the long walk characters

the long walk characters are central to understanding Stephen King's gripping dystopian novel, "The
Long Walk." This intense narrative revolves around a brutal endurance contest where participants must
keep walking without rest, and the last person standing wins. The characters in the story embody a
range of emotions, backgrounds, and motivations, each contributing uniquely to the grim atmosphere
and thematic depth of the novel. By examining the primary and secondary characters, readers gain
insight into human nature under extreme stress, the psychological and physical toll of the walk, and
the broader social commentary embedded in the text. This article will provide an in-depth look at the
key figures, their personalities, and their roles throughout the story. Additionally, it will explore how
these characters interact and evolve as the grueling journey progresses. Below is a detailed table of

contents outlining the main sections covered.
¢ Main Characters in The Long Walk
e Supporting Characters and Their Roles
¢ Character Development and Interactions

e Thematic Significance of the Characters

e Symbolism and Psychological Profiles

Main Characters in The Long Walk

The long walk characters form the core of Stephen King’s narrative, each bringing a unique

perspective to the story’s harrowing contest. The main characters are carefully crafted to reflect varied



responses to adversity, showcasing a spectrum of personalities, motivations, and resilience.
Understanding these individuals is essential to grasping the novel’s impact and its commentary on

human endurance.

Ray Garraty

Ray Garraty is the protagonist and central figure in "The Long Walk." A 16-year-old boy from Maine,
Garraty is characterized by his determination, resilience, and occasional moments of vulnerability.
Throughout the walk, Garraty struggles with both physical exhaustion and the emotional strain of
competing against his peers. His introspective nature allows readers to experience the psychological

toll of the event, making him a relatable and compelling character.

Peter McVries

Peter McVries is Garraty’s closest companion during the walk, often serving as a voice of reason and
emotional support. His calm demeanor contrasts with the escalating tension among the walkers.
McVries’s loyalty and steady presence highlight themes of friendship and solidarity amid competition

and despair.

Stebbins

Stebbins is a mysterious and enigmatic figure, known for his cryptic comments and detached attitude.
His calmness under pressure and apparent acceptance of the walk’s brutal nature add a philosophical
dimension to the story. Stebbins embodies a different kind of resilience, one rooted in mental fortitude

and existential acceptance.

Other Notable Participants

Aside from the primary characters, several other walkers contribute to the narrative’s tension and



diversity. These include McVries’ friend, a talkative and nervous boy, and other participants who
represent a range of backgrounds and attitudes toward the walk. Each character’s reaction to the

ordeal enriches the story’s exploration of human behavior under extreme conditions.

Supporting Characters and Their Roles

While the main characters drive the plot forward, supporting characters in "The Long Walk" provide
context and depth to the story’s world. These secondary figures help to illustrate the societal and

institutional framework surrounding the walk, as well as the broader implications of the contest.

The Walkers’ Families and Observers

Though minimally present, the families and observers of the walkers serve to underscore the emotional
stakes of the competition. Their reactions and concerns reveal the human cost of the event beyond the

participants themselves, emphasizing themes of loss, hope, and desperation.

The Officials and Organizers

The officials who oversee the long walk represent the authoritarian and dystopian element of the story.
Their detached, often cold enforcement of the rules highlights the brutal control exerted over the

participants, reinforcing the novel’s critique of oppressive systems.

Medical Staff and Support Personnel

Medical personnel appear sporadically, providing necessary care but also symbolizing the limited
mercy extended to the walkers. Their presence reflects the tension between human compassion and

the ruthless nature of the competition.



Character Development and Interactions

The evolution of the long walk characters throughout the novel is marked by shifting alliances,
psychological transformations, and the gradual unraveling of both physical and mental stamina. These

dynamics are crucial for understanding the narrative’s progression and emotional impact.

Psychological Changes Under Duress

As the walk progresses, characters exhibit a range of psychological responses including denial,
aggression, camaraderie, and despair. These reactions illustrate the profound effects of sustained

stress and physical exhaustion, providing a realistic portrayal of human endurance.

Interpersonal Relationships Among Walkers

The interactions between walkers often oscillate between cooperation and competition. Friendships
form and dissolve, and moments of empathy emerge briefly amid the underlying tension. These

relationships serve to humanize the characters and deepen the emotional resonance of the story.

