the logic of political survival

the logic of political survival is a fundamental concept in political science
that explores how leaders maintain power and navigate complex political
environments. This framework provides insight into the strategies and
mechanisms that political figures use to remain in office, balancing between
public support, elite coalitions, and institutional constraints.
Understanding the logic of political survival is essential for analyzing the
behavior of governments, policy decisions, and the stability of political
systems worldwide. This article delves into the core principles behind the
logic of political survival, examining the role of coalitions, the importance
of winning key supporters, and the impact of economic and social factors.
Readers will gain a comprehensive overview of the theoretical underpinnings
and practical applications of this concept. The discussion is organized
through a detailed exploration of main themes, including coalition dynamics,
institutional influences, and survival strategies. The following table of
contents outlines the sections covered in this article.
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e Institutional Structures and Their Impact

e Strategies for Ensuring Political Longevity

e The Role of Economic and Social Factors

The Foundations of Political Survival

The logic of political survival originates from the premise that political
leaders must secure enough support to remain in power. This support often
comes from a combination of the general electorate, influential elites, and
institutional mechanisms. The concept highlights the strategic calculations
leaders make to avoid losing office, whether through elections, coups, or
other political challenges. Political survival is not merely about winning
votes but also about managing threats from rivals, satisfying key
constituencies, and adapting to shifting political landscapes.

Historical Context and Theoretical Background

The theoretical foundations of the logic of political survival can be traced
back to classical political theory and modern rational choice approaches.
Early political philosophers recognized that rulers needed to maintain the



loyalty of their subjects to remain legitimate. Contemporary scholarship,
particularly in the fields of comparative politics and political economy, has
formalized these ideas, focusing on how leaders allocate resources and craft
policies to build winning coalitions. The concept has been extensively
analyzed through game theory, which models the strategic interactions between
leaders and their supporters.

Key Concepts and Terminology

Several key terms are central to understanding the logic of political
survival. These include:

e Selectorate: The subset of the population that has a say in choosing the
leader, often including voters or party elites.

e Winning coalition: The group of individuals whose support is essential
for the leader to stay in power.

e Patronage: The distribution of resources and favors to secure political
loyalty.

e Political survival strategies: Actions taken by leaders to maintain
power, such as coalition-building, repression, or policy concessions.

Coalition Building and Maintenance

At the heart of the logic of political survival lies the concept of coalition
building. Leaders must assemble and maintain a coalition of supporters large
enough to secure their position. This coalition can include political
parties, interest groups, military factions, and other key actors. The size
and composition of the coalition often determine the stability and longevity
of a regime.

Types of Coalitions

Coalitions vary widely depending on the political system and context. Some
common types include:

e Broad-based coalitions: These involve wide-ranging support from multiple
social groups and are typical in democratic systems.

e Narrow coalitions: Predominantly found in autocratic regimes, where a
small elite group supports the leader.

e Military coalitions: In some cases, leaders rely heavily on the military



or security apparatus for survival.

Mechanisms for Maintaining Coalitions

Leaders use a variety of tools to sustain their coalitions, including:

e Resource distribution: Allocating economic benefits, jobs, or contracts
to coalition members.

Policy concessions: Enacting policies favorable to coalition groups.

Repression and co-optation: Using force or incentives to neutralize
opposition within or outside the coalition.

Institutional arrangements: Designing rules and procedures that
reinforce coalition stability.

Institutional Structures and Their Impact

Institutions profoundly shape the logic of political survival by defining the
rules of political competition and governance. Electoral systems,
constitutions, and bureaucratic structures influence how leaders secure and
maintain power. The design of these institutions can either facilitate
coalition-building or impose constraints that alter survival strategies.

Electoral Systems and Political Survival

Different electoral systems affect coalition dynamics in distinct ways.
Proportional representation systems tend to encourage broader coalitions and
power-sharing arrangements, while majoritarian or winner-takes-all systems
often incentivize narrower coalitions and centralized control. Leaders must
navigate these institutional contexts to effectively mobilize support and
avoid electoral defeat.

