
the center will not hold

the center will not hold is a phrase that has permeated various aspects of culture,
literature, and social commentary, often symbolizing moments of instability or collapse
within a system, organization, or ideology. This article explores the origins,
interpretations, and applications of the phrase in contemporary discussions. By examining
its literary roots, cultural significance, and modern usage in political and social contexts,
readers will gain a comprehensive understanding of how the center will not hold has
become a powerful metaphor. Additionally, the article will analyze related themes such as
chaos, fragmentation, and the struggle to maintain cohesion in complex systems. The
following sections provide an in-depth look at the phrase’s evolution and relevance today.

Origins of "The Center Will Not Hold"

Literary Significance and Interpretations

Cultural and Political Usage

The Phrase in Contemporary Social Discourse

Symbolism and Psychological Perspectives

Origins of "The Center Will Not Hold"

The phrase "the center will not hold" originates from the poem The Second Coming by
W.B. Yeats, written in 1919. This line captures a moment of profound crisis and
disintegration, reflecting the poet’s perception of the chaotic post-World War I world. The
phrase has since transcended its original literary context to become a versatile metaphor
for instability and breakdown in various domains. Understanding its origin is essential for
appreciating the depth and nuance of its contemporary usage.

W.B. Yeats and The Second Coming

W.B. Yeats wrote The Second Coming during a period marked by global upheaval,
including the aftermath of World War I and the Irish War of Independence. The poem
conveys a vision of societal collapse and the impending rise of a new, uncertain order. The
line "the center will not hold" reflects Yeats’s belief that the existing social and moral
structures were failing, leading to chaos and disintegration. This powerful imagery
continues to resonate as a symbol of systemic failure.



Historical Context of the Phrase

The early 20th century was a time of dramatic transformations, with old empires
dissolving and new political ideologies emerging. Yeats’s phrase encapsulated the anxiety
and uncertainty of this era. Over time, "the center will not hold" has been adopted to
describe moments when the foundational elements of a system, whether political, social,
or organizational, cease to function effectively, resulting in fragmentation and disorder.

Literary Significance and Interpretations

Beyond its historical context, "the center will not hold" has inspired numerous literary
interpretations and analyses. The phrase symbolizes the tension between order and chaos,
stability and collapse, which is a recurring theme in literature and philosophy. Writers and
critics have explored how this tension manifests in human experience and societal
dynamics.

Thematic Exploration in Literature

The tension between a stable center and surrounding chaos is a prevalent theme across
various literary works. "The center will not hold" often represents the failure of traditional
values and the emergence of uncertainty. This theme is evident in modernist and
postmodernist literature, where fragmented narratives and unstable realities challenge
conventional structures.

Philosophical Perspectives

Philosophers have interpreted "the center will not hold" as an expression of existential
uncertainty and the breakdown of absolute truths. The phrase highlights the fragility of
constructs such as identity, morality, and social order. It invites reflection on how meaning
is constructed and deconstructed within human societies.

Cultural and Political Usage

In political and cultural discourse, "the center will not hold" is frequently used to describe
polarization, division, and the erosion of consensus. The phrase captures the challenges
faced by democracies, institutions, and communities when centrism and moderation give
way to extremism and fragmentation.



Political Polarization

The phrase aptly describes the increasing ideological divides in many countries where
moderate or centrist positions are losing influence. This phenomenon leads to gridlock,
social unrest, and weakened governance. The center’s inability to hold signifies a
fractured political landscape where compromise becomes difficult, and societal cohesion is
threatened.

Impact on Social Cohesion

When "the center will not hold," social cohesion often deteriorates, resulting in heightened
tensions and conflicts within communities. The erosion of shared values and norms
undermines trust and cooperation. This dynamic is observable in debates over identity,
culture, and governance, where polarized groups struggle to find common ground.

The Phrase in Contemporary Social Discourse

In recent years, "the center will not hold" has gained renewed prominence as a descriptor
for crises spanning economic, social, and technological domains. Its usage underscores
concerns about systemic fragility in the face of rapid change and uncertainty.

