and comes right up to the eve of the French and
American revolutions, spanning such diverse disciplines as economics, anthropology and geography.
The Origins of Political Order is a magisterial study on the emergence of mankind as a political
animal, by one of the most eminent political thinkers writing today.
  the origins of political order: The First Political Order Valerie M. Hudson, Donna Lee Bowen,
Perpetua Lynne Nielsen, 2020-03-17 Global history records an astonishing variety of forms of social
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organization. Yet almost universally, males subordinate females. How does the relationship between
men and women shape the wider political order? The First Political Order is a groundbreaking
demonstration that the persistent and systematic subordination of women underlies all other
institutions, with wide-ranging implications for global security and development. Incorporating
research findings spanning a variety of social science disciplines and comprehensive empirical data
detailing the status of women around the globe, the book shows that female subordination functions
almost as a curse upon nations. A society’s choice to subjugate women has significant negative
consequences: worse governance, worse conflict, worse stability, worse economic performance,
worse food security, worse health, worse demographic problems, worse environmental protection,
and worse social progress. Yet despite the pervasive power of social and political structures that
subordinate women, history—and the data—reveal possibilities for progress. The First Political
Order shows that when steps are taken to reduce the hold of inequitable laws, customs, and
practices, outcomes for all improve. It offers a new paradigm for understanding insecurity,
instability, autocracy, and violence, explaining what the international community can do now to
promote more equitable relations between men and women and, thereby, security and peace. With
comprehensive empirical evidence of the wide-ranging harm of subjugating women, it is an
important book for security scholars, social scientists, policy makers, historians, and advocates for
women worldwide.
  the origins of political order: Natural Law and the Origin of Political Economy Arild Saether,
2017-06-26 Samuel Pufendorf’s work on natural law and political economy was extensive and has
been cited by several important figures in the history of economic thought. Yet his name is rarely
mentioned in textbooks on the history of economic thought, the history of political science or the
history of philosophy. In this unprecedented study, Arild Sæther sheds new light both on Pufendorf’s
own life and work, as well as his influence on his contemporaries and on later scholars. This book
explores Pufendorf ’s doctrines of political economy and his work on natural law, which was
translated into several major European languages. Natural Law and the Origin of Political Economy
considers the influence he had on the writings on political economy of John Locke, Charles
Montesquieu, Jean-Jacques Rousseau, Francis Hutcheson and Adam Smith, amongst others. If Smith
can be called the father of modern economics, this book claims that Pufendorf can be called the
grandfather. This volume is of great importance to those who study Pufendorf ’s extensive works, as
well as those interested in history of economic thought, political economy and political philosophy.
  the origins of political order: The Origins of Political Order Francis Fukuyama, 2011
  the origins of political order: Francis Fukuyama and the End of History Howard Williams,
E Gwynn Matthews, David Sullivan, 2016-07-20 Fukuyama’s concept of the End of History has been
one of the most widely debated theories of international politics since the end of the Cold War. This
book discusses Fukuyama’s claim that liberal democracy alone is able to satisfy the human
aspiration for freedom and dignity, and explores the way in which his thinking is part of a
philosophical tradition which includes Kant, Hegel and Marx. Two new chapters in this second
edition discuss the ways in which Fukuyama’s thinking has developed – they include his celebrated
and controversial criticism of neoconservatism and his complex intellectual relationship to Samuel
Huntington, whose Clash of Civilization thesis he rejects but whose notion of political decay is
central to his more recent work. The authors here argue that Fukuyama’s continuing fundamental
contributions to debates concerning the spread of democracy and threat of global terror mark him
out as one of the most important thinkers of the twenty-first century.
  the origins of political order: The History of Political Theory and Other Essays John Dunn,
1996 A collection of penetrating essays on political thought - past, present and future - by a major
commentator.
  the origins of political order: The Rise and Fall of Political Orders Richard Ned Lebow,
2018-09-13 Drawing on political theory, comparative politics, international relations, psychology and
classics, Ned Lebow offers insights into why social and political orders form, how they evolve, and
why and how they decline. Following The Tragic Vision of Politics and A Cultural Theory of



International Relations, this book thus completes Lebow's trilogy with an original theory of political
order. He identifies long- and short-term threats to political order that are associated respectively
with shifts in the relative appeal of principles of justice and lack of self-restraint by elites. Two
chapters explore the consequences of late-modernity for democracy in the United States, and
another chapter, co-authored with Martin Dimitrov, the consequences for authoritarianism in China.