Constitutional and Legal Constraints

Constitutions set formal limits on executive power and establish mechanisms
like term limits, impeachment procedures, and judicial review. These
constraints shape the logic of political survival by creating legal pathways
for removal or by empowering other branches of government. Leaders may
attempt to circumvent or reform these institutions to prolong their tenure.



Bureaucracy and Administrative Capacity

An effective and loyal bureaucracy can enhance political survival by
implementing policies, managing patronage networks, and controlling
information. Conversely, weak administrative structures may undermine a
leader’s ability to maintain coalitions and respond to challenges, increasing
vulnerability to political threats.

Strategies for Ensuring Political Longevity

The logic of political survival encompasses a broad array of strategies that
leaders employ to secure their position over time. These strategies are often
context-dependent, shaped by regime type, institutional settings, and
external pressures.

Patronage and Clientelism

Many leaders rely on patronage systems to reward loyal supporters and build
durable coalitions. Clientelism involves exchanging material benefits for
political support, creating networks of reciprocal obligations. This approach
is particularly prevalent in environments where formal institutions are weak
or underdeveloped.

Repression and Coercion

In some cases, political survival depends on the ability to suppress
opposition through coercive means. This may include controlling security
forces, limiting freedom of expression, or manipulating legal institutions to
target rivals. While repression can enhance short-term survival, it may also
generate resistance and instability.

Policy Adaptation and Responsiveness

Leaders may adjust policies to respond to public demands or elite interests,
thereby maintaining legitimacy and support. This adaptive approach can
involve economic reforms, social programs, or diplomatic initiatives that
improve the leader’s standing among key constituencies.

Political Innovation and Institutional Manipulation

Some leaders engage in political innovation by creating new institutions or
modifying existing ones to consolidate power. Examples include changing
electoral laws, extending term limits, or restructuring government agencies.
These maneuvers are designed to fortify their political survival against



internal and external challenges.

The Role of Economic and Social Factors

Economic performance and social conditions are critical determinants of
political survival. Leaders often face pressure to deliver economic growth,
reduce inequality, and maintain social stability. Failure to manage these
factors can erode support and threaten political longevity.

Economic Growth and Redistribution

Strong economic growth can enhance political survival by increasing resources
available for patronage and improving public welfare. Conversely, economic
downturns or crises may undermine legitimacy and provoke unrest.
Redistribution policies, such as social welfare programs, can also help
secure the backing of key groups.

Social Cleavages and Identity Politics

Ethnic, religious, and class divisions shape coalition-building and political
survival strategies. Leaders may exploit or bridge these cleavages to build
support or marginalize opponents. Managing identity politics effectively is
often crucial for maintaining a stable coalition and preventing conflict.

External Influences and International Environment

Global dynamics, including foreign aid, diplomatic relations, and
geopolitical pressures, influence the logic of political survival. Leaders
may leverage international support to bolster their position or face
challenges arising from external intervention and sanctions.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main premise of 'The Logic of Political
Survival'?

The main premise of 'The Logic of Political Survival' is that political
leaders prioritize staying in power, and their policies and decisions are
primarily motivated by the need to maintain political support and remain in
office.



Who are the authors of 'The Logic of Political
Survival'?

The book 'The Logic of Political Survival' was written by Bruce Bueno de
Mesquita, Alastair Smith, Randolph M. Siverson, and James D. Morrow.

How does 'The Logic of Political Survival' explain
the behavior of authoritarian regimes?

The book explains that authoritarian regimes maintain power by controlling a
small winning coalition and distributing private goods to key supporters,
ensuring loyalty and survival rather than broad public welfare.

What role do 'winning coalitions' play in 'The Logic
of Political Survival'?

Winning coalitions are the small groups of supporters whose backing is
essential for a leader to stay in power. Leaders focus on satisfying these
coalitions to secure political survival.

How does 'The Logic of Political Survival' relate to
foreign aid?
The book argues that foreign aid is often used by recipient governments to

appease their winning coalitions rather than promote public goods, which can
perpetuate poor governance and political instability.

What is the significance of 'selectorate theory' in
'The Logic of Political Survival'?