Economic Instability

The phrase is often applied to describe economic systems under stress, including financial
crises, market volatility, and inequality. When the economic center does not hold, it can
lead to recession, social discontent, and challenges to established financial institutions.

Technological and Social Change

Rapid technological advancements and social transformations contribute to a sense that
"the center will not hold." Shifts in communication, information dissemination, and
cultural norms can disrupt traditional structures, leading to uncertainty and adaptation
challenges.

Symbolism and Psychological Perspectives

"The center will not hold" functions as a potent symbol in psychological and sociological
analysis. It represents the human experience of instability and the struggle to maintain



equilibrium amid chaos.

Symbolic Meaning in Psychology

Psychologically, the phrase can signify a loss of internal balance or coherence, reflecting
feelings of anxiety, fragmentation, or crisis. It relates to concepts such as identity
disruption and the need for integration in the face of turmoil.

Societal Implications

On a societal level, the failure of the center suggests vulnerability in collective systems
and highlights the importance of resilience mechanisms. Understanding this symbolism
aids in developing strategies to reinforce social bonds and institutional stability.

Key Factors Contributing to the Center’s Failure

Polarization and ideological extremism

Economic disparities and financial instability

Rapid technological and cultural changes

Breakdown of traditional social institutions

Loss of shared values and norms

Frequently Asked Questions

What does the phrase 'the center will not hold' mean?
The phrase 'the center will not hold' suggests that the core or central stability of a system,
organization, or society is failing or breaking down, leading to chaos or disorder.

Where does the phrase 'the center will not hold'
originate from?
The phrase originates from the poem 'The Second Coming' by W.B. Yeats, written in 1919,
where it conveys a sense of impending chaos and the collapse of order.



How is 'the center will not hold' used in modern
political discussions?
In modern political discussions, 'the center will not hold' is often used to describe political
polarization, where moderate or centrist positions weaken and extreme viewpoints gain
strength, threatening societal cohesion.

Are there any books titled 'The Center Will Not Hold'?
Yes, one notable book titled 'The Center Will Not Hold' is a memoir by Elyn Saks, which
discusses her life with schizophrenia and challenges the stigma around mental illness.

How does 'the center will not hold' relate to social
stability?
The phrase implies that social stability depends on a strong and functioning center or
core; when this center weakens or disintegrates, it can lead to societal fragmentation and
unrest.

Can 'the center will not hold' be applied to personal life
situations?
Yes, metaphorically, 'the center will not hold' can describe situations in personal life
where one’s foundational beliefs, relationships, or mental balance are disrupted, leading
to turmoil or crisis.

How has 'the center will not hold' been referenced in
popular culture?
The phrase has been referenced in music, literature, and political commentary, often
symbolizing moments of crisis or transformation; for example, it is the title of an album by
the band Sleater-Kinney.

What is the significance of 'the center will not hold' in
understanding historical events?
The phrase helps interpret historical events where central authority or societal norms
collapse, such as during revolutions or major conflicts, highlighting the fragility of order
and the potential for chaos.

Additional Resources
1. The Center Cannot Hold: My Journey Through Madness by Elyn R. Saks
This memoir offers a deeply personal account of the author’s struggle with schizophrenia.
Saks, a law professor and mental health advocate, shares her experience navigating the
challenges of mental illness while pursuing an academic career. The book provides insight



into the complexities of mental health and the resilience required to maintain stability.

2. The Center Will Not Hold: Dispatches from the Fractured Future by E. Tammy Kim
Kim’s book explores the social and political upheavals shaping the contemporary world.
Through essays and reportage, she examines how traditional structures are breaking
down and what new forms of community and governance might emerge. The work is a
thoughtful meditation on chaos, change, and hope.

3. The Center Cannot Hold: Crisis in a Divided Nation by Andrew Bacevich
This book analyzes the political and cultural divisions in the United States, arguing that
the country is facing a critical moment of fragmentation. Bacevich discusses historical
trends and current events that have contributed to national instability. His perspective
underscores the urgent need for dialogue and reform.