The Rise and Fall of Political Orders forges new links between political theory and political science
via the explicit connection it makes between normative goals and empirical research.
  the origins of political order: The Bloomsbury Handbook of the Philosophy of the
Historical Sciences and Big History Aviezer Tucker, David Cernín, 2025-08-21 This handbook
examines the philosophy of the historical sciences and their synthesis in concepts like Big or Deep
History. Written by interdisciplinary philosophers, historians, and scientists, it acts as a valuable
guide for anybody interested in scientific knowledge of the deep past, Big History, and the
philosophy of science. The Bloomsbury Handbook of the Philosophy of the Historical Sciences and
Big History is the first philosophical reference work to recognize that History is not what it used to
be: the historical sciences, Deep History, Big History, and even the history of the Anthropocene have
now expanded the scope of historiography beyond that of literate civilizations to cover all scientific
inferences about the past, from the Big Bang through the history of the planet and the history of life
to the history of humanity. Different views about the scope of History have ontological, epistemic,
methodological, explanatory, ethical, and educational reasons and implications. The historical
sciences and the knowledge they have generated are founded on theories of knowledge of the past,
epistemology of history. The contributions in this book consider whether there are common
epistemic properties to all the historical sciences that distinguish them from non-historical or
theoretical sciences. The first part of the handbook examines the recent expansion of the scope of
the historical sciences in Big History, natural history, global history, and environmental history, and
older broader concepts of history like universal history and philosophy of history. The second part of
the handbook addresses the ontology and epistemology of the past, including the basic concepts of
the historical sciences such as origins, the end of history, determination and underdetermination,
contingency and necessity, historical predictions and counterfactuals, and historical pseudoscience.
The third part examines the philosophies of the special historical sciences, historical linguistics,
textual criticism, geology, evolutionary biology, systematics, archaeology, cosmology, history of the
environment, and most significantly, their integrations and combinations – for example, how
genetics, archaeology, and historical linguistics have generated a whole new knowledge of deep
human history. This collection offers an overview of what the philosophy of the historical sciences is
and is becoming for students and experts alike.
  the origins of political order: The Origins of the Bible and Early Modern Political Thought
Travis DeCook, 2021-03-18 Explores the cultural functions played in the sixteenth and seventeenth
centuries by accounts of the Bible's origins.
  the origins of political order: The Origins and Diversity of Axial Age Civilizations Shmuel N.
Eisenstadt, 2012-02-01 This book presents a new and original analysis of the great ancient
civilizations, focusing on the breakthroughs and their institutionalization in Greece, Israel, China,
and India. The conditions under which these civilizations developed are systematically explored. For
comparative purposes, the civilization of Assyria, where such a breakthrough did not take place is
analyzed. Attention is given to the transformation of modes of thought and symbolism. Special focus
is brought to the development of the great religions and the perception of tension between the
transcendental and mundane orders and between rulers and other elites.
  the origins of political order: The Crisis of Liberal Democracy in Contemporary Novels
Leander Møller Gøttcke, 2025-04-22 This book explores how contemporary novels reflect a profound
shift in Western culture, from the political optimism of the post-Cold War era to growing fears about
the future of liberal democracy. Analysing four major works – Karl Ove Knausgård's My Struggle
series, Zadie Smith's White Teeth, Boualem Sansal's 2084 and Michel Houellebecq's Submission – it
shows how these novels illuminate current social discontents and engages the anxieties of our time.



Where the so-called end-of-history narrative once promised a triumphant liberal democracy,
novelistic fiction today reflects a more ominous outlook: progressives are haunted by dystopian
visions of democratic decline, while reactionaries fear cultural displacement and yearn for a lost
Golden Age. Bridging literary analysis and political theory, the book offers new perspectives on how
literature engages with and challenges contemporary political narratives, making it a vital resource
for those interested in the intersection of politics and literature.
  the origins of political order: The Origins of Democratic Thinking Cynthia Farrar, 1988 Dr
Farrar argues that the development of political theory accompanied the growth of democracy at
Athens in the fifth century BC. By analysing the writings of Protagoras, Thucydides and Democritus
in the context of political developments and speculation about the universe, she reveals the
existence of a distinctive approach to the characterisation of democratic order, and in doing so
demonstrates the virtues of Thucydides' historical conception of politics.