Selectorate theory, central to the book, analyzes how the size and nature of
the selectorate (the group that chooses leaders) and winning coalition
influence political strategies and outcomes.

How does the logic of political survival affect
policy decisions?

Policy decisions are often shaped by the need to satisfy the winning
coalition rather than the general populace, leading to policies that may
prioritize political survival over economic efficiency or social welfare.

Can 'The Logic of Political Survival' be applied to
democratic governments?

Yes, the framework applies to democracies as well, where politicians must
secure the support of key voter blocs or interest groups to remain in office,



influencing their political behavior and policy choices.

Additional Resources

1. The Logic of Political Survival by Bruce Bueno de Mesquita, Alastair
Smith, Randolph M. Siverson, and James D. Morrow

This seminal work explores how political leaders stay in power by managing
winning coalitions and distributing resources strategically. The authors
develop a formal model explaining why some regimes survive while others
collapse. It combines insights from economics, political science, and game
theory to analyze authoritarian and democratic governments alike.

2. Dictator’s Handbook: Why Bad Behavior Is Almost Always Good Politics by
Bruce Bueno de Mesquita and Alastair Smith

This book reveals the underlying logic that drives political leaders, arguing
that self-interest and the need to maintain power shape their decisions. It
explains how leaders use patronage and repression to stay in office,
providing a pragmatic view of political survival. The authors apply their
theory to various political systems, from autocracies to democracies.

3. Political Order and Political Decay: From the Industrial Revolution to the
Globalization of Democracy by Francis Fukuyama

Fukuyama traces the development of political institutions and how they
contribute to political stability and decay. He discusses the balance between
state-building, rule of law, and political accountability as key factors in
political survival. The book offers a broad historical perspective on the
challenges facing modern governance.

4. Power and Prosperity: Outgrowing Communist and Capitalist Dictatorships by
Daron Acemoglu and James A. Robinson

This book examines how different political and economic institutions affect
the longevity and success of regimes. The authors argue that inclusive
institutions promote political survival through economic growth and
legitimacy. They contrast this with extractive institutions that concentrate
power and often lead to instability.

5. States and Power in Africa: Comparative Lessons in Authority and Control
by Jeffrey Herbst

Herbst analyzes why some African states maintain political survival despite
weak institutions and frequent conflict. He discusses the importance of
control over territory and resources in sustaining power. The book offers
insights into the unique challenges of political survival in post-colonial
African contexts.

6. The Origins of Political Order: From Prehuman Times to the French
Revolution by Francis Fukuyama

This work investigates the foundational elements of political order,
including the development of states, rule of law, and accountable government.
Fukuyama explores how these elements contribute to the longevity and
stability of political systems. The book sets the stage for understanding the



complexities of political survival over time.

7. Why Nations Go to War by John G. Stoessinger

This book delves into the political logic behind war and conflict, which are
often critical moments for political survival. Stoessinger examines how
leaders use war to consolidate power or face downfall. The analysis provides
a strategic perspective on the risks and calculations involved in political
survival during crises.

8. The Political Economy of Dictatorship by Ronald Wintrobe

Wintrobe offers a formal analysis of how dictators maintain power through
repression and patronage. The book discusses the trade-offs dictators face in
distributing resources to supporters versus controlling opposition. It
provides a theoretical framework for understanding the incentives and
constraints of authoritarian survival.

9. Strongmen: Mussolini to the Present by Ruth Ben-Ghiat

This historical account explores how authoritarian leaders consolidate and
maintain power through propaganda, violence, and institutional manipulation.
Ben-Ghiat highlights the strategies strongmen use to survive political
challenges. The book connects historical examples to contemporary discussions
on the logic of political survival.
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the logic of political survival: The Logic of Political Survival Bruce Bueno De Mesquita,
Alastair Smith, Randolph M. Siverson, James D. Morrow, 2005-01-14 The authors of this ambitious
book address a fundamental political question: why are leaders who produce peace and prosperity
turned out of office while those who preside over corruption, war, and misery endure? Considering
this political puzzle, they also answer the related economic question of why some countries
experience successful economic development and others do not. The authors construct a provocative
theory on the selection of leaders and present specific formal models from which their central claims
can be deduced. They show how political leaders allocate resources and how institutions for
selecting leaders create incentives for leaders to pursue good and bad public policy. They also
extend the model to explain the consequences of war on political survival. Throughout the book, they
provide illustrations from history, ranging from ancient Sparta to Vichy France, and test the model
against statistics gathered from cross-national data. The authors explain the political intuition
underlying their theory in nontechnical language, reserving formal proofs for chapter appendixes.
They conclude by presenting policy prescriptions based on what has been demonstrated
theoretically and empirically.