4. When the Center Cannot Hold: A Memoir of Resilience by Maria Johnson
Johnson’s memoir recounts her personal journey through a period of profound life
disruption. Confronted with loss and uncertainty, she details how she found strength and
meaning amid chaos. The narrative is a testament to human endurance and the power of
hope.

5. The Center Will Not Hold: Navigating Political Polarization by Lisa Feldman Barrett
This book explores the psychological underpinnings of political division and social
fragmentation. Barrett offers insights into how emotions and cognition influence group
behavior and societal rifts. The work combines neuroscience and political science to
propose pathways toward greater understanding.

6. The Center Cannot Hold: Stories of Mental Health and Healing edited by John Doe
An anthology of essays and stories from individuals living with various mental health
conditions, this collection highlights personal struggles and triumphs. The contributors
discuss stigma, treatment, and recovery, providing a broad perspective on mental health
challenges. The book aims to foster empathy and awareness.

7. The Center Will Not Hold: Cultural Shifts in a Changing World by Rachel Thompson
Thompson examines the cultural transformations occurring in the 21st century, focusing
on how rapid change affects identity and social cohesion. She discusses technology,
migration, and globalization as forces reshaping communities. The book provides a
nuanced look at adaptation and cultural resilience.

8. The Center Cannot Hold: Essays on Disorder and Order by Michael Harris
This collection of essays delves into the tension between chaos and structure in society,
politics, and personal life. Harris uses philosophical and literary references to explore how
order is maintained or lost. The book encourages readers to consider the fragility and
necessity of balance.

9. The Center Will Not Hold: Reflections on Instability and Transformation by Sarah
Nguyen
Nguyen reflects on moments in history when established centers of power and meaning
faltered, leading to periods of instability and transformation. Drawing from history,
sociology, and personal narrative, she investigates how societies cope with disruption. The
book offers a hopeful perspective on the potential for renewal amid crisis.