Moments of Conflict and Resolution

Conflicts arise frequently due to the intense pressure of the walk, including disputes over pacing,
accusations, and moments of physical confrontation. How characters handle these conflicts reveals

their true nature and often leads to critical turning points in the narrative.

Thematic Significance of the Characters

The long walk characters are not merely participants in a contest; they also symbolize broader themes
within the novel. Their experiences and choices reflect the underlying messages about society,

humanity, and survival.



Human Endurance and Willpower

The characters collectively illustrate the limits and capabilities of human endurance. Their struggle to
continue walking despite pain and fatigue embodies the theme of willpower and the instinct to survive

against overwhelming odds.

Societal Commentary and Control

The walkers represent individuals caught within a controlled, dystopian society that values spectacle
over humanity. The characters’ forced participation and the public nature of the walk critique societal

mechanisms of control and desensitization to suffering.

Mortality and Existential Reflection

The journey undertaken by the characters forces continuous confrontation with mortality. Their
experiences prompt existential reflections on life, death, and meaning, enriching the novel’s

philosophical depth.

Symbolism and Psychological Profiles

Each of the long walk characters can be analyzed through symbolic and psychological lenses,

revealing layers of meaning that enhance understanding of the novel’s complexity.

Symbolic Representations

Characters often embody symbolic concepts such as innocence, resignation, rebellion, and hope. For
example, Garraty’s youth and determination symbolize the human spirit’s resilience, while Stebbins’

detachment may represent acceptance of fate.



Psychological Profiles

Examining the characters’ psychological traits—such as Garraty’s perseverance, McVries’ steadiness,
and Stebbins’ fatalism—provides insight into how different personalities cope with trauma and extreme

stress. This analysis highlights the diversity of human response to crisis.

Impact of Group Dynamics

The psychological interplay among the walkers affects their behavior and mental state. Group
dynamics such as peer pressure, competition, and mutual support influence individual decisions and

survival chances, underscoring the social psychology at work within the walk.

Summary of Key The Long Walk Characters

Ray Garraty: The determined and introspective protagonist.

Peter McVries: Loyal companion and voice of reason.

Stebbins: Mysterious and philosophical walker.

Supporting Walkers: Varied personalities adding depth and tension.

Officials and Observers: Representing oppressive societal control.

Frequently Asked Questions



Who is the protagonist of 'The Long Walk' by Stephen King?

The protagonist of 'The Long Walk' is Ray Garraty, a 16-year-old boy who participates in the grueling

walking contest.

What role does Stebbins play in 'The Long Walk'?

Stebbins is a fellow walker and mentor figure to Ray Garraty, known for his calm demeanor and

knowledge about the Long Walk.

How is Peter McVries characterized in 'The Long Walk'?

Peter McVries is depicted as a competitive and somewhat ruthless participant, determined to win the

Long Walk at any cost.

What is the significance of the character McVries in the story?

McVries represents the darker side of the competition, embodying desperation and the psychological

toll the Long Walk takes on its participants.

How does the relationship between Garraty and other walkers develop

during the Long Walk?

Throughout the Long Walk, Garraty forms complex relationships marked by camaraderie, rivalry, and

survival instincts, highlighting the human element amid the brutal contest.

Additional Resources

1. The Long Walk by Stephen King (as Richard Bachman)
This dystopian novel follows a grueling annual event known as The Long Walk, where one hundred
teenage boys must maintain a steady pace without stopping. The story centers on Ray Garraty, a

determined participant who faces physical and psychological challenges as the walk progresses. The



book explores themes of endurance, survival, and the human spirit under extreme pressure.

2. Ray Garraty: The Reluctant Walker

A character-focused exploration of Ray Garraty’s background and motivations before and during The
Long Walk. This book delves into his inner thoughts, fears, and strategies as he navigates the brutal
competition. It offers a deeper understanding of the protagonist’s resilience and the emotional toll of

the event.

3. Stebbins’ Secret Strength
This novel centers on Stebbins, one of the most enigmatic and calm participants in The Long Walk. It
explores his mysterious past and the source of his unwavering composure in the face of adversity. The

story highlights themes of sacrifice, loyalty, and hidden depths.

4. McVries: The Relentless Challenger
Focusing on McVries, a tough and competitive walker, this book examines his drive to win and the
personal demons he battles along the way. It portrays his complex personality and the dynamics

between the competitors. Readers gain insight into the psychological warfare inherent in the contest.