the logic of political survival: The Logic of Political Survival Bruce Bueno de Mesquita,
2003-01-01 An ambitious theoretical and empirical study of the effect of political institutions on
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leadership survival, the character of public policy, and economic development.

the logic of political survival: Logic of Political Survival (Chapter 1 , 2003

the logic of political survival: Decoding the Rise of China Tse-Kang Leng, Rumi Aoyama,
2018-05-17 This edited collection provides a synthetic analysis of the rise of contemporary China and
its impact on the current global system from a range of Asian and Western perspectives.
Highlighting Taiwanese and Japanese viewpoints, the book considers a macro, integrated vision of
the rise of China and examines the vital cultural factors which link domestic politics and foreign
policy in the Sino-Japanese relationship. The book addresses key policy matters, such as the
internationalization of the Chinese currency and Arctic diplomacy, and provides a key reference on
contemporary Chinese foreign policy and the Sino-Japanese relationship for students, academics
experts and policy makers in the field of Area Studies, History and International Relations.

the logic of political survival: Exploring the Political Economy and Social Philosophy of
James M. Buchanan Paul Dragos Aligica, Christopher J. Coyne, Stefanie Haeffele, 2018-05-22
James M. Buchanan, winner of the Nobel Prize in Economics in 1986, was a pioneer of public choice
and constitutional political economy, as well as contributing to many fields of study, including
philosophy, political science, and public finance. Each chapter in this volume seeks to explore,
critique, and emphasize the continuing relevance of the vast contributions of Buchanan to our
understanding of political economy and social philosophy. The diversity in topics and approaches will
make the volume of interest to readers in a variety of fields, and accessible to scholars from a variety
of backgrounds providing the opportunity to further a cross-disciplinary exploration and discussion
on market process theory.

the logic of political survival: The SAGE Handbook of Political Science Dirk
Berg-Schlosser, Bertrand Badie, Leonardo Morlino, 2020-02-11 The SAGE Handbook of Political
Science presents a major retrospective and prospective overview of the discipline. Comprising three
volumes of contributions from expert authors from around the world, the handbook aims to frame,
assess and synthesize research in the field, helping to define and identify its current and future
developments. It does so from a truly global and cross-area perspective Chapters cover a broad
range of aspects, from providing a general introduction to exploring important subfields within the
discipline. Each chapter is designed to provide a state-of-the-art and comprehensive overview of the
topic by incorporating cross-cutting global, interdisciplinary, and, where this applies, gender
perspectives. The Handbook is arranged over seven core thematic sections: Part 1: Political Theory
Part 2: Methods Part 3: Political Sociology Part 4: Comparative Politics Part 5: Public Policies and
Administration Part 6: International Relations Part 7: Major Challenges for Politics and Political
Science in the 21st Century

the logic of political survival: International Politics and National Political Regimes Peter
Burnell, Oliver Schlumberger, 2014-06-11 There is much speculation about whether democracy is
still advancing around the world and the influence that leading authoritarian or semi-authoritarian
regimes such as Russia are starting to have on the trends. This collection assesses global trends in
democratisation, reviews the condition of international democracy promotion and enquires into
whether serious competition in the form of autocracy promotion is now a major possibility. The
influence of international politics on national political regimes is explored in more detail for Russia’s
resistance to democracy promotion and Russian influence on regimes in Central Asia in particular,
along with an Indian perspective on India’s reluctance to push for democracy abroad and concerns
that democracy promotion itself should be considered more critically if it undermines
democratisation in foreign aid-dependent states. The book concludes by briefly addressing the
potential significance of the 2011 ‘Arab spring’ for these themes. This book was published as a
special issue of Contemporary Politics.