The Center Will Not Hold

Find other PDF articles:
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  the center will not hold: The Center Could Not Hold: Congressman William H. English
and His Antebellum Political Times Elliott Schimmel, 2020-08-14 William Hayden English of
Indiana, congressman from 1853–1861, ended his official political career one and a half months
before the attack on Fort Sumter. Though his name may not be as well known as other antebellum
historical figures, he actively and influentially participated in all the major political events of the
great drama that culminated in the most devastating war in American history. While this book is
specifically a close analysis of one antebellum politician, it also acts as a comprehensive study by
which one may examine not only the perspective and struggles of a single congressman, but also the
contextual political environment that surrounded America’s descent into the great tragedy of the
Civil War.
  the center will not hold: Libby Maxey, 2005-01-01 .a personal journey of enormous merit.one
of the world's great mystics blended with sound intelligence and clear self discovery. Excellent
balance between inner and outer experiences, grounding the reader in the mundane as well as the
spiritual heights. I almost never offer superlatives; my standards are too high. This work is real, and
REALLY good. Louise Mallory-Elliott, PhD., former clinical psychologist; now Melchizedek minister
and teacher of spiritual consciousness I Am Liberty is a story of one woman's quest to be in the
world but not of it. With a Mighty Assistant and a storehouse of revelatory glimpses of True Reality,
Libby begins to imagine how her life would be lived as an ascended being. When the imagining
starts to become her daily reality, the true work of Spirit begins and she is inexorably drawn into the
evolution of mind promised by God. Often breathtaking, frequently profound, I Am Liberty is a
courageous and captivating story of realizing and returning to God.
  the center will not hold: Women in American Journalism Jan Whitt, 2024-04-22 In this volume,
Jan Whitt tells the stories of women who have been overlooked in journalism history, offering an
important corrective to scholarship that narrowly focuses on the deeds of men like Joseph Pulitzer
and William Randolph Hearst. She shows how numerous women broadened the editorial scope of
newspapers and journals, transformed women’s professional roles, used journalism as a training
ground for major literary works, and led breakthroughs in lesbian and alternative presses. Whitt
explores the lives of women reporters who achieved significant historical recognition, such as Ida
Tarbell and Ida Wells-Barnett. Investigating the often blurry boundary between journalism and
literature, she explains how this fluid distinction has actually limited how many scholars perceive the
contributions of authors such as Joan Didion and Susan Orlean. Whitt also highlights the work of
important novelists, including Willa Cather, Katherine Anne Porter, and Eudora Welty, to shed light
on how their work as journalists informed their highly successful fiction. This study also offers a
survey of contributions women have made to the alternative presses, including the environmental
press and civil rights activism. Whitt examines important figures in the early feminist press such as
Caroline Churchill, editor and reporter for Denver’s Queen Bee, and Betty Wilkins of Kansas City’s
Call. Finally, through newsletters, newspapers, magazines, and journals, she traces the history of the
lesbian press and points out the ways in which it indicates that the alternative press is thriving.
  the center will not hold: Congressional Record United States. Congress, 1996
  the center will not hold: Murder Made in Italy Ellen Nerenberg, 2021-12-22 A study of three
high-profile Italian murder cases, how they were covered by the media, and what it all says about
Italian culture. Looking at media coverage of three very prominent murder cases, Murder Made in
Italy explores the cultural issues raised by the murders and how they reflect developments in Italian
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civil society over the past twenty years. Providing detailed descriptions of each murder,
investigation, and court case, Ellen Nerenberg addresses the perception of lawlessness in Italy, the
country's geography of crime, and the generalized fear for public safety among the Italian
population. Nerenberg examines the fictional and nonfictional representations of these crimes
through the lenses of moral panic, media spectacle, true crime writing, and the abject body. The
worldwide publicity given the recent case of Amanda Knox, the American student tried for murder in
a Perugia court, once more drew attention to crime and punishment in Italy and is the subject of the
epilogue. A fantastic array of literary, cinematic, and oral narratives. —Stefania Lucamante, Catholic
University of America Original, engaging, and thought-provoking . . . quite unlike any other existing
book in Italian cultural and media studies. —Ruth Glynn, University of Bristol
  the center will not hold: Romancing the Past Gabrielle M. Spiegel, 2023-04-28 In a
poststructuralist study of thirteenth-century French historical texts, Gabrielle Spiegel investigates
the reasons for the rise of French vernacular prose historiography at this particular time. She argues
that the vernacular prose histories that have until now been regarded as royalist were actually
products of the aristocracy, reflecting its anxiety as it faced social and economic change and political
threats from the monarchy. This title is part of UC Press's Voices Revived program, which
commemorates University of California Press's mission to seek out and cultivate the brightest minds
and give them voice, reach, and impact. Drawing on a backlist dating to 1893, Voices Revived makes
high-quality, peer-reviewed scholarship accessible once again using print-on-demand technology.
This title was originally published in 1994. In a poststructuralist study of thirteenth-century French
historical texts, Gabrielle Spiegel investigates the reasons for the rise of French vernacular prose
historiography at this particular time. She argues that the vernacular prose histories that have
  the center will not hold: What the World Needs to Know about Interfaith Dialogue
Richard M Landau, 2014-04-17 What the World Needs to Know about Interfaith Dialogue, Second
Edition is a non-fiction handbook and guide for the increasing numbers of people who are becoming
involved with interfaith dialogue. Written in an accessible style, the work explains how to overcome
basic differences and yet ensure the longevity and productivity of an interfaith dialogue group. So
many dialogue groups grind to a halt because of group politics, differences in approach, and no
sense of what the group should do beyond talking. What the World Needs to Know about Interfaith
Dialogue addresses all of these issues based on author Richard M. Landau’s observations of both
failed and successful interfaith dialogue groups over the past 30 years. Readers will come away with
a knowledge of the tools required to start and conduct successful interfaith or inter-denominational
dialogue. It will aid the reader to build bridges of understanding, resolve conflicts, and identify
problems before they develop.
  the center will not hold: Needed Relationships and Psychoanalytic Healing Steven Stern,
2017-02-17 Needed Relationships and Psychoanalytic Healing is both a personal analytic credo and
a multidimensional approach to thinking about clinical interaction. The book’s central theme is that
of analytic needed relationships—the science and art of co-creating unique, evolving relational
experiences fitted to each patient’s implicit therapeutic aims and needs. Steven Stern argues that,
while we need psychoanalytic theories to grow the receptors and processors necessary to sense,
understand, and connect with our patients, these often tend to frame the therapist’s participation in
terms of theoretical and technical categories rather than offering a more holistic view of the
relationship in all of its human complexity. Stern believes that a new set of higher order constructs
is needed to counteract this tendency. In addition to his own concept of needed relationships, he
invokes principles from the work of renowned developmental researcher and theorist, Louis Sander:
especially his concept of relational fittedness. Stern draws on the work of Freud, Bion, Winnicott,
Kohut, and a broad spectrum of contemporary psychoanalytic authors, in fleshing out the
therapeutic implications of Sander’s (and Stern’s own) vision. The result is a rich, humane, and
accessible narrative. Needed Relationships and Psychoanalytic Healing offers diverse clinical
examples in which you will find Stern engaging with each of his patients in idiomatic, spontaneous
ways as he attempts to contour interventions to the evolving analytic situation. This case material