5. Fisher’s Last Stand
A poignant narrative about Fisher, a character known for his melancholy and introspection. This story
delves into his reasons for participating in The Long Walk and the memories that haunt him. It

captures the emotional vulnerability behind the fagade of endurance.

6. Garraty and the Shadows of the Walk
This book explores the symbolic and literal shadows that follow Ray Garraty throughout the
competition. It uses metaphors to represent his doubts, fears, and the looming presence of death. The

narrative blends psychological thriller elements with a coming-of-age tale.

7. The Long Walk: Companions and Rivals
A broader look at the relationships between the walkers, including friendships, alliances, and betrayals.

This book offers multiple perspectives, giving voice to lesser-known characters and enriching the world



of The Long Walk. It emphasizes the social dynamics under extreme stress.

8. The Walkers’ Code
An exploration of the unspoken rules and ethics among the participants of The Long Walk. This book
investigates how they maintain order and respect despite the deadly stakes. It sheds light on the

camaraderie and conflicts that define the competition.

9. After the Walk: Life Beyond the Competition
A sequel-style narrative that imagines the lives of survivors following the end of The Long Walk. It
addresses the psychological scars and societal impacts of having endured such a brutal ordeal. The

story offers hope and reflection on the cost of survival.
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the long walk characters: The Long Walk Home Scott C. Anderson, 2017-09-25 This is a
story of loneliness and fulfillment. A young man will leave the paradise of his blue-water world and
start a journey to find and save his people. An occupation could be called slavery, depending on your
viewpoint. Dhan Sokin will fight for his people, so they in turn can fight for their own freedom. A
young woman will discover that the leaders of her people place a finite price on personal value.
During a negotiation, a battleship captain will underestimate the value of Jasmine Jones, freeing her
from the bonds of one man's appraisal. Jasmine will thrive, but not without hard work, persistence,
and the help of a few friends.

the long walk characters: Red Sonja: The Long Walk To Oblivion One-Shot Erik Burnham,
2017-05-10 The people of Meru are in terrible danger from an ancient evil, and there is only one
person who can save them -- the Hyrkanian warrior woman, Red Sonja! A lone Meruvian is sent to
find Sonja and bring her back east -- a treacherous trip that ends in a trap laid by Sonja's old enemy,
the evil wizard Kulan Gath in Red Sonja #0! It's the adventure set before the new hit series, in this
extra-sized one-shot!

the long walk characters: A LONG WALK TO WATER NARAYAN CHANGDER, 2024-06-10 If
you need a free PDF practice set of this book for your studies, feel free to reach out to me at
cbsenet4u@gmail.com, and I'll send you a copy! A LONG WALK TO WATER MCQ (MULTIPLE
CHOICE QUESTIONS) SERVES AS A VALUABLE RESOURCE FOR INDIVIDUALS AIMING TO
DEEPEN THEIR UNDERSTANDING OF VARIOUS COMPETITIVE EXAMS, CLASS TESTS, QUIZ
COMPETITIONS, AND SIMILAR ASSESSMENTS. WITH ITS EXTENSIVE COLLECTION OF MCQS,
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THIS BOOK EMPOWERS YOU TO ASSESS YOUR GRASP OF THE SUBJECT MATTER AND YOUR
PROFICIENCY LEVEL. BY ENGAGING WITH THESE MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS, YOU CAN
IMPROVE YOUR KNOWLEDGE OF THE SUBJECT, IDENTIFY AREAS FOR IMPROVEMENT, AND
LAY A SOLID FOUNDATION. DIVE INTO THE A LONG WALK TO WATER MCQ TO EXPAND YOUR
A LONG WALK TO WATER KNOWLEDGE AND EXCEL IN QUIZ COMPETITIONS, ACADEMIC
STUDIES, OR PROFESSIONAL ENDEAVORS. THE ANSWERS TO THE QUESTIONS ARE PROVIDED
AT THE END OF EACH PAGE, MAKING IT EASY FOR PARTICIPANTS TO VERIFY THEIR ANSWERS
AND PREPARE EFFECTIVELY.