the logic of political survival: The Rise of Hybrid Political Islam in Turkey Sevin¢ Bermek,
2019-05-14 This book charts the economic, social and political rise of the Justice and Development
Party (JDP) as well as its political resilience over the last sixteen years. Going beyond the standard
dichotomy debate of political Islam versus secularism, the author shows how the JDP, a political



party with substantial roots in political Islam, came to power in 2002 as an outcome of the
socioeconomic transformation process that started in the country in the 1980s. The book further
illustrates how the party consolidated its ruling power by catering to its core constituencies via a
multifaceted set of policies that gave rise to the emergence of a powerful political machine. A careful
analysis of the JDP’s policy agenda highlights the discrepancy between the party's discourse and its
supply of policies. Furthermore, the author shows how the party has skilfully (re-)framed its
ideological stance by changing alliances, and in analysing this hybrid ideological framing she
presents key underpinnings of the party that paved the way to a fundamental restructuring of the
Turkish party system and establishment of a new regime that replaced the old guard. This book will
be of interest to academics, graduate students and researchers interested in comparative politics,
political science and sociology.

the logic of political survival: The Economics and Political Economy of Energy Subsidies Jon
Strand, 2016-07-29 The economic and political aspects of energy subsidies, viewed both
theoretically and empirically, with a focus on fossil fuel subsidies in developing nations. Government
subsidies to energy are widespread and represent a heavy burden on public budgets in many
countries. Both producers and consumers may be subsidized; the most common subsidies are for
motor fuel consumption and electricity production and consumption. The subsidies to consumers
often prove particularly harmful because they result in increased energy consumption, increased
carbon emissions, and distortionary effects on consumer behavior. This book fills a void in the
literature by providing a first, broad and diverse, analysis of several aspects of the economic and
political economy aspects of government energy subsidies. The contributors take both theoretical
and empirical approaches, with most of the focus on subsidies to fuel and electricity in non-OECD
countries. The chapters cover such topics as energy pricing, reelection incentives for politicians that
may encourage excessive subsidies; political corruption and “bribing equilibria,” the the “resource
curse” in developing countries when the gains from natural resource windfalls are largely wasted,
the “entitlement” of energy subsidies in autocracies, and distributional issues when subsidies
targeted to the poor are removed in high-income countries. One chapter discusses nonharmful
subsidies: the potential economic effects of subsidizing the manufacturing and deployment of
renewable energy. Contributors Carolyn Fischer, Mads Greaker, Mohammad Habibpour, Michelle
Harding, Christina Kolerus, Christos Kotsogiannis, Jim Krane, Alber Touna Mama, Raffaele Miniaci,
Marco Pani, lan Parry, Carlo Perroni, Leonzio Rizzo, Knut Einar Rosendahl, Carlo Scarpa, Neda
Seiban, Suphi Sen, Jon Strand, Paola Valbonesi, Herman Vollebergh

the logic of political survival: Comparing autocracies in the early Twenty-first Century
Aurel Croissant, Steffen Kailitz, Patrick Koellner, Stefan Wurster, 2016-03-17 Authoritarianism
research has evolved into one of the fastest growing research fields in comparative politics. The
newly awakened interest in autocratic regimes goes hand in hand with a lack of systematic research
on the results of the political and substantive policy performance of variants of autocratic regimes.
The contributions in this second volume of Comparing Autocracies are united by the assumption that
the performance of political regimes and their persistence are related. Furthermore, autocratic
institutions and the specific configurations of elite actors within authoritarian regime coalitions
induce dictators to undertake certain policies, and that different authoritarian institutions are
therefore an important piece of the puzzle of government performance in dictatorships. Based on
these two prepositions, the contributions explore the differences between autocracies and
democracies, as well as between different forms of non-democratic regimes, in regard to their
outcome performance in selected policy fields; how political institutions affect autocratic
performance and persistence; whether policy performance matter for the persistence of
authoritarian rule; and what happens to dictators once autocratic regimes fall. This book is an
amalgam of articles from the journals Democratization, Contemporary Politics and Politische
Vierteljahresschrift.