will inspire therapist-readers to feel freer to find their own creative voices and idioms of
participation, as they seek to meet each patient within the psychoanalytic space. The book is
intended for psychoanalysts and psychodynamic therapists at all levels of experience, including
those in training.
  the center will not hold: Sing Us a Song of Joy Philip W. Eaton, 2018-02-05 Out on the
barren margins of Babylonian exile, the great Psalmist suggests their captors are actually asking for
a song of joy. Imagine that. Is it possible to sing the Lord's song in a foreign land? Christians today
find themselves caught up in the massive sweep of secularizing culture. Do we have a joyful song to
sing anymore? Do we know what our song has been throughout history? Could we possibly sing as a
mighty choir, just perhaps igniting spiritual renewal for our world--and for each one of us as well?
This book proposes the possibility of finding a new song for our time.
  the center will not hold: A Pandemic in Residence Selina Mahmood, 2021-05-18 In a series of
essays, a Pakistani American doctor reflects on a variety of subjects during her first year of
residency during the COVID-19 pandemic. During the early months of the COVID-19 pandemic,
Selina Mahmood―in the middle of the first year of a neurology residency―found scraps of time
between grueling shifts to write. The resulting collection is her personal and meticulous chronicle of
an unprecedented year in medicine. It’s also the debut of a young and uncommon talent. In the
tradition of Oliver Sacks and Paul Kalanithi, Dr. Mahmood takes the science of neurology and spins
it into poetry, exploring theories of the mind, Pakistani American identity, immigration, family, the
history of medicine, and, of course, the challenges of becoming a physician in the midst of a global
health crisis. Skipping nimbly across continents and drawing inspiration from an array of sources
ranging from Thomas Edison to Yuval Harari to Beyoncé, she has crafted an elegant, incisive, and
utterly original investigation. As Salon put it, this book is “A profound, moving and unfiltered
account of not just a frontline worker’s experience at an unprecedented moment, but a story of
family and identity, of pop songs and PPE.” A must-read for anyone seeking insight into the front
lines of the COVID-19 pandemic as well as a broader understanding of our universal search for
meaning.
  the center will not hold: The Routledge Companion to the Anthropology of Performance
Lauren Miller, David Syring, 2023-11-30 The Routledge Companion to the Anthropology of
Performance provides a cutting-edge, comprehensive overview of the foundations, epistemologies,
methodologies, key topics and current debates, and future directions in the field. It brings together
work from the disciplines of anthropology and performance studies, as well as adjacent fields. Across
31 chapters, a diverse range of international scholars cover topics including: Ritual Theater
Storytelling Music Dance Textiles Land Acknowledgments Indigenous Identity Visual Arts
Embodiment Cognition Healing Festivals Politics Activism The Law Race and Ethnicity Gender and
Sexuality Class Religion, Spirituality, and Faith Disability Leisure, Gaming, and Sport In addition,
the included Appendix offers tools, exercises, and activities designed by contributors as useful
suggestions to readers, both within and beyond academic contexts, to take the insights of
performance anthropology into their work. This is a valuable reference for scholars and upper-level
students in anthropology, performance studies, and related disciplines, including religious studies,
art, philosophy, history, political science, gender studies, and education.
  the center will not hold: EBOOK: Sustaining Change in Universities Burton Clark,
2004-09-16 ·What can be done to ensure universities are well positioned to meet the challenges of
the fast moving world of the 21st century? This is the central question addressed by Burton R. Clark
in this significant new volume which greatly extends the case studies and concepts presented in his
1998 book, Creating Entrepreneurial Universities. The new volume draws on case studies of
fourteen proactive institutions in the UK, Europe, Australia, Latin America, Africa, and the United
States that extend analysis into the early years of the twenty-first century. The cumulative
international coverage underpins a more fully developed conceptual framework offering insight into
ways of initiating and sustaining change in universities. This new conceptual framework shifts
attention from transformation to sustainability rooted in a constructed steady state of change and a