the long walk characters: The Long Walk Home Liane Faulder, 2011-02-01 The Canadian
media were the first to bring Master Corporal Paul Franklin's story to the public, and it is only fitting
that award-winning journalist Liane Faulder brings the full account of his return from a war zone.
The Long Walk Home: Paul Franklin's Journey from Afghanistan documents the recovery of a soldier
injured in a 2006 suicide bombing that left one Canadian diplomat dead, and two comrades in arms
wounded. Although Franklin made a promise to his wife that he would come home alive, he needed
the heroic help of soldiers on the scene and a medical team abroad to keep his word. He lost both of
his legs above the knee as the result of his injuries, but returned home determined to walk again.
Within four months of his injury, and against the odds and predictions of doctors, Franklin learned to
walk on artificial legs. He continues to represent the courage of Canadian troops overseas as he
rebuilds his life at home with his wife Audra and their young son, Simon. As a family on a journey to
recovery, they are determined to stand, and walk, together. The Long Walk Home: Paul Franklin's
Journey from Afghanistan is a story of loss, courage, love and hope. It inspires all of those — military
and civilians alike — who wonder how they will take that next step when tough times challenge the
body and the spirit.

the long walk characters: The Long Walk to Freedom Devon W. Carbado, 2012-08-21 In this
groundbreaking compilation of first-person accounts of the runaway slave phenomenon, editors
Devon Carbado and Donald Weise have recovered twelve narratives spanning eight decades—more
than half of which have been long out of print. Told in the voices of the runaway slaves themselves,
these narratives reveal the extraordinary and often innovative ways that these men and women
sought freedom and demanded citizenship.

the long walk characters: Reel Character Education William B. Russell, Stewart Waters,
2010-10-01 Values, attitudes, and beliefs have been depicted in movies since the beginning of the
film industry. Educators will find this book to be a valuable resource for helping explore character
education with film. This book includes an overview of the history of character education, a
discussion of how to effectively teach with film, and a discussion about analyzing film for educational
value. This book offers educators an effective and relevant method for exploring character education
with today’s digital and media savvy students. This book details how film can be utilized to explore
character education and discusses relevant legal issues surrounding the use of film in the classroom.
Included in this book is a filmography of two hundred films pertaining to character education. The
filmography is divided into four chapters. Each chapter details fifty films for a specific educational
level (elementary, middle, high school, and postsecondary). Complete bibliographic information,
summary, and applicable character lesson topics are detailed for each film. This book is clearly
organized and expertly written for educators and scholars at the elementary, middle, high school,
and postsecondary levels.

the long walk characters: Studies from Ten Literatures Ernest Augustus Boyd, 1925

the long walk characters: A Long Walk to Purgatory: The Tales of Dante & Mashudu
Chariklia Martalas, 2023-02-24 A Long Walk to Purgatory is a play that places Dante in the South
African context. It works with the idea that dead poets must guide living poets through the afterlife
on a journey of poetic reckoning. It is now Dante's turn to guide a poet, as he was once guided by
Virgil. Dante comes to meet Mashudu, a South African poet in her Dark Wood. He comes to take her
through Inferno and Purgatory where she meets South African characters along the way including
Jan Van Riebeeck and John Dube. Driving the play is the notion that poets need to know where they



come from in order to play their role as aids to how a nation understands itself. This means Mashudu
has to witness the truth of her context both in terms of the narrative of South Africa as a country and
her own personal morality. Mashudu, guided by Dante, reckons with her understanding of South
Africa's past such as with witnessing the punishment of Verwoerd, to reckoning with the country's
present including a domestic abuser. Mashudu is also faced with the precariousness of her own
morality when she meets an old friend in Purgatory. As the play continues, Dante becomes
Mashudu's friend showing that friendship can cross centuries and contexts for poets share their role
as poets no matter the society they belong to. Both Mashudu and Dante are connected by their
unwavering commitment to their own moral imagination. Virgil as comic relief completes the picture
as narrator, cementing the idea that the poets of the past are deeply connected to the poets of the
present. Ultimately A Long Walk to Purgatory aims to show the importance of literature to both be
grounded in and transcend particularities of time and place. Literature can ultimately open up a new
space for us that is both informed by a context but is intrinsically connected to a wider humanity.

the long walk characters: A Broken Flute Doris Seale, Beverly Slapin, 2006-12-21 The
Winona dilemma / Lois Beardslee -- No word for goodbye / Mary TallMountain -- About the
contributors.