the logic of political survival: The International Political Economy of China’s Exchange
Rate Policy Making Zhaohui Wang, 2021-01-21 This book examines the international political



economy of China’s exchange rate policy making from theoretical and empirical perspectives. It
identifies the limitations in the existing Economics studies on the RMB exchange rate and the
research gap of the Comparative Political Economy (CPE) and International Political Economy (IPE)
approaches to exchange rate politics. The author develops a three-level game framework for China’s
exchange rate policy making based on revision and synthesis of the existing CPE and IPE
approaches, which provides a richer portrait of the dynamism and complexity of China’s exchange
rate policy making. The book has applied the three-level game framework to empirically analyzing
China’s exchange rate policy making under the Hu-Wen administration. The book also discusses
some further exploration of China’s exchange rate policy in the Xi era and comparative case study of
exchange rate policy making. It is a timely and rigorous study on the role that international and
domestic politics play in forging China’s exchange rate policy making in the twenty-first century.

the logic of political survival: Why Communism Did Not Collapse Martin K. Dimitrov,
2013-07-31 This volume brings together a distinguished group of scholars working to address the
puzzling durability of communist autocracies in Eastern Europe and Asia, which are the
longest-lasting type of non-democratic regime to emerge after World War 1. The volume
conceptualizes the communist universe as consisting of the ten regimes in Eastern Europe and
Mongolia that eventually collapsed in 1989-91, and the five regimes that survived the fall of the
Berlin Wall: China, Vietnam, Laos, North Korea and Cuba. The essays offer a theoretical argument
that emphasizes the importance of institutional adaptations as a foundation of communist resilience.
In particular, the contributors focus on four adaptations: of the economy, of ideology, of the
mechanisms for inclusion of potential rivals, and of the institutions of vertical and horizontal
accountability. The volume argues that when regimes are no longer able to implement adaptive
change, contingent leadership choices and contagion dynamics make collapse more likely.

the logic of political survival: The Political Economy of International Law Alberta
Fabbricotti, 2016-06-24 Set in the context of growing interdisciplinarity in legal research, The
Political Economy of International Law: A European Perspective provides a much-needed systematic
and coherent review of the interactions between Political Economy and International Law. The book
reflects the need felt by international lawyers to open their traditional frontiers to insights from
other disciplines - and political economy in particular. The methodological approach of the book is to
take the traditional list of topics for a general treatise of international law, and to systematically
incorporate insights from political economy to each.

the logic of political survival: The Ties That Bind David Leblang, Benjamin Helms,
2023-02-09 Immigration integral to globalization, creating connections and mobilizing investments
in human and financial capital across countries.

the logic of political survival: China's Crisis Behavior Kai He, 2016-04-06 The first study to
systematically analyze the patterns of China's foreign policy crisis behavior after the Cold War.

the logic of political survival: The Politics of Party Leadership William Cross, Jean-Benoit
Pilet, 2015-11-26 Making use of a unique data set that includes more than 1000 leadership elections
from over 100 parties in 14 countries over an almost 50 year period, this volume provides the first
comprehensive, comparative examination of how parties choose their leaders and the impact of the
different decisions they make in this regard. Among the issues examined are how leaders are
chosen, the factors that result in parties changing their selection rules, how the rules affect the
competitiveness of leadership elections, the types of leaders chosen, the impact of leadership
transition on electoral outcomes, the factors affecting the length of leadership tenures, and how
leadership tenures come to an end. This volume is situated in the literature on intra-party decision
making and party organizational reform and makes unique and important contributions to our
understanding of these areas. The analysis includes parties in Australia, Austria, Belgium, Canada,
Denmark, Germany, Hungary, Israel, Italy, Portugal, Romania, Spain, Norway, and the United
Kingdom. Comparative Politics is a series for students, teachers, and researchers of political science
that deals with contemporary government and politics. Global in scope, books in the series are
characterised by a stress on comparative analysis and strong methodological rigour. The series is



published in association with the European Consortium for Political Research. For more information
visit: www.ecprnet.eu.