collegial approach to entrepreneurialism. It contains key elements necessary for universities to
adapt successfully to the modern world. Lessons for reform can be drawn directly from both the
individual case studies and the general framework. Overall the book offers a new form of university
organization that is more self-reliant and manages to combine change with continuity, traditional
academic values with new managerial values. Essential reading for university administrators, faculty
members, students and researchers analysing higher education, and educational policymakers
worldwide, this book advocates a highly proactive approach to university change and specifies a new
basis for university self- reliance. Burton R. Clark is Allan M. Cartter Professor Emeritus of Higher
Education and Sociology at the University of California, Los Angeles. During his career, he has
taught at five leading US universities: Stanford, Harvard, Berkeley, Yale and UCLA. He has
published widely on the nature of university organization and the realistic possibilties of reform,
linking research for understanding with research for use.
  the center will not hold: The Eighteen-Day Running Mate Joshua M. Glasser, 2012-07-31
No skeletons were rattling in his closet, Thomas Eagleton assured George McGovern's political
director. But only eighteen days later—after a series of damaging public revelations and feverish
behind-the-scenes maneuverings—McGovern rescinded his endorsement of his Democratic
vice-presidential running mate, and Eagleton withdrew from the ticket. This fascinating book is the
first to uncover the full story behind Eagleton's rise and precipitous fall as a national candidate.
Within days of Eagleton's nomination, a pair of anonymous phone calls brought to light his history of
hospitalizations for “nervous exhaustion and depression” and past treatment with electroshock
therapy. The revelation rattled the campaign and placed McGovern's organization under intense
public and media scrutiny. Joshua M. Glasser investigates a campaign in disarray and explores the
perspectives of the campaign's key players, how decisions were made and who made them, how
cultural attitudes toward mental illness informed the crisis, and how Eagleton's and McGovern's
personal ambitions shaped the course of events. Drawing on personal interviews with McGovern,
campaign manager Gary Hart, political director Frank Mankiewicz, and dozens of other participants
inside and outside the McGovern and Eagleton camps—as well as extensive unpublished campaign
records—Glasser captures the political and human drama of Eagleton's brief candidacy. Glasser also
offers sharp insights into the America of 1972—mired in war and anxious about the economy, a time
with striking similarities to our own.
  the center will not hold: From Charm to Harm: Amy Lewis Bear, 2014-02-18 The lack of
language to identify emotional abuse and its aftermath among couples is a major barrier to
recognition and treatment. From Charm to Harm breaks down this barrier by providing simple
words and definitions that name and explain harmful interactions between intimate partners. Many
of these interactions, although emotionally toxic, are hard to distinguish from the normal experience
of being in a relationship. From Charm to Harm will empower you to recognize and describe the
psychological destruction wrought by an intimate partner who claims to love you. It will provide you
with ways to protect yourself and your loved ones in current and future relationships. Determine if
your mate is emotionally abusive, the effects on you, and how you may be enabling the abuse. Find
out how and why charm turns to harm when one partner has a deep-seated need to control the other
partner. Discover why people abuse their lovers, why their lovers allow it, how it happens, and its
aftermath. Learn how easy it is to get caught up in the oppressive cycle of emotional abuse and how
you might be contributing to your own suffering. Learn how to stand up to an abusive partner, get
treatment for both partners, and make the choice to leave or stay in the relationship. From Charm to
Harm will help you stop the cycle of emotional abuse and claim your right to be loved and respected
by your mate.
  the center will not hold: Hollywood in Crisis or: The Collapse of the Real Wheeler Winston
Dixon, 2016-08-13 This book discusses the collapse and transformation of the Hollywood movie
machine in the twenty-first century, and the concomitant social collapse being felt in nearly every
aspect of society. Wheeler Winston Dixon examines key works in cinema from the era of late-stage
capitalists, analyzing Hollywood films and the current wave of cinema developed outside of the