  the origins of political order: Robustness and Fragility of Political Orders Richard Ned
Lebow, Ludvig Norman, 2022-11-24 This volume focuses on the assessments political actors make of
the relative fragility and robustness of political orders. The core argument developed and explored
throughout its different chapters is that such assessments are subjective and informed by
contextually specific historical experiences that have important implications for how leaders
respond. Their responses, in turn, feed into processes by which political orders change. The
volume's contributions span analyses of political orders at the state, regional and global levels. They
demonstrate that assessments of fragility and robustness have important policy implications but that
the accuracy of assessments can only be known with certainty ex post facto. The volume will appeal
to scholars and advanced students of international relations and comparative politics working on
national and international orders.
  the origins of political order: Classical Christianity and the Political Order Ernest L.
Fortin, 1996 In Volume Two of Ernest Fortin: Collected Essays, Fortin deals with the relationship
between religion and civil society in a Christian context: that of an essentially nonpolitical but by no
means entirely otherwordly religion, many of whose teachings were thought to be fundamentally at
odds with the duties of citizenship. Sections focus upon Augustine and Aquinas, on Christianity and
politics; natural law, natural rights, and social justice; and Leo Strauss and the revival of classical
political philosophy. Fortin's treatment of these and related themes betrays a keen awareness of one
of the significant intellectual events of our time: the recovery of political philosophy as a legitimate
academic discipline.
  the origins of political order: The Origins of Complex Political Organisation in Ancient Inner
Asia Hyun Jin Kim, Selim Ferruh Adalı, 2025-06-06 This book explores the origins of complex
political organisation in Inner Asia, which enabled mighty empires, proto-state entities and
confederacies such as the Cimmerians, Scythians and the Xiongnu Huns to emerge and dominate
large swathes of the Eurasian continent during antiquity. The volume provides readers with an
in-depth understanding of the origins and development of the quasi-feudal system of political
organisation, which prevailed in Inner Asia during antiquity, how this supported the formation of
imperial polities in the steppe zone, and the impact the expansion of these polities had on the
politics, history and culture of both ancient Inner Asia and also China, the Middle East and Europe.
It examines the historical and archaeological evidence for the Cimmerians and Scythians and their
geopolitical impact on western Eurasia, exploring whether the complex political organisation in
Inner Asia – which we see later among the Xiongnu and the Huns – originated with them or had even
earlier antecedents. The Origins of Complex Political Organisation in Ancient Inner Asia is suitable
for students and scholars of Near Eastern history and archaeology, the history and archaeology of
Central and Inner Asia, and classical antiquity.
  the origins of political order: Thucydides and Political Order Christian R. Thauer, Christian
Wendt, Ernst Baltrusch, 2016-04-08 This book, the second of two monographs, consists of
contributions by world-class scholars on Thucydides' legacy to the political process. It also includes
a careful examination of the usefulness and efficacy of the interdisciplinary approach to political



order in the ancient world and proposes new paths for the future study.
  the origins of political order: Interdisciplinary Studies of the Political Order Donald J.
Boudreaux, Christopher J. Coyne, Bobbi Herzberg, 2019-05-29 The political process focuses on the
ways that people come together to engage in collective decision making in a variety of contexts. The
central elements of the political process include: the formation of rules, the subsequent interactions
that take place within those rules, and the evolution of rules over time. Scholars working in the area
of Virginia political economy—e.g., James Buchanan and Gordon Tullock—emphasize the importance
of applying the tools of economics to non-market settings, including politics. Scholars in this
tradition focus on both politics and economics to understand the formation of political
rules—constitutional political economy—as well as the subsequent play within those rules—public
choice. Scholars in the Bloomington School—most notably, Elinor and Vincent Ostrom—have
emphasized three important aspects of the political process and political order. The first is the
distinction between “rules in form” and “rules in use.” The rules in form refer to codified rules while
the rules in use refer to the rules that people actually follow in their daily lives. Together, these
dynamics generate the political order. The chapters in this volume explore and engage the key
thinkers and ideas of the Virginia and Bloomington schools of political economy. The diversity in
topics and approaches will make the volume of interest to readers in a variety of fields, including
economics, entrepreneurship, history, political science, and public policy.
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