the long walk characters: Inclusive Character Analysis Jennifer Thomas, Robert J. Vrtis,
2020-12-20 Inclusive Character Analysis foregrounds representations of race, gender, class, ability,
and sexual orientation by blending script analysis with a variety of critical theories in order to create
a more inclusive performance practice for the classroom and the stage. This book merges a
traditional Stanislavski-based script analysis with multiple theoretical frameworks, such as gender
theory, standpoint theory, and critical race theory, to give students in early level theatre courses
foundational skills for analyzing a play, while also introducing them to contemporary thought about
race, gender, and identity. Inclusive Character Analysis is a valuable resource for beginning acting
courses, script analysis courses, the directing classroom, early design curriculum, dramaturgical
explorations, the playwriting classroom, and introduction to performance studies classes.
Additionally, the book offers a reader-style background on theoretical frames for performance
faculty and practitioners who may need assistance to integrate non-performance centered theory
into their classrooms.

the long walk characters: Everyday Evil in Stephen King's America Jason S. Polley, Stephanie
Laine Hamilton, 2024-06-03 This edited collection variously interrogates how everyday evil
manifests in Stephen King’s now-familiar American imaginary; an imaginary that increases the
representational limits of both anticipated and experienced realism. Divided into three parts: I. The
Man, II. The Monster, and III. The Re-mediator, the book offers rigorous readings of evil, realism,
and popular culture as represented in a range of texts (and paratexts) from the King canon. Rich
with images, a photo-essay, and appendices collecting classical texts and cultural detritus germane
to King, this book moves away from viewing King’s work primarily through the lens of the “American
gothic” and toward the realism that the suspense novelist’s voice (fictional and non-) and influence
(literary and popular) indelibly continue to amplify, all the while complicating the traditional divide
between serious literature and popular fiction. Stephen King remains perpetually popular. And he is
finally receiving the academic treatment he has craved since the early 1980s. Yet still unexamined in
the King critical canon is the suspense novelist’s fascination with “everyday evil.” Beyond rigorous
interrogations of King’s fictional depictions of “everyday evil” by an array of scholars of different
ranks living around the world (Canada, Finland, Hong Kong, the UK), the book, replete with 20
images, considers how King widens the parameters of literary production and appreciation. An
integral part of the Americana that King’s five-decades-in-the-making canon configures, of course,
includes King himself. King has long made use of self-referentiality in his fiction and nonfiction.
Some of his nonfiction, several of our essays reveal, recirculates in paratextual form as “Prefatory
Remarks” to new novels or new editions of older ones. The paratexts considered here (both across
the volume and in the appendices) offer alternate ways by which to appreciate King and his sphere
of influence (literary and popular). Said appendices are a grouping of King's paratexts on his writing



as Bachman, appearing here, for the first time, as a cohesive collection. King's influence took off in
the 1970s, as is further explored in the book-enveloping three-part photo-essay “King’s America,
America’s King: Stephen King & Popular Culture since the 1970s.” About the transformative quality
of “everyday evil,” the photo-essay tracks the cultural impacts of King first as an emerging author,
then a pop culture phenomenon, and, finally, as an established American literary voice. Everyday
Evil in Stephen King's America is designed to appeal to teachers and students of American
literature, to Stephen King enthusiasts, as well as to acolytes of Americana since the Vietnam War.

the long walk characters: Media & Minorities Stephanie Greco Larson, 2006 Media &
Minorities looks at the media's racial tendencies with an eye to identifying the system supportive
messages conveyed and offering challenges to them. The book covers all major media--including
television, film, newspapers, radio, magazines, and the Internet--and systematically analyzes their
representation of the four largest minority groups in the U.S.: African Americans, Native Americans,
Latinos, and Asian Americans. Entertainment media are compared and contrasted with news media,
and special attention is devoted to coverage of social movements for racial justice and politicians of
color.

the long walk characters: The Longest Walk George Meegan, 2018-05-31 In 2000, he brought
out “Democracy Reaches the Kids!” This garnered the only “Extraordinary” US Visa ever issued in
education. He’d found that western education itself was responsible for the loss of first nation
languages & culture, worldwide — one every day. His discovery could instead guarantee them all! To
preserve these treasures has become the central mission of George’s outgoing years.