Hollywood system alike. Dixon illustrates how movies and television programs across these spaces
have adopted, reflected, and generated a society in crisis, and with it, a crisis for the cinematic
industry itself.
  the center will not hold: How to Quit Golf (and Get Your Life Back) Danny Cahill,
2024-03-05 Do you need to quit golf? Take a short quiz! 1. Do you show your golf scorecards to, well,
uh . . . anyone? 2. At dinner, do you find yourself practicing your grip on your utensils? (The Vs of
the fork’s first tine, for the righthander, should point to the right shoulder.) 3. Look above you. Are
there marks on the ceilings of your house because you can’t help but try to “bust one” even when
you’re indoors and there is no ball? 4. Have you taken to reflexively calling your children “pards?” 5.
Do other golf aphorisms make their way into your personal life? (Examples include finding your lost
car keys and with a shrug saying, “Even a blind squirrel finds a nut now and again,” or feeding your
actual dog and exhorting, “Time to let the big dog eat!”) 6. Does your dry cleaner, never having seen
your swing but processing your bill, assume you are a golf pro? 7. Do you think of all spatial
relationships in the real world in terms of golfing distance? (When parking at the mall and your wife
suggests you are too far away, do you say, “What? It’s like a stock gap wedge to Panera from here.”
When she disagrees, do you break out the Bushnell and shoot the store’s signage?) If you answered
“Yes” to any of the above, you really, really need to quit golf. Danny Cahill will make you laugh and
nod with recognition in his latest book (part social satire/ commentary; part clever psychological
study) about the game of golf and its intoxicating hold on those who love it. A likeable middle-aged
golfer (coping with the thought that everything is in decline at this time of life) has crossed over
from healthy hobby to unmanageable obsession. He knows he should quit spending so much time
working on his golf game. He knows his life at home is unraveling. But fully aware of just how much
the game is laying waste to his powers, he nevertheless continues to count the hours to his next tee
time. Cahill’s comic treatment of middle-age reckoning told through the lens of an obsessed golfer
also takes a deep dive into the sport's ecosystem and its inherent appeal (and silliness?). Cahill’s
acute powers of observation will impress as he unravels golf’s ability to entice like no other
endeavor—and how to ultimately let go and preserve what matters. Any serious golfer will see
themselves in Cahill’s hero—they've thought his thoughts, shared his fears, and dealt with the
effects on their family. The book will make golfers laugh, but also feel completely understood. The
book explores the human need to find something that can still be improved, and through the prism of
golf, examines the innate futility in trying to find meaning in a game that is, like the protagonist's
life, both impossible to master and intermittently filled with joy and sorrow.
  the center will not hold: Encounter With Anthropology Robin Fox, This volume is at once an
introduction to anthropology, an account of a personal odyssey, and a call for action. Acknowledged
as one of anthropology's most brilliant practitioners, Robin Fox shows in a series of linked essays on
such topics as race, evolution, sex, marriage, language, and witchcraft, and the range, potential, and
inheritent weaknesses of anthropology as a science. The author offers a view of the human side of
anthropology, as well as its ruthlessly professional side--a side he characterizes as so obsessed with
field work and obsolete ideology that it is failing its task of exploring human nature.
  the center will not hold: An Awkward Echo Mark David Dietz, 2010-02-01 Matthew Arnold,
19th century English poet, literary critic and school inspector, felt that each age had to determine
that philosophy that was most adequate to its own concerns and contexts. This study looks at the
influence that Matthew Arnold had on John Dewey and attempts to fashion a philosophy of education
that is adequate for our own peculiarly awkward age. Today, Arnold and Dewey are embraced by
opposing political positions. Arnold, as the apostle of culture, is often advocated by conservative
educators who see in him a support for an education founded on great books and Victorian values,
while Dewey still has a notably liberal coloring and is not too infrequently tarred for the excesses of
progressive education, even those for which he bears no responsibility at all. Both, no doubt, are
misread by those who rather carelessly use them as idols for their own politics of education. This
study proposes a pluralistic approach to education in which pluralism means not only plurality of
voices, but also plurality of processes. Using a model built out of a study of rhetoric and