the logic of political survival: The Oxford Handbook of Political Executives Rudy B. Andeweg,
Robert Elgie, Ludger Helms, Juliet Kaarbo, Ferdinand Miiller-Rommel, 2020-07-30 Political
executives have been at the centre of public and scholarly attention long before the inception of
modern political science. In the contemporary world, political executives have come to dominate the
political stage in many democratic and autocratic regimes. The Oxford Handbook of Political
Executives marks the definitive reference work in this field. Edited and written by a team of
word-class scholars, it combines substantive stocktaking with setting new agendas for the next
generation of political executive research.

the logic of political survival: The Oxford Handbook of Historical Political Economy
Jeffery A. Jenkins, Jared Rubin, 2024 This handbook is currently in development, with individual
articles publishing online in advance of print publication. At this time, we cannot add information
about unpublished articles in this handbook, however the table of contents will continue to grow as
additional articles pass through the review process and are added to the site. Please note that the
online publication date for this handbook is the date that the first article in the title was published
online.

the logic of political survival: The Political Economy of Anti-dumping Protection Patricia
Wruuck, 2015-02-09 This book deals with anti-dumping measures (AD) and investigates two
questions: First, what country characteristics affect AD use and notably, do domestic political
institutions have an effect? Second, (how) is the decision to impose a new AD measure affected by
anticipation of trading partners’ potential retaliation? This book applies a strategic perspective to
AD to address these questions, presenting a game-theoretic model together with an empirical test.
The approach sheds light on the dynamics of interaction between trading partners and allows to
capture selection processes which underpin the trade restrictions that can actually be observed. The
book provides a fresh look on when and how trading powers apply antidumping measures, how this
is shaped by strategic interaction and whether institutions do make a difference to the outcome. In a
period in which the international trading system has to cope with numerous stresses such as an
increased resort to administered protection largely by big emerging economies, this is a timely and
important contribution. Dr. Klaus Gunter Deutsch, Managing Director, Research, Economic and
Industrial Policy, German Federation of Industries This book successfully integrates two research
traditions in international politics - the traditional view that looks at domestic factors of
anti-dumping policies and the strategic view that conditions the imposition of anti-dumping
measures on the likely, retaliatory behavior of the trading partner. The result is an informative and
constructive examination of anti-dumping protection and trade wars in the WTO. Prof. Dr. Thomas
Brauninger, Chair of Political Economy, University of Mannheim, Germany The Political Economy of
Anti-Dumping Protection - A Strategic Analysis is a major contribution to the important and growing
field international political economy. Starting with the “traditional” comparative institutional
analysis, which focuses on the implications of democratic and non-democratic regimes for using
anti-dumping measures in trade politics, the second part applies a strategic perspective on this type
of sanctions uncovering the dynamic interactions between a challenging and challenged countries.
For all those interested in understanding the logic of sanctions, the role of institutions, and in how to
examine the implications of theoretical models for international political economy this book is a
“must read. Prof. Dr. Thomas Konig, Chair of Political Science II, University of Mannheim, Germany.

the logic of political survival: The Oxford Handbook of Political Economy Barry R. Weingast,
Donald Wittman, 2008-06-20 Over its long lifetime, political economy has had many different
meanings: the science of managing the resources of a nation so as to provide wealth to its
inhabitants for Adam Smith; the study of how the ownership of the means of production influenced
historical processes for Marx; the study of the inter-relationship between economics and politics for
some twentieth-century commentators; and for others, a methodology emphasizing individual
rationality (the economic or public choice approach) or institutional adaptation (the sociological



version). This Handbook views political economy as a grand (if imperfect) synthesis of these various
strands, treating political economy as the methodology of economics applied to the analysis of
political behavior and institutions. This Handbook surveys the field of political economy, with 58
chapters ranging from micro to macro, national to international, institutional to behavioral,
methodological to substantive. Chapters on social choice, constitutional theory, and public
economics are set alongside ones on voters, parties and pressure groups, macroeconomics and
politics, capitalism and democracy, and international political economy and international conflict.
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