the long walk characters: CPR for Dead or Lifeless Fiction: A Writer's Guide to Deep and
Multifaceted Development and Progression of Characters, Plots, and Relationships Karen S.
Wiesner, 2020-08-31 Characters: Do your characters have no obvious signs of life, nothing that gives
them unique personality, perspective, and passion? Plots: Are plots and conflicts created spur of the
moment with no set up, build up, curiosity, or tension? Relationships: Are your characters merely
going through the motions with each other? All of these and more are signs of dead or lifeless
stories. The three core elements of story--Characters, Plots, and Relationships (CPR)--need to be
developed three dimensionally. To truly be living, characters aren't simply existing and going
through the motions. They possess fully developed external and internal conflicts. They're
interacting in dynamic, realistic, and believable relationships. They have multidimensional character
attributes that give them both vitality and voice. Finally, they're engaged in what makes life
worthwhile with definable goals and motivations. This resource teaches writers how to identify dead
or lifeless characters, plots, and relationships; establish proper setup; plant the seeds early with
in-depth sketches; and pinpoint weak areas in CPR development. The only one-stop,
everything-you-need-to-know 9-1-1 for deep, multifaceted Character, Plot, and Relationship
development!

the long walk characters: Transcultural Aesthetics in the Plays of Gao Xingjian T.
Coulter, 2014-05-02 Gao Xingjian has been lauded for his inventive use of Chinese culture in his
paintings, plays, and cinema, however he denies that his current work participates in any notion of
Chinese. This book traces the development of these forms and how the relate and interact in the
French language plays of the Nobel Laureate.

the long walk characters: White Balance Justin Gomer, 2020-04-17 The racial ideology of
colorblindness has a long history. In 1963, Martin Luther King famously stated, “I have a dream that
my four little children will one day live in a nation where they will not be judged by the color of their
skin but by the content of their character.” However, in the decades after the civil rights movement,
the ideology of colorblindness co-opted the language of the civil rights era in order to reinvent white
supremacy, fuel the rise of neoliberalism, and dismantle the civil rights movement’s legal victories
without offending political decorum. Yet, the spread of colorblindness could not merely happen
through political speeches, newspapers, or books. The key, Justin Gomer contends, was film — as
race-conscious language was expelled from public discourse, Hollywood provided the visual medium
necessary to dramatize an anti-civil rights agenda over the course of the 70s, 80s, and 90s. In



blockbusters like Dirty Harry, Rocky, and Dangerous Minds, filmmakers capitalized upon the volatile
racial, social, and economic struggles in the decades after the civil rights movement, shoring up a
powerful, bipartisan ideology that would be wielded against race-conscious policy, the memory of
black freedom struggles, and core aspects of the liberal state itself.

the long walk characters: Your Curriculum Companion: Libby Woodfin, Suzanne Nathan Plaut,
Sarah Boddy Norris, 2021-02-01 This essential guide to the EL Education 6-8 Language Arts
Curriculum is one part roadmap to the curriculum, one part orientation to its instructional practices,
and one part coach--to answer your questions, relieve your stress, and put you and your students on
the path to success. Your Curriculum Companion explores the foundations of the curriculum
including the principles and research it was built on and the instructional practices that make it
unique. The book is designed to help you look under the hood at practices embedded throughout the
curriculum so that you can sharpen your instruction, support students to be leaders of their own
learning, and make well-informed changes to best meet your students' needs. Key features of Your
Curriculum Companion include: Twenty-two accompanying videos--see the curriculum in action Task
cards for guidance on how to plan when the planning has been done for you A deep dive into the
purpose and structure of close reading, including a sample annotated lesson An exploration of the
relationship between reading and writing and how the curriculum is designed to help students
become strong communicators, including an annotated read-think-talk-write lesson The why, what,
and how of supporting students to meet grade-level expectations, supporting students who need
additional challenges, and supporting English language learners Guidance for turning evidence of
student progress into usable data that can inform your instruction Support for school leaders

the long walk characters: The Book of Remarkable Characters and Events , 1847

the long walk characters: The Secrets of Character Matt Bird, 2022-04-19 An insightful and
actionable guide to creating a hero that readers will fall in love with, from the author of The Secrets
of Story The hardest yet most essential element of writing great fiction is character - specifically,
creating a central hero who is relatable, compelling, and worth the reader’s precious time. In this
entertaining and practical guide, popular blogger, writing coach and screenwriter Matt Bird breaks
down what makes characters embraceable and unforgettable, and presents insider tips and tricks
for writers of all levels and genres. Generously packed with examples from popular books and
movies analyzed with engaging specificity, this expert guide reveals what makes audiences believe,
care, and invest in great characters - and how to bring your own characters vividly to life.

the long walk characters: What you please; or, Memoirs of modern characters; a novel ... By
the author of “Tourville.” , 1804
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