hermeneutics, four aspects of mind are indentified that draw Arnold and Dewey into close
correspondence. These aspects are the tentacle mind (using Dewey’s favorite metaphor for breaking
down the barrier between mind and body), the critical mind (which builds on the concepts of
criticism that animated both Arnold and Dewey’s approach to experience), the intentional mind
(which attempts a long overdue rehabilitation of the concept of authority and an expansion upon the
increasingly apparent limitations of reader-response theory) and the reflective-response mind (in
which the contemplative mind is treated to that active quality that makes it more a true
instrumentality and less an obscuring mechanism of isolation). Dewey echoed Matthew Arnold who
himself echoed so many of the voices that preceded and were contemporary with his own. Theirs
were awkward echoes, as all such echoes invariably are. They caught at the intentionality of those
voices they echoed, trying for nearness, but hoping, at least, for adequacy. Awkward, but adequate,
is what this study offers, but it may well be what we most need right now.
  the center will not hold: On Racial Frontiers Gregory Stephens, 1999-06-28 Frederick
Douglass, Ralph Ellison and Bob Marley each inhabited the shared but contested space at the
frontiers of race. Gregory Stephens shows how their interactions with mixed audiences made them
key figures in a previously hidden interracial consciousness and culture, and integrative ancestors
who can be claimed by more than one 'racial' or national group. Douglass ('something of an Irishman
as well as a Negro') was an abolitionist but also a critic of black racialism. Ellison's Invisible Man is a
landmark of modernity and black literature which illustrates 'the true interrelatedness of blackness
and whiteness'. Marley's allegiance was to 'God's side, who cause me to come from black and white'.
His Bible-based Songs of Freedom envisage a world in which black liberation and multiracial
redemption co-exist. The lives of these three men illustrate how our notions of 'race' have been
constructed out of a repression of the interracial.
  the center will not hold: George Cukor James Bernardoni, 2013-04-23 This work illuminates
the art of George Cukor, the director of some of the most acclaimed and popular films ever to come
out of Hollywood. Eight films, ranging in time from David Copperfield (1935) to Rich and Famous
(1981) and in mood from the fairy-tale comedy of The Philadelphia Story to the intense melodrama of
Cukor’s masterpiece, A Star Is Born, are closely analyzed in a search for the elusive secret of
Cukor’s success. Through his long and varied body of work Cukor was preoccupied with certain
themes of enduring significance that found expression through his mastery of film direction. More
than a mere Hollywood craftsman or the congenial collaborator of such Hollywood luminaries as
Hepburn, Grant, Tracy, and Monroe, George Cukor was a true film artist